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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESKDear Readers,

Freyan
freyan@parsi-times.com

Dear Madam,
Refer to your article on 

Tata Agiary of your issue 
dated 5th Nov. 2011, which 
inadvertently placed as ‘one 
Mr. Dinyar Vajifdar’ to be 
read as Ervad Saheb Dinyar 
Pestonji Vajifdar, who had 
joined the Tata Agiary at 
Bandra in June 1994 and 
served as a co-Panthaky 
Saheb till 2010. He had put in 
great efforts for the upliftment 
and betterment of the said 
Agiary with full co-operation 
from the respected Trustees. 
He is fondly addressed by his 
Behdins as Mota Bhai and not 
Panthaky Saheb. He is fondly 
remembered by his family 
and cousins as he proceeded 
for his ‘Heavenly Abode’ on 
16th May, 2011.

Navaz Daroga

Dear Editor,

gone, hopefully for good 
and the B.M.C. has proposed 
a garden at the place 
surrounding the Bhikha 
Behram Well.

Bhikhaji Behramji Panday 
in 1725 AD dug the well for 
providing water for travellers 
and bullocks. The motorcar 
was not invented then and 
this was the oldest structure.  
Even before the high court 
was built (150 years), whereas 
the well is 287 years old. It is 
a place much venerated by 
the Parsi Community. For 
the last 287 years (a record of 
sorts) the Parsis continue to 
venerate the spirit behind the 
legacy left by their forefathers.

I am a devotee at the well 
on a daily basis for the last 35 
years and the well campus 

started to have a run down 
look.

However, since November 
I have been pleasantly 

is being completely renovated 
and I have a feeling that the 
place will look better than ever 
before. The entire renovation 
costing a substantial amount 
of money is being carried out 
by a fair skinned bespectacled 
young looking follower of 
our “good thoughts, good 
words, good deeds” entirely 
at his own cost, in a low key 
unassuming and without 
publicity manner. There are 
a lot of new additions done 
and seeing is believing. This 
man personally helps the 
workers and is seen at the 
site continuously. Our B.P.P. 
akabars should take a cue 
from his hands on approach 
to the task taken up by him! 

He shall surely receive the 
blessings of the Holy Well.

Your publication 

renovated monument of our 
Community’s most venerated 
Well as your front page  cover 
story in your next issue! 

Yours truly,
M. Hormasji

Respected Madam Freyan,
Thank you and your team 

of journalists for informative 
and enlightened readings. 
The minds of the young and 

direction the Community is 
heading.

We as a Community, 
minuscule in number can 
count ourselves as good as 
extinct. On browsing through 

we have problems or create 
problems hundred times 
more than our census. As a 
Community, we are deriving 

account of foresight, thinking 
and good deeds of our 
ancestors.  One such example 
is housing, on which this very 
letter rests.

In a city like Mumbai, 
what is the F.S.I.  that 
we Zoroastrians have 

for accommodation in Baugs 
and Trust properties. Large 
accommodations at low 
rent are allotted to rich and 

turn later on get favourable 
treatment at another trust for 
their children. This results in 
the nexus of the greedy 

POINT TO NOTE: It’s the message, not the messenger you might be mad at! 
Please Note: The opinions expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of readers and contributors and do not necessarily express the opinion of our Publication.  

If anyone whatsoever, has any doubts and issues about the content of the letters, they are requested to contact the individual authors if his/ her details are mentioned.

Contd. on Pg. No. 03
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Contd. from Pg. No. 02
and corrupt to prosper. From 
such actions and conduct the 
character of an individual or 

Why this housing problem 
now since more than a 
decade? Because, we as 
Zoroastrians have ourselves 
abolished the system of joint 
family living. Residing in a 

electricity bills, servant wages, 
baby sitting expenses, etc. But 
we ourselves have generated a 
perpetual problem of the Saas 
and the Bahu. 

The co-existence and co-
relationship amongst these 
two have evaporated in our 
community. The power of 
tolerance, wisdom, persuasion 
and negotiation to set things 
in order between these two 
entities can save lot of trouble 
and even litigation. As a 
result many senior citizens 

are anguished. This is because 
they do not let go their 
stubbornness and arrogance. 
They want their old fashioned 
views and work scenario to 
penetrate into the inner mould 
of the young Bahu. At times 
they are fed upon the mischief 
by their daughters too. In 
such a scenario, the men of 
the household are looked 
upon as jokers. Senior citizens 
should open their hearts to the 
younger generation and learn 
the religion of love for peace 
and harmony to prevail within 
the family and ultimately the 
community. All should have 
a harmonious relationship 
irrespective of age and not 
treat one another as inmates 
in the household. This would 
reduce the burden of housing 
on individuals and ultimately 
the trusts.

