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Dear Readers, 
Ok, so your kid’s eyes are glued to his computer screen and he can’t help with the dishes because his blackberry messenger 
needs his full attention! Can we really blame him for being wrapped up in the technological innovations that have swept across 
the world in less than a decade?  
The world has changed too much since we were children. The way information is processed is drastically different. You needn’t 
nod your approval when the kids glue themselves to computers instead of populating Baug Gardens. If you understood the new 
channels of Communication, it would be a great way to establish your position as parent as well as learn how to get through with 

calmness and clarity to the generation that ‘just won’t listen’! 
But don’t sweat it! I met a whole herd of young ones last weekend and I see that things are not as bad as some of us grumble openly about! 

the community and to solve the political crisis within the Punchayats and even though they don’t look very aware of the drama, they are!  

to know that technology doesn’t change what’s on the inside. Instead join the chat room and try Pinging them there! 
Freyan
freyan@parsi-times.com

Dear Parsi Times, 
Thank you very much 
for your great help in 
my quest. 
By publishing my 
write-up in your 
paper you not only  
allowed me reach a large 
group of people to ask 
for information concerning my Indian 
roots but also made it possible for so 
many well wishers to respond and get 
into contact with me. I had received a 
lot many mails from people from all 
over the world even offering to help 
me - although, so far I have not got the 
substantial information concerning my 
biological parents yet... 
Still I am very grateful for your support! 
With all my best wishes from Germany, 
Franziska

y  
ge 

ask 
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NOTICE
F R O H A R   F I L M S’  presents  Tele –Serial 

HUMATA   HUKHTA   HVARSHTA  ‘Suvichar Suvachan Sukarma’
on  ‘DD-11 Girnar  - (Ahmedabad- Doordarshan) on Sunday  – 27th May,  2012 (12.30  Noon). (Please note the Change of Channel & Timings)

In this episode,  The handmade Charts on Parsi Cultural Heritage made by Mr. Noshir Daboo of Ahmedabad are these colourful charts depicts the 
Religious and Cultural aspects of the Parsis. Mr. Noshir Daboo himself explains these charts in his unique style.

Designed and Directed by Ervad Dr. Cyrus Dastoor.

Salgreh on 27th May, 2012
will be celebrated on 

Jashan Caremony will commence at 10.30 a.m. 
onward at the Chikli Agiary, River Street, 

Chikli. 4 k.m. from Billimora, Chikli can be 
reached by road. 

(Approx. 4-6 hours by bus from Mumbai).

NOTICE

Salgreh on 27th May, 2012
will be celebrated on

ashan Caremony will commence at 10.3
he Chikli Ag

m. from Billimo
reached by road

n

Faramji and Dorabji Hormusji Gazder 
Dar-e-Meher

(Chikli  Agiary)

The Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) has decided to offer a 
Fitness and Gym Operation vocational 
course in sports for class 11 and 12 
students from the academic year 2012-

13. And  Mickey Mehta tells P.T. why 
this is good news! 
“It’s a brilliant idea. It will help youngsters 

thing. It’s an amazing concept.”
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By P.T. Reporter Hoshang T. Sethna

Tarapore or Tarapur once a small 
beautiful village near the sea-
shore has now turned into a full-

known in Maharashtra 
and in the whole of 

biggest Atomic Energy 
Reactor which has been 

We Parsis knowingly 
or unknowingly have 
fallen in love with 
Tarapore every time we 
eat the spicy Tarapori 
Patio accompanied by 

previous generation 
Parsis were rich 
businessmen and 
the Taraporewala 
Aquarium at Marine 
Drive, Chowpatty is one 

Seth Jamshedji 
Nasarwanji Petit 
Daremeher of Tarepore, 
along with the Trustees 
of the Tarapore Parsi 
Zarthosti Anjuman 
celebrated their beloved 
Daremeher’s  117th  
Salgreh  on Thursday, 
17th May, Adar Mahino, 
Ardebehesht Roj with 
a Jashan ceremony 
performed by two 

Devotees from 

Udwada, Nargol, 
Saronda, Sanjan, 

As the day progressed, more and more 
devotees came to pray and participate 

Tarepore Parsi Zarthosti Anjuman 
manages the Agiary and its Trustees 

were the youngest devotees at 10 years 

76 years was eldest amongst all the 

The Jashan ceremony was followed 
by a delicious Gambhar which was 
prepared by local Parsis namely Yasmin, 

Wines sponsored the drinks and the 

The Seth Jamshedji Nasarwanji Petit 
Daremeher of Tarepore was founded 
by Mehernosh Seth Vikaji Meherji 

and offered to Parsi devotees of 

average, 5 people visit the Dar-e-Meher 
daily, but on auspicious days like this, 
around 30 to 40 people visit from the 

