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Dear Readers, 
If you took all the Parsis, Iranis and Zoroastrians of India and put us all in one city you probably would have room to spare! In spite 
of such a small footprint, a considerable percentage of us have made big impressions on the world of business.
Yet, when you move from just business for the ‘sake of business’ to the business of ‘life and quality living’, you become a much 
grander and much more accomplished human being… you become more like Anu Aga. 
Anu Aga has a list of extremely respectable accomplishments trailing her name. Her recent nomination to the Rajya Sabha shows 
how the administration believes in her work as a social leader and a strong advocate for the very basics of life and upliftment in 
India. 
A role model that truly deserves to be a role model for any Parsi who wants to understand how to live out the philosophy of Good 

Words, Thoughts and Deeds, Anu Aga has shown us how simple living and honest self assessment make us better achievers. Personally, her straight 
forward and ‘tell it like it is’ attitude is a quality that I very much admire her for. 
This week Parsi Times is proud to give you a chat with Anu Aga herself. 
After that, join us for a stroll through Saronda and a trek up to Lonavala to celebrate faith and friendships.
(On a side note: Happy Mother’s Day to my Mumma and all the other Mummies of the world!) Happy Reading!

Freyan
freyan@parsi-times.com

Dear  Darayas Master,
I refer to your letter of April 

25, 2012, addressed to the 
President of the Federation of 
Parsi Zoroastrian Anjumans 
of India (FPZAI), which was 
sent to my residence through 

Considering your stature 
and position, it is surprising 
that you have written such 

contains factual inaccuracies 

My responses are as under –
You say you were shocked 

to learn through your 
telephone call with the BPP 
Chairman,  Dinshaw Mehta, 
made during the BPP meeting 
held on Tuesday, April 24, 
2012, that the matters relating 
to the Surat meeting were 

clear from the tone and 
content of your letter that 
the “certain” Trustees you 

are referring to are Khojeste 

for your kind information, 
I was not present at the BPP 
Meeting held on Tuesday, 

your entire letter which is 

Further, you need to ascertain 
from the BPP Chairman,  
Dinshaw Mehta, who are the 
“certain” Trustees of the BPP 
who opposed the matters 
relating to the Surat Meeting 
when you spoke to him while 
the 24th April BPP Board 

sure it will come as a shock 

Trustees other than Khojeste 
Mistree and myself who 

to prevent you from doing 
some so called “good” work 
to help the small Anjumans / 

I came to know of your 21st 
April meeting in Surat when 
one of the Anjumans sent to 
me a copy of the invitation 

Mehta, Secretary of Bardoli 

cousin of the BPP Chairman,  

you - Darayus Master - had 
taken the initiative to call a 
meeting of the Anjumans in 

the same day (April 21, 2012) 

to depose and lead evidence 

Mehta, whom I consider an 
old friend, to say that after the 
Court hearing in Navsari, I 

West Zone Anjuman Meeting 

your permission to attend 
the West Zone Meeting in 

Treasurer of FPZAI and a 

POINT TO NOTE: It’s the message, not the messenger you might be mad at! 
Please Note: The opinions expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of  readers and contributors and do not necessarily express the opinion of  our Publication. We reserve only the right to ‘edit for quality’ and the right to not publish 
letters intended for this section, that we find less than suitable in tone or expression. If  anyone has any doubts and issues about the content of  the letters, they are requested to contact the individual authors if  his/ her details are mentioned.

Batliwalla Agiary Salgreh
Mazgaon Anjuman (Adarian)

 
, the 15th May, 2012

NOTICE
Agiary

Mazgaon Anjuman (Adarian

the 15

n
A
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NOTICE
F R O H A R   F I L M S’  presents  Tele –Serial 

HUMATA   HUKHTA   HVARSHTA 
‘Suvichar Suvachan Sukarma’

(Please note the Change of Channel & Timings)
In this episode,  

“Zarathustra in the court of King Vistasp” - [Part I] 

Dynasty, where Prophet Asho Zarathushtra approaches 

 

Designed and Directed by Ervad Dr. Cyrus Dastoor.

Seth Jamshedji Nasserwanji Petit Daremeher (Dadgah)
 

, the 

 

NOTICE
hedji Nasserwanji Petit Daremehe

, the 

nj

OTI
Taraporewala Agiary Salgreh
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of the Executive Council of 
the FPZAI, permission was 
needed for me to attend 
a meeting involving the 
FPZAI.  I politely informed 
Pervez Mehta that since I 
was coming to Navsari for 
the Court matter, I would 
in any case thereafter be 
attending the meeting in 
Surat.   For you to say that I 
had malicious intentions is 
not only totally baseless but 
also wholly inappropriate, 
besides making you liable for 
defamatory action.

It is against all principles 
of Good Governance that 
Pervez Mehta and you 
invited all the Anjumans 
to discuss their issues and 
then sprang a surprise on 
them by wanting to pass a 
Resolution to change the 
Constitution of the FPZAI.  
As a Vice- President you 
should know that such an 

be placed on the Agenda and 
only then can it be discussed, 
leave aside attempting to 
pass a Resolution.  It is only 
inevitable that most of the 
Anjumans totally rejected 
your ill advised motion.

You say in your letter that 
WAPIZ had sent its “plants/ 
stooges” to your meeting.  
The facts are that the persons 
attending your meeting were 
all “invited” by you and 
Pervez Mehta; the Anjumans 

were all represented by their 

there were no “proxies” 
allowed.  So how can you 
say that WAPIZ had sent its 
“plants / stooges” to your 
meeting ?  

Your accusation that 
WAPIZ is dividing our 
community is blatantly 
malicious, defamatory and 

kindly recall that during 

organization to distribute 

amongst the affected Parsis 
in your constituency – when 

working and hard cash was 
desperately required to buy 
food and essentials.  And 
in a short span of 7 years 
WAPIZ has done more for 
the Traditional cause than 
any other organization in the 

who want to break our time 
tested Traditions, Customs 
and Religious practices.  So 
by your accusation I can 
only assume that you do 
not support the Traditional 
Cause.  That is why you feel 
that WAPIZ is dividing the 
Community.

I am not sure what or who 
has given you the impression 
that Khojeste Mistree and 
myself do not get along with 

Dasturji Khurshed Dastur of 
Udvada.  We have cordial 
relations with him and are 
working together on the 
Doongerwadi Committee to 
strengthen Dokhmenashini.  
In fact, Dasturji Saheb rang 
me up and spoke to me 

intervention in the Udvada 
land case against Nucleas 
Developers which is before 
the Ahmedabad High Court.  

Dear  Darayas, I 
appreciate your new found 
initiative in wanting to 
”discuss, guide and solve the 
problems pertaining to the 
legal / religious / federation 
matters of the various 
Anjumans/ Panchayets of 
South Gujarat”.  I assure you 
of my full support in ensuring 
concrete action at ground 
level; I cannot support empty 
rhetoric please. This, of 
course, will be possible only 
if you are able to shake off 
all political ambitions and 
alignments, and refuse to be 
used as a pawn in somebody 

Yours sincerely,
Yazdi H. Desai

Punchayet
Trustee, WAPIZ
Hon. Treasurer, FPZAI.

66th Annual Jashan Ceremony of 
Air India Zoroastrian Staff

Jashan Ceremony will be performed on 
Roj Mohor, Mah Dae, Dadar Y.Z. 1381, on Saturday,  

May 26, 2012
by Entertainment   Programme and Contributory Dinner. 
All Zoroastrian staff is requested to participate with their 

kin and friends (Zoroastrians Only). 

information contact: Mr. T. D. Munshi 9819692699

NOTICE
THE BOMBAY NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

(BNHS)

internships throughout the summer vacations for children 
of all ages. This includes nature trails, nature camps, slide 
shows, workshops for school & college children/families/

others, training sessions, online courses, etc. 
For more information and to register

Please Call: 9594953425/ 9594929107/9323738622
OR

E-mail: cecbnhs@bnhs.org

 
for disaster management beginning from 

 

Parsi Times encourages all Parsi colonies to organize 
their own disaster management workshops 

to be aware and prepared for the future.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Inauguration of 11th Residential Refresher Programme for Ostas & Ervads

and  4th Residential Workshop for Behdin Pasbaans

Residential Refresher Programme for the Ostas and Ervads and the 4th Residential workshop 

guest of honour. .

Dastur Hormazdiyar Mirza of Iranshah Udvada, who will preside over the function. All the 

Air India 
once a haven of employment 

for Parsis, now only employs less than 50 
Community members (not too many of them 
at Senior Posts). We say great! Considering 
the mess and the constant strikes we are 

glad that less Com members have to 
suffer!

0
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Parsi Times grabbed a quick chat with May Queen Ball, 2012 winner 
Avvan Sethna. We present to you readers how Avvan took this once 
in a life time experience and opportunity and converted it into a 
lesson for life!    
Avvan exclaims, “One must take whatever is told to you and put 
it into action and this is what brings the results. I made sure that 
I practically used to the optimum level, whatever was taught to us 
in the 10 days at the grooming session during the May Queen. This 
always helps!”
Avvan also shared some tips on personality development for youngsters. 
She says, “Personality in simple words comprises of how you walk, talk 
and portray yourself. I suggest that youngsters should always hold their head up high, 
smile their way to glory, be positive and it will be showcased.
I also urge them to pursue their dream, listen to their heart and create their own journey, and 

this journey is one of exploration and self discovery.”