 Thanks & Regards,
 Rohinton D. Mehta

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The festivities for this Annual Dhamaka began with a 
Jashan ceremony at 4.30 p.m., followed by a Hambandagi. 
Mrs. Jernaz Mehta, Joint Honorary Secretary of the Baug 

gave the welcome speech and Mr. Homi Maloo distributed 
academic prizes to all the deserving students for the year 2010-
2011.

Ms. Jaloo Behramfaram, compere for the evening, enthralled 
everyone with her words about the Tir Mah. 

The Fancy dress competition was a colorful showcase of 
participants from the youth to the elderly. The youngest 
participant, Rustom Surty, 2 months old and the eldest 
participant, Mrs. Bami Bharucha, a grandmother were cheered 
on energetically as the audience looked on. Judge Dilkhush 
Reporter, adjudged the brother sister pair of Zeuss and Naomi 
Sirvala, dressed as Tom and Jerry, as the winners. 

The highlight of the evening was the gymnastics show put 
up by 76 year star, Mr. Adi Patel, who performed his feats with 
ease and a smile. The onlookers gasped with awe and fear as he 
attempted each of his maneuvers. 

Contd. on Pg. No.5

ANNUAL DHAMAKA AT
A. H. WADIA BAUG

At this Annual Day, the young and old creat 
memories for everyone. Dip into the fun!

h a 

Performers of the evening
(L to R)  

Parinaz Guard, 
Zeuss Sirvala,
 Delna Mehta,
Zaara Antalia



Perpetuating ‘Parsi’ness
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2011

04

The evening before the hostilities 
were to begin, Sohrab was 
sitting in the camp drinking 

with his companion Homan. Sohrab 
commented upon the stature of his 
adversary. He told him that his chest 
shoulder and neck resembled his own 
and he possessed all the signs of his 
father, that his mother Tehmineh had 
described to him. Sohrab strongly 
suspected that it was Rustom and did 
not want to be labeled with the sin of 
killing his own father. Crafty Homan 
told him that he had seen Rustom 

of the striking resemblance, it was not 
Rustom. The horse was not the famous 
steed Rakhsh. It did not possess the 
same strength, nerve and vigor.

not go well for the aged warrior. 
Sohrab came face to face with Rustom. 
Sohrab tried to exchange pleasantries 
with him. Sohrab had felt a strange 
attraction towards Rustom but Rustom 
told Sohrab to get on with the combat. 
Sohrab was able to get hold of Rustom 
and throw him on the ground. He 
drew out his dagger and was about to 
behead Rustom when Rustom thought 
of a ruse. He told Sohrab that according 
to the custom of his clan it was not 
chivalrous to cut of the head when 
throwing down an opponent for the 

second time he would have the right to 
behead him then. Sohrab was a brave 
and honourable soldier and he let 
Rustom go.

 On the third day, the fateful day 

Rustom got a chance. 
He was able to get a 

girdle and summoning 
all his strength, he was 
able to dash him on 
the ground. Swiftly, 
with an experienced 
hand, he drew out 
his scimitar and ran it 
through Sohrab. 

(James Atkinson, an employee of 

person to translate Shahnameh into 

the scene where Rustom slays his son 
is very touchingly narrated and has 
brought tears to the eyes of even the 
strongest of men).

Writhing in pain Sohrab murmured 
“Vaunt not in thy pride; upon myself 

this sorrow I have brought,  Thou but 
an instrument of faith---which wrought

My downfall; thou art guiltless—
guiltless quiet

He then goes on to wish that he had 

father, but alas now that his life is 
oozing out”his great deeds will enchant 
his soul no more. His constant wish 
was to behold his father. Now Sohrab 
speaks of the mohreh that his mother 
had given to him as the sign and a 
gift from his father which he wants to 
behold.

The brave youth warns his slayer 
that he is doomed, for there is nowhere 
he could run or hide from where his 

Escape will be
 In vain for Thee the deepest of gloom 

of the night;
Couldst thou through oceans depths 

his slayer that any one of his knights is 
bound to inform Rustom how his son 
got slain. 

He lamented Rustom with vengeance 
armed, will reach thee there.

 An icy horror chills the Champions 
heart. Rustom is benumbed and 

shocked and
 With frenzied look he cries; prove 

eyes!
For I am Rustom!  Rustom went 

berserk. He tore off his hair. He fainted. 
When he came to his senses he asked 
Sohrab if he had any thing to prove 
that he is the son of Rustom. Sohrab 
asked him to open the chain mail coat 
and look at the mohreh of  gold tied 
round his arm which he had given to 
his Tehmineh to be tied round the arm 
if he had a son. Untie these bands ere 
my life and feelings fail. And on my 
arm the direful proof behold!

Thy sacred bracelet of refulgent gold! 
Sohrab prayed to his father not to kill 
himself to take his own life.  

