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Dear Readers,

A long time ago I scribbled a saying onto a piece of paper and stuck it to my dresser mirror. It reminded me every day of the motivated moment 

edge to your latent energy. 

Freyan

freyan@parsi-times.com

Dear Madam, 
In response to the article penned 

by Sheraz Malegamwala on “Apathy 
at Udvada and Commercialisation”, 
we would like to correct the writer 
regarding the write-up on N. M. 
Wadia Charities Dharamshala. 

The rent charged by N. M. Wadia 
Dharamshala per Single Room is 
Rs.25/- per day and Rs. 100/- per 
day for an Air-Conditioned Room. 
The Manager is allowed to charge for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner (which is 
optional) which comes to minimum of 
Rs. 600/- per day. 

So that your readers are not misled, 
please publish this in your next issue 
of ‘PARSI TIMES’, giving it equal 
prominence as was given to Sheraz 
Malegamwala’s letter. 
Yours faithfully, 

N. J. Batliwala, 
Secretary.

Dear Editor and the Parsi Times team,
Your interesting and informative 

void, as without bias or innuendo you 
permit the readers to arrive at their 
own opinions. Congratulations on 
your efforts. Keep up the good work 
and many thanks.
Sincerely,

Parvez Engineer.

Dear Editor and Members of our 
Noble Parsi Community,

This bears reference to the letter of 
Mr. Sheraz Malegamwalla appearing 
in your issue of Saturday, February 
2012.  The contents therein bear ample 
food for thought.  Besides it serves as 
an eye opener for one and all. 

Of course, the loss of Paradise, run 

paradise on earth.

What is all the more commendable 
is that the writer took personal 
pains and did so called investigative 
journalism.  Besides, he had the guts 
to expose the skeletons from the 

while the Sun shines”.  Kudos !  Well 
done.  More strength to his pen.

May his tribe increase.
Sincerely yours,

Nozer R. Balsara - S.E.O. Mahim

Mogrelia. I happen to win this event 
called Fresh Face. I am just writing 
to you to say thank you so much to 
Parsi Times. You guys have been 
so supporting with your wonderful 
articles. I thank each and every last 
one of you with all my heart and 

(famously known as Polad Baba). God 
bless. PEACE AND LOVE.

Khurshed Mogrelia

Dear Editor Madam,
I enjoy reading P.T. Weekly. I take 

special interest in well researched 
articles by Mr. Dara M. Khodaiji on 

on true Zarthosti values practised 

our ancestors. It is heartening to read 
achievements and contributions made 
by present day Parsi/Irani Zarthostis 

It is however distressing to go 
through the ever increasing list of 
Deaths week after week. List of Deaths 
occupied two full pages of your 
February 11, 2012 issue.

It will, therefore, be not out of 
place to request P.T. to take a lead in 
publishing weekly/monthly a List of 
Parsi/Irani Zarthosti Births. Please 
evolve a simple process by which 

Contd. on Pg. No. 20

POINT TO NOTE: It’s the message, not the messenger you might be mad at! 
Please Note: The opinions expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of readers and contributors and do not necessarily express the opinion of our Publication. We reserve only the right to ‘edit for 

requested to contact the individual authors if his/ her details are mentioned.

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
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Parvez Katrak Foundation
F/26, Cusrow Baug, Causeway, 

Mumbai—400 001. 
Katrak Foundation celebrates 
its Annual Foundation Day 
by felicitating the two active 
Trustees and Panthaki of Seth 
Karani Agiary in Cusrow Baug, 
Colaba, Mumbai. 
The Parvez Katrak Foundation 
will celebrate its Annual 
Foundation Day on Sunday 
11-03-2012 at 06-15 p.m. by 
felicitation the Managing 
Trustee Mr. Bomi H. Hansotia, 
an always active Trustee 
Mr. Homi P. Ranina and the 
popular Panthaki Ervad Yazdi 
Nadarsha Aibara of Seth 
Karani’s Agiary at Cusrow 
Baug, Colaba, Mumhai. 
The senior most Honorary 
photographer at the Agiary 
Mr. Rusi Daver will also be 
felicitated on this occasion. 
Also lecture by Dr. Ervad 
Ramiyar P. Kranjia and release 
and free distribution of his 
Book “Gems From Zoroastrian 
Scriptures”. 
All Parsi/Irani Zoroastrians 
are welcome.

*********
LISTING AN APPROACHING 

EVENT IS FREE! 
Submit information by 
post/delivery to 102, Vikas 
Building, 11 Bank Street, 
Fort, Mumbai - 1, e-mail: 
contribute@parsi-times.com 
or Fax (66330406). Include 
details of event, dates, timings, 
address, telephone number 
and entry fee. Deadline for 
information is Wednesday 12 
p.m. of every week.  
Parsi Times is a weekly 
publication available on 
every Saturday, all over India. 
Listings are free but inclusion 
cannot be guaranteed due to 
limited space. For guarantee 
contact our advertising 
department on Monday to 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on 66330405.

Rayo Racing’s young 13 
year old driver – Jehan 
Daruvala, stamped his 

authority from the word go, 
at the 1st Round of the Asian 
Rotax Max Championship. 
The event conducted at the 
Speedway Plus Karting 
Circuit outside Kuala Lampur, 
kicked off with Qualifying on 
Day 1 which was dominated 
by Jehan. The Dadar Parsi 
Colony boy set an impressive 
time of 43.272 seconds ahead 
of Malaysian – Syazwan 
Mohamad Noor who clocked 
43.303 seconds.

Heat, Jehan lost the lead to 
Syazwan at the start itself. 
However on lap 4, Jehan made 
an excellent move to regain his 
lead. From thereon, Jehan won 
comfortably, ahead of  Amir 
Azan, also from Malaysia.

The Rayo Racing driver 
made a better start in Heat 
2 and maintained his lead 

Singaporean driver Daim 
Hishamuddin however was 

quick and overtook Jehan. The 
two drivers kept exchanging 
positions before Jehan took his 
2nd victory of the weekend.

Jehan on pole and he made 
another good start. However, 
he was soon challenged by the 
Singaporean and Malaysian 
duo of Daim and Syazwan. 
The 3 drivers kept exchanging 
places and Jehan had to settle 
for 3rd behind Syazwan. The 
winner was Daim who was 
just marginally ahead of the 
duo.

Jehan started 3rd in the 

soon in the lead. Once again, 
the 3 drivers battled with each 
other, while pulling away 

nothing between them, all 3 
drivers were lapping around 
the same fastest laptimes and 
were overtaking each other on 
every lap. On the last lap it was 

Daim who emerged victorious 
followed immediately by 
Syazwan and Jehan. The 
battling trio were so close, that 
Jehan in 3rd place, crossed the 
line just 0.6 seconds behind 
the winner! 

It was a fantastic 
achievement for this youngster 
from Rayo Racing, considering 
the world class competition 
with a full grid of 34 drivers 
from all around Asia. “It was 
a really close race and it was a 
bit unfortunate that I could not 
win. I was quick all weekend 
and it has been a considerable 
improvement for me” said the 
student of Bombay Scottish 
School, Mahim.

The Event – 

1. Asia Max Challenge. (also 

Rotax Championship)
2. The most competitive Rotax 
Series in Asia, attracting 

drivers from all around Asia 
and some from beyond as 
well.
3. 34 drivers (max allowed on 
grid) for Junior
4. 6 Round Championship 

5. Circuit for Round 1 - 
Speedway Plus Circuit at 
Subang Jaya (Outside Kuala 
Lampur).

MAKING A MARK 
IN ASIAN ROTAX

Rayo Racing –

1. Started and run by 8 Time 
National Champion – 
Rayomand Banajee.

2. 13 Championship Titles 
and over 130 trophies.

3. Participates in  India and 
Asia.

4. Only Indian team to 
have won championship 
titles Internationally.

Jehan Daruvala -

1. 2010 JK Tyre Rookie Cup 
Champion.

2. 2010 JK Tyre National 
Rotax Karting Champion 
(Micro Max).

3. 2011 Malaysian All 
Stars Karting Champion 
(Yamaha).

by FMSCI to represent 
India at the FIA CIK 
Academy Trophy (part 
of the World Under18 
Championship).

5. 2011 One of the 3 drivers 
selected by Sahara Force 
India for their Driver 
Development Program.
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Navsari AVABAUG YOUTH CLUB is a small 
club formed by the combined efforts of all 
the Youth of Avabaug Charity Blocks at 

Navsari. The Club formed in May 2010 has more 
than 80 members actively involved in all Sports and 
Educational programs. In December 2011, the club 
organised “First Play Bawaji Play” event in which 
30 indoor games for Boys and Girls along with Essay 
and Quiz competitions were held with enthusiasm 
and fun. The event also organised a Tug-Of-War 
which saw participation from 5 teams.
The dignitaries present were Mr. Dara Deboo, 
Trustee of Navsari Malesar Behdin Anjuman, Mr. 

Jimmy Jokhi, Trustee 
of Ava Baug Charity 
Blocks and Mr. Jimmy 
Bachha, Active Social 
Worker of Ava Baug 
Charity Blocks. 
Everybody present 
made the evening more 
enjoyable.
The Judges for the 
Quiz and Essay 
Competitions were well 
loved personalities like  
Mrs. Arnavaz Bachha, 
Mrs. Jasmine Bachha 
and Mr. Vispi Mistry.
Within one and a half 
years of establishment, 
the Club has achieved a 

of Sports at Navsari, 
Surat and Mumbai.
During 2011 the youth 
Club achieved great 
results in various sports 

events:
1) Gujarat Khel-

Mahakumbh  - 
All Gujarat State 
Level Sports for 
which the following boys were selected at State 
Level - Hanoz Dhaloo and Vahist Tamboly for 

Handball from which Fratoon Patrawala, Yashan 
Patrawala and Hormaz Mogal were selected for the 
Handball State Team; Jahambux Dhalu selected 
for Football, and Khudabax Bachha played Kushti.