Meherzad Mogrelia
A student of K. C. College 
currently doing the course 
of Chartered Accountancy. 
He has a particular interest 
in swimming and has 
competed at the All Parsi 
Level a couple of times. 
Besides swimming, his 
other hobbies are reading 
and playing the guitar. He 
did not have a particular 
interest in writing but then 
he found something in his 
life’s journey that leads him 
to take a particular interest 
in writing. He has been 
involved with the Rotaract 
Club of K. C. College as 
a part of the Board for the 
last 3 years and currently is 
a member of the Students 
Council of his college.
Writing to him means 
expressing a variety of 
emotions in a few words 
that otherwise couldn’t 
have been expressed.

“A day without 
laughter is a day 
wasted”. This 

is rightly said by the famous 
comedian actor of all times-
Charlie Chaplin. He was one 
of the very few people who 
understood the real meaning 
of laughter in the life of a 
human being. That is why 
he used to bring so much 

of which were silent, that 
people almost fell off their 
seats laughing. Such was 
the personality of this great 
actor.
There are several advantages 
of laughter. Firstly, laughter 
helps us get rid of our ego.  
When a person is laughing, 
he forgets that he had ego 

someone has rightly said 
“Laughter is the best injection 
that kills the infection of ego”.  
Secondly, it has been medically 
proved that, laughter prevents 
heart attacks. If you laugh 
out loudly, your heart always 
remains young. If you are 
extra serious in life, you are 
a sure shot candidate for 
suffering from severe heart 
attacks. So here is a joke to 
keep your heart young.
Recently, the Psychic Hotline 

and Psychic Friends Network 
have launched hotlines for 
frogs. Here is the story of one 
frog and his discussing with 
his psychic. A frog telephones 
the Psychic Hotline and is 
told, “You are going to meet 
a beautiful young girl who 
will want to know everything 
about you.”The frog says, 

“This is great! Will I meet her 
at a party, or what? “No,” says 
the psychic, “Next semester in 
her biology class.”       
Thirdly, laughter has a 
common universal language. 
Laughter does not understand 
English, French, Hindi or any 
other language for that matter.
In today’s competitive 
world, stress and tension 
has increased tremendously. 
Some of the people take on 

worldly stress without having 
any element of laughter in 
their lives. Such people age 
faster. Hence, certain societies 
have opened up laughter 
clubs in their areas. The 
members of such clubs usually 
meet in parks or their society 
compounds and for almost 10-
15 minutes laugh their hearts 

out. These are the 
peaceful 10-15 minutes 
of their day where they 
forget all their stress 
and tension which they 
had. So here is another 
joke to relieve you 
from your stress and 
tension:
The children were lined 
up in the cafeteria of 
a Catholic elementary 
school for lunch. At 
the head of the table 

was a large pile of apples. The 
nun made a note, and posted 
on the apple tray: “Take only 
ONE. God is watching.” 
Moving further along the 
lunch line, at the other end of 
the table was a large pile of 
chocolate chip cookies. A child 
had written a note, “Take all 
you want. God is watching the 
apples.”
The disadvantages of laughter 
are absolutely nil except for 

the fact that if you laugh too 

holding your stomach due to 
pain and instead of the bed 

okay as long as it keeps 

condition.
I believe in only one thing-
“become insane while 
laughing rather than 
becoming mad due to tension 
and stress”. So keep on 
laughing like a mad person.
I would like to sign off by 
leaving you all with a couple 
of one liners:
Q.: What’s the difference 

between a counterfeit 
Dollar bill and a crazy 
rabbit?

A.: One is bad money and the 
other is a mad bunny.

Q.: How do you keep a texter 
in suspense?

A.: will tell you later.
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Wishing you many
Happy Returns

of the day.

17th May 2012

As the world gears up to celebrate International Family Day on 15th 
May, P. T. Reader Adi F. Merchant pens down the importance of 

family and the responsibilities within this close knit group!

In his poem 
“The Hired 

Hand”, Robert Frost 
writes, “Home is the 

place where, when you 
have to go there, they have 

to take you in.” In other 
words, home is where 

the heart is.

“To the family 
— that dear octopus 
from whose tentacles 

we never quite escape, 
nor, in our inmost hearts, 

ever quite wish to.” - 
Dodie Smith 

Family obligations have 
been at the centre of 
traditional morality, 

but they were subordinated 
to some larger whole - the 
extended family, the clan, 
perhaps the manor or tribe. In 
most cases, the smallest unit 
was the centre of socialization. 
You were born into a family, 
raised by a family, and learned 
the basic rules of society 
through your family. In this 

matrix of close relations, 
you became who you are. 
Families still remain at the 
focal — and pivotal — point 
of all relationships. You and 
your relationships are bound 
together, each shaping the 
other in an interactive and, at 
times, undetermined manner. 

families is varied, from 
extended to nuclear; whatever 
its form, humans cannot 
exist without families; not 
strangely, this is also very 
true in the case of animals 
too — who, in fact, are more 
clannish and closely knit than 
human beings. Best of all, the 
part that you most identify as 
your core is strongest when 
your relationships have been 
at their closest. 

Families, even today, 
no matter how close they 
are as the most intimate of 
social groups; the pressure to 
conform is greatest in family 
settings. “Also, being the 
natural habitat of humans 
the family realizes that it 
is the necessary and most 
desirable environment for 
mutual support and personal 
growth,” writes Fu We-Ming 
about the Chinese view of 
the family. How very true, on 

retrospect. 
The challenge in families 

the individuality and 
distinctiveness of each 
person without loosening the 
social ties that bind. Families 
that produce happy people 

differentiation (where each 
person is viewed as unique) 
and integration (where each 
is meaningfully part of the 

larger whole). At 
times, families tend 
to wobble between 
the extremes of 
entanglement and 
alienation. In happy 
families, people 
achieve the balance 
between being a 
part and apart, 

connection and 
space. Achieving 
that balance is 
possible where 
adults view each 
other as equals 
and children 
are respected as 
members (of the 
family) in their 
own right.

 
CHILDREN’S 

DUTIES TO 
WARDS THEIR PARENTS 

A word of caution here, 
however, for the latter; 
having, or being given, your 
“own right” does not 
mean you can do 
whatever you 
want to or not 
want to. As a 
child in and 
of the family 
you need to 
obey and listen 
to your elders 
whoever they 
are; to not be led by 
unruly, disruptive, negative 
forces in the form of “friends” 
and “peers” who could cause 
untold harm to you and, 
therefore, make you be looked 
upon as a rebel. After all said 
and done, you as a child (teens 

included) are in the care of 
your family, your elders, who 
know what’s good for you 
and under whose roof you are 
sheltered and protected while 
still living with them. 

PARENTS’ 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

WARDS THEIR CHILDREN 
Parental duties are 

obligatory and very strong. 
Only under extreme 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
can they he 
l e g i t i m a t e l y 
shunted aside. 
A parent doesn’t 
choose to take 
care of a child in 
the same way that a 
person chooses a friend 
or chooses to be honest. The 

requirement to take care of 
children is so overwhelming as 
to be almost beyond question, 
beyond thought, beyond 
choice. Parents who don’t 

rightly condemned. 
Parents are 

p h y s i c a l l y , 
morally and 
s p i r i t u a l l y 
a c c o u n t a b l e 
to provide for 
their children’s 

welfare and well-
being. 

nurturance are natural and 
require no thought. Culture 
and biology intermix, never 
to be separated again. 
Parents have an obligation 
to explicitly teach their 
children about their widening 

circles of relationships 
and how to negotiate the 
world successfully. A good 

education - educating for 
the good - requires 

t r a n s m i t t i n g 
and conferring 
ethical social 
c o n v e n t i o n s 
as well as 
d e v e l o p i n g 

empathy and 
critical thinking. 
All parents must 

ensure the survival, physical 
growth, mental 
growth, and 
moral and 
spiritual growth 
of their children. 
The ties that 
bind families 
create stronger 
demands. It is 
from the close 
circle that you 
extend your 
concern for 
others. Also, 
your own family 
deserves your 
special 

care and 
consideration. 

PARENT-CHILD 
RELATIONSHIPS 

ARE 
PARADIGMATIC 

These comprise 
examples or patterns 
that can be woven 
into ethical relations. 

Marriage is at the centre 
of family life. A modern 
marriage is freely chosen, 
not so much arranged by 
parents or community. Two 

fall in love, and get married. 
This is as it should be if the 
purpose of the institution is 
for the mutual happiness of 
the two spouses. 

However, again, a word 
of caution here this time for 

the parents: Just because 
your children have all grown 
up and become adolescents, 

they are still living under 
your roof, in your home and 
hence you need to guide them 
as they move into adulthood. 
Where marriage is concerned, 
your responsibility is not yet 
over toward them. It is your 
duty as parents to ensure 
they seek the right partner 
for themselves; as far as 
possible, always within the 
same community. After all, 
if the community survives 
as a whole the race will 
survive. Religion, too, plays 
a great part at this juncture; 
for a community that prays 
together stays together. 