The hour is come, but fraught  with 
bitter woe, we meet in blood to wail 
the fatal blow.   Before breathing his 
last Sohrab asked his father not to seek 
vengeance upon the Turanians because 
the Turanians had come to war at his 
own instance. He had come expecting 

rule the world but it was not so to be. 
He found death instead and that too 
at the hands of his own father. He had 
come into this world like a lightening 
and now was going away like a 
hurricane to the heavens where he 
hoped to reunite with his father under 
happier circumstances. 

 Desperate to save his dying son 
Rustom told Gudarz to hurry to Kai 
Kaus and inform him about the tragic 

and would not last long. He asked the 
king if he remembered how faithfully 
he had served him in the past and 
if that mattered anything to him, he 
should send him a wineglass full of 
the life saving elixir which was in his 
storeroom. This elixir had the power to 
heal wounds quickly. For this service 
Rustom would continue to serve him 

did as he was told but Kai Kaus turned 
down his request. He told Gudarz that 

he held no man in higher esteem than 
Rustom but he feared that if Sohrab 
recovered with the help of the elixir, 
he and his father would dethrone 
him the way Sohrab had planned. 
Gudarz returned to Rustom with the 
disappointing news . He described Kai 
Kaus as an aloe tree, always bearing 

feelings. He advised Rustom to go 
personally and appeal for help. Rustom 
asked for a cloth of gold upon which 
Sohrab would be made to lie and then 
he departed to meet the king but ere 
long a courier arrived to inform that 
Sohrab had breathed his last.

Hearing the news of the death of 
Sohrab, Rustom beat his breast and 
wept. He covered hid head with dust. 
All the elders of the army did the same. 
Sohrab was laid to rest in a simple 
“dokhma”.  Rustom grieved  bitterly 
for a long time, but at last he reconciled 
himself to the inevitable.

Tehmineh, who used to dream of 

completely destroyed by the news of 

father. She tried to blind herself, tore 

She was inconsolable. She wore blue 
clothing as a sign of mourning. She 
would weep night and day and after a 
year of  intense and inconsolable grief 
she passed away. 

 Sohrab dreamt of unimaginable 
greatness but the path of glory led but 
to the grave.
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This was followed by 
the Talent parade. Another 
brother sister pair, Arzan and 
Delna Mehta, stole the show 

their dance on Tum Mile. A 
majority of the dances were 
choreographed by Frernaz 
Bulsara. The colorful costumes 
and foot tapping music left 
everybody captivated.

The play on Dasturji Aibara, 
was directed, scripted and 
written by Roxanne Desai. 
This was the play’s 5th 
performance all over Mumbai. 
And yet it managed to engage 
the audience. 

The program continued with 

eight solo performances. The 
young participant, Parinaz 
Guard, performed a Ballet 
routine and Lavni dance. The 
other participants were all 
equally talented and managed 
to impress the judge. So, she 
decided to give prizes to all the 
participants, amid cheers from 
the crowd gathered. 

The program ended with 
a vote of thanks and the 

prize winners. This eventful 
day was completed by snacks 
and food by Shahi Dawat, 
owned by member Mr. 
Peshotan Wadia and delicious 
chocolates prepared by 
member Ms. Shahrinaz Maloo.

ANNUAL DHAMAKA AT
A. H. WADIA BAUG

The Jashan Ceremony

The group dance

Cast of Dasturji Aibara play with 
director Roxanne Desai

Cute Tom & Jerry pair-Zeuss & 
Naomi Sirvala in Fancy Dress

Contd. from Pg. No. 03

Mrs. Jernaz 
Mehta, Jt. Hon 

Secretary giving 
the Welcome 

speech

P.T. likes Dilkhush’s 
Style & Confidence!

We are 
hiring Graphic 

Designers. Email 
your C.V. to info@

themangotree.
info
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Tips for when you are 
driving:

Other useful Tips for planning 
your very own road trip:
1.

2.

3.

4.

HOT TEA ACROSS INDIA

R

A  funny chocoholic who 
can twist your intestines 
with laughter and sarcasm,  
Parsi Times Reporter, 
Kashmira Pavri, takes you 
through random nothings 
which can surely make your 
day!

 gaadi! 
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R.T.I. for ALL SEASONS!
The illustrious institute of 
R.T.I., was started by the Stree 
Zarthosti Mandal way back 
in 1903, and it has managed 
to stand the test of time. Lady 
Navajbai Tata recognised their 
efforts and 

funded 
them, so it 
came to be called Ratan Tata 
Institute in 1928.
The headquarters of the R.T.I. 
located at Hughes Road, is 
a hustle bustle of staff and 
loyal patrons. Behind its huge 
glass doors, lies its lesser 
known charitable nature. It 
was set up with the objectives 

of making Parsi 
women self reliant 
and helping people 
with lesser means 
and education to 