2)  Kaizad Bamji got selected for Trap-shooting at 
Pre-National Level.

3) Faryaaz Tamboly and Yezdi Bhamgara performed 
well at the All Parsis T.T. Tournament held at 
Cusrow Baug, Mumbai and won a special player 
prize.

4)  Finished in one of the top four positions in the 
Flood-lit Cricket Tournament at DPC Gymkhana.

5)  Won several Gold and Silver Medals at DPC 
Athletic Meet and The All Parsees Sports Jal D. 
Pardiwala Athletic Meet last year.

6)  Recently, in the All Parsis Navsari Athletic Meet 
the Club made remarkable achievements gaining 
several medals.

7)  Fratoon Patrawala received the Zochild Award 
this year and the Dance Group of the club gives 
an excellent dance performance at the Zochild 
Function every year.

Dr. Fratoon Patrawala told Parsi Times, “I would 
like to thank Trustees of Navsari Malesar Behdin 
Anjuman and Avabaug Charity Block Trust for their 
all round help and sponsorship to our Club.
And special thanks to Mr. Dara Deboo, Mr. Jimmy 
Jokhi, Mr. Farokh Tamboly, Mr. Jimmy Bachha, for 
their overall support and help to our Club.”

Parsi Times gets an exclusive with Dr. Fratoon Jaring Patrawala of Navsari

It is always great to be a member of any kind of Club or Association. Some 
reasons are as follows: 
1. You get to meet members from other backgrounds and walks of life.
2. Socializing on a regular basis improves the quality of your social skills and 

3. Seminars and events organized by the Club give you a chance to learn new 
things and maybe shine at things you didn’t know you were good at!. 

4. Through your level of participation and interaction you get to understand 

helpful for all your roles in life. 
So what are you waiting for, join a Club, enjoy the mingling and grow! 
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Vintage and Classic 
Car Club of India 
(VCCCI) is hosting a 

Vintage Car Fiesta on Sunday 
4th March, 2012. Let your 
passion for vintage cars drive 
you to come watch this show. 
You can expect to see more 
than a hundred vintage cars 
and motor cycles from before 
and after 1940. This rally will 
be spread over 50 kms in 
Mumbai. This car rally aims 
to attract a large number of 
visitors from all over India.
All cars and bikes present 
at the fest are competing in 
various categories for winning 
handsome prizes for their well 
maintained beauties! 
To catch these hot wheels, 
zoom across to Horniman 
Circle at 7 a.m. 

, one 
of the annual participants in 
the Vintage Car Fiesta and 
many other car rallies across 

the length and breadth of the 
country. Currently, an owner 
of nine vintage cars, his 1928 
Rolls Royce, 1923 Rover, 
Mercedes Benz and the Fiat 
are the entries for this year.  
His precious wheels are going 
to be driven by his daughter 
Rashna Poonawalla, a friend, 
his trusted mechanic and of 
course by himself! 
Mr. Fali says, “It’s a great 
feeling to drive my vintages 
around, whilst people glance 
at them approvingly.” He 
adds, “I can still drive my Fiat 
and Mercedes Benz around 
on a regular basis, but my 
Rover and Rolls Royce are too 
precious!”

Wouldn’t it be exciting to have your wedding celebrated by your 
family friends and millions of Indian TV viewers too!!
IF you are getting married in Mumbai anytime in the coming 
month, you might have the chance to be part of a documentary 

across India and each episode is dedicated to one culture and all 

part of all the ceremonies and explain to the world the beauty and 

If you are interested, please contact us on 022-66330404 and 

emailed to  or snail mailed to 102, 

The Cadillac - 1947, Series 
6267, Ruias the new 
Royalty of industrial India, 
the owners of the iconic 
Phoneix Mills, were its 

years of use, the car lay in 

1954 Dodge Kingsway 

Up and and running 

Proud possession of 

Hudson is only one car 
in the world, 7 seater, 
8 cylinder cars, was 

“The Silver Wraith 
Rolls Royce is of great 

It was given by Queen 
Elizabeth to her last 
Viceroy in India, Lord 

was handed over to the 

by Mountbatten on 
India’s independence 

Jawaharlal Nehru and 

It has also serviced 
foreign heads of state 
like the Shah of Iran, 
Jinnah, President 
Kennedy and the likes, 

India used the Rolls 

secured by the present 
owner in a dilapidated 
condition and has 
been restored to its 

restoration, the car will 
be participating in the 

f

Kh u r s h e d 
M o g r e l i a 
a n d 

Ayesha Kanga 
swept the Mr. 
Fresh face and 
Ms. Fresh Face 
2011 prizes after 
being tested at 
the college and 
city levels. They 
had to undergo 

personality and 
talent rounds 
right up to the 

24th February, at 
the amphitheatre at 

Bandra Fort.

Parsi Times is very proud to 
announce that two young 
Parsis have been voted as 
the winners of the Clean and 
Clear the Times of India Fresh 
Face 2011 competition. 

THE TIMES 
OF INDIA

GET 
FRESH

GET 
FRESH
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Man always becomes 
what he believes 
himself to be. If you 

keep on saying to yourself that 
I cannot do certain things, it is 
possible that you may end up  
becoming really incapable of 
doing it. It is your attitude, 
will power and belief that 
gives you the power to do 
what you thought was beyond 
your capacity.
 Life is not mere existence 
and old age does not mean 
an end to a productive, 
meaningful life. When old age 
embraces you, do not resist. 
You will learn to understand 
something but in a different 
way. It is not the age which 
makes you old; it is your 
attitude which determines 
whether you are forty years 
old or eighty years young.
 Every life experiences 
times of spiritual bankruptcy, 
seasons of draught, doubt 
and despair. Sometimes 
your heart is like a mountain 
meadow fed by many streams 
of relationships. Suddenly 
life becomes a barren hill 
shadowed by mysterious 
clouds of misery and gloom. 
The joyful moments of life seem 
to melt away, leaving behind 
deep chasms of loneliness, 
echoing canyons of despair 
and we feel drowned in the 
sea of our sorrow and misery. 
 We seem to linger in self 
pity and misery. “How does 
God allow this to happen to 
me? What is the meaning of 
this wretched life?” Instead 
of indulging in self pity and 
compassion we should chose 
to co-operate in self healing. 
Our hearts require tender 
care to open up and speak 
its secret. We should offer 
compassionate ears to hear 

its broken dreams. We should 
acknowledge and appreciate 
our accomplishments and 
talents; count and consider our 
virtues to recognize our self 
worth. As we acknowledge our 
gains we minimize our losses.

life is beautiful. No matter 

This is the great paradox that 
opens the heart and brings 
compassion. You had a 
purposeful life. It was a great 
feeling that you were wanted 
and appreciated. Suddenly 

yourself standing at a juncture, 
lonely and lost. It seems you 
have no one to turn to. 
 This is the time in your 
life when either you can get 
drowned in the ocean of self 
pity and misery or take it as 
an opportunity to enjoy the 
silent, serene moments for 
meditation, prayers and self-
realization. This is the time 
when you turn within to enjoy 
your own company. At times, 

changes that come in our life. 
As water assumes the shape 
of different vessels in which 
it is poured, we should adjust 
ourselves to the changes life 
offers us.
 Deprived of the company 
of those whom you loved, you 
should turn to the real friend 
within you. In spite of your 
loneliness, you are not alone. 
Enjoy your own company 
and make intimate contact 
with your inner self. When 
we turn within to deep inner 
self listening, we get the subtle 
ongoing guidance. Do not 
consider the bonus years of 
life as a burden but consider 
it an opportunity to amass 
the inner wealth to give a 

meaning and purpose to your 
life. To facilitate an awakening 
to the potential we have to 
transform our life to whatever 
the universe may put in our 
path. We cannot be as swift as 
a hare but with the wisdom of 
a tortoise we can still win the 
race.
 At any stage of life we 
should be willing to be 
beginners. New lessons bring 
with it new wisdom and we 
develop humility in place of 
arrogance. When we make 
a new beginning we make 
our lives interesting and 
adventurous. In the hectic busy 
life, we had no time to listen 
to the inner voice, but now as 
we are liberated from outer 
activities we open the doors to 
a new life. We have time and 
opportunity to bring out our 
hidden talents and indulge in 
our hobbies. Allow your days 

your soul in the divine nectar 
of devotional melodies, music 
and songs. Wade through the 
ocean of literature gifted to us 
by the great writers and sages. 
Accept the company of an 
interactive universe, despite 
the loneliness and you will be 
in great company. 
 Every individual, however 
humble, has something to 
offer. Old people with their 
rich and fruitful experience 
have much to offer but they 
should remain like a silent 
reference book on a shelf 
to be used by anyone who 
wants it. If it is not used it is 
not your business to go about 
explaining the contents.
 People generally prefer to 
remain young. With age the 
physical body undergoes wear 
and tear and becomes prone 
to sickness and disease. At 

this stage 
a person 
may need 
help and 
s u p p o r t 
f r o m 
f a m i l y . 
They need 
no pity. 
The best 
you can 
do for 
a helpless person is not to 
make him feel useless and 
unwanted. When faced with 
hostility we should turn for 
spiritual comfort. If God has 
given pain or suffering He will 
be the one to give strength to 
bear it. As the body becomes 
weak the strength of spirit 
rises and tends to the ailing 
body as a loving nurse.                      
 Birth, life and death are 
the inevitable landmarks of 
all living beings, universal in 
nature. Death is looked upon 
as an evil, a monster, though 
it brings an end to agony 
and suffering. Death is calm, 
serene and peaceful. It is one 
of the greatest eternal forms of 
life and transformation. The 
call of death is a call of love. 
We come and we go like the 
waves of the sea some smaller, 
some bigger, some raising 
high, some passing by. We 
are travelers on the vast and 
shifting sands of time.  
 Life is measured not by 
time but by your achievements. 
They are not the material gains 
but the spiritual progress you 
make for self awakening. With 
a positive frame of mind even 
with aging, one can remain 
young in mind and spirit. If 
old age is considered as an 