The Cawasji Mobed Parsi 
Dharamshala is at a walking distance 

Well in the Dadgah

Guests at the Gambhar

Cawasji Mobed Parsi Dharamshala

TARAPOREWALA AQUARIUM

HOW TO GET TO TARAPORE? 

managed by the Nuclear Power 

constructed by the American 
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On Saturday, 19th May 2012, at 
the Wadiaji Agiary, Lalbaug; 
the Annual Dae Mah Jashan 

of Nowrosjee N. Wadia Welfare 
League (NNWWL) of Nowroz Baug,  

and eternal gratitude to Late Bai Jerbai 

Jashan ended on an exuberant note 
with a shower of rice grains and of 

all strata of Zoroastrians. Our journey 
has been long and arduous but we 

the fruits of our labour are enjoyed by 

still greater heights of glory, which 

Irani, in-charge of Social, Cultural and 

Dinner held on the Nowroz Baug 

address by the NNWWL President, 

blessings of Dadar Ahura Mazda 
for our Nowroz Baug residents and 

Parsis are d r i f t i n g 
t h e i r 

r e l i g i o n d u e 

a n d 

awarded to the young children who 

regularly attend these religious 

Sunday. He says, “I want to soon 

class run by NNWWL was started 

50 years ago and is still continued 

Marazban Mehta’s Darling Orchestra, 

of days gone by and ended on the 
Nowroz Baug.

note with residents and guests, 
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Dear Mamaiji, 
Please tell me the story of our Prophet Zarathushtra.

Dear Dikri, 
As you know we are Zoroastrians and our Prophet is Spitaman Zarathushtra. He taught this religion 
several thousand years ago in Iran. He proclaims one God or Ahura Mazda who is the Lord of life 
and wisdom. Before Zarathushtra’s time mankind believed in many different Gods but Zarathushtra 

Before Zarathushtra  was born, there was a lot of sadness in the world. When Zarathushtra was born 
a bright light shone all around him. All babies cry when they are born but Zarathushtra laughed. He 
was happy because he knew that God had sent him into this world to make others happy. 

always smiling and happy and Zarathushtra would explain: “you can be happy too if you try to think 
and do all that is good. Share what you have with others, and be kind to everyone.” 

had made many other people happy. 
Dikri, Zarathushtra now wanted to speak to the world about God. So, he left his house in search 
of truth. His father offered him all his wealth, but Zarathushtra only asked for the kusti which his 
father wore.  Zarathushtra went away to the mountains for 10 long years. He communicated with 
Ahura Mazda and asked him many questions. He went back with Ahura Mazda’s messgae.

taught all people to be good and have kind thoughts about everyone, to do good to all and to help 
others to be happy. People loved Zarathushtra and began to follow his teachings. He became a 
great Prophet of Iran. For many years, Zarathushtra worked among people and made them happy. 

and he went back to God. 
So, Dikri always remember to make others happy through your actions.

When summertime 
rolls around it is easy 
to get caught up in 

the toasty warmth of the sun 
and forget to adequately protect 
your hair. There has been lots 
of publicity lately about the 
damage that the sun can cause 
to skin. Everyone knows that 
the sun can potentially cause 

cellular damage 
that can speed 
up aging and 
possibly trigger 
cancer. 
If you are 
the type 
to believe 
in being 
n a t u r a l , 
you can rub 
4-5 drops of 
sesame oil on 
your hair. You could even add 
one drop of coconut oil and 
lavender oil on your hair. This 
mixture should not include 
more than 5-6 drops overall. 
That will make your hair greasy 
and attract more dirt and dust 
for your hair. Greasy hair is 
more likely to suffer from hair 
fall. Coconut oil should not 
exceed 1 drop on the hair as it 
gets too sticky and 

doesn’t come off the 
hair easily. 

For those who are 
against oil, Aloe 
Vera can be 
used on their 
hair. Aloe Vera 
in its purest 
form straight 
from the plant 
itself could be 

applied onto the 
hair when it’s wet, 

clean and towel dried. Just a 
p e a n u t 
s i z e 

amount of it on the hair and 
leave it in the hair. This acts like 
a natural sunscreen for the hair. 
Use of natural products always 
leaves a slight residue or 
greasiness in the hair,  hence the 
amount used always matters.  