The “hands-up, we-
surrender” attitude most 
parents adopt today is not 
conducive to keeping one’s 
children on the right path. 
“Our children are old enough 
to decide for themselves”... 
“set them free”... “our duty 
to them is over” ... etc., etc. I 

repeat, most emphatically; it is 

Finally, let’s hear what 
anthropologist Margaret 

institution of marriage. “It was 
meant,” she maintains, “to 
protect children; for, without 
children society shouldn’t 
refer to the union of two 
people as marriage at all.” It’s 
having children that makes a 
marriage whole.
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It was probably 21st 
September 491 BC. On 
getting the news of the 

Persians landing at Marathon 
the Athenian army marched 
there a stood defensively. The 
Athenian was under command 
often “strategi” (army leader 
– general). Until this time the 
very name “Persian” used to 
strike terror to the Greeks. The 
Athenians charged and fought 
in a worthy manner. It was a 

duration. The Persian and 
the Sacae who were in the 
center defeated the Athenian 
center but on the two 
wings, the Athenians were 
victorious. They did not 
pursue the fugitives. Instead 
they turned inward and fell 
upon the victorious Persian 
centre and routed it. Persians 
rushed to the coast but were 
chased by the Athenians 
who tried to burn the ships 
which were ranged in line 

along the shore. Here the 
Persian defense was strong 
and the battle terminated to 
the advantage to the Persians. 

Herodotus puts the Greek 
loss at 192 whereas he claims 
that 6400 Persians lost their 
lives. Pausanias gives a wildly 

hundred thousand. These 

writers must be the outcome 

Plutarch goes all out and says 
that Theseus, a legendary 
warrior king was seen coming 
down from heavens and 

Daraius’ generals were no 
doubt brilliant strategecians. 
The Persians could have been 
able  to withstand the Greek 
charge if only Datis had been 
able to restrain and sustain his 
successful center. The triumph 
of Greeks was the result 
of intelligent use ot tactics, 
discipline and armament.

Maxmuller wrote, “If 
the battles of Marathon and 
Salamis had been lost and 
the Greece had succumbed 
to Persia, state religion of the 
empire of Cyrus, which was 
the worship of Hormazd, 
might have become the 
religion of the entire civilized 
world …. and if by grace of 
Ahura Mazda, Daraius had 
crushed the liberty of Greece, 
the purer faith of Zoroaster 
might have easily superseded 
the Olympian fables.” 

One must remember 
Daraius  not only as a great 
warrior. He was as good an 
administrator and a great 
statesman too. Whenever 
possible he tempered justice 
with mercy. Daraius can be 
called the father of Local Self 

Government or Swaraj. In 
Egypt the princes ruled as 
in the olden times. Ionian 
cities Cilicia and Phoenicia 
were allowed to be governed 
by the local princes. The 
Jews in Jerusalem enjoyed 
considerable freedom too, 
under their own leaders 
too. The Persian rule under 
Daraius was benign and 
the subject nations had the 
advantage of being under a 
powerful central government 
and felt protected.

Daraius constructed 
roadways from end to end of 
his vast empire for or better 
communication between the 
provinces and for the trade to 

He started a postal system 
and established postal stations 
at the interval of every four 
pharsangs (about 5.25 kms).  
Rain, hail, storm or snow, the 
kings couriers rode non-stop 
from one stage to another 
where another courier would 
take over to  yet another stage, 

was reached. Nearly two 
thousand years later similar 
system was introduced in 
France by Louis XI in 1470 and 
in England in 1481 by Edward 
IV.

There was prosperity 
everywhere. Strong economy 
was supported by strong 
currency. Daraius introduced 
gold and silver coinage. 
His gold coin was of the 
purest gold and became the 
“sovereign” of the ancient 
world. 

Daraius made a new 
capital in the center of the 
country and named it Parsa 
(Persepolis), but as it was 
too deep in the country to be 

the administrative seat of the 
great Empire, Susa which was 
200 miles south of Ekbatana, 
was made the political capital.

Daraius built several 
harbour cities along the coast 
of Persia. He dug and enlarged 
a canal constructed in Egypt 
in 7th century BC. This canal 
helped in increasing trade 
between Egypt and Persia and 
enriched both the countries. 
This canal was open till the 
time of Roman occupation but 
later it became silted. Many 
minor canals were dug to aid 
cultivation. Following the 
teachings of Zarathushtra, a 
great importance was given to 
agriculture and the tiller of the 
soil. The Vendidad declares 
that the earth rejoices at him

who cultivates well 
grain, grass and fruit trees 
and irrigates the land 
which is dry and drain that 
which is over humid. The 
person who cultivates grain 
cultivates truth and furthers 
Mazdayasnan religion itself. 
It is also mentioned elsewhere 
that it is necessary to respect 
the cultivators and to keep 
strife and trouble far from 
them. Nearly 800 years later 
the Sassanid king Ardeshir 
Papekan expressed similar 
sentiment in the aphorism, 
“there can be no power 
without army, no army 
without money, no money 
without agriculture and no 
agriculture without justice 
and moderation.”

Daraius was planning a 
third invasion of Greece and 
also suppression of revolt that 
was taking place in Egypt but 
before his plans could mature 
Daraius passed away in 486 
BC at the age of sixty-four. 

Great was King Daraius; 
King of Kings, Daraius 
Hystaspes!
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PILGRIMAGE TRIP TO SARONDA

Saronda, a small village 
situated between Sanjan 
and Nargol came alive 

on Monday 7th May early 
morning with Parsis coming 
from Mumbai and various 
places of Gujarat to celebrate 
107th Salgreh of Saronda 
Parsi Zarthosti Anjuman 
Agiary. The Jashan ceremony 
was performed by 7 priests 
namely, Er. Keki Panthaky, Er. 
Godrej Panthaky, Er. Nariman 
Panthaky, Er. Shahrukh 
Panthaky, Er. Yazdi Panthaky, 
Er. Tehmuras Panthaky, Er. 
Zubin Fatakia.

Er. Soli Panthaky has been 
maintaining the Agiary for the 

last 16 years and stays on the 
premises.

Seven Trustees manage 
the Agiary. They are Er. 
Noshir Panthaky – President 
(past), Mr. Dinshaw Patel – 
Vice President, Mr.  Jehangir 
Mandviwalla, Mr. Sarosh 
Poonawalla, Er. 
Yazdi Panthaki, 
Mr. Jamshed 
Kathoke, Mr. 
Burjor Palsetia.

Salgreh of 
Agiary was 
c e l e b r a t e d 
c o m p l e t i n g 
106 yrs. and 
entering 107 

y e a r 
above 
Agiary was 
established in Y.Z. 
1347 and Adarian 
was established in 
1906.

After the Jashan 
a small speech was 
given by Er. Noshir 
Panthaky and Er. 

Yazdi Panthaki. Devotees 
from far off places 
like Mumbai, Valsad, 
Navsari, Surat, Billimora, 
Dahanu as well as Sanjan 
and Nargol came in large 
numbers.

The Agiary in Saronda 
is normally graced by 
not more that 5 people 
on a daily basis. This 

weeks celebration drew an 
astounding 300. 

Master Meherzan Panthaki 
aged 5 yr was youngest Ervad 
and Er. Aspi Panthaki, Noshir 
Pardiwalla in late seventies 
attended the ceremony and 
function.

Catering and lunch was 

done by caterer Mr. Rohinton 
Kumana of Burzin Caterers 
from Billimora. Guests also 
got a chance to browse the 
decorative stalls put up at the 
venue like that of Zarine Sapal 
Master where a host of Parsi 
items were on sale.

Saronda Stats
Saronda Parsi Zarthosti 
Anjuman (Agiary)

Via Sanjan Saronda,
Dist Valsad. Pin code: 396135
9 km North-West of Sanjan 
Rly. Stn.

Er. Soli Panthky in charge 
of Agiary (0260 – 2997540 / 
09224232480

Vice President Mr. Dinshaw 
Patel 9967775327

The Seth Bomanji 
Meherwanji Mevawalla 
Agiary situated at 

Byculla celebrated its 138th 
Salgreh / Anniversary on 
Tuesday 1st May 2012, Roj 
Sarosh Yazad Mah Adar 
Yazad 1381 Y.Z.

At 6:30 a.m. a Maachi 
was offered to the Padshah 
Saheb followed by a Jashan 
Ceremony at 9 a.m. This was 
done by Panthaky Saheb Er. 
Parvez Minocher Bajan and 
his son Ervad Darayus Parvez 
Bajan.

In the evening of the 
auspicious day at 5 p.m. 
crowds gathered for a Jashan 
Ceremony conducted by 5 
priests Er. Darayus P. Bajan, 
Er. Dinyar Vajifdar, Er. 
Kerman Shukhia, Er. Jemy 
Bulsara and Er. Adi Gavadia.

Post the Jashan Mr. Soli 
Billimoria Managing Trustee 
of Mevawalla Agiary had 
organized a function at the 
Agiary Hall. 