dreams, to relax and realize 
the value of life it will be a 

great blessing. Being alone, 
you are your own boss, your 
own mentor, your own critic.
 Death and life has to wait 
for the time just as a servant 
waits for his master’s order. 
When one gets the satisfaction 
of doing all that he needs to do, 
forgets the bitter experiences 
of the past and the urge of 
retaliation for the future. As 
one sends his blessings for 
all, through the channel of 
his thought, one is tempted 

experience death when still 

before the big event?
 Every night when we go 
to sleep we lay our weary 

that the day’s work is done. 
We turn and toss to make us 
comfortable and we know not 
when but we are in a peaceful 
serene slumber forgetting 
the events of the day. This 
is perhaps the rehearsal of 
death that we experience 
daily. When we shall lay our 
weary head in His lap we shall 
experience the same peace, 
except that the ultimate sleep 
will have no awakening in 
the physical body. It will be 
as graceful, as peaceful and 

everyday.
Till then let us rejoice life with 
all its blessings.
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What made you stand for the 
Mumbai University Students 
Council elections?

Basically Student’s Union 
Council is of the students, 
for the students and by the 
students. I thought that I can 
represent students and give 
a voice to their problems. 
And besides I was the only 
student from the Mumbai 
constituency. 
Were you apprehensive?

Yes I was apprehensive 
as it is a big responsibility 
being the voice of the student 
community. You know your 
own problems and those of 
your fellow students, and you 
get to represent them in the 
senate. The students council 
is the best way to get them 
redressed. 
What is more important 
for you - winning or 
participation?

For this election, winning 

Out of every student who 
stands for elections, only one 
wins. But whoever that is has 
to be the voice of the students 
and represent them. 

Why do you think people 
voted for you and made you 
win the elections?

when I came into contact with 
the political parties. And we 
also got a chance to campaign 
our cause. So during this 
time, we got to explain what 
we stand for. And I think the 
people voted for me because 
they believed that I would 
make a good representative.  
What will be your main 
responsibilities and area of 
jurisdiction as the President 
of Mumbai University 
Students Council?

Basically, I have to bring 
forward the complaints of 
the students. And I will be 
working with the director of 
student welfare department 
of the Mumbai University. 
We have to organize several 
activities. For example, we 
are going to start a campaign 
in all colleges across Mumbai 
to stop using cell phones 
when crossing the road. It’s 
called “Cross don’t Talk”. 
Besides this we shall also be 
dealing with early hall ticket 

issuing and easier norms for 
revaluation. 
Do you want to get in to 
politics eventually?

No, not at all. 
What are your future plans?

I am currently majoring 
in biotechnology and want to 
pursue genetics in the future.
What does this win mean to 
you in terms of being a Parsi 
and a girl?

president ship and get voted 
in to the senate. Being Parsi, 

to voice the problems of 
my fellow students. I have 
received tremendous support 
from my parents, friends and 
of course, I have won this by 
the grace of Ahura Mazda. 
Any message to the Parsi 
youth…

Why only the Parsi youth? 
This goes out to all the 
students: stop cribbing about 
your problems. Instead do 
something about them. The 
University has a grievance 
cell, approach it and resolve 
your problems! 

A student of Jai Hind College, Zenia Motiwala, is currently 

Council!

constituencies. 

Parsi Times 
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Zarathustra’s real 

explained in Part I of 
this article in Parsi Times 

kept in mind, to understand 
the magnitude of their    
transformation over the ages 
and how different our beliefs 

of its own. A revealed 

ancient as Zoroastrianism, 
is no exception. Being 

it transforms individual and 

and political institutions and 
undercuts traditional bases 
of wealth and power. It  has 
to withstand and grow in 
the milieu of deep-rooted 
traditional beliefs, ideologies 
and practices it replaces, 

to give them up.

manifest themselves through 
changes in a religion’s rituals, 
rites, practices, traditions and 
religious leadership. But basic 

intact. This has been the 
case with all major religions, 
except  Zoroastrianism. 

Over the ages, its reformist 
monotheistic teachings were 

pre-Zarathustrian deities 
and percepts denounced 

that he castigated, were also 
reintroduced. Moreover, some 

in one era, were altered in 
subsequent ones.

As their sweep is too 
expansive for a brief article, 
the transformation/2 will 

through a limited number of 
topics, over 3 time periods:
(i) The Gathic Period (GP), 

from around 1700 up to 
1400 BC;  

(ii) The Younger Avestan 
Period (YAP), from around 
1400 BC up to 250 AD (the 
advent of the Haptanghaiti 
Gathas until the end of the 
Parthian era); and

(iii) The Later Avestan  Period 
(LAP), from about 250 
to 900 AD (Sassanian/ 
Islamic era) up to the 
present times.

, belief continued 
in Zarathustra’s teachings 
that Ahura Mazda created 

Mentalities and abstract 
Attributes, and He endowed 
man/3 with Qualities akin 
to His Attributes so that he 
could help perfect the world 

were: Asha (Absolute Truth  /

(Good Mind/ Divine Love); 
Armaiti  (Divine Service/ 
Devotion); Khshathra (Divine 

(Perfection); and Ameratat 

Such monotheistic teachings 

of the pre-Zarahustrian faith 

it had to perform expensive 
rites and rituals to assuage 
various godheads, primordial 
and supernatural divinities. 
Faced with the resulting loss 

began agitating against the 
new teachings.

, such 

Zarathustra’s weak successors 
could not resist the rebelling 
priests who were determined 
to revert to pre-Zarathustrian 
beliefs and practices to regain 

a “grand compromise” was 
forged between them. It is 

Gathas, and later scriptures. 

introduced, was to retain 
the concept of Ahura Mazda 
in name, while blending 
pre-Zarathustrian entities 

doctrinal underpinnings of 
the Prophet’s teachings.
How was it all done? It began 

eroding His omnipotence. 
His six innate Attributes were 

“Amesha Spentas”. He was 

divine Zoroastrian pantheon 
was thus created. Amesha 

of subsequent faiths. Each 

made responsible for a 

Kingdom; Asha, for Fire; 
Spenta Armaiti, for Mother 

for the Mineral Kingdom; 
Haurvatat, for the Water 
Kingdom; and Ameretat, for 
the Plants Kingdom. 

percepts were abandoned. For 
instance, that: Ahura Mazda 
endowed man with Qualities 
akin to His Attributes, so 
that he could cope with his 

whether to perfect his urwan 
and thus the world, and for 
the fate of his urwan’s fate 

words and good deeds, man 

basic principles of Good 
Thinking, Truth and Service 
and perfect his urwan and 
the world. Instead, he could 
now seek the help of Amesha 

and ceremonies denounced 

into the faith. Under the 

supernatural elements of the 
pre-Zarathustrian times were 

faith. And almost all rituals 

their help along with that of 
Ahura Mazda.  

:  The 7 Amesha 
Spentas continued as the 

were now called “Aspandads”. 
Ahura Mazda was renamed, 
“Ormazad”. New languages  

account for the name changes.
The Aspandads are no 
longer responsible for the 

Except for Ormazad, each 
now represented objects used 
in ceremonies and rituals: 

– Milk, Spandarmad – fruits 
and vegetables, Shatravar – 
Metals, Kurdad –Water, and 
Amardad –Oil.

, there were no 

supernatural force to believe in 

not part of Zarathustra’s real 
teachings.                                                                                                                       

, the Yazats 
(Adorable Ones) were 
introduced along with the 

as part of the compromise 

pantheon, but below the 
Amesha Spentas (at the level 
of angels in later religions).  
Unlike them, Yazats were not 

Mazda.  
Groups of Yazats 
helped each Amesha 
Spenta to take care 
of the material and 
spiritual aspects 

(spiritual or celestial) 
Yazats like Daena, 
Serosha, Mithra, 

presided over 
wisdom, contracts, 

(material or terrestrial) Yazats 

wind, rain, etc.. Later in this 
period when Persian empires 

gods of conquered nations 
began to be absorbed 
for political reasons into 
Zoroastrianism as Yazats. 
Their numbers therefore 
multiplied. 
Elaborate ceremonies, rituals 

faith, achieving the rebelling 
priesthood’s goal of regaining 
lost wealth and power. Yashts 

major Yazat. Man recited them 
to seek boons, benedictions 
and help from the Yazats. 
Such reliance further eroded 

making choices relevant to the 
perfection of his urwan and 
the world.  
Zarathustra had taught that 
Ahura Mazda endowed 
each man with a Daena, 
which received His guidance 
through His Divine Messenger 

concept of Fravashis. Both 
were also demoted, as celestial 
Yazats.  
Zarathustra, and Ahura 
Mazda, are now often called 
Yazats. Even the juice of the 
intoxicating ephedra plant, 
Hoama, whose consumption 
and use in pre- Zarathustrian 

Yazat. A Yasht was composed 
to honor him and recited 

through a ritual.
Zarathustra’s taught that 
Ahura Mazda created the 
Universe through His Spenta 

Adi Davar is an enthusiastic 
researcher, writer and 
speaker on Zoroastrianism, 
its history and contemporary 
issues. A former member of 
WZO International Board of 
Trustees, he is a consultant 
on international economic 
development and a senior 
executive in the Tata Group 
and retired director of East 

World Bank. 
Parsi Times is proud to 

of his two part article on 
“Zarathushtra’s Essential 

Transformation over the 
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credit is taken away. Instead, 
Amesha Spentas, Yazats 
and others are credited with 
helping Ahura Mazda in the 
creation process.