Dear MR. FIX-IT,
My daughter has gone from being a class topper to a 

fail student! In the past year she has become distracted 
and even hides things from me. I have a strong suspicion 
that when I ask her to visit the Agiary she is spending 
time with a boyfriend I have no knowledge of. I am very 
frightened about her becoming worse and worse and I 
do not know what to do. I am just very concerned about 
her diminishing faith and crazy antics. I want her to be a 
good human being. Please help!! 
Thank you,
K

Dear K,
You haven’t told me your daughter’s age but I’m 

guessing she is in her late teens. Ok, so now you go from 
Mother to Detective! You have no option but to sneak up 

do chugli for you! Maybe if you catch her skipping her 
religious rituals you can push her back on the right path.  

your end! That will stop all the communication. Nag but 
with explanations if possible! If she really is one of the 
tough teens, give it a few years of hell before it becomes 
a lovely relationship.

SUNSCREEN YOUR HAIR AT HOME!! 

getgets s too sticky and 

RECIPE

Purveen Dubash is a 
chef with many knives in 
her pretty home kitchen 

cabinet. From TV anchor 
to educator to author she 
is armed with culinary 
skills to put your tummy 
into a hypnotic state. 
We are proud to present 
to you her recipes 
which have the unique 
distinction of being not 
only simple to follow 
but yummy to taste!

FISH FLORENTINE
Ingredients:

2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 tablespoon butter
Salt & pepper
1 cup grated cheese
4 bunches spinach
1cup cream
1 bunch of coriander
4 green chilies

in 1 cup of milk
Directions:

greased oven–proof dish. 
Rub lemon juice, salt, pepper 

Place in a hot oven for ten 
minutes. 

Boil and drain the spinach. 
Liquidize with coriander and 
green chilies till smooth. 
Combine the milk, cream 
and the pureed spinach. 

Sprinkle the grated cheese. 
Place in a hot oven for 10-12 
minutes before serving. 
Serve with buttered pasta.
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Dear Parsi Times Readers, the clinic is now open! Dr. Marzi G Mehta takes us through 
the signs and symptoms of a disease that claims lives physically and emotionally. In 
this easy to read and cut out format browse through 
the good doctor’s observations and take to heart the 
adage ‘Prevention is better than Cure’

Dr. Marzi G Mehta is a DNB 
[DIPLOMATE OF NATIONAL 
BOARD] in Surgical Oncology 
(Cancer Surgery). He is 
currently pursuing a two 
year fellowship programme 
in Super specialization in 
Thoracic Surgical Oncology 
at the Tata Memorial 
Hospital, Parel, Mumbai. 
In an exclusive Interview 
with the PARSI TIMES he 
discusses the symptoms, 
precautions, right diet, 
hygiene, and investigations 
related to common types of 
Cancers amongst the Parsi 
community.

In a new series on Cancer, we speak to Dr. Marzi about the basics of Lung Cancer

PT: Good morning Dr. 
Marzi, what more on LUNG 
CANCER will you tell our 
readers today?
Dr. Marzi: Today I shall tell 
you about the various tests 
and the investigations which 
need to be done in a case of 
lung cancer.
PT: What are the tests to be 
done? 
Dr. Marzi: The tests can be 
divided into
     Routine Blood Test
     Radiological Imaging 
     Invasive Test.
PT:
blood tests to detect Lung 
Cancer?
Dr. Marzi: No. As of today, 
there is no test to detect lung 
cancer. There are certain test 
like Serum CEA which may 
help to detect the prognosis, 
however, they are not very 

worldwide to help detect lung 
cancer at an early stage using 
breath test and sputum test. 
However, so far none of the 
tests are validated.
PT: What are the radiological 
tests?
Dr. Marzi: The most 
commonly performed test 
is the X ray of the chest. The 
others include CT scan of the 
chest and a PET CECT chest.
PT: What information does 
the X- ray provide?
Dr. Marzi: The X ray of the 

common investigation done to 

rule out any pathology in the 

the chest etc can be picked up 
by a routine X-ray chest.
However X- ray has its 
limitations; it cannot pick up 
anatomical details and the 

relation of the mass to the 
surrounding important blood 
vessels.
PT: What is the test 
recommended for that?
Dr. Marzi: The next test which 
needs to be done is a CT scan 
of the chest. This is an all 
important test which needs to 
be done to pick up anatomical 
details and the relation of 
the mass to the surrounding 
important blood vessels. 
CT scan can also give most 
of the information which is 
needed to characterize a chest 
disease.
PT: Why is a PET scan needed?
Dr. Marzi: If a person is 
planned for surgery based on 
the CT scan of the chest, it may 
miss out vital information 
on the spread of disease to 
the other organs beyond the 
chest. If the disease has spread 
to areas beyond the chest, 
options other than surgery 
have to be considered. The 
only drawback with PET 
CECT is that it cannot image 
the brain for spread of disease. 
This requires an MRI of the 
brain.
PT: What information is 
obtained via MRI of the Brain?
Dr. Marzi: The MRI of the 

brain is done to rule out 
disease spread from the lungs 
to the brain.