Er. Pervez Bajan gave a 
small speech and introduced 
the crowd to the Trustees 
of Agiary. These include 

Mr. Manekshaw Engineer, 
Managing Trustee Aspi 
Mehta, Yazdi Desai, Burzin 
Wadia and Er. Parvez M. 
Bajan himself. 

He then welcomed the 
Chief Guest Yazdi Desai 
who was accompanied by his 
wife Anahita Desai. The Chief 
Guest generously donated Rs. 
50,000/- for the Mevawalla 
Agiary Trust at the function.

bouquet were offered to 
Chief Guest Yazdi Desai 
and Panthaky Saheb Pervez 
Bajan and Managing Trustee 
Manekshaw Engineer on 
behalf of above Trust.

Er. Panthaky Pervez Bajan 
gave a short religious speech 
followed by Parsi songs and 
Monajats by Mr. Merazban 
Wadia and Mr. Marzban 
Mehta. It was delightful to 
hear the Shah Nameh Recital 
by Khushnaz Kerawala and 
the Alexandra School’s Girls 
singing. 

On the occasion of the 
celebration, donations were 
collected from Jer Baug, 
Rustom Baug and other areas 

by circulating pamphlets. 
These pamphlets also 
intimated people in advance 
about the Jashan and so there 
was a good crowd there. Parsis 
came from all across Mumbai 
and approximately 250 people 
attended the event. Jehan D. 
Bajan and Pourus Kelawalla at 
6 years of age, were probably 
the youngest while about 8 
elder Parsis from the Coomi 
Daruwalla’s singing group 
also took part in function.

All of them partook the 
scrumptious fare served up 
by Grub Corner Caterers and 
drank the tasty Sherbat from 
Firoze Foods.

The Agiary normally sees 
50 devotees pass through it 
for blessings on a regular basis 
and on special occasions the 
number goes up to around 200. 

A WONDERFUL JASHAN
As reported by Hoshang T. Sethna with some guidance from Er. Parvez Bajan & others.

By P.T. Reporter Hoshang T. Sethna

Khushnaaz Kerawala

Zerxes and Jehan Bajan

Pourush Kerawala 

Mevawala Agiary

Jashan in progress

Alexandra School performance

Audience

Parvez Bajan & Yazdi Desai

Parvez Bajan giving speech
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Dear Mamaiji, 
Mummy took me to an Aunty who makes the Sudreh and Kusti and she took my 
measurements. There was a boy there getting his special Navjote Sudreh Kusti. He 
asked me if I had had my Navjote and when I told him I had and everyone had 
come and had food and given me gifts, he laughed at me and said I don’t know 
the true meaning of my Navjote then. I felt very bad...
Dear Dikri, 
Don’t worry, he was just trying to tell you that a Navjote means more than the 
fun Dikri. Let me tell you some more so that when you meet him again you  can 
tell him what you know and maybe teach him something before his special day! 
Every Zoroastrian child is welcomed into our great religion when they are 
between 7 to 9 years old. It is a ceremony in which a child undergoes the Nahn 
or Religious Bath. This is followed by the actual Navjote ceremony. The child is 
covered with a cloth and asked to hold the Sudreh while the priest chants prayers. 
After praying the Din No Kalmo prayer and whilst chanting the Yatha Ahu Vairyo, 
the child is helped to wear the Sudreh. Then the Priest and the child face east or 
west depending on whether it is morning or evening, and recite the Ahura Mazda 
Khodai and the Priest helps the child to tie the Kusti around the waist. Dikri, then 
the child prays the Jasa Me Avenghe Mazda to declare his trust in Ahura Mazda. 
After the priest prays the Doa Tandarosti, the ceremony is over. Later the child 
wears the new clothes and visits the Atash Behram or Agiary with the entire family 

RECIPE

Purveen Dubash is a 
chef with many knives in 
her pretty home kitchen 

cabinet. From TV anchor 
to educator to author she 
is armed with culinary 
skills to put your tummy 
into a hypnotic state. 
We are proud to present 
to you her recipes 
which have the unique 
distinction of being not 
only simple to follow 
but yummy to taste!

Sweet ‘N’ Spicy French Fries
Ingredients:
6 large potatoes (sliced)
Oil to fry
¾ cup tomato ketchup
1 tablespoon honey
1 tablespoon oyster sauce
1 teaspoon soya sauce
1 pod garlic
4 green chilies
2 sprigs green onions

Directions:
Finely chop the last three 
ingredients.
Fry the sliced potato and 
drain.
In a large pan, heat one 
tablespoon oil.

Add the chopped 
ingredients. Fry for a minute.
Add the remaining 
ingredients, except the 
French fries.
Bring it to a gentle boil. 

Toss the French fries in the 
prepared sauce.
Serve hot.

No matter how many 
styles there are to 
put up your hair, the 

easiest and most stylish look is 
the pony tail!! 

It’s worn by millions 
across the world and helps 
to keep your hair away from 
your face. 

If you are going out and 
need your hair to be neat 
when it’s oily here is what you 
can do. 

Take a thin sliver of hair 

and back comb it slightly to 
create volume on the top cause 

Then tie the hair with an elastic 
black band. Don’t use a clip as 

you have a nice accessory you 
can clip it to 
the rubber 
band to add 
more style to 
the pony tail. 

T o 
variate the 
pony tail you 
can wear 
your pony 
tail near the 
ear with a 
rubber band 
and add a 
clip there!!

A 
d i f f e r e n t 
way to wear 
this is tong 
your hair 
and puff the 
front of your 
hair and tie a 
pony tail. You have an option 
of using a colourful or fancy 
rubber band or add a clip for 
more drama. Remember to 
tong your hair before tying it 
and not after as it gives a more 
natural look to the pony tail. 

hair texture who don’t tie 
their hair as it gives a very 
small pony tail you can try 
back combing the hair on the 
top of your head and tie a 
pony tail slightly high to the 
center of the back of the head. 

Don’t tie it too tight as 

combing you have done. 
Then once your pony tail 

is tied take thin slivers of hair 
in the pony tail and back comb 
it. That will create a textured 
feel in your pony tail. To get 

head and back comb the hair 
at your crown.

Lifestyle
SIMPLE AND SEXY

Dear MR. FIX-IT, 

Every evening after work my friends and I love to meet downstairs and 
chat about the events of the day and catch up. The colony bench under 
my building is the best place to relax. However, one khadoos aunty keeps 
yelling at us if we go higher than a whisper. It doesn’t seem like she’s 

do want to say something, but then she will make a big deal of it with our 
moms. What do we do?
Diana

Dear Diana,

Aha! There is always one in every colony! Listen, you can’t change what she 

spot to sit and chat at! Besides you never know, what you are calling a 
whisper could be loud and annoying for her! And you most certainly don’t 
want your parents putting a curfew on your down time with your friends 
because of that khadoos old aunty! I say... head out less often in the week, 
choose a new spot and deprive her of having a chance to eavesdrop on the 
colony gossip!
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‘Fthe imperative as a 

M
fate that awaited him 

draw Zarathustra’s 

Do Miracles Still Happen?Do Miracles Still Happen?
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P. T. QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Parsi Times chats with Community Members and asks for their unbiased take on important 
Community issues. We are proud to feature our unedited minds. Maybe their voices can be heard!

Hey there! Register your voice on contribute@parsi-times.com Just mail in your name,  age and contact number. 
Our questions can range from the serious to the sensational. Let us join hands in making a voice  today for our tomorrow!

Young 
& Free

I believe religious tolerance is necessary if you want to survive as a small 
Community between numerous other Communities. It is not necessary that 
you have to forsake your religion. We can remain tied to it but at the same 
time you have to show some tolerance. Yes I am accepting and tolerant by 
nature because it is necessary if you want to succeed and survive in this 
world. 

Everybody should remember and pray to the Almighty every day. Only 
when we have problem we pray and remember God but when we have all 
the luxuries of life, we forget him and this is extremely wrong. One should 
also give something in charity and if you have got wealth you should not 
ignore the poor and needy. When you are happy, spread your happiness. 
When you divide your sorrows, they become half but when you share your 
happiness they double. Bring a smile on the face of each and every person 
you meet in your life. God will bless you always and forever. Yes, I am 
accepting and tolerant by nature.

People have started taking advantage of religious tolerance. Youngsters 
are not serious in matters regarding religion. Parents should explain the 
importance of religion to the youngsters. Our religion is one of the best 
religions and people from our Community should have faith in it. By nature, 
I am not tolerance where religion is concerned.

 
I am a very tolerant and an accepting person. I go to the Fire Temple every 
day. I believe in all religions and I believe they are all equal. I am also a 
believer of Sai Baba.

To my understanding, the answer simply means tolerating and recognizing 
each other’s religious beliefs, without any provocation or hindrance to 
practice . I am tolerant and accepting but only when it comes to practicality 
and something that I can follow without hurting anyone’s feelings. If I can’t 
do it, then I prefer denying it in the beginning rather than leaving it halfway.