, Yazats, renamed 
“Izads”, multiplied to over 
31,000 by the end of the 
Sassanian era (632 AD). They 
continued to be worshipped 
through an increasing number 
of prayer ceremonies and 
rituals, which included 
recitation of Yashts composed 
to honor the major ones. 
Power and responsibilities of 
Izads now outstripped those 
of Aspandads. 
Serosha, Mithra and Rashnu 
are no longer “celestial” 
Yazats. All three, are made the 
Judges at Chinvat Bridge. The 
Prophet’s teaching that Ahura 
Mazda is the only Judge at the 

, there was no belief 
in Fravashis. They had no place 
in Zarathustra’s teachings.

, Fravashis were 
introduced into Zoroastrian 

as part of the “grand 
compromise”. They are 
“holy souls” who “existed 
since “the dawn of time”, i.e. 
before the creation process 

began. Another primordial 
force was thus blended into 
Zarathustra’s revolutionary 
monotheistic faith. Fravashis 
joined Ahura Mazda, Amesha 
Spentas and Yazats in the 
creation process. Ahura 
Mazda’s omnipotence in the 
creation process was thus 
further diluted and His Spenta 
Mainyu Mentality’s role cut 
out.   
Zarathustra’s teaching 
that Ahura Mazda guides 
every man’s Daena through 
His Serosha Mentality, is 
discarded altogether. Instead, 
man receives guidance from 
his heaven-based Fravashi, 
or guardian spirit. Everyone 
and everything, even Ahura 
Mazda and the Amesha 
Spentas, have Fravashis. One 
of the oldest Zoroastrian 
prayers written in this 
period, the Fravardin Yasht, 
lists about 300 Fravashis, 
some primordial and others 
of persons who played 
invaluable roles in spreading 
Zarathustra’s teachings in 
many lands. 
The new prayers, including 
those composed for socio-
religious occasions, invoked 
not only Ahura Mazda’ help, 
but also that of Fravashis, 

Yazats and Amesha Spentas.  
, Fravashis, 

renamed “Farohars”, under-
went a transformation from 
the preceding period. It is 
Ahura Mazda, renamed 
Ormazd, who created them 
before He decided to create 
the universe.  
Yet another major 
transformation in Zoroas-
trianism’s theology was, 
that Farohars agreed to 
Ormazd’s request not to live 
with Him in heaven, but on 
earth within man to serve as 
his guide in earthly life and 
return to heaven only when 
his body dies. Zarathustra’s 
original concepts of Daena 
and Serosha, as well as the 
change made in them in the 
YAP, were thus discarded. 
As the world today has over 
7 billion persons, it now has, 
by implication, over 7 billion 
Fravashis instead of about 300 
in the Fravardin Yasht.
Whatever a man’s trans-
gression may be, his Fravashi 
always intercedes on his 
behalf with Ahura Mazda. It 
accompanies his urwan across 
Chinvat Bridge, to plead for 
him with its 3 Judges. It also 
does that in his after-life. The 
monotheistic teaching that 
man is responsible for the fate 
of his urwan in afterlife is thus 
watered down.

, there was no belief 
in Angre Mainyu, It was simply 
not part of Zarathustra’s 
teachings. As explained in Part 
I of this article, he mentions 
Wickedness (called “Evil” in 
later scriptures) in 3 places, 
in the context where the word 
means a “doer of wickedness”, 
“wicked person” or “victim of 
wickedness”. This suggests 
that Wickedness has no 
substance, until man gives 
it life by choosing to think, 
speak or act wickedly.

, Wickedness 

time in Zoroastrianism as 
“Angre Mainyu”, the Evil 
Spirit. As part of the “grand 
compromise”, it emerges 
as a primordial spirit that 
is always in opposition to 
Ahura Mazda’s innate Spenta 
Mainyu Mentality (His 
Creative Mentality). That 
Mentality is thus turned into a 

Angre Mainyu’s goal is to 
overthrow Ahura Mazda and 
lure men into becoming his 
allies. Although Zarathustra 
had castigated belief and 

worship of daevas and divs, 
they re-enter Zoroastrianism 
as Angre Mainyu’s panoply of 
the evil forces. They are always 
engaged in perpetrating evil in 
the universe and persuading 
men to commit evil. 
Towards the end of YAP, in 
the Achamanean era (549-330 
BC), the “Zurvanite heresy” 
gained credence amongst 
Zoroastrians. Namely, that 
Zurvan (i.e., Time), not Ahura 
Mazda , was the father of both  
Spenta Mainyu and Angre 
Mainyu. 

, Angre Mainyu 
was renamed “Ahriman”. 
From his position as  the rival 
of Ormazad’s Spenta Mainyu 
Mentality in the YAP, he is 
now made Ormazad’s co-
equal. This was done through 
the Avesta-Zend compiled 
in the Sassanian era. In other 
words, it was only 1,700 years 
ago that the name as well as 
co-equality of Ahriman with 
Ahura Mazda was introduced 
in our 4,000 year-old faith. Is 
that duality compatible with 
Zarathustra’s teaching of 
monotheism? 
Ahriman swears vengeance 
against Ormazd and His 
creations. He vows to destroy 
them. He creates all evil in the 
universe, including falsehood, 
disease, pestilence, war and 
death. With his panoply of 
daevas and divs, he spreads 
and deepens evil in all forms 
everywhere. When any man 
abandons the worship of 
Ormazd, Ahriman makes him 
his partner. He is determined 
to prevent Frasho-keriti 
(Ultimate Renovation of the 
Universe), a concept also 
grafted into Zoroastrianism in 
the Sassanian era. All this is a 
drastic change in Zarathustra’s 
teaching that evil has no 
substance until man makes it 
a reality.
A further change occurred in 
Sassanian times. In place of 
the Achamanean heresy of 
Zurwan, Zoroastrians now 
believed that Zurwan fathered 
Ormazd and Ahriman as 
twins. Learned scholars like 
Mary Boyce have concluded 
that most Sassanian kings, 
and presumably many 
Zoroastrians at the time, were 
Zurwanite in their belief.  

, man followed 
Zarathustra’s teaching of 
venerating Ahura Mazda, His 
Mentalities and Attributes, by 
reciting individual prayers 
with outstretched arms (Ha. 

50.8), doing simple rituals 

by living life according to 
the faith’s basic principles. 
This was done before an 

whose light was symbolized 
by the Prophet as Ahura 
Mazda’s light of Wisdom and 
Creativity. Since Zarathustra 
had denounced rites and 
rituals that led to the loss of 

the pre-Zarathustrian priests, 
it might be safe to assume 
that Zoroastrian priests only 
performed “socio-religious” 
ceremonies. No one seems to 
know what prayers they than 
recited. But presumably, they 
only invoked Ahura Mazda 
and drew upon the relevant 
stanzas of those Gathas that 
Zarathustra had composed to 
teach his faith. 

 however witnessed 
a revival of many ceremonies 
and rituals of the pre-
Zarathustrian era, inclusive of 

and libations. Since Amesha 
Spentas, Yazats and Fravashis 
were now blended into the 
faith, prayers recited at all 
rituals and socio-religious 
prayer ceremonies, invoked 
their blessings and help 
besides that of Ahura Mazda.
The Hoama ritual was revived 
and new ones introduced. 
For example, certain days of 
the year were earmarked as 
“Fravardigan days”, when 
the Fravardin Yasht’s 300 
Fravashis come down to earth. 
Man had to propitiate them 
in order to persuade them to 
look after the urwans of their 
deceased family members. 
New expensive ceremonies 
like the afringan, faroksi and 
varsi had to be performed 
throughout the year to help 
those urwans. Such practices 
transformed Zarathustra’s 
basic teaching that a man’s 
urwan pays in after life, for 
living or not living according 
to the faith’s basic principles.

,  the expensive 
Nirang and Vendidad 
ceremonies were added. But 

offerings ceased. Fire, milk, 
fruits, metal objects, water 
and an oil lamp, the earthly 
domains that were assigned to 
the 7 Aspandads in this period, 
were used instead. Religiosity 
and rites increasingly become 
man’s means of venerating 
Ormazd, rather than through 
individual prayers and simple 
personal rituals.

Contd. on Pg. 10
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ZARTHUSTRA’S ESSENTIAL TEACHINGS
As in the YAP, eminent priests 
continued to compose prayers 
invoking Amesha Spentas, 
Yazats and Fravashis, besides 
Ahura Mazda. But phrases 
from the Gathas were now 
interwoven into them to 
give them the authenticity 

teachings. That was also 
the purpose of inserting 
the surviving 17 Gathas 

the middle of the 72 chapters 

By the Islamic period (around 
632 AD), the number of 
fravashis swelled to 9,999. 
Yet another change was 
introduced in Fravardigan 
practice. Fravashis of 
the deceased relatives 
accompanied Fravardin 

members propitiated them to 
cajole them into taking care of 

practice again changed in 
later centuries. On Favardigan 
days, only the Fravashis of 
the deceased family members 
came in the company of their 

years, urwans of the deceased  
relatives alone came , so that 
their families could remember 
them.

, belief continued in 

man who had lived according 

and perfected his urwan, is 
rewarded on crossing Chinvat 
Bridge by being absorbed in 

the allegorical Abode of Light 
and Song. Those who had not, 
went to the allegorical Abode 
of Woe and Misery. 