PT: What do you mean by 
invasive investigations?
Dr. Marzi:  Invasive 
investigations mean that a 
scope or an instrument is 
inserted into the cavity to 
gather further information.
PT: What are these tests?
Dr. Marzi: These include:
A Bronchoscopy, A 
Mediastinoscopy or 
An Endo Bronchial 
Ultrasound.

PT: What is a bronchoscopy?
Dr. Marzi: From our last 
conversation, you would recall 
that the wind pipe bifurcates 
into two main divisions called 
right and left bronchus.
Bronchoscopy uses a special 
device to visualize the interior 
of the trachea (wind pipe) and 
the bronchus.
This helps in surgical planning 
and also to obtain a biopsy 
which is mandatory if surgery 
is being planned.
PT: Is there any other way to 
obtain a biopsy?
Dr. Marzi: Yes. If the growth 
is far too peripheral, then the 
bronchoscopy is unsuccessful 
in obtaining a biopsy from the 
wind pipe. These situations 
are then best tackled by doing 
a biopsy using CT scan. 
This is done using CT scan as 
a guide to locate the mass and 
the biopsy needle is passed 
from the chest wall or the back 

into the lungs and a biopsy is 
obtained. 
PT: What is a Mediastinoscopy?
Dr. Marzi: In case of Lung 
cancer the most common site 
affected are the surrounding 
lymph glands.
It is very important to know 

whether only the lung is 
involved or is there an 
involvement of these lymph 
glands.
This is because; if the lymph 
glands are involved then there 
is a change in the treatment 
strategy.
Mediastinoscopy is a 
visualization of these lymph 

glands by making a 2 -3 cm 
incision in the neck under 
general anaesthesia and taking 
biopsies from these areas.
PT: What is end bronchial 
ultrasound?
Dr. Marzi: It is an 
improvisation over the 
mediastinoscopy which goes 
via the wind pipe and does 
not involve making a scar in 
the neck.

It is deemed to be safer as 
compared to mediastinoscopy, 
but is expensive and available 
at very few centres in India.

LUNG CANCER

World No Tobacco Day is an health awareness 
initiatve taken by the World Health Organization 
(W.H.O). On this day an effort is made to have 
a 24 hour period of abstinence from all forms of 
tobacco consumption.
The objective of this day is to urge tobacco users 
worldwide to abstain themselves from using tobacco products 
for 24 hours, an action they hoped would provide assistance 
for those trying to quit.
From the past 25 years, since its inception in 1987, this day 
has been  met with both enthusiasm and resistance across 
the globe from governments, public health organizations, 
smokers, tobacco growers, and the tobacco industry.

World No Tobacco Day

31st MAY 2012

f 
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Continued from last week

The Medes and the 
Cyssians charged. 
Then charged 

the ‘Persian Immortals’ 
(name given to the elite 
soldiers who fought for the 
Achaemenian empire. They 
acted as guards as well a 
standing army during the 
period of expansion of the 
empire and during the 
Greco-Persian wars. Their 
Persian name was “anausa” 
meaning immortal). Brave 
as they were, they were no 
match against the superion 
arms and the heavy armour 
of the Greeks. 

The second day proved 

At last xerxes 
learnt of a secret 
path from a 
Malian named 
Ephialtes. The 
path went over 
the mountains 
in the rear of 
T h e r m o p y l a e . 
He ordered the 
“Immortals” to 
go over the path 
at night and at 

dawn take the Greeks 
from the rear.

One thousand 
Phoenicians guards 

at the sight of the Persians 
they offered no resistance. 
When the news reached 
Thermopylae the Greeks in 
the pass retreated. Aware 

Leonidas dismissed a 
considerable number of 
Greek soldiers. Only 300 
Spartans along with about 
2000 other soldiers remained 
to guard the rear. Almost all 
of them perished. 

The Greek navy received 
the news of the defeat at 
Thermopylae. Since control 
of both Thermopylae and 

Artemisium were necessary 
for the Greek strategy and as 
both had fallen, their naval 
commander Themistocles, 
decided to withdraw to 
Salamis. The Persians 
overran Boeotia and took 
over the Athens which had 
already been evacuated on 
the advice of Themistocles. 
The temple of Athena was 
burnt down. This was not 
done out of any fanaticism 
or religious bigotry but as 
a revenge for burning of 
Sardis. In De Republica, 
Cicero writes that Xerxes 
had ordered the temples to 
be burned down because he 
thought it was wrong for 
the Gods to be imprisoned 
within walls. He believed 
that, the whole universe was 
their home. 

stationed at Salamis. There 
it received reinforcements.  

triremes. The capture of 
Athens and the advancing of 

was a cause of great worry 
to Themistocles. He thought 
up a cunning plan. He sent 
his son’s teacher Sicinnus to 
Phalerum to inform Xerxes 
that the Greeks were so 

had decided to slip out of 
the strait under the cover of 
night. Xerxes now saw this 
as an opportunity to destroy 
them completely. The 
cunning aim of Themistocles 

was to divide the Persian 
force and give the Greeks 
a chance to defeat them. 
Xerxes fell for the bait. He 
dispatched a squadron of 
200 ships to the western 
passage between Salamis 
and Megara. 