I would call it your attitude towards that particular religion. How you accept 
all the religious practices and all, displays your religious tolerance. I am a 
tolerant person to a certain extent.

Religious tolerance is like taking the good and the not so good side of any 
religion with utmost respect and sincerity.  Yes I am accepting and tolerant 
till my utmost capacity and capabilities. But blind faith in any religion is not 
acceptable to me in any circumstances.

religion and following it as per my own thoughts and beliefs and as per the 
culture and practices that my parents have taught me. Yes I am accepting and 
tolerant and I have been following the footsteps of my parents and have been 
accepting our religion as per my own will.

Religion according to me is necessary for every individual and one needs to 
have knowledge about their religion. In some place people have to be tolerant 
and have to also let other people vouch their views and in some case people 
have to stand up for themselves if they know that they are correct on that 
particular situation. As for me I am not so tolerant and if I feel the situation is 
right then I speak immediately.

Religious tolerance according to me means to accept all religions as they 
are. All religions are equal. No religion is superior or inferior to another. We 
should not discriminate as I strongly believe in unity in diversity. It basically 
also means you respecting the rights of others to interpret religion according 
to their choice without being narrow minded.

We have to respect all religions. All religions teach us harmony, tolerance 

or disrespect other religions. Each religion in the world teaches us to pray to 
God in one form or the other. As such we have to respect all religion. Yes, I 
am accepting and tolerant.

Old n 
Wise
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manage to keep so trim and 
content juggling everything!?
Anu Aga: I was in the UK 
when I was informed that I 
had been nominated to the 
Rajya Sabha and have had no 
celebrations and do not intend 
having any.
I daily exercise, walk and 
meditate and hence am able 
to relatively manage my 
different assignments.

P.T.: Do the grand kids 
understand the hectic 
schedule their Super Gran 
goes through?
Anu Aga: To my 
grandchildren, I am their 
grandmother and they are 
not concerned about the roles 
I play as long as I give them 
time and affection.

P.T.: You are a great supporter 
of Vipassana… tell us more…
Anu Aga: My Vipassana 
meditation which I practice 
daily has helped me a lot.  I am 
still a reactive and judgmental 
person but through meditation 
both these have come down.  
A big dose of sense of humour 
whereby you do not take 
yourself or your achievements 
seriously has helped.  I also 

have internalized three lines 
which I read a few years 
ago and this has helped me 
tremendously:
Our stay on this earth is short
Our roles dispensable and
Our impact inconsequential. 

Thank you very much for your 
time and all the very best!

Anu Aga on a high powered panel discussion

An Exclusive Interview 
with Anu Aga

Nityanand Hotel
Outside Andheri station (E) 
Matunga Circle 
Outside Byculla Station (E) 
Outside Mahim Station  (W)
Imperial Cinema
Outside C.S.T. Station

Outside Churchgate Station
Outside Status Hotel
Opp. Jimmy Boy Hotel, Fort
P. M. Road - LIC
Opp. Mocambo Cafe
P. M. Road-Outside Axis 
Bank

NASHIK

Prasad Agency  
Prasad Bhandar, 1072, 

Shukal Trade Plaza, Veer 
Savarkar Path, Talwarkar 

Lane, Nashik-1
Tel: 9822217935

PUNE

Dangat News Agency

Siddharth Chambers, 
Budhwar Peth, Appa Balwant 

Chowk, Pune-2. 
Tel: 020-24450705

SURAT

Lucky Sahitya Centre

Lalgate, Near Badri Hotel, 
Opp. Bank of  India,  

Surat-395003
Tel: 0261-2436649

NAVSARI

Nutan Paper Mart 
Near Tower, Sattapir, 

Navsari-396445
Tel: 02637-300360

UDVADA

Outside Sardar Bhiladwalla 
Bank, Near  Rly. Stn., 

Udvada-396185.
DEVLALI

376, Dr. Dharamadhikari Rd., 
Bhagur, Nashik-4225002.

Tel: 09370206207.

Also at: 
A.B.C.Farms 

M.G.Road Shop, Pune 
A.B.C. Farms 

Koregaon Park, Pune

IN MUMBAI CITY

OUTSIDE MUMBAI CITY

P.T. ISSUE IS ON THE STANDS!!!
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LONAVALA: When you 
hear this name, what 

comes to your mind? Let 
me tell you. Most of us will 
immediately say, “Oh! It’s a 
beautiful hill station close to 

the best of nature at a premium 
price now.” But if you are a 
true pious Zoroastrian, then 
what else does your mind tell 
you about Lonavala? For the 

the same, I made a one day 
trip to Lonavala on the 6th of 
May 2012, that’s Adar Mahino 

Lonavala’s Adarian Saheb. 
I took the 1st superfast train 

to reach Lonavala station by 
08:15 am. I followed the easy 

the phone 
and I was 
there in no 
time.

I was 
happy to see 

S a h e b 
p e r s o n a l l y 

welcome me 
as I was the 
1st one to 
reach there. 

a warm 
welcome by 
him with 

h a n d s h a k e 

his family have been here in 

takes personal care of the 

She treats it as an honour to 

then showed me the photo 

of the holy Aatash for 52 

years from 1899 to 1951. He 
was later followed by his 

of the Lonavala Adarian and 
the Story written in marble of 
the holy Aden Aatash shifted 

Also present was the safety 
container specially built by 
Air India at that time to shift 
the holy Aatash from Aden to 
Bombay.

briefed me on the names of 

currently run these twin 

Mr. Sarosh 

A d e n w a l a , 
Mr. Sohrab 
Maneckshaw 
Jhaveri, Mrs. 
Frenny & Mr. 

and Mr. Kersi 

Commissariat. 

c o n t i n u e d 

me that there 

of Silence 

which is at 
a distance of 5 kms from 

However since 1979 the 

and the lands around the 

them. Currently it’s under 

Khandala and Lonavala 

however their residents only 

or public holidays.

permanent families who 

Khandala and Lonavala. Most 

from Bandra in Mumbai. 

business run by Zoroastrians 
at Khandala and Lonavala. 

He said that most 

Rashna Irani who currently 

Mr. Manek and Ms. Rashida 
Shroff who run the Zeus Cake 

113TH SALGREH OF LONAVALA’S
ADARIAN SAHEB

AT ADENWALA AGIARIES, LONAVALA

Name Plate at the Main Entrance

A Young Zoroastrian bows down to the Holy Jashan Aatash

All in the Family - The Tatas 
[Panthaki Family]

P.T. Reporter Kushroo P. Mehta
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Photo of late Cowasjee N 
Dinshaw[Adenwala]

Bedins stand up for Humbandagi

Ervads performing the Jashan

Front large view of Agiary

The Safety Container to shift Aatash 
from Aden to India

Father & Son Join 
hands in prayer

named a few more like Mr. Aspi 
Irani who runs Bambino Wafers and 
Mr. Jal Engineer who is a teacher by 
profession and runs the Jal Coaching 
Classes since the last 35-40 years. All 
these businesses are mainly located 
near the Agiary and around the 
Lonavala Station.

Ervad Tata also took time to 
specially mention there are two 
sanatoriums at Khandala namely 
the Marzban and J.J. run by their 
Managers Mr. Dali Chaiwala 
[9822555054] and Mr. Kersi Amrolia 
[9702145900] respectively. They 
can be contacted on their respective 
cell phones for bookings. Finally he 
gave me the names of the prominent 
committee members of the Lonavala 
and Khandala Parsi Anjuman. These 
are Ms. Nargis Balaporia, Mr. Manek 
Shroff, Mr. Adi Banaji, Mr. Sam 
Choksi, Capt and Mrs. Percy Master 
and Mr. Behram Dhabbar.

This brought me to the end of 

the Panthaki Saheb. It was time for the 
Khushali Nu Jashan for the Salgreh which 
started at 9.30 am. This was performed 
by Panthaki Saheb along with his Son 
Ervad Cyrus Tata, amidst 17 Zoroastrians 
present; all mostly from Mumbai driving 
down in their cars. The Jashan hall looked 
decked up with good ventilation and 
lights and the two Ervads in their pure 
white attire chanting the Jashan prayers 
in a loud and clear tone, making the 
atmosphere sacred.

As the Jashan continued for an hour, 
the Bedins came in good numbers and 
there were at least 50 of them in all 
including children; when the Panthaki 
Saheb requested everyone present to 
please stand up for the Humbandagi. Later 
they all took turns for the loban on the 
Jashan Nu Aatash and the Sukhad- Divo 
offerings to the Lonavala Aatash Adarian. 
It was good to see the youngest boy of the 
lot coming forward enthusiastically to 
bow down to the Jashan Nu Aatash after 
offering loban.