And in living 
up to these 

ideals, it 

continues 
to expand its 

service to 6 outlets 
all over Mumbai and also 
catering to several schools.
This Parsi institute transforms 
its menu and decor according 
to the time and season of the 
year. So, during Navroze and 

wrapped hampers which hold 
yummy Parsi dishes; delicious 

c h o c o l a t e s 
during Diwali 
and of course, 
the Christmas 
hampers which 
are selling like 
hot cakes now! 
Besides this 
there are some 
standard items 
that the custmers 
just cannot do 
without! Like  
Dal ni Poli in 
Avan mahino, 
vasanu in winter, 
plum cakes and 
special Christmas 
roasts during this 
merry season. 
It has managed 
to uphold it’s 
quality, despite 
the sudden rise 
in costs, and 
has been able to 
do this thanks 
to the lovely 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
made by its  
well-wishers.
Parsi Times 
feels that this 
o r g a n i s a t i o n 
embodies the 
true spirit of 
being a place 
which welcomes 
all seasons with 
an open heart!

Navajbai Tata recognised their 
efforts and 

funded
them, so it

And in li
up to t

ideals

contin
to expan

service to 6 ou
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Winter is just not 
about warm clothes, 
snuggling close to 

the pillows wrapped from head 
to toe with a comfy quilt. It is 
time to battle the cold winds 
that hamper your body and 
hair. A little care will keep the 
wintry troubles at bay. Before 

the winter winds can work 
havoc with your hair, expose 
your hair to deep conditioning. 
Since the cold weather causes 
your hair to dry, massage it 
in Aloe Vera juice for a few 
minutes. This will restore its 
softness.

You can also treat your hair 
with oil massage once in 10 days. 
Olive oil can work wonders in 
reinforcing moisture in your 
hair. Heat the oil before using and allow it to soak, for lesser 

than the time you allot for the 
summer season. Apply the oil 
on your scalp as it helps take 
care of your scalp and in turn 
nourish the hair. Keep away 
from washing your hair too 
frequently.

It is the appropriate time for 
split ends to work their way up 
to the hair shafts. Hence trim 
your split ends often.

Style your hair with a braid, 
twist or a knot. Try to keep 
them away from being open 
and wild, as the cold winds can 
play rough on your hair.

WINTER TIME

When we talk about 
living a healthy 
lifestyle we some 

times forget the mental aspect 
of health. It’s not enough 
to exercise our bodies, eat 
healthy and sleep enough if 
we ignore the health of our 
mind. The connection between 
our mind and our body is far 
more powerful then we have 
discovered. Some research 
has been done showing what 
powerful effect our mind 
has on our body’s reactions, 
physical state and recovering 
ability.

One thing that we can 
learn how to do in our daily 
life is to take a few minutes 
for ourselves every day and 
meditate. It doesn’t have to 
be as complicated as going 
to a group session or a class 
or anything. All you have to 
do is learn how to clear your 
mind from all thoughts and 
take yourself to a peaceful and 
quiet place in your mind.

mind is far more long term 
then the 15 minutes it takes 
for you to do this. Meditation 

has been a well-known secret 
to inner peace for a long time 
in the Asian cultures but 
hasn’t been as accepted in the 
Western society. Once you try 
it and discover the feeling of 
inner strength and harmony 
it will leave you peaceful. It 
can be done anywhere you 
feel comfortable and able to 
tune out and just be for a little 
while. Some people do it while 
they are running or walking 
on the treadmill. Others close 

take a moment for themselves. 
Whatever feels right for you 
works.

There are organized groups 
and classes for meditation, if 
that works better for you in 
the beginning. You learn how 
to turn your mind off and just 
exist. The breathing and the 
body position are important in 
order for the energy to be able 

cell and limb of your body.
It is kind of like yoga for the 

mind.
Since the mind and body 

are very strongly connected, 
meditation can also aid in 
weight loss. If your mind is 
strong and centered you won’t 
be as easily affected by all the 
feelings and situations around 
you that could set you off on a 
food binging trip. The stronger 
your mind is the more self-
control you will have and be 
able to take full control of your 
life including your weight and 
lifestyle.

The importance of a 
healthy mind has everything 
to do with weight loss. This 

is where it all starts. If your 
mind could be in control of 
your body when you gained 
the weight it can be in control 
of it to lose the weight as well. 
You just have to train yourself 
to think and to process any 
feelings and emotions that 
will cause you to take to food 
for comfort.

You have probably seen the 
famous meditation position 
seated with the legs crossed in 
front of your body and your 
hands hanging by your side 
palms up. This is the ultimate 
meditation position but if 
you are more comfortable 
lying down or leaning against 
something go ahead and do 

position in which you can stay 
for a while without getting 

uncomfortable and tired.
Most people close their 

eyes whilst meditating to be 
able to close out everything 
surrounding them. This is a 
personal thing but it is also 
easier to block everything else 
out while closing your eyes. 
Try it and see what works for 
you.

There are CD’s and 
cassettes available with 
meditation music. Some tapes 
include directions on how 
to sit and how to place your 

The music on these tapes is 
usually instrumental in order 
to relax your mind from any 
words and thought associated 
to them.