Shortly before the battle 

Persian youth. They were 
slaughtered in honour of 
their god Dionysus. 

BC the Persians charged 

fought with their customary 

scoring success but soon the 
tide turned in favour of the 
Greeks. The Persian ships 
in triple line got themselves 
entangled passing through 
the narrow passage and 
were damaged. Only half 
the number of ships could 
retreat to Phalerum. The 
Greek victory dealt a severe 
blow to the Persians

 Many western writers 
have portrayed Xerxes as a 
coward saying that at the 
defeat at Salamis he was 

his personal safety and made 
a hasty retreat to Sardis. A 
king who personally led 
an expedition to Egypt and 
conquered it could not have 
been pusillanimous. Munro 
suggests that the king lost 

was dangerously Hellenic in 
composition. The winter was 
approaching and his supplies 
were running low. Also, he 
had to take care of trouble 
fomenting in Babylon. Hence 
the retreat.

Xerxes returned to Persia.  
Back home, he undertook 
to complete The several 
construction projects left 

He had a Palace built at 
Susa twice as big and twice 
as grand as the the one 
constructed by Daraius..

The Achaemenian 
architecture was quite 
unique. The palace walls 
were aglow with rich colours 
and from that time onwards 
the wall was regarded a 
commanding opportunity 

for beautiful enrichments. 
He built The Gate of all 
Nations and a Hall of the 
Hundred Columns which 
are the largest and the most 
imposing structures of the 
palace. In an inscription 
on one of the pillars at the 
palace he says:- By the 
grace of Ahura Mazda, 
this colonnade (for the 
representatives) of all the 
nations I made; much also 
(that is) beautiful (was) done 
throughout Persia which I 
did and which my father 
did by the grace of Ahura 
Mazda.

Xerxes completed 
Apadana, the palace of 
Daraius. He maintained 
the network of roads that 
constructed by his father. 

Greek writers have 
portrayed Xerxes a violent 

king. Jews think of him 
differently. Josephus, the 

says he not only inherited 
his father’s kingdom, he 
inherited his father’s piety 
towards god and honour, 
for he followed his father’s 
example in all matters 
relating to Divine Worship 
and was exceedingly friendly 
to Jews.

Xerxes was naturally 
averse to war. He did not 
have the same military 
genius as his father. He was 
a courtier king and possibly 
a man of peace. Gore Vidal 
in his novel “Creation”, a 

the rise of the Achaemenian 
kings, especially Daraius 
and presents the life and 
death of Xerxes. His vision, 
his presentation of history 
goes against the grain of the 
Greek histories. 

In the year 465 BC, in 
the 20th year of his reign, 
56 year old king Xerxes was 
murdered in his sleep by 
Artabanus the commander 
of the royal bodyguards 
with the help of a eunuch 
Aspamitres.

His son Artaxerxes 
ascended the throne in about 
465 BC.
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Mrs. Dolat Doongaji, 
born in Kobe, Japan 
on 10th April, 

1918, was the Chairperson 
of PirojaVasunia Education 
Trust and Founder Principal of 
New Activity School, Activity 
High School and Activity 
Infant School.  She left for her 
heavenly abode on 26th April, 
2012.  Here is a short Genesis 

Activity School.
“Chance plays a big part 

in life”, Mrs. Doongaji had 
said.  When she had gone 
to Bhulabhai Desai institute 
to see a play, she fell in love 
with the place and the garden, 
and asked if she could start a 
nursery school there, as she 
had a 2 ½  year old son and had 
just completed her B.T. Exam 
(Now called B.Ed.) standing 
1st class 1st in the then Bombay 
State.  Permission was granted, 
provided the school began in 

After a hectic rush, 
preparing and printing a 
syllabus and admission forms, 
ordering cupboards and stools 
in blue and pink colours, 
advertising and selecting a 
teacher; the school started on 

Darayas, his playmate Munira 
Padamsee (the well-known 

artist Akbar Padmsee’s 
niece) and three poor 
children, free of charge.  It was 
Mrs. Doongaji’s aim of life to 
teach poor children for free, if 
they were bright and eager to 
learn.