, a four-fold 
division for both heaven and 

were: Anaghra Roaocha 
(endless light), where Ahura 
Mazda, Amesha Spentas, 
Yazats and the Fravashis 
of perfected souls dwell as 
reward for having perfected 
themselves on earth; the 
remaining 3 lower heavens, in 
a descending order, awaited 
those who had led less 
perfect lives, namely, those 
of Humata (Good Thought), 
Hukhata (Good Words) and 
Huvarshta (Good Deeds). 

descending order, were those 
of Dushmata (Evil Thought), 
Dushukhta (Evil Words), 
Dushvarashta (Evil Deeds) 
and Angra Temati (Endless 
Darkness). In addition, 
man who lived life with an 
equal measure of good and 
wickedness, went to Misvana 
Getu (place of mixing), a mid-
way place between heaven 
and hell.

, these divisions 
remained. But the urwans 
for whom no obsequies were 
done by their relatives, went 
to a lower level of heaven. 
Those for whom they were 
done, ascended to its highest 
level, Garothman. Locations 
of heaven are set in different 
parts of the cosmos. From the 
lowest to highest, they were 
between stars to moon, moon 
to sun, and sun to Garothman 
and Garotman to endless 
light where Ahura Mazda 

are in the middle of the earth, 
below Chinvat Bridge. Each is 
distinguished by increasing 
gradation of punishment 
meted by Ahriman and his 
divs to the urwans. The 
midway heaven is  located 
between the earth and stars.

The objective of  this article is 

simply to provide information 
that is not easily available 

Readers might ponder 
over it and reach their own 
conclusions as to whether 
what they practice as their 

original strictly monotheistic 
teachings. Or, whether it is 
closer to the practice of the 
Sassanian era, by which time 

regressed through blending 

primordial and supernatural 
beings into them and rituals to 
propitiate them. 
It seems to the author that 
the extensive blending 
initiated through the “grand 

the Haptanhaiti Gathas, 
was deepened in our later 
scriptures because by that 

had become dimmer and 
dimmer. This was probably 
due to the inability over 
those centuries to understand 
the ancient Gathic language 

composed them. Together, 
they succeeded in drastically 
changing most of his strict 
monotheistic teachings, 

rituals, practices, traditions 
and religious leadership - as 
it happened in other major 
faiths. 
The net result was: to preserve 
the concept of Ahura Mazda, 
not as the sole omnipotent 
Creator, but as one who relied 
on supernatural beings and 
forces even in the process of 
creation itself; to personalize 
His innate Mentalities and 
abstract Attributes, and turn 
them into supernatural forces; 
to create a hierarchial divine 
pantheon of Amesha Spentas 
and Yazats, akin to arch angels 

and angels of later faiths; to 
revere Ahura Mazda not only 
through personal prayers, 
but increasingly through 
expensive and frequent rituals 
and ceremonies invoking such 

Daena not to receive Ahura 

Serosha Mentality, but instead 
be guided by a  supernatural 

mentioned nowhere. 
Further results were: to 
continue venerating Ahura 
Mazda, along with the 
supernatural Amesha Spentas, 
Yazats and Fravashis who 

teachings; for man to no longer 
be the one who gives substance 
to Wickedness, but instead 
pass the blame to a primordial 
Evil, Ahriman; to make him 
equal to Ahura Mazda; for 
man to rely on supernatural 
Yazats and Fravashis to help 
him perfect his urwan and the 
world, rather than choosing to 

basic principles; to nourish 
hope of a better fate for his 
urwan in afterlife through the 
intercession of his Fravashi 
and obsequies done by 
relatives, rather than reap the 

the way he lived on earth.
The reality seems to be, that 

on beliefs and practices that 

pristinely monotheistic 

trians practice it as it has 
evolved “by tradition”, in 
the erroneous belief that it 

Or, should they practice the 

while doing that, should they 
also respect the traditions 
that have grown up over the 

ages, while recognizing that 
they are merely time-honored 

confront this dilemma alone, 
and live with his personal 
decision.
As followers of a tolerant 
faith premised on the use of 

is it possible to consider 
engaging in a productive 
discussion about what has 

In such a dialogue, can we 

without demonizing those 
with just as strongly held 

thus come to some common  
understandings, which can be 
passed on as a legacy to future 

to hope for such a mutually 

mentioned in the article, 
are drawn from the 17 
surviving Gathas ascribed 
by scholars to him. Each 
teaching is based on the 
translations by the pre-
eminent Parsi scholar 
Dr. Irach Taraporewala 
in “The Divine Songs of 

1993, and the leading 
Gatha scholar, Stanley 
Insler in his “Gathas of 

2. Among the surveys of 
historical transformation of 
the faith, the most erudite 

which he has relied, is the 
one made by scholar-priest 
Dasturji M.N. Dhalla in 

3. “Man” or “men” are the 
abbreviations used in the 
both genders.

Contd. from Pg. 9
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Cavalleria Rusticana 
by Pietro Mascagni 

(1863-1945) became his 
most performed work, and 
therefore, the most famous 

operetta. Theatre statistics 
show that by the time he 
died in 1945, the opera had 
received more than 14,000 
performances in Italy alone, 
and by the turn of the century 
it had been heard in every 
major operatic centre across 
Europe, Russia, and America. 
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very glamorous....almost like a 
diva!”

Parsi Times brings you the 
third look of the year. Arshis 
and his colleague Sanaea 
got down to giving another 
young P.T. reader, Freya 
Mazda, a glam diva look.

Arshis says “Smoky eyes 
is the everlasting in demand 
look. From brides to fashion 
shows, from party hoppers to 
home makers. Everyone is a 
sucker for smoky glam diva 
eyes.”

Sanaea applied a basic 

layer of foundation to blend in 
with her skin tone. Following 
which, Arshis started the 
process of transforming 
her eyes. It was the perfect 
evening look with smoky 
eyes. Following this, the lips 
were lined with a lip liner and 

them appear soft and luscious. 
Next, they proceeded to 

change her poker straight hair 
into fun bubbly curls. After 

was complete! 
Freya was ready 
for a great 
evening and that 
too looking like a 
million bucks!

“I was really looking 
forward to the makeover. I 

the end result. But, Arshis 
and Sanaea did a great job. 
And at the end of it all,  I felt 

Arshis Javeri is obsessed 
with colour and art. This 
freelance makeup artist 
and hair stylist is a creative 
junkie who lives his dream 
of making people look 
gorgeous everyday. Arshis 
has studied at Makeup 
Forever Professionals in 
UAE and other places.

He is a trainer for an 
academy sponsored by Max 
Factor.

Bridal’s, Photo shoots, 
Makeovers, Stage shows, 
Portfolios and Editorials are 
his forte.

makeup@arshisjaveri.com 
www.arshisjaveri.com

The Glam Diva Look 
FOR THE FACE:
Primer - MAC strobe 
Concealer - Make Up For Ever 
Foundation - Make Up Forever HD Foundation
Powder – Stage colour 
FOR THE EYES :
Shadow - Chanel (golden brown) + MAC (carbon) to contour
Highlight - Chanel dull gold 
Inner corner - Shimmer gold dust
Liner - Shiseido gel liner (smudge into upper and lower lid)
Khol - Max factor
Mascara - Rimmel London (lengthening)
FOR THE LIPS:
Lip Colour - Bobby Brown (nude pink)
Gloss -  L’Oreal Glam Shine 
FOR THE CHEEKS: 
Cheeks - Avon Attitude 
Contour - BH cosmetics of USA 
FOR THE HAIR:
Spray Bed Head curl protector before using the curling rod.

Arshis Javeri is changing the face of the Parsi Community. Literally!

Send 

in your 

pics to 

answerthis@

parsi-times.com

This shoot 
was  

co-ordinated 
by  

P.T. Reporter 
Kashmira 

Pavri
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Dear Parsi Times Advertisers,

The time has come for the Community to celebrate Jamshedi Navroze.

The Parsi Times Special Issue for the season is slotted to release on Saturday, the 17th March 2012. 

This issue will highlight and celebrate the trends and thoughts of our culturally rich Community with love and wisdom, the only way Parsi Times knows how! 

Our stories are inspirational, our features and sections have their fans and enthusiasts. There is something for everyone in PARSI TIMES!

This is a great time for Advertisers to meet our readers. 

Our weekly has grown in circulating from 4000 to almost 15,000 in a few short months. 
Our content is reader friendly and appeals to Community members from all walks of life and of all ages. 
We use international paper, assuring long shelf life and better bolder colour.

We are young and trendy yet soulful and respectful, just like the demographic we cater to.

It just makes good business sense to speak to the Community through Parsi Times!

assistance please contact our helpline or email address.

 Looking forward to this celebration with you. 

Freyan
freyan@parsi-times.com

The signature Parsi Times 
strip is a superb way to stay 
neat and noticed away from 
the content of the paper. 
We always have and always 
will discount it! 

(6 CM X 5 COLUMNS)
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(15 CM X 2.5 COLUMNS)

The neat Quarter Pager 
is a memorable size for a 
business to wish its Clients 
and Community!

COLABA (550)
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VILE PARLE (100)
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GOREGOAN(125)

VASAI (125)

JOGESHWARI(985)

THANE (150)

Parsi Times 
is everywhere you need to be: 
Line Distribution every Saturday 

(Newspaper route) in Mumbai

Postal Delivery to Pune and Gujarat 

Special Delivery for other subscribers  

in India 

An online version 

Popular Facebook presence 

And still growing....
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Well, you all know what a full page ad looks 

like! 

But for reference sake here are the actual 

sizes of each ad size (except the Full Pager) 

that you could pick in our Special March Is-

sue! Just browse around and send us your 

If our past record is anything to go by, each 

you do want to block out certain pages you 

MUST rush!! 

Call our Advertising line today!

CONTACT ON - 09930264854 / 
advertise.parsitimes@gmail.com, advertise@parsi-times.com
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(10 CMS X 2 COLUMNS)

Ok, so business is good for 
the caterers and travel 
agents! Show off with this 
20cc!