Purveen Dubash is a 
chef with many knives 
in her pretty home 

kitchen cabinet. From 
TV anchor to educator to 
author she is armed with 
culinary skills to put your 
tummy into a hypnotic 
state. We are proud to 
present to you her recipes 
which have the unique 
distinction of being not 
only simple to follow 
but yummy to taste!

Bean Sprout Salad
Ingredients:
2 cups green moong 
(sprouted)
½ cup chopped carrot
1 cup chopped cucumber
¼ cup chopped capsicum
Dressing:
¼ cup oil
½ cup tomato ketchup
1 teaspoon mustard
2 teaspoons sugar
Salt & Pepper to taste
Directions:
Shake all the dressing 
ingredients in a screw top jar 
till thick. Place the sprouted 

beans in a large bowl.
Toss with the chopped 
ingredients. Place in the 
fridge. Just before serving 
pour the dressing over the 
chopped ingredients and 
combine.

 
with the heads down. 
There is less chance of 

bending or breaking off.

 If your alarm clock is not 
loud enough to wake you 
up, put it in a large tin 
and it will make enough 
of a din to wake even the 
sound sleeper.

 Old lace can be cleaned 
by steeping it in water 
in which borax has been 
dissolved. Next day wash 
it in soapy water and rinse 
thoroughly.
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It’s 12.45 am and I write this article while I sit in my hotel  room from Goa as im here directing 
the makeup team  for the India Resort Fashion Week along with the hotty granny of the our 
Community Tashnu Khariwala. Tashnu is the marketing head of a Japanese makeup and skin 
care brand called Shiseido. I have gotten a lot to learn with her and her fab team of artist. 
So now as always I had to bring my readers some of my hottest picks of the season. There are a 
few products that I have discovered that are imperative to have in every female  vanity. To be 
honest a few of these products are also a must in every mans carry around pouch. So listed below 
are the 7 wonders of the season that you cane leave your home without.

A creative junkie by nature 
Arshis Javeri is obsessed 
with colour and art. After 
hopping around the world 

India’s premier airlines, 
he followed his dream 
of making people look 
gorgeous and headed over 
seas to study from makeup 
schools like Makeup Forever 
Professionals in UAE.
Besides being a freelance 
makeup artist and Hair 
stylist Arshis is a trainer for 
an academy sponsored by 
international brand Max 
Factor.
With Bridal’s , Photo shoots, 
Makeovers, Stage shows, 
Portfolios and Editorials 
being his forte he has a 
passion for fashion and 
style.
makeup@arshisjaveri.com
www.arshisjaveri.com

BEFORE AFTER

Send 

in your 

pics to 

answerthis@

parsi-times.com

1. Chapped lips are as much a turn off as a HUGE burp after a Godiwala lagan nu patru. A good 

Fruity, Sugar free there is too many to select from. 
 
2 . MOISTURIZER – I know the heat is out best supplier of moisturizer with its product called 

sweat. But please don’t think this is a joke. We all need a moisturizer of some sort. Some for the 
face, some for the hands, few have dry body skin and most of us need it for our feet. 

3 . The weather is perfect to wear liquid FOUNDATION as the sweat levels are a little less. 
However liquid is only recommended for clear shin. Cream and powder foundations are your 
next best options. 

4 . I love the look of rosy cheeks in the months of winter. However 
in Mumbai the red is not the cold its because of the Heat 
Flush lol. However you can easily fake is with Shiseido’s 
wide range of blushes in their new range. If you have clear 
skin Maybelline offers a wonderful BLUSH mouse. 

 

5 . Warm shades such as bright pinks, red, cherry, copper and 
the best to make your lips pop and make a statement this 
festive season.  Chose a good long lasting LIPSTICK and slap 
on some gloss to attract every cheek in town.  The orange 
available at Shiseido has become my colour of the season. 

 

6. Carry a small quad or trio of worm EYE SHADOWS to create 
the look for any given moment. Lakme have a beautiful rage 
of Quads that have awesome colours to mix and match your 

you face too much like me there is brand like MAC & Makeup 

how to choose the best mascara for your look. You can simply 
add a thin liner and slap on a generous dose of mascara to 
create a nude naïve look.
Remember to do your hair. It is after all the crowning glory 
of your body.

NOW YOU CAN BE THE 7 WONDER WOMAN … 
just follow the basic needs.
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Hey there! Register your YOUNG 
AND FREE voice on 

contribute@parsi-times.com Just 
mail in your name,  age and contact 
number. Our questions can range 

from the serious to the sensational. 
Let us join hands in making a voice 

today for our tomorrow! 

Parsi Times chats with young Parsis and 
asks for their unbiased take on important 

Community issues. We are proud to 
feature our unedited, young minds.  

Maybe their voices can be heard! 