To quote Mrs. Doongaji 
“Like Alice in Wonderland 
who grew bigger and bigger 
as she ate the magic cakes, the 

to thirty children in no time”.  
Soon the Nursery  got coverage 
in newspapers  with glowing 
reviews, and more and more 
children joined.

Then disaster struck. Mrs. 
Doongaji became ill with 
severe Amoebic Dysentery 
and was hospitalized.  She was 
told that Dr. Haemmerli of 
Switzerland was an expert in 
curing dysentery, so she was 
sent there.  Being a tropical 
disease, she had to stay away 
from the Tropics for over six 
months to get cured.  Never 
one to waste time, Mrs.
Doongaji went to London and 
did two Montessori courses 
almost simultaneously:- 
The Association Montessori 
Internationale’s (A.M.I.) Junior 
Course for children aged 2 ½ - 
6 years, and The St. Nicholas’ 
Centre’s Senior Course for 
children aged 6-12 years.  She 
obtained a First Class Diploma 
from St. Nicholas’ Centre 
and her work was highly 
commended by AMI.  Then 
she completed her dysentery 
course and returned to Mumbai 
only to be served a notice to 
quit because a staff member’s 
friend had broken two rules 
of the Institute during her 
absence!!

Thus the search for bigger 
premises began and after a 
few months Mrs. Doongaji 
met Shri Laxmichand Tejpal, 

a well-known educationist 
and philanthropist. He agreed 
to build three rooms on his 
terrace near Laxmi Narayan 
Mandir for Mrs. Doongaji and 
her classes and shifted there on 
9th June, 1958.  The school was 
given the name of New Activity 
as Mrs. Doongaji wanted to try 
out new activities and methods 
which she had observed in 
schools abroad.

9th June, 1958, was an 
epoch-making day, as on that 
day Mrs. Doongaji began 
her experiment of integrated 
teaching, in which three 
visually challenged boys were 
admitted under the tutelage of 
Mrs. Rehmat Fazalbhoy.   Thus 
visually challenged children 
studied with sighted children 
in Std. IV & V.  These three boys 
were good students and one of 
them Noshir Guzdar used to 

sighted students!
Special equipment was  

bought for these  boys and Mrs.
Fazalbhoy translated the text 
books of the class into Braille 
and taught the boys how to 
read and write Braille.  She 
also used to translate all their 
written work from Braille for 
the teachers to correct. 

educationist Mrs.Mani 
Rustomji joined the 

school as Principal. She was a 
strict disciplinarian, and the 
primary classes progressed 
wonderfully under her, while 
Mrs. Doongaji looked after the 
Montessori section and taught 
the Montessori method to 
many teachers gratis.

Many poor children have 
been taught free of charge or 

children, children of vendors 
and even corpse-bearers 
children.  Even today, in all the 
3 institutions begun by Mrs. 
Doongaji, there are numerous 
children studying free or at 

concessional fees.  Parents liked 
the way lessons were taught 
in the play-way methods 
and wanted their children to 
continue studying that way 
in higher classes.  They nearly 
‘gheraoed’ Mrs. Doongaji and 
insisted on a secondary school!

So the search for High School 
premises began in 1966.  First 3 
classes were shifted to Morarji 
Mansion opposite Palm Beach 
School on Darabsha Road; then 
they shifted to Saraswati Sadan 

on Bhulabhai Desai Road (Opp.
Mafatlal Park); then to Tahera 
Villa in Ghas Galli, and later 

Off Bhulabhai Desai Road and 
ultimately to Sahany Villa, 
2 Navroji Gamadia Road 
where Activity High School is 
currently located.

 Later on, Activity Infant 
School was also begun in 
the same premises. This 
school focuses entirely on the 
Montessori method of teaching 
pre-primary children.

New Activity School, 
Activity High School and 
Activity Infant School have had 
many changes in recent years 

younger teachers, renovations 
and alternations.  But the spirit, 
the brain and heart behind it all 

the darkness, taking the school 
from strength to strength.

We at the Activity School 
and Piroja Vasunia Education 
Trust will miss our Mentor 
sorely, but we are sure she is 
smiling and guiding us from 
the heavens.  May her Soul Rest 
in Eternal Peace!  Amin.

In 1958, 3 Visually Handicapped boys studied in our school in Std. VI. They are:- (L-
R) Deepak Motivala (now a lawyer), Rajendra Singh (deaf  and blind – obtained a PHD 
for His Thesis on Problems of  the Blind), Noshir Guzdar (now a Lawyer).
Sitting: (L-R) Mrs. Doongaji, Principal – New Activity School and Mrs. Rehmat 
Fazalbhoy, their resource Teacher (winner of  the Jamnalal Bajaj Award for Integrated 
teaching of  Blind and Sighted students).  Photo taken in October, 2000.