In the next round of interaction with the 
Panthaki Saheb, he was joined by his wife 
Mrs. Roshan. Together they had a very 
important point to stress, as the breach 
was even observed during the Salgreh 
Jashan today. They clearly said that they 
are deeply hurt and saddened by the attire 
and etiquette that young Zoroastrians 
carry while they visit our holy Agiaries. 
Many a times they have to stop them from 
entering the Agiary as it is disturbing for 

others in the Agiary. Ervad Tata strongly 
condemned the use of body reveling 
clothes and cell phones in the Agiary and 
said that notices prohibiting their use 
were put up at the entrance. Inspite of that 
Bedins ignore them and keep their cell 
phones on ringing mode and receive calls 
in the Agiary. The Panthaki Saheb Ervad 
Zarir Tata has appealed to the PARSI 
TIMES and media in general to raise the 
awareness amongst the new Zoroastrian 
generation towards this and convey to 
them the strong message that they should 
be neatly dressed and switch off their cell 
phones while entering the Agiaries.

their prayers started moving out and 
greeting the Panthaki Saheb and Mrs. 
Roshan Tata. They in turn were thanking 
all the Bedins for having come for the 
Salgreh Jashan.

Finally it was my turn to take their 
leave. The warmth which I felt in their 
welcoming me was present all the while 
in their talk and now in their send offs for 
me.

Mrs. Tata specially thanked me for 
coming over to cover this celebration and 
the Panthaki Saheb was more than happy 
when he gave me a big warm hug, blessing 
me and wishing me all success in my life.

What more could I have asked for. I 
was lucky and blessed to be in this place, 
where the presence of a few noble souls 
was making it like heaven on earth. 

Look forward to a special article on 
hot Lonavala favourites coming next  
week! 
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W e all believe that a 
Mother is the other form of 
GOD on earth and HE created 

her to take care of us, since HE cannot 
be present every where at all times. 
So why do we celebrate, worship and 
thank our mother only on one day; 
when we thank and pray to GOD each 
day to bless us and help us in time of 
our needs. According to me we need 
to make every day very special for our 
Mothers and make a habit of thanking 
her each day for all that she does 
for us and most of all for being our 

Mother, GOD in human form.
If we look into history for the 

origin of Mother’s day, it goes back to 
the era of ancient Greek and Romans. 
However the roots of Mother’s Day 
history can also be traced in UK where 
a Mothering Sunday was celebrated 
much before the festival saw the 
light of the day in US. However, the 
celebration of the festival as it is seen 
today is a recent phenomenon and 
not even a hundred years old. Thanks 
to the hard work of the pioneering 
women of their times, Julia Ward Howe 

and Anna Jarvis that the day came 
into existence. Today the festival of 
Mothers day is celebrated across 46 
countries (though on different dates) 
and is a hugely popular affair. Millions 
of people across the globe take the 
day as an opportunity to honor their 
mothers, thank them for their efforts 
in giving them life, raising them and 
being their constant support and well 
wisher.

So what does a Mother wish for 
herself on this Mother’s day 2012? 
According to a recent surveys, the 

greatest wish for this year’s Mother’s 
Day for a Mom is a little rest and 
recuperation. Ideally an entire day 
off from all responsibilities and would 
prefer to sleep in for a longer time 
instead of watching the sunrise with 
their kids. 

Therefore let us all come forward 
and gift our respective Mothers with 
the best things they always deserve. 
These are our love and respect for 
them along with lots of good care. 
Wishing all our PT readers, who are 
mothers; a very HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY.

2 Dedications from Faraah Dotivala
This is for someone equally special, my second mother 

Mrs. Perviz Rustom Dotivala. 

Kayo’s Mother
My Mother-in-law and I share a past, That means we both 

don’t like to come last.
In the life of that one person 
that is common between us,

Cause he is the beloved 
that is the centre of all the fuss.

In the beginning I used to call her Kayo’s mother,
But now that I know her, 
it causes me to bother,

To think that it would have been much more fun,
Since the beginning 

if I had called her my Mum.

That Kayo’s mother is my mother too, I do get that!
Cause the love for each other 

that we have deep within will never fade,
Even in the end of days, when adieu is to be said. 

This is for a very Special Lady, 
my Mother Mrs. Farida Cyrus Kasad.

 My Darling Mother
Farida is the name of my mother,

But I have never known her 
to bother.

Calling her by her name 
would be funny,

Thats why I have always 
called her Mummy.

She has always been my best friend, 
Though at times we have 

been on a bend.
She has always been loving 

and protective,
Throughout all of my brother 

Ruzan’s and my antics.

Even in the toughest of times 
she is never known to fret,

Even when my son Kaiyan chatters 
and even though my nephew 

Farzan wets.
Her face is always radiant 

with a smile,
As soon as she sees her precious 

babies even from a mile.

I love you my Darling Mummy, 
Also at times you tend to get funny,

But in my heart 
you will always reign.

Of course in times of happiness but 
always in times of pain. 

Ap¡ dp!!
Ap L$pìe Mpk dpfu hlpgu dçdp ^“ ‘u. dl¡sp “¡ A‘Z®..

sd“¡ sp¡ “’u Å¡ep„ d¢ L$v$u ‘f A¡“u S>ê$f iy„ R>¡
L$pfZ, Ap¡ dp spfu kyfs’u AgN cNhp““u kyfs iy„ li¡?

CÞkp“ sp¡ iy„ v$¡hsp ‘Z Ap„Qgdp„ ‘X$ep spfp„
R>¡ õhN® Ap vy$r“epdp„ L$v$dp¡ “p sm¡ sdpfp„

ddsp g|„V$ph¡ S>¡“p “e“ A¡hu L$p¡C d|fs L$ep„ li¡
Ap¡ dp spfu kyfs’u AgN cNhp““u kyfs iy„ li¡?

iy„ L$pd sy ^|‘dp„ S>g¡ vy$:M“p iy„ L$pd Nd“u  OV$p hfkph¡
Ap lp’ spfp v|$$hpAp¡hpgp fl¡i¡ kv$p kf ‘f dpfp

s„y R>¡ sp¡ A„^pfp ‘’ ‘f d“¡ kyfS>“u S>ê$f iy„ R>¡
Ap¡ dp spfu kyfs’u AgN cNhp““u kyfs iy„ li¡?

L$l¡R>¡ spfu ip“dp„ L$p¡C JQp bp¡g “’u
cNhp““u ‘pk¡ ‘Z dpsp spfp àepf“p¡ dp¡g “’u
lº„ sp¡ A¡ ÅÏ„, spfp’u dp¡V$u k„kpf“u v$p¥gs i„y li¡
A¡ dp spfu kyfs’u AgN  cNhp““u kyfs iy„ li¡.

-  Myiê$ dl¡sp

dp“u Np¡v$ bpmL$“p¡ lŸ„apmp¡ dpmp¡ R>¡. dp“u Np¡v$dp„ 
rldpge S>¡hu iusmsp A“¡ ip„rs âpá ’pe R>¡. 
dp A¡ ‘©Õhu D‘f Mug¡gy„ ky„v$fsd dOdOsy„ aŸg R>¡. 
bpmL$ A¡ ‘„srNey„ R>¡ dp iåv$dp„ ddsp“p¡ dgL$pV$ “¡ 
hpÐkëe R>¡. dpsp kd‘Z®“u v$¡hu R>¡.
dp rh“p“p¡ k„kpf kph k|“p¡ k|“p¡ R>¡. dp A¡ k„kpf“p¡ 
L„$kpf R>¡. dp A¡ Cðf“u ârsL©$rs R>¡. dp A¡ MmMm 
hl¡sy TfÏ„ R>¡. [õds L$fsy„ lfÏ„ R>¡! dp iåv$dp„ 
S> duW$pi R>¡. dp“u Ap„Mdp„ hlpg“p k|ep£v$e“p 
lŸ„apmp s¡S> qL$fZ Å¡C iL$pe R>¡. dp“u hpZudp„ 
dp^ye®“p¡ âkpv$ “¡ Aprihp®v$ lp¡e R>¡. dp iåv$dp„ 
L$rhsp“y„ N|„S>“ R>¡. dp A¡V$g¡ DÑd su’®õ’p“ â¡d 
A“¡ L$ê$Zp“p¡ kfhpmp¡ A¡V$g¡ dp.
Cðf“u ky„v$fsd d|rs® A¡V$g¡ dp“p¡ Ql¡fp¡ A¡V$g¡S> 
Cðf“p¡ Ql¡fp¡ dpsp“p¡ â¡d A¡V$g¡ Qp„v$“u. dpsp Ap„ky 
A“¡ [õds“y„ CÞÖ^“yj R>¡! dp A¡ kl“iugsp“y„ 
buSy>„ “pd R>¡. dp bpmL$“y„ R>Ó A“¡ R>p„eX$p¡ R>¡. 
dp“p QfZdp„ kdsp A“¡ ddsp R>¡. dp“„y ùv$e 

A¡V$g¡S> â¡d“y„ ‘yó‘! Ap‘Z¡ kp¥ dpsp“p kv$p F>Zu 
R>uA¡. dp“p õ‘i®dp„ ùv$e“p¡ ^bL$pf bpmL$ hp„Qu 
iL¡$ R>¡. dp“p QfZp¡dp„ S> õhN® R>¡. dp“u Ap„Nmu 
bpmL$“¡ ‘p..‘p.. ‘Ngu ‘pX$sp iuMh¡ R>¡. dp 
S>Ns“u î¡›$ Nyê$ R>¡!