P. T. QUESTION OF THE WEEK
In a multicultural society, do you and your 
family celebrate festivals of other religions? 

are you to celebrate?
Name  : Ava Sethna 
Age  : 22 years
Profession : Working
I might feel like celebrating these other festivals 
but I don’t think that I celebrate festivals of 
other religions, keeping in mind their religious 
connotation. I might burst crackers, light 
lamps and indulge myself in the Christmassy 
atmosphere, like decorating my surroundings 
and things like that, but I only do it as a way 
of being more social. I celebrate these occasions 
in the spirit of celebrating and not according to 
their religious undertones. According to me it is a 
good time to have fun, meet friends, go out, have 
dinner and enjoy ourselves to the fullest. I keep 
in mind the social aspect rather than the religious 

to a Church or a Temple. Participating in these 
festivals is a way for me to be more social. Name  : 

Age  : 19 years
Profession : Student
I don’t exactly celebrate these festivals, but for me 

plum cakes during Christmas and watching the 
Christmas tree being decorated in the garden. I 

fun. If it is making you happy and letting you 
enjoy yourself then I don’t see anything wrong 
with it.

Name  : Nushad Irani 
Age  : 18 years
Profession : Student

now we will most certainly plan for a Christmas 
party. I do not see anything wrong in celebrating 
festivals of other religions. In fact, I enjoy it. I 
don’t restrict myself to celebrating festivals of my 
religion, only. 

Name  : 
Age  : 26 years
Profession : Working

from surrounding localities and then our boys 
break the matki. Some time back Hindustan 
Times and Rediffmail had come to cover us, 

Parsi Community celebrating this festival was 

automatically celebrate Christmas. 

Name  : 
Age  : 19 years
Profession : Student
Yes, we celebrate festivals of all religions. It’s ok 
to participate in festivals of other communities.

Name  : 
Age  : 18 years
Profession : Student
As a kid, I used to celebrate often but now not so 

festivals of other cultures. 

Name  : Peterasp Sasuri
Age  : 18 years
Profession : Student
No, I don’t celebrate festivals of other religions. I 

don’t burst crackers and spoil the environment. 
I also avoid going to the Temple or Church as 
much as possible.

Name  : Friya Pavri 
Age  : 19 years
Profession : Student

Christmas. I have been doing so ever since my 
childhood. I do not see anything amiss with that.

Name  :  
Age  : 25 years
Profession : Working
Of course we celebrate festivals of other religions! 

Christmas, we decorate the Christmas tree in our 

and make a wish. I think it is not at all wrong to 

is one.

Name  : 
Age  : 24 years
Profession : Student
I think we can get involved in the fun aspect of 
various religions. I indulge in the social aspects 
of the religions, rather than concentrating on the 
ceremonial aspects.

Name  : 
Age  : 18 years
Profession : Student
My mother has taught me to be tolerant towards 
other religions. We celebrate festivals of other 
religions in moderation. We don’t discriminate. 
There are some festivals that I celebrate with my 
family and the rest with my friends.

Name  :  Sheherezad Hiramaneck
Age  : 17 years
Profession : Student
It is not bad to celebrate other festivals, but we 

allow it. We celebrate Christmas by decorating 
the Christmas tree at home. All in all, we do 
celebrate, but to some extent. We don’t celebrate 
in a big way, like others do.



It begins with you...
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2011

11
P. T. QUESTION OF THE WEEK

As a multicultural society do 
you and your family celebrate 
festivals of other religions? For 

Christmas is coming up. How 

Old
n

Wise

Parsi Times chats with 
Elder Parsis and asks for their 
unbiased take on important 

Community issues.
We are proud to feature our 

unedited, wise minds. 
Maybe their voices can be heard!

Hey there! Register your 
OLD N WISE voice on 

contribute@parsi-times.com
Just mail in your name, 

age and contact number. 
Our questions can range from 
the serious to the sensational.

Let us join hands in making a voice 
today for our tomorrow!

Age : 55 years 
Address : Navroz Baug
Yes, I do celebrate many of these festivals as 
I live in a multicultural society. Also, as I have 
colleagues of all religions I celebrate these 
festivals with them. 

Name : Aban Pervez Patel 
Age : 72 years 
Address : Sleater Road
Of course! Why not? We buy diyas, galgotas, 
do chalk. That’s what we do. So, if you call this 
celebration, then yes! We celebrated especially 
with our children. We used to decorate the 
Christmas tree during Christmas. But, now 
that the children have grown up, we don’t do 

celebrate them, but we do so because it’s nice. 

Name : Aban Wadia 
Age : 59 years
Address : Behram Baug
We celebrate everything, from Diwali to 
Christmas. We do so because everyone does it. 

Name : Mahiyar Balsara 
Age : 51 years 
Address : Vasai
No we don’t celebrate any other festival. First 
we should learn to celebrate our own festivals 
properly, and then proceed to celebrate festivals 
of other religions.