(l-r): Mrs. H. Boman, Mrs. Doongaji 
and Mrs. H. Bhesania Partners of  
New Activity Pre-Primary School

- P.T. Reader Dr. (Mrs.) Hutoxi Boman

The Beginning Of New Activity
The story of how Mrs. Dolat H. Doongaji began the Educational Institute in the words of her daughter
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P. T. QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Do you think Amir Khan’s new show Satyameva Jayate is meant 
to create constructive social awareness or do you see it as just 

another celebrity gimmick?

Parsi Times chats with Community Members and asks for their unbiased take on important 
Community issues. We are proud to feature our unedited minds. Maybe their voices can be heard!

Hey there! Register your voice on contribute@parsi-times.com Just mail in your name,  age and contact number. 
Our questions can range from the serious to the sensational. Let us join hands in making a voice  today for our tomorrow!

Young 
& Free

Pinky Mistry, 40 years, Cuffe Parade
No I haven’t seen the show. I don’t think too many expectations are kept on 
celebrities. Yes, it is their responsibility to create civic awareness.

Havovi Bhathena, 55 years, Dubai.
I have seen the show and it is very good. Just because it is by a Bollywood 
person it could easily face criticism for being a gimmick. According to me, it 
is an eye opener! It educates the masses and brings out awareness and that’s 
what we need Bollywood style or not! In fact the viewership increases due 
to celebrity status.

Shahrukh Wadia, 48 years, Vasai

Not only that they should also spread the messages to the people about 
sensitive issues like safety of women in today’s world and unity among the 
people.

Tehmul Patel, 81 years, Tardeo
No, I haven’t seen the show. But I think celebrities do make a perfect way of 
appealing to the people.  It is their responsibility since they can spread the 
message to millions. It is very important for them to carry out their social 
cause and help make a better world. We do not expect more out of them. They 
are famous therefore it is their duty to use their fame in the best possible way.

Darius Mistry, 43 years, Andheri
No, I haven’t seen the show. I think they should make it their social 
responsibility to spread a message because when you are a celebrity you 
should be more socially responsible. Their voice is heard more than the 
average person. However, a common man also expects a lot from them. It 
works both ways.

Kerafride Umrigar, 19 years, Breach Candy

when addressed by them seem to have a greater impact on the masses (eg: 
Amitabh bachan’s “do boond zindagi ke” ad increased awareness about polio 

message for the betterment of our society.

Mihran Umrigar, 16 years, Breach Candy 

have a good amount of respect in the society they should use some of it to 
improve the standard of their surroundings and spread socially positive 
messages. As they say, with great power comes great responsibility so they 
should pretty much use it in a good way.

Vizak Gagrat, 20 years, Marine Lines 
I have been seeing it since the past two episodes and I have noticed that he is 
not doing this show just to make money, fame or worthless noise, its to create 

death of a girl child, child abuse, gay abuse, are all still unspoken truth that 
stays in our hypocritical country. And this show is a voice and awareness to 
all of us who sit in home and are unaware of all these truth.

Gulistan Dubash, 26 years, Babulnath
It’s an extremely important way to advertise views. Celebrities promote 
almost everything. To spread message a celebrity status is important. I 
haven’t personally seen the show.

Nikav Barucha, 18 years, Dadar
I have seen it. It’s more like Oprah. It can make a difference if it is done the 
way shown. There’s no guarantee. If it does happen, well and good or else it’s 
just a way of increasing the TRP.

Binaisha Barucha, 18 years, Dadar
I have seen the show. Yes, to a certain extent celebrities do make a difference 
in the thinking of the common man in  problems larger than his world. More 
people should be watching it to be aware of the issues.

Dhanji  Mistry, 39 years, Cuffe Parade
No, I don’t think so that celebrities make a lot of difference. The corruption 
is so deep that even a celebrity can’t do anything. Today things are coming 

difference. The problem is, there are no proper laws.

Old n 
Wise

Neville Zaveri, 29 years, Andheri
I have seen the show. It is a good one. According to me a celebrity can make 

step towards helping people, the people who follow them might also do that.

Hormazdiar Chinoy, 21 years, Malabar Hill
I haven’t seen the show but I think that more celebs should make it their 
responsibility to be socially active and spread a message.
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Parsi Times: What does your 
daily regime involve while 
working toward a tournament 
and otherwise also? 
Arzan: Normally, when there 
is no exam in our college. I 
practice regularly for 3 hours 
in the evening . This practice 
includes stroke practice to 
improve the skills and quality 
of my game as they are very 
crucial while playing in 
the tournament. When the 
tournament approaches I 
spend the same amount of 
time on practice, but instead 
of stroke practice I do game 
practice by playing with 
different and a variety of 
players to improve my skills 
to compete in the tournament .
P.T.: What made you take 
special interest in table tennis 
(T.T.)? 
Arzan: From my childhood 
itself, I wanted to become a 
sportsperson but the selection 

skating for a year, swimming 
for half of the year; then I 
started playing T.T.  My father 
is a T.T. coach since 1983, so he 
used to take me to the T.T. hall 
every day from the day I was 
born. I used to see my father 
playing T.T. and I got great 
inspiration from him; and 

from the year 1999. Then I 
won many trophies year after 
year which kept my interest in 
T.T. 

P.T.: Do you think you have 
the best facilities right now for 
you to excel in your sport?
Arzan: Yes, according to me 
I do have the best facilities to 
excel in my sport. I have many 
places in Surat where I can 
play T.T. I have a very good 
and fast bat and I can use 
expensive balls to improve my 
game. 
P.T.: The London Olympics is 

coming up! Are 
the Olympics 
a dream for 
you at all? 
How easy do 
you think it 
is to achieve 
stardom in 
sports? 
Arzan: 
would get a single opportunity 
like that I would grab it. But 
frankly speaking it is very 

because it does not contain 
several categories like under 
10, under 12, under 14, under 
21 but it only contains Mens 
and veteran categories. I am 
good in studies and pursuing 
my engineering so my main 
focus is that. But still after I 
complete my engineering I 
would try harder to go for 

achieve stardom in any sports. 
It requires a lot of hard work, 
dedication, parental support 
and little bit of luck and the 
most important thing is to 
retain that stardom.
P.T.: Our Community 

supports sports, but do 
you think there is anything 
more we can do for you as a 
Community? 
Arzan: Our Community 
is doing a fabulous job 
of promoting Sports . 
Throughout the year they 
are organising various 
tournaments all over the 
country. They are organising 
summer sessions like HPY 
where students can know 
their inbuilt qualities. It is my 
great pleasure to participate 
in those tournaments and it is 
more fun to win them in front 
of our crowd in true spirit of 
sportsmanship.
P.T.: Any motivational 
words for the new budding 
champions? 
Arzan: For all those young 
champions, always play any 
sport with true sportsmanship 
and with honesty. Work hard 
with dedication with a target 
or goal to achieve. Dream and 
chase them because dreams 
do come true. 
P.T.: What has been the 
hardest hurdle for you to cross 
in T.T.? 
Arzan: The single hardest 
hurdle in T.T. for me has been 
to defeat one player named 
Harmeet Desai. He is currently 

India’s no. 2 and world’s no. 
19. He is also from Gujarat . 
We used to play together but 
till now I have not been able to 
defeat him.  and now he plays 
in the Indian team and I have 
not had a chance to play with 
him for a  long time. I hope 
I can defeat him in the near 
future .
P.T.: How do you deal with 
victory and how do you deal 
with defeat as well? 
Arzan: I was a very sensitive 
boy in my childhood. When I 
used to lose in an important 
tournament I used to start 
crying. But now I am mature 
enough and  I don’t cry, but 
take defeat as my strategy 
towards my next game or 
tournament and learn a lot 
from my mistakes and improve 
on those mistakes. I also take 
victory very sportingly. After 

my victory I just have a smile, 
remember God, and share a 
gentle handshake with the 
opponent and the umpire. 
P.T.: What about being Parsi 
makes you proud?
Arzan: I feel proud being 
a Parsi. Though we are a 
minority we have achieved 

have the most peaceful and 
joyful Community of  all .

AN INTERVIEW WITH A
YOUNG T. T. CHAMPION

Parsi Times catches up with a young champion Arzan 
Varachhwala of Surat. He is currently studying 
Mechanical Engineering at C. K. Pithawala College of 
Engineering and Technology, Surat. He has been trained 
by his father, Mr. Viraf D. Varachhwala,  a well-known 

Receiving Sardar Patel Junior Award 
(declared as Outstanding Sportsperson 
in T.T.) from Mr. Fakirbhai Vaghela 

(Sports Minister of  Gujarat.) (2010)

Won Best Participant Award in HPY 
(2009) standing with Mr. Darayas Master 

(President of  Surat Parsi Punchayat.)

Won All Parsi T. T. Tournament 
organised by Fozawac (2008) and 
became runner-up in this years All 
Parsis T. T. Tournament (Feb.-2012)

Won Silver Medal in Doubles Event in 
68th Sub-Junior National(2006) all over 

India Representing Gujarat Team

Won Gold Medal in Teams Event 
Representing Gujarat Team in School 

Games National held at Bilaspur (2006)

1) Participated in 10 Nationals 
between 2003-2008.
2) Played 7 State Level 
Tournaments