leps dpsp-r‘sp“u R>Ó R>pepdp„, 
hlpg‘“p b¡ h¡Z bp¡gu“¡, “ufMu g¡Å¡, 
lp¡W$ AX$^p buX$pC Nep ‘R>u
N„NpS>m d|L$u“¡ iy„ L$fip¡?
A„sf“p Apiuhp®v$ Ap‘“pf“¡
kpQp ùv$e“u A¡L$ nZ c¡V$u g¡Å¡,
lepsu “l] lp¡e, Ðepf¡ “s dõsL¡$
R>bu“¡ “d“ L$fu“¡ iy„ L$fip¡..?
L$pm“u ’‘pV$ hpNi¡, Agrhv$p A¡ ’C S>i¡
â¡dpm lp’ ‘R>u, sdpfp ‘f L$v$u “l] af¡;
gpM L$fip¡ D‘pe sp¡e hpÐkëe ëlphp¡ “l] dm¡,
‘R>u vu$hp“M„X$dp„ sõhuf d|L$u“¡ iy„ L$fip¡..?

dpspr‘sp“p¡ MÅ“p¡ cpÁeipmu k„sp““¡ dm¡,
AX$kW$ suf’ s¡“p QfZp¡dp„, buÅ suf’“p afip¡,
õ“¡l“u cfsu Aphu“¡ Qpgu S>i¡ ‘gdp„,
‘R>u qL$“pf¡ R>u‘gp„ huZu“¡ iy„ L$fip¡..?
leps lp¡e Ðepf¡ l¥ey„ s¡“„y W$pfÅ¡;
‘p“Mfdp„ hk„s Aph¡, A¡hp¡ ìehlpf fpMÅ¡;
‘„Qc|sdp„ cmu Nep ‘R>u Ap v$¡l“p,
A[õ’“¡ N„Npdp„ ‘^fphu“¡ iy„ L$fip¡..?
îhZ b“u“¡ OX$‘Z“u gpL$X$u sd¡ b“Å¡,
l¡s’u lp’ ‘L$X$u“¡ L$epf¡L$.. su’® kp’¡ L$fÅ¡;
dps©v$¡hp¡ ch, r‘s©v$¡hp¡ ch, k“ps“ kÐe R>¡
‘R>u fpd“pd kÐe R>¡ bp¡gu“¡ iy„ L$fip¡..?
‘¥kp MQ®sp kOmy„ dmi¡, dp-bp‘ “l] dm¡,
Nep¡ kde “lu„ Aph¡, gpMp¡ L$dpC“¡ iy„ L$fip¡.
â¡d’u lp’ a¡fhu“¡ b¡V$p..! L$l¡“pf “l] dm¡,
‘R>u DR>u“p¡ â¡d gC“¡ Ap„k„y kpfu“¡ iy„ L$fip¡..?

- Apbp“ ‘fh¡T syf¡g (kyfs)
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We deeply mourn 
the sad demise 
of Mrs. Dolat 

Hoshang Doongaji, a great 
Educationist, Founder 
Principal of New Activity 
School, Activity Infant School 
and Activity High School and 
Chairperson of Piroja Vasunia 
Education Trust, who left 
for her Heavenly Abode on 
Thursday 26th April 2012.

Late Mrs. Dolat Doongaji, 
an ardent educationist par 
excellence, highly educated 
- M.A., B.T., Montessori Dip. 

(U.S.A.), had a vision after 
her graduation to establish an 
educational institute of her 
choice. She started her career 
with a very humble beginning 
with 2 students of whom, one 
was her own son Darayus.  
By dint of determination and 
hard-work, after facing a 
lot of obstacles and hurdles, 
she gradually established 
phase-by-phase a First Grade 
Educational Institute.

She was a great Teacher 
and with her wonderful art 

of teaching using 
innovative methods, 
made her students 
spell-bound.  It was 
always a pleasure to 
attend Mrs. Doongaji’s 
classes.  She introduced 
a unique subject called 
Cultural History, that 
taught senior students 
about the lives and works 
of artists and musicians 
who lived centuries ago 
but whose masterpieces 
still inspire lovers of 
western classical music 
and art.

Her school motto 
‘WE LEARN WHILE 
WE PLAY’ was aptly 
selected because she believed 
in teaching without tears.

In her School curriculum, 
she had introduced a lot 
of extra-curricular and co- 
curricular activities and that 
is why, the School is termed 
as ACTIVITY HIGH SCHOOL 
……

Late Mrs. Doongaji was 
of liberal outlook, an ardent 

nationalist and patriot whip 
and had great reverence 
for Mahatma Gandhi and 
all his team leaders who 
had laid their lives for the 
Freedom India.  She had 
a secular outlook and a 
passion to help the children 
of under-privileged class 
and those who faced mental 
or physical challenges.  She 
had patronized a number of 
under-privileged children, 

giving them totally 
free education, freeship 
in school-fees, books, 
uniforms, etc. from Std. 
I to X.  It is an irony of 
fate that some of them 
had given her a shock by 
their ingratitude.  To such 
misguided also, she had 
shown kindness till her last.  
She had always shown 
kindness and concern for 
her teachers, staff and 
Class IV employees,  and 
their families.  Late Mrs. 
Doongaji has left behind 
the footprints of her mighty 
work. Truly she could be 
called a “KARMA YOGI”.

It was Mrs Doongaji 
who was instrumental In 
starting the Zoroastrian 
Students Teachers 
Association.

We all pray that her 
enlightened soul shower 
blessings to all who are 
involved in the Activity she 
has left behind.  May her 
enlightened soul march ahead 

‘MUKTI’.

A GREAT EDUCATIONIST & FOUNDER OF NEW ACTIVITY SCHOOL, ACTIVITY INFANT SCHOOL & 

ACTIVITY HIGH SCHOOL, CHAIRPERSON OF PIROJA VASUNIA EDUCATION TRUST

Mrs. Doongaji 

in her own words...

“Do not copy western 
culture blindly in 
celebrating once a 
year Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day.  Let 
every day in your life 
be a Mother’s Day and 
Father’s Day.”

“Respect your Parents 
and Grand-parents.  
They crave for your 
Love and Attention.” 
  
“Read Good Books And 
Grow More Trees.” 
  
“Respect your Teachers.  
They are your Gurus.”

y

A fond remembrance sent 

in by Mrs. Perin S. Bagli 

Principal Activity High School 

and  
Mr. Nariman E. Mehta 

Secretary - Piroja Vasunia 

Education Trust

Of all the rights of women,
the greatest is to be a mother.
-Lin Yutang

A week back, I was 
watching a famous movie of 
the 1970’s Deewar where 2 

righteousness  and the famous 
dialogue spoken by Amitabh 
Bachchan in a baritone voice  
appears Aaj mere paas Bangla 
hai, Gaadi hai, Bank Balance 
hai, kya hai tumhare paas? 
‘Mere paas Maa hai’ says Shashi 
kapoor silently. It struck me 
there how important the word 
mother is. In today’s world, 
Aai / Mother / Mata/Amma/
Mummy/Maa whatever an 
endearing term we call her it 

day is celebrated in every 
part of the world in different 
ways. In India we celebrate 
it on 8th May. Since the time 
I was a little child I always 
wanted to know the prime 
importance of this day’s 
celebration. Every year on 
the same date my neighbour’s 
mother used to take a day’s 
break from her busy schedule 

and go out for dinner with her 

asked my mother about the 

she simply smiled caressing 
my forehead and said you are 
too small to understand I will 
explain you when you become 
old. In hindsight it was my 
curiosity, but as the years 
passed on , I saw my mother 
as a wonderful woman, so 
gentle yet so strong. The 
great teacher that gives you 

asks for a preaching, a true 

is a cushion  when we fall 
and a source of hope and 
inspiration in times of strife, 
with abundance of love.

From the very beginning 
I was always in awe of my 
mother who had the magical 
power to do numerous things 
with ease and excellence, the 
way she handled her family 
and our expenses, all were 
perfectly balanced. She was 
an epitome of gracefulness 

yet there was always a  
warmth and tenderness  in 
everything she did for her 
family. She always ensured 

priority. She was indeed one 
of the most beautiful ladies 
I had ever come across, 
working with one of the top 
multi-national companies 
managing her two kids with 

ever uttered a single word. 
Right from accompanying 
us to schools, arranging 

studies she was always with 
us in every aspect of life. 
In the bargain she had to 
undergo many hardships with 

never once complained. My 
demands were always met and 
whenever I made a mistake 
she would always make me 
realise the core value and 
ensured that I would never 
repeat it. As I gradually 

became an adult she always 
assumed the position of  an 
adviser and a watchdog. She 
made sure I never derailed 
from her set rules.

Mother you have taught 
me many wonderful things out 
of which 3 things have etched 
in my mind be truthful to 
others, help the poor and the 
needy and do not run away 

life. As I became mature, I 
understood the meaning of 
these words and true to this 
I have always followed it with 
an open mind and passed it 
on to others. Today my sister 
and me are well settled 
in different hemispheres, 
undoubtedly this would have 
been impossible without my 
mom’s presence throughout 

has recently got married and 
I will be settling down in a 
short span of time .I have not 
only got my own mother but 

a lovely and an equally caring 
mother in law who I adore and 
admire for her never say die 
attitude.