Name : Minoo Sarkari
Age : 65 years
Address : Vasai
Yes, we do celebrate them, especially Christmas. 
As we have given our word to the Gujaratis 
to conform to their culture, we also celebrate 
Dhanteras. It is my hobby to make a Christmas 
crib, and so I do it every year. I make it from 
different material and call the children from my 
neighbourhood to join in and exchange presents. 
I have celebrated it since childhood and so I carry 
forward this tradition. 

Name : Kashmira Writer 
Age : 56 years
Address : Contractor Baug
Of course! Christmas is one of our favourite 
festivals besides Nowroze. I like to celebrate 

others to celebrate these festivals.

Name : Arstoo Irani 
Age : 50 years
Address : Vasai
No the question of me celebrating these festivals 
does not arise only. I am an Irani Zoroastrian and 
I believe in celebrating our festivals only. I do 

enjoyment, but I do not celebrate them.

Name : Yezdi Pavri 
Age : 46 years

Yes I do celebrate these festivals but I am not 

them just for fun. In Diwali, we light diyas and 
during Christmas, we decorate the Christmas 
tree. 

Name : Sorab Shroff 
Age : 50 years
Address : Charni Road

friends and their lifestyle to do so. But I do not 
follow their religious practices. I am a staunch 
believer of my religion.

Name : Bakhtavar Chesun 
Age : 52 years 
Address : Vasai
We do not celebrate too much. We celebrate 
only Christmas and New Year. Not Diwali. We 
celebrate Christmas when the whole family comes 
together. It is a time to have fun and make merry. 
We meet up and order food from outside and enjoy 
ourselves. It’s fun and helps to re unite with the 
family. Our festivities also depend on the presence 
of my husband. He is a Gujurati stage actor and so 
he is busy. So, we celebrate whenever we get the 
time. We try to make sure that we are never alone 
on Christmas and New Year. As far as possible we 
try to spend time with family. 
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Pearl Boga is a B.Com. 
graduate from H. R. 
College and LL.B. 
graduate from K.C. Law 
College. This practicing 
Advocate at Advani & 
Co. is a lover of dance, 
reading, travel and of 
course arguing, and 
particularly enjoys 
taking people’s cases… 
literally!

Parsis / Iranis, as a 
minority community 
in proportion to 

India’s population have 

they have decided to step 
into. From visionaries and 
philanthropists like the Tata’s 
and Godrej’s to industrialists 
and medical professionals. 
Not a single profession is left 
unattended where one would 
not envisage the inclusion of a 
Parsi / Irani. However, one of 

have made the most impact 
and made us most proud of is 
the LEGAL

From the noted Indian 
Constitutional jurist Fali 
Sam Nariman “the man who 
never compromised with his 
principals”, to the Constitution 
amending Advocate Nani 
Palkhivala “the great orator who 
would speak extempore for one 
hour touching every aspect of the 
matter that would be spiced with 
anecdotes and quotations”. As 
Khushwant Singh, prominent 
Indian novelist and journalist 
stated in one of his articles 
“Both men were Parsis from the 
middle class families with modest 
means. Both rose to the top of 
the legal profession and were 
involved in many landmark cases 
which had far-reaching effects.” 

Fali Nariman’s 
autobiography, Before 
Memory Fades, strongly 
reveals his versatility and 
what makes it very readable 
is the omnipresent intellect of 

barrister from India was 
Cornelia Sorabji, a social 
reformer and a writer who was 

from Bombay University and 

the world to read 
law at Oxford.  

A n o t h e r 
noteworthy feat to 
be considered is 
the appointment of 
Justice S. H. Kapadia 
as the Chief Justice 
of India and of Mr.  
Rohinton Nariman, 
as the Solicitor 
General of India. 
Justice Kapadia on 
being appointed as the Chief 
Justice of India quoted “I come 
from a poor family. I started my 
career as a class IV employee 

and the only asset I possess is 
integrity…”  

The kind of contribution 
the Parsis have made to the 
judicial system in India is 
quite exemplary. It is because 

of this determination and 
integrity that Parsis in this 

with so much pride 
and admiration. We are 
indeed very fortunate 
to be born into this 
community. 

I would like to end 
by saying that the need 
of the hour is harmony 
and also acceptance 
of the views of others. 

choose to make our 
career in, we must do 

so with a lot of zest, honesty, 
integrity and last but not the 
least some Parsipanu.

Parsi lawyers have been courting the judicial system for very long. Pearl 
Boga investigates for Parsi Times and discovers the Parsi bar set very high.
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THE POWER OF GRATITUDE

T
‘

feeling

if U 
polished u s 

more often

4

Feel Good

When U create place for 
Gratitude in your life, 
You create space for Grace in 
your life.

good things 
happening in your life

Parvez J Daruwala

By Parvez J. DaruwalaBBBB

if U 
polished u s 

When U
Gratitud
You crea
your life

Contd. on Pg. 16
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For Khushnum Yezdi 
Mistry, writing is much 
more than the profession 
she has chosen, it is truly 
her passion. This Bawi is 
here to rock your world 
with her musical words 
and tuned in stories. You 
have been warned! Happy 
reading!