(15 CM X 5 COLUMNS)

09930264854

Of course, nothing beats a 
Full Page greeting, but the 
respectable Half Pager is 
also a good way to wish the 
folks Navroze Mubarak!

This is the best size 
when you have a 
small and thriving 
business.

It’s our version of a 

is for the beginners and 
small business owners like 
toran makers and chocolate 
makers and out of home 

businesses!

This is the best size 
when you have a 
small and thriving 
business.
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A Special Issue is a time to shine, 

where we pull out all the stops 

in keeping with such a large and 

wonderful celebration! 

We all celebrate, so we should all 

afford to showcase our business 

for the Community as well! 

Parsi Times has a special rate 

for the small and budding 

business men and women of our 

Community. 

Check out these nominally priced 

advertising spaces and rates 

that give everyone a chance to 

celebrate these Parsi Times !!!!

(5 CMS X 2 COLUMNS)(10 CM X 1 COLUMNS)

(10 CM X 1 COLUMNS)

CONTACT ON - 09930264854 / 
advertise.parsitimes@gmail.com, advertise@parsi-times.com
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P. T. QUESTION OF THE WEEK

If you had some advice for the youth/elder generation of the Community 
what would it be?

Parsi Times chats with Community Members and asks for their unbiased take on important 
Community issues. We are proud to feature our unedited minds. Maybe their voices can be heard!

Hey there! Register your voice on contribute@parsi-times.com Just mail in your name,  age and contact number. 
Our questions can range from the serious to the sensational. Let us join hands in making a voice  today for our tomorrow!

Young 
& Free

Old n 
Wise

Gool Gubba, 73 years, Malcolm Baug 
If you follow the principles of our religion that is Humata, Hukhata, 
Huvarashta and Manashni, Gavashni, Kunashani then you will be successful 
in life. 

Minoo Sarkari, 65 years, Vasai 
Mainly, I want to tell the youth that they should pay more attention to religion. 
It is the main thing. Another advice is that the youth should cooperate with 

pass is not enough. And the youngsters should get married to their fellow 
Parsis only, as the population is decreasing drastically. Here, it would be 

Nina Writer, 51 years, Marazban Colony
Use diligence, perseverance and concentration along with a fervent drive 
to succeed in all spheres of life. Achieve your goals with vengeance and 
zest. Mediocrity is unacceptable in today’s modern world. So, aim for the 
superlative. 

Sorab Shroff, 50 years, Charni Road
My advice to the youth would be to be more tolerant towards one another, 
especially to people who are married or getting married. Listen to everyone 
and accept people’s opinions before forming your own opinion. Let religion 
play a more important role in your life. As in, have more faith and trust in 
prayers. Also, participate culturally in Community affairs more than they are 
doing now, so that they can mix and mingle with more Parsis.

Yezdi Bengali, 63 years, Thakurdwar 
Truly speaking, my message to the youth of the Community is that they 
should be very honest to their profession and continue with the hard work 
that they are putting in.

Viraf Jokhi, 54 years, Vasai 
I would like to advice the youth of today on marriage and education. All the 

before doing that, they should study hard and come ahead in life.

Kaizene Mistry, 18 years, Student
I just want to tell them to lay off. Stop trying to get us married within the 
Community. I know it is important but it is way too much pressure. In HPY 

says that you want to join HPY for gaining access to future prospects. Lay off 
about everything! The lectures at HPY are so annoying. They keep on saying 
just one thing - Parsis Parsis Parsis! Chill out! We live in a cosmopolitan 
society!

Kerushna Bharucha, 19 years, Student
I feel that the elder generation today pretty much understand us. They 
understand their children to a great extent. They are much better than the 
generation before that in their thinking and approach towards life. I think 
they are pretty cool.

Dilshad Umrigar, 18 years, Student
In my opinion, we are very lucky that our elders are so cool. Though they are 
into traditions, culture and customs, they don’t force it on us. I feel that they 
are much more broad minded than the elderly of other religions.

Shahzad Bhiwandiwala, 19 years, Student
If a child does not do his Kusti twice a day, it does not mean that he doesn’t 
believe in a higher spiritual power.

Natasha Bana, 18 years, Student
I would advise the elders not to keep many servants at home in view of the 
recent killing of elderly that have been taking place all over the city. Also, 
many Parsis stay abroad, so I would suggest that elders call their kids back to 
India because this is when they need their kids the most. 

Binaisha Bilimoria, 18 years, Student
I just want to tell them that the times are changing and you need to move 
ahead with the times. One has to be broad minded in today’s time.

Marzbaan Balsara, 31 years, DJ Mars
I want to ask them to stop living in the past and start living in the present. 

that stop living in the same old fashioned way and walk with time.

Yasmin Elavia, 53 years, Tardeo 
Pursue your goals diligently. Always be rooted and never forget your 
religion. Dream big to achieve big things in your life.

Demavand Sethna, 16 years, Student
I feel that the earlier generation was far better than our generation. They were 
more physically active and played much more sports than we do now. In 

than ours. They have far more experience than us and I feel that they are 
much better than us.

Mazda Disawalla, 17 years, Student
I want to say that let us enjoy as much as we can right now because when we 
get older we won’t be able to live freely and enjoy ourselves. We do respect 
their values but they should let us have fun right now.
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Sure it’s fun to chuck colour at complete strangers and cranky aunties! But once the fun of water pistols and colour calamaties is over you are left itchy, 
scratchy and highly funny looking! Ears stay pink for days and nails look like fungus breeding grounds! You won’t end up feeling your best when your hair 
begins to show some serious signs of damage and your skin breaks out into rashes after using harsh soaps!

Parsi Times pulls out the home remedies that ensure you have fun and yet know how to care for your skin and hair post the Colour Wars!

Everyone loves locks that 
bounce the light off their 
hair! Everyone wants 

locks that glisten with light. No 
matter what your hair texture 
is, you can have healthy-
looking hair by following a 
few simple do’s and dont’s. 
Hair can be very fragile when 
wet, so brushing can induce 
frizz, split ends and breaking. 
comb the hair instead when 

it’s wet. :-)
Protect your hair while using 
heating tools, and try to use 
them only when absolutely 
needed. This should keep your 
hair from becoming damaged 
and drying out.
Trim your hair regularly it’s 
the best way to keep away 
split ends as they could tend 
to make your hair look dull 
and dry. Even if you are trying 
to grow your hair, trim it 
regularly every 3 months and 
make sure your hair dresser 
takes off only 1/2 an inch to an 
inch.

After shampooing your hair 
rinse and condition it out with 

cool water. This will seal the 
cuticles and prevent frizz and 

products (serum) too close 
to your scalp or it will make 
your hair look greasy. Try 
using a wooden comb to comb 
your hair through. Say NO to 
plastic brushes. They tend to 
cause static and makes the hair 
break and cause split ends. 
Curly haired people stay away 
from combs and brushes when 
the hair is dry for sure!! It will 

than anything!! Serum added 
to curly hair when it’s dry will 
add more shine and cut a lot of 
frizz! Straight hair- Lucky you, 
Straight hair has great natural 

hair is damaged improving 
the texture is the only way 
to get some shine into your 
hair. Treat the damaged area 
of the hair with some leave 
in conditioner and try doing 
a deep conditioning once a 
week, maybe at home or in a 
salon.

SHINY SHINE AND 
MORE SHINE

RECIPE

Purveen Dubash is a 
chef with many knives in 
her pretty home kitchen 

cabinet. From TV anchor 
to educator to author she 
is armed with culinary 
skills to put your tummy 
into a hypnotic state. 
We are proud to present 
to you her recipes 
which have the unique 
distinction of being not 
only simple to follow 
but yummy to taste!

MUFFINS
Ingredients:

2 teaspoons baking powder
2 small eggs
½ cup oil
1 cup milk 
1½ cups sugar
Vanilla essence

Variations:
Date: Add 200 grams 

ingredients
Cheese: Add ½ cup strong 

and omit sugar.

Directions:

powder in a large bowl. 
Add the remaining 
ingredients. Mix till well 
combined. 
Pour into well greased 

pre-heated oven for 20-25 
minutes.

SSuSuSuS rereree iit’t’t’ss funn to cchuck ccololouo r at complete stranggers and cranky aunties! But once the fun of water pistools and colour calamattieeieess isis oveer r yoyouuu are e leleleftttttf  ittchyhyhyhy,,,

form a layer and help colour wash off easier later

the sun. 

Holi celebrates the end of 
winter and the beginning of 
spring. Traditionally all Holi 
colours were drawn from 
natural colours present in 
the newly blooming spring 

however chemicals have 
ravaged the market and 
are not only damaging 
our skin but harming the 
environment. Holi colour 
settles on leaves and drains 
into the earth killing our 

supposed to celebrate! 

Parsi Times loves the neat ideas and links to make your own 
colours at http://www.cleanindia.org/btonature/holi.htm

Why don’t you get together with your friends and make some 
natural colours for the season! That way you get all the fun 

Planet!

your pores and causing a high damage 
situation. 

doesn’t need dryness now! 

Instead apply coconut oil and with the help of cotton, try and 
remove the colour.

mixture while cleaning off. 

playing!
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The next time you go to Udvada, don’t just rush back….take a day off and drive down 

to neighbouring Daman. It is exciting – to say the least.

Dear Dikri,
You are very observant! Indeed there are winged bulls 
that stand at the gate. They always come in a pair. This 

Varasyaji- the sacred white bull of our religion. The wings 
are a symbol of immortality. It is believed that even when 
a Varasyaji dies, its ancient spirit lives on forever. And 
this spirit is what protects our sacred Agiaries and Atash 
Behrams. So Dikri, next time you visit the Agiary, look at 
them closely and you will see the resemblance.