On this auspicious day 
I would like to thank my 
mother for giving me all the 
happiness, teaching me to 
aspire , never be intimidated 
and for standing with me in 
my good as well as bad times. 
What else can I ask from God? 
I am extremely proud and 
lucky to be blessed with a 
gem and a precious mother 
and would always liked to 
be reborn as her son in every 
birth that I take. 

Love You Mom, Always and 
Hamesha.
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CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Caterers for 

Dadar Parsee Gymkhana.
We also cater for, 

Weddings, Navjotes, 
Parties, Functions, etc.

Daily Tiffin Services 
are also Provided

Contact Havovy Kotwal : 
9833622581, 65163918, 

65163873, 24189695, 24462973

WORD OF THE WEEK
“Quintessence” 

(usually quintessence 
of something)

a perfect example or 
embodiment of it.
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SUDOKU

Mutt The Lockhorns

SOLUTION (5-5-2012)

SUDOKU

H i d d e n 
in this criss-

crossing network of 
passageways is the name 

of the well-known community 
personality shown in the picture. 

Select a starting letter and trace this 
name with a continuous line. At no time 

may any letter or passage be re-used.

SOLUTION (5-5-2012)
BAWAJI BHEJA FRY

HIML BD NDZ 

FMOO FDPPKLLXB 

J M F I X O D A E ? 

IXMALWZO  BDBSXAE

Today’s clue:  Z equals U

SNEAKY CHEAKY
One letter stands for another in this 
substitution game. Replace it and 
complete the phrase to nd the cheeky 
saying of the week! 

  M H B 

 A A A A N 

 L W  O O 

 G T D O M

  O K I 

 Sometimes dry coconut is 

World Red Cross & Red Crescent Day

8th MAY 2012

4 5 8 2 6 1 7 3 9
6 7 3 8 5 9 4 1 2
2 9 1 3 7 4 6 8 5
3 2 5 1 4 6 8 9 7
1 4 9 7 8 3 2 5 6
7 8 6 5 9 2 1 4 3
9 6 7 4 3 8 5 2 1
8 3 2 6 1 5 9 7 4
5 1 4 9 2 7 3 6 8

6 5 4 3 1 8 9 7 2
3 7 1 6 9 2 5 8 4
8 2 9 4 7 5 3 6 1
2 3 7 8 5 9 4 1 6
1 6 5 2 4 3 7 9 8
9 4 8 7 6 1 2 5 3
4 8 6 9 3 7 1 2 5
5 9 2 1 8 4 6 3 7
7 1 3 5 2 6 8 4 9

The Bawa Tips in 
association with Danesh 
Irani have come up with a 
parody of the 
“I’m Sexy And I Know It” 
song by LMFAO and their version is 
called 
“I’m Bawa And I Know It” 
But beware! It’s not for the 
faint hearted Bawajis but 
is a must watch for the 
perfect laugh!
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Parsi Times: Thank you 
for taking time out to 
talk to us!  In a wonderful 

and inspirational session last 
month you spoke about your 
life being an unusual journey? 
Was this recommendation to 
the Rajya Sabha one of those 
moments? 
Anu Aga: For me, external 
recognitions have never 
meant a lot and I value the 
commitments I have set for 
myself.  However, I was 
happy to be nominated to the 
Rajya Sabha.
P.T.: Parsi Times prides itself 
for standing ground in the 
face of politic tactics within 
the Community in our search 
for the honest truth and the 
best solutions? We feel this is 
the way of the ideal faithful… 
what is your idea of the ideal 
Parsi Values that we were once 
famous for as a Community?
Anu Aga: I think our religion 
stands for Good Thoughts, 
Good Words and Good Deeds 
and this would be the essence 
of what we should follow.  In 
the past, Parsis were known 
for their honesty and I do 
hope this is a value which we 
cherish.
Unfortunately, a lot of people 
have stressed the rituals of 
religion and have forgotten 
the essence.
P.T.: The Parsi youth has 
many inspirations within the 
Community to follow in the 
world of business… how do 
you think we should use these 
inspirations to achieve our 
best?
Anu Aga: If we take an 
example of Jamshedji Tata, he 
dared to start a steel industry 
during the British Raj without 
a national business ethos 
or  indigenous role models.  
He displayed exemplary 
entrepreneurial spirit and 
I wish more Parsis would 
follow his example.  It may 
not always be possible to start 

new industries but youngsters 
should be willing to go to any 
part of India or the world 
to take up challenging 
assignments.
P.T.: You are a powerful face 
of women’s empowerment… 
What is the ideal world/ 
environment for a woman 

tasking mother, wife and 
businesswoman and what are 
the best tools of the trade she 
should equip herself with?

Anu Aga: The best tool a 
women needs to have is to 
have faith in herself and not 
undermine herself.  I also think 
that many women tend to 

match society’s expectations. 

themselves as they want to. 
P.T.: What kind of time and 
agenda will you be putting 
in place to do justice to your 
new role as a member of the 
prestigious Rajya Sabha?
Anu Aga: I have not attended 
a single session and am not 
aware of all the procedures 
and I will not be able to answer 
this question for a while.
P.T.: Education is the root 
to empowerment. We have 
followed you with admiration 
right from the days that 
you gave Akanksha space 

to set up its programme for 
underprivileged children… 
In your eyes, how far has the 
journey come for that cause?
Anu Aga: Unfortunately, 
India has not done well as 
far as primary education is 
concerned.  I would like to 
share some basic statistics:
3% of Indian children never go 
to school.
58% drop out before they 

94% drop out before entering 
university.
The Right to Education Act has 
ensured free and compulsory 
education to all children 
from 6-14 years but has not 

addressed the question of 
quality education.
A recent international survey 
showed India as the second 
last nation out of 74 countries 
on elementary education.  
Without education I do not 
think our country can reap the 
demographic dividend of a 
young population. 
P.T.: There is always talk 
about Community needing to 
support each other? But there 
is a thin line between support 
and reliance… where do you 
draw that line and why is that 
important to teach our young?
Anu Aga: Individuals and 

balance between asking for 
help and trying to be as self-
reliant as possible.  Having 

that seeking help is not a 

weakness but strength.  At 
the same time, however much 
help you get from the outside 
world, you are the one who 
has to use that effectively and 
not feel crippled without it.  

right mix is. Each one has to 
decide as to where to draw the 
line as far as support and self 
reliance is concerned.
P.T.: Civic Responsibility is 
high on your agenda… how do 
you plan to take that forward 
within the Rajya Sabha?
Anu Aga: Being a new member 
I have no idea how I will be 
doing this but whenever there 
is an opportunity where I 

can make a difference for the 
cause of the poor, justice and 
education, I will do my best.
P.T.: You remain a very 
private and poised individual 
through your hectic schedule 
and your accolades and 
praise… who was your role 
model or inspiration to be 
you…?
Anu Aga: For me there have 
been a few role models.  My 
husband was my role model 
and Gandhiji continues to be 
one for me.
P.T.: What is your message 
for the young readers of Parsi 
Times?
Anu Aga: Aim high and do 
not set limits on what you 
can achieve.  At the same 
time, do not hanker after 
success.  Success at work and 
in the public space should not 

carry a disproportionate price 
whereby you fail in your other 
important roles and end up 
not being true to yourself.
P.T.: Mothers Day is this week! 
Your daughter has a great role 
model in a mother like you! 
No stranger to accolades and 
achievements of her own, 

great business woman herself. 
What values did you teach 
her, that led to the success 
story within the family?
Anu Aga: Meher has certainly 
surpassed me and as far as 
business is concerned, our 
company is doing far better in 
her hands.  I am delighted that 
she has imbibed the family 
values and has remained a 
down-to-earth person who 
can connect with people from 
all sections of society. 
P.T.: You work closely with 
Sonia Gandhi to highlight 
issues such as Right to Food… 
any progress reports on the 
National Advisory Council 
you are proud of?
Anu Aga: I would not like to 
comment on the work done 
by the National Advisory 
Council.  All I can say is that 
the 12 of us do our best to 
bring up issues that are of 
national interest and would 
affect the underprivileged.
P.T.: Any woman in a man’s 

prove herself before she is 
considered equal. You have 
always been a tough cookie… 
has the journey been one full 
of lessons?
Anu Aga: I have never found 

world.  At the Confederation 
of Indian Industries National 
Council meetings there were 
times when I was the only 
woman among 100 men but 
that was never an issue.  If 
you are sure of yourself and 
yet willing to show your 
vulnerability, most men are 
willing to nurture you and 
help you out.
P.T.: How did you celebrate 
your nomination to the 
Rajya Sabha and how do you 

An Exclusive Interview With Anu Aga

“Success at work and in 
the public space should not 
carry a disproportionate 
price whereby you fail in 
your other important roles 
and end up not being true 
to yourself.”

Anu Aga has just been given a new and more powerful 
platform from which to continue her association to the causes 
of Education, Justice and Women’s Empowerment in India. 
Having just accepted a seat in the Rajya Sabha, she speaks 
with Parsi Times about her role models, her plans and more... 