I was walking in my colony 

full volume, ‘Why this Kolaveri 

went down and the mother 
started grumbling. “Useless 
song, what bad usage of the 
English language!“ “Distance 
la moon, moon colour white, 
white background night, 
night colour black” What 
nonsense are you listening to? 
I just laughed it off and all I 
felt like asking her was why 
this Kolaveri Di? You should 
all know that Kolaveri Di is 
a Tamil word when literally 
translated means murderous 

rage. There are many times that 

our murderous rage over. 
Winter brings in the season 

always looked forward going 
to a baug, marvelling at the 

from the stage before going 
home), dancing and then of 

when I started enjoying the feel 

so much in love tying the knot, 
looking at them dance for the 

two families becoming one! 

as gruesome, but most of the 

one has observed so many 
instances where because of the 
slightest misunderstanding, 

These misunderstandings 
could be because of different 
choices, and most of the times, 

I would love to deny this fact 
and say we are all a jolly lot 

with Mumbai Parsis and so 

the Parsi weds Irani tussle! I 

all Zarthostis? 
Love stories 
b r e a k 
because of 
this Kolaveri 
Di between 
f a m i l i e s ! 
How do you 
then not 

with a glass of scotch in their 

tune of voice! We wonder why 

and why the Parsi youth is 
getting married outside the 

make the decision to not create 
such useless voids and let our 

decide.

Dear Readers,

12,900 Issues Now! 

for free distribution this week! 
Colaba - 
Fountain -
Roshni Food Point
Dhobitalao -
Churchgate -
Andheri -

Bandra -
Tardeo 
Dadar
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Let me clarify:
Remember:

4

One more suggestion: 

4

Contd. from Pg. 14
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Mutt The Lockhorns

Hidden 
in this criss-

crossing network of 
passageways is the name 

of the well-known community 
personality shown in the picture. 

Select a starting letter and trace this name 
with a continuous line. At no time may any 

letter or passage be re-used.

SOLUTION (10-12-2011)
JRD TATA

SUDOKU

  H E A 

 G F D T B 

 A I  A C 

 J M T I T

  E S J 

3 1 8 4 5 7 2 9 6
5 9 4 2 6 3 1 8 7
2 7 6 1 8 9 3 5 4
6 3 2 7 9 1 8 4 5
8 4 7 5 3 2 6 1 9
9 5 1 8 4 6 7 2 3
7 8 9 3 1 5 4 6 2
4 6 3 9 2 8 5 7 1
1 2 5 6 7 4 9 3 8

One 
l e t t e r 

stands for 
another in this 

substitution game. Replace 

the cheeky saying of the week! 

OM VWO OHHJB W 

ZWIWPNMO BM VYIA WB 

PAH VWO CAM AWB 

KYBP    AWJ     MOH

Today’s clue: P equals T

SO
LU

TI
O

N
 (

1
0
-1

2
-2

0
1
1
)

SU
D

O
K

U

Don’t worry about the 
world coming to an 

end today. It’s already 
tomorrow in Australia.

Sneaky 
Cheeky

SOLUTION (10-12-2011)

6 1 7 5 8 9 2 4 3
5 2 4 7 1 3 9 6 8
9 3 8 2 6 4 5 1 7
3 9 5 8 4 1 6 7 2
2 8 1 6 9 7 4 3 5
4 7 6 3 5 2 1 8 9
1 5 2 4 7 8 3 9 6
7 6 9 1 3 5 8 2 4
8 4 3 9 2 6 7 5 1

FORGIVE  ! 
BUT DON’T FORGET 

THE PERSON YOU 
FORGIVE…
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Who said there are no eligible Parsi boys left! One look at the hottest personality contest running this month, the Bombay 

our girls swoon! 

The contest is judged by online voting, so if you want to make sure these two boys get more face time you have GOT to 
log on to 

GET FRESH
 

are going to be
on the

24th of December, 2011
at the Bandra Fort 

in the 
 

 
 

everyone that even though 
we are a small bunch 
but our enthusiasm 

is huge!!

This 19 year old from HR 
College wowed everyone in 

dancing, beat-boxing, 
singing, he was an easy 

A special round of applause 
for his fearless and 
humorous dig at Judge Zaid 

His message for the young 
Parsi Times readers: 
“Always believe in yourself 

you!”

Paurush Irani
This 20 year old is from 

his way into the top with 

upbringing his parents gave 
him has given him immense 

the main reason he is already 

of competition and thinks 
healthy competition is good 
for everyone! Parsi Times 

agrees! 

Khurshed Mogrelia

GET FRESHHGET FRESHGET FRESHHHGET FRESHGET FRESH