Dear Mamaiji , 
Outside my Agiary there is a big bull with wings. Why 
is it there?Medes’ history 

is shrouded in 
obscurity as they 

have left hardly any records of 
their achievements. We have 
to depend upon the records 
of other nations whom they 
came in contact with, such as 
the Greeks, Assyrians and the 
Jews. Herodotus is the main 
source of information about 
the Medes. They were very 
much like the Persians. They 
were Indo-Iranian in their 
speech and Aryans in descent.

They spoke western 
Iranian language referred to 
as the Median language. They 
had migrated into Iran from 
southern Russia.  They arrived 
in the region of Iran during 
the Bronze Age Collapse 
around 2nd millennium BCE. 
They were violent people and 
were culturally disruptive. 
Probably, the capital city of 
Medes was Ecbatana, modern 
Hamadan. Media was overrun 
many times by several kings of 
Assyria and the Medes were 
made to pay tributes to them 

but the Assyrians never did 
actually occupy their territory.

The Medes followed an 
ancient Iranian religion which 
was a form of pre-Zoroastrian 
Mazdaism or Mithraism. They 
had a powerful priesthood 
and their priests were called 
“Magi”. Later during the last 
days of the Median Empire 
the reforms of Zarathushtra 
spread in western Iran. 

Dayaukku.

Perhaps you have never 
realized – the Union 
Territory of Daman 

has a long and rich historical 
heritage covering more 
than 2000 years. From an 
edict belonging to Emperor 
Ashok (dated 273 to 136 B.C) 
which was discovered by 
archeologists in this area, 
down to 1523 when the 
Portuguese noticed the port 
of Daman and occupied it 
for more than four centuries 
till 1961, the monuments of 
Daman have been a witness to 
history. 

Over the centuries, the port 
town has created a rich and 
multi-faceted cultural heritage 

identity of its 
own by mixing 
many religions 

and varied cultures in its 
cuisines, lifestyles, language, 
and celebrating many fairs 
and festivals. It’s dances too 
are a true fusion of cultures - 
tribal, urban, European and 
Indian. Join the fun as the 
people do the Portuguese jigs 
as also a vibrant tribal dance. 

Head for the beautiful 
shoreline at Devka and 
Jampore or have fun at one of 
the many popular amusement 
parks or just lounge around in 
a luxurious hotel restaurant 
while the steward serves you 
a cool beer with lip-smacking 
seafood! This is Heaven! you 
will want to gush….

Tucked away between 

Maharashtra, Gujarat and 
the beautiful Arabian Sea, 
Daman has a lovely climate 
with miles and miles of silver 
sands, rows and rows of palm 
trees, tranquil beaches, and 
ofcourse combined with the 
easy availability of liquor, 
the place becomes an ideal 
tourist’s haven. 

For the shopping 
enthusiast, Daman offers 
excellent leather products, 
bamboo mats and baskets, and 
an amazing choice of Indian 
and foreign liquors. 

But this is not to forget 
the many other reasons for 
spending a day or two in 
Daman.

One such reason to stay 
on is The Chapel of our Lady 
of Rosary. A Portuguese 
masterpiece dating to back to 
the 17th century, the chapel 
has a simple exterior, but 
what catches the eye here is 
the beautiful wood-work on 
the ceiling inside. Beautifully 
carved colourful roses and 
golden cherubs greet you in all 
their glory even as illustrations 

of stories from the 
lives of saints vie 
for your attention.

Polygonal in 
plan, the 30,000 
sq. meters Fort 
of Moti Daman 
which dates 
back to 1559 AD contained 
the palaces, the secretariat, 

large number of upper class 
Portuguese families. The 
Fort has 10 bastions and two 
gateways and has a protective 
moat on the land side. 
Ingeneously made, the Fort’s 
terraces are connected to the 

of steps while 
all along the 
inner wall there 
are barracks 
for defence 
personnel. While 
one inscription 
dates a part of 
the Fort and its 
bastions as the 
year 1581 AD., 
ie. just after the 
Mughal emperor 

Akbar’s invasion, another 
inscription gives the dates 
of the completion of the Fort 
wall as 1593 AD. 

Covering an area of 
approximately 12,250 sq. 
meters, the Fort of Nani 
Daman, though smaller in 
size, has high stone walls and 
has three bastions and two 
gateways.

by Preeti Mathur

Nani Daman FortMoti Daman Fort The Chapel Of Our Lady Rosary
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proud parents can inform 
your esteemed paper about 
births in a short time. This 
will give immense happiness 
to your Zarthosti readers.

Let our microscopic 
Community, whose 
population is anywhere 
between one to two lacs, treat 
each such birth as its very own 
asset. Parents, grand parents 
of a new born child along 
with all positive sections of 
the Community, nurture child 
with true Zarthosti values to 
ensure such a Zarthosti child 
turns out to be a performing 

our Community but also 
the country. When this child 
grows up a realization should 
dawn upon him/her that not 
just parents but all positive 
sections of the Community 
and society have played 
invaluable role in making 
him/her a true Zarthosti and 
it is incumbent upon him/
her to continue with this true 
Zarthosti tradition to keep 

Atash Padshah alive.
Can PT make a beginning 
by inviting “to-be-parents“ 
to publish a list of Parsi/
Irani Zarthosti births. The 
Community will rejoice 
ADDITION to its dwindling 
numbers.  Usta Tae.
With Regards,

Jimmy Garda

Dear Madam 
The BPP in its lack of 

wisdom issued three eviction 
notices containing nothing 
but false and fabricated 
presumptions followed 
by empty threats, all this, 
instigated by the tenant 
below, in Flat E/3. The latter 
who had visited my Flat E/5 
umpteen times fantasized 
and informed BPP that water 
was leaking due to some 
RECENT repair/renovation 

allegation was refuted in my 
detailed letter dt.23/8/2011  
followed later by a reminder 
dt. 28/11/11 with none 
replied as yet! 

Two BMC engineers 
besides our Trust’s own 

were no such recent repairs 

always remained in an 
immaculate condition as 
observed by the Trust’s own 
Engr., till the new tenant 
acquired the above E/7 
Flat (perhaps on dubious 
conditions including 
favouritism rather than 
merits) around 2005-06 
where after we suffered 
frequent leakage problems 
perennially over the years 
due to their faulty concealed 
piping system as constantly 
informed to the BPP! The 
above mentioned Engineers 

were also shown the heavy 
damage done to my Flat 
NOW - for a second time! 

The Trust’s own Engr. 
categorically stated on 
07/10/11 that repairs were 
presently being carried out on 
concealed piping system of 
above Flat E/7A. It was then 
inferred that this consequent 
leakage originating from 

surreptitious nature allowed 
water to percolate gradually 
for well over a year to all Flats 
below, like E/5, E/3 and even 
E/1 as stated in BPP’s notice. 

Has BPP sent any eviction 
notices to the proper culprits? 
Why not? Who pays for this 
collateral damage done to 
my Flat, in full, as against 
the paltry amount settled for 
“Patch Work Repairs Only” 
the rest of areas to be done-
up by us - for NO FAULT 
OF OUR OWN! This “patch 
work repairs” refers to earlier 
similar damage to my Flat. 

When I confronted 
Dinshaw Mehta as to why 
my letters are not replied, he 
stated “if we don’t reply it 
means the case is closed”. The 
reply is required to close my 
File on this whole ridiculous 
episode. From the above it 
is evident that the BPP in its 
incompetence, favours the 
crooked and victimizes the 
righteous ones!

P. D. Paul,
Cusrow Baug

Dear Readers,

14,500 Issues Now! 
If someone you know has not received a copy of our 
weekly, please request them to take a stroll down to any 
one of these places where they have so graciously agreed 
to keep our copies for free distribution this week! 

Colaba - AGA Stores (Cusrow Baug)
Fountain -  Devji  Shripal & 
Co., Ideal Corner,  Roshni Food 
Point
Dhobitalao - Kerawala & Co., 
Paris Bakery
Churchgate - Bhikha Behram 
Well
Andheri - Mazda Wines, 
Bharucha Baug Ardaviraf 
Provision Stores
Bandra - RTI, Tata Agiary
Tardeo (Nana chowk) - PAC , 
CHUNG-FA
Dadar - Aarey Milk Centre, 
Opp. Rustom Framna Agiary, 
Gangar Stores.

Now on stands across Fort, Mumbai

Davier Parsi Zarthosti 
Anjuman, under 
the able leadership 

of Mr. Marzban Eruchshah 
Wadia, were hosts to a group 
of Behdin Paasbaans at 
their Bai Navazbai Goiporia 
Dar-e-Meher for 3 days (Feb. 
26-28, 2012) for their hands on 
training organised by Behdin 
Paasbaans themselves. 

Last month the Behdin 
Paasbaans had performed one 
beautiful Jashan ceremony 

at the Tarapore Agiary. This 
time they performed Boi and 
Maachi ceremonies for all the 5 
Gehs (including Ushahin Gehs) 
that they were there in the  
Dar-e-Meher. 

Not just that, they 
performed Uthamna 
Ceremonies (afternoon as 

well as late night) with all 
the required implements, etc. 
purchased and provided by 
the other participating Behdin 
Paasbaans, viz. Marzban 
Giara, Faredoon Patel, Adil 
Rangoonwala and Marzban 
Eruchshah Wadia, himself. 

To the great delight of 
the mentor Ervad Homie 
Gowadia the participants 
followed odd eating/sleeping 
hours, cold water baths in 
cold wintry nights and spent 
14 hours per day on scriptural 
recitals/ritual performances.

It was a thoroughly 

3-day experience for all 
the participating Behdin 
Paasbaans as well as the local 
Anjuman members. They were 
thankful to Ervad Dr. Cyrus 
Dastoor, President of KCYA 
and to Ervad Asphandiar 
Dadachanji, Chief Co-
ordinator of the Dharmagyan 
Classes run by KCYA at 
Khareghat Colony, ably 
assisted by his illustrious son 
Ervad Hormazd Dadachanji, 
for this unique venture. In 
these safe hands the Behdin 
Paasbaans have only one way 
to go in future - Look Ahead.

1. I can be girlie, womanly or 
even a tomboy, whereas, 
men are just stuck being 
manly; if they aren’t, they’d 
be labelled as ‘pansy!’ 

2. Whether my ship has hit 
an iceberg or my building 

(natural or manmade), I’ll 

3. I don’t have to shave my 
face. Or trim my nose 
hair… eew!

4. “A son is a son till he 
takes a wife; a daughter’s 
a daughter all her life”. 
I’m sure even you agree 
with this saying. A girl 
will always take care of her 
parents, unconditionally.

5. Annie’s song, Sweet 
Caroline, Chandni, Tu Hai 
Meri Kiran, Diana… sweet, 
lovable songs are always 

written for us girls!
6. I can dance and not just 

mall, on a sidewalk or at 
my friend’s house, I can 
shake a leg or two without 
feeling conscious. Yeah 
people may think I am a 
little crazy, but because I’m 
a girl. I can get away with 
it. Heck, I can get away 
with dancing around in a 
tutu!

7. It’s possible that I will 
marry Shahid Kapoor or 
George Clooney someday. 

8. I can hug – shamelessly! I 
don’t have to think twice 
before giving a hug to 
make someone feel better. 
The world is indeed a 
better place because of our 
hugs.

9. Whether as a mother, as a 

wife or as a daughter, 
a woman knows her 
responsibilities and 
will never get weary of 

10. Just like that! “Why are you 
singing?”, “Why are you 
crying?”, “Why are you 
going shopping?”… I can 
answer any question with, 
“Just like that!” Such a 
simple answer and yet men 
think we are complicated!

Happy International Womens 
Day to all the Parsi Times girl 
pals!
International Women’s Day is 
celebrated on the 8th of March 
across the globe. 

DON’T YOU SOMETIMES THINK.....

For any inquiries
Contact Mr. Gill on 66330405
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Thought for the Day

“You’ve gotta dance 
Like there’s nobody watching,

Love like you’ll never be hurt,

Sing like there’s nobody listening,

and Live like it’s heaven on earth.”

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

Caterers for 
Dadar Parsee Gymkhana.

We also cater for, 
Weddings, Navjotes, 

Parties, Functions, etc.
Daily Tiffin Services 
are also Provided

Contact Havovy Kotwal : 
9833622581, 65163918, 

65163873, 24189695, 24462973
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SUDOKU

Mutt The Lockhorns

SOLUTION (25-2-2012)

SUDOKU

Sneaky Cheeky
SOLUTION (25-2-2012)

SOLUTION (25-2-2012)

MEHER JESIA

in person

Laugh and the world 
laughs with you, snore 

and you sleep alone.

4 6 9 8 2 5 1 3 7
1 8 3 7 6 4 9 5 2
7 5 2 9 3 1 6 8 4
5 2 1 4 9 3 8 7 6
9 7 6 5 8 2 3 4 1
3 4 8 1 7 6 5 2 9
8 3 7 2 1 9 4 6 5
6 9 4 3 5 7 2 1 8
2 1 5 6 4 8 7 9 3

9 4 7 1 2 3 8 5 6
2 3 6 9 5 8 1 7 4
8 5 1 6 7 4 3 2 9
3 6 9 4 1 7 2 8 5
7 2 5 8 3 9 6 4 1
1 8 4 5 6 2 9 3 7
4 7 2 3 9 6 5 1 8
5 9 8 2 4 1 7 6 3
6 1 3 7 8 5 4 9 2

Across
1 Parsi Neurologist who was awarded the 

Padma Bhushan this year (6,5)
7

9
10

11
(9)

12
13
5
18

23

24

26
27 Lift with effort (5)
28

29

Down
1 Balderdash (8)
2
3
4
5
6
7

8
14
16
17
19
20
21 & 16

MMS (6,8)
22
25

 Mithai stored in the fridge 

mithai in a grinder and heat a little warm water in the 
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Peace, Shanti, Aman.  
Are these just words in 
the dictionary, in our 

different languages or are 
these possibilities that we 
experience?  Are these just 
probabilities or can these be 
experienced in our realities? At 
what levels do we experience 
our realities? At many levels.
We experience, whatever we 
do, at the Global level, at the 
level of a nation, at community 
levels, at organizational levels, 
at the level of a family, as a 
small unit in a partnership – 
whether personal or business.  
And then, we experience it 
all at our own individual 
level. Finally, everything 
we experience is at our own 
individual level, while events 
occur all around us at any of 
these other, larger levels. 
And so it is with Peace. Or 

creation, destruction and so 
on. These occur all around 
us. These may affect us or we 
can just read about it in the 
papers and let it pass into our 
(collective) pool of amnesia.  
Let’s get back to ‘Peace’.  What 
do we really mean by it? In 
a world torn asunder with 

does ‘peace’ really exist?  
Where? While we have all 

others and within ourselves, 
the experience of peace is 
becoming – apparently – more 
and more, rare.  And with all 
those things which are rare 
in the world and therefore 
of great value, so is it with 
peace. Is it valuable? Very  
valuable.  And I don’t think on 
that thought, there would be 

It is highly unlikely that 
anybody would disagree with 
the thought that ‘Peace IS 
Valuable’.
Simple, isn’t it? Common 
sense, isn’t it? That ‘Peace Is 
Valuable’. Then why is it that 
down mankind’s recorded 
history – and I am sure, 
unrecorded too – history 
has only been about battles, 
wars, conquests, pillages, 

on ?  Kings and royals who 
went about conquering other 
countries through war and 
battle, leaving thousands 
dead and families shattered, 
have been called ‘great’ – like 
Alexander the Greek. Does 
that not show the warped up 
sense of priorities and values, 
that mankind has fostered 
upon itself? 
We don’t even have to look 
at the reasons for the absence 
of peace in the world. Most of 
us know it.  We could debate 
and argue on this too – thus 

– and we would still be far 
away from establishing peace 
on earth.  So what’s the point 
of it all, the cynics and skeptics 
may say. There always have 

and wars and will always be.  
There is no hope for mankind, 
they would aver.  And a 

would seem to validate that 
viewpoint.  Yes, the history of 
mankind has been one of wars, 
battles at the worst and minor 

at the least.  
A question that comes to mind 
is : Could the herstory of the 
world have been different 
under some different social 
settings?  What if all the rulers 
would have been women 
instead of men, would they too 
have gone on bloody rampages 
and fought constantly for 
more wealth, power and 
grandeur ? Or would it have 
been different?  I am inclined 
to think, it would have been 
different.  The story of Mother 
Earth would have been more 
peaceful and harmonious.  
Yes, that’s a hypothesis, a 
conjecture.  And since we 
can’t quite change the past, it’s 
so much blood dried up and 

time, let us focus on what lies 
ahead of us now.
Just for the record, just as 

there were the bloodthirsty 
Alexanders, Attilas, Hitlers, 
Napoleons and Genghis 
Khans, the world also has had 
its Zarathushtras, Buddhas, 
Mahaviras, Ashokas, Jesus, 
Nanaks and several others 
men and women, known and 
unknown, who made ‘peace’ 
The Priority of their lives, their 
purpose of Being on the Planet.  
They taught, not just by their 
powerful, inspiring, loving 
words but thru their deeds 
and actions and the way they 
lived their lives, that peace 
and harmony were possible.  
Bringing hope and longing to 
us, their future generations, 
that peace IS possible.  
Can we forget then, in the 

and hostilities) the stellar 
roles played by modern day 
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, 
Vinoba Bhave, Mother Teresa, 
Martin Luther King Jr. Nelson 
Mandela, Dr. Abdul Kalam, 
and Dalai Lama ?
Even a cursory glance at history 
shows that to bring about 
peace, has, paradoxically, 
been a struggle.  Even for the 
likes of Zarathushtra, Buddha, 
Jesus and Mahavira, it was 
not so easy to get people to 
come to their point of view.  

what attracted the people to 
them were how they lived 
their lives, how they treated 
others, how they literally 
radiated peace from their 
very Being.  They were Being 
peace, calm, harmony, love, 
acceptance, compassion and 
wisdom. These qualities or 
energies emanated from their 
entire Being, their body, their 

intellect, their mind – their 
aura. And countless people 
realized that inspite of the 
battles – political or of daily 
life struggles – peace is a 
possibility.  
What will therefore bring 
lasting peace to the world? 
A new religion? Another 
philosophy? Another world 
leader ?  Well, for a short time 
possibly. The ‘ourstory’ (not 
just history) of the world has 
shown that zealots of new 
religions – even those which 
teach peace, brotherhood, 
love and compassion – wage 
bloody wars and battles 
to ‘convert’ people to their 
religion, while the teachings 
of the spiritual leader are 
consigned to the pages of the 
‘holy books’, just lip synched 
but not necessarily put into 
practice. So, we don’t really 
need another religion, not 
even one praching harmony 
or love.  
What, therefore, is the 
solution? Is there a solution 
to the vexed issue of multiple 

dotting the planet all across.  
There could be, there would 
be, I am sure.  I don’t pretend 
to know it nor do I deign to 
suggest a solution. Maybe 
there isn’t one.  
There could be, instead, many.  
Now isn’t that a comforting 
thought? That there could be 
many possibilities? I think, 
each group, each family, 
each organization, each 
community, nation, race, faith, 

it for themselves. Search and 

and play with it. What will 
emerge could be a pleasant 
surprise.  In its simplicity and 
effectiveness.
For these solutions to emerge, 
what would be required 
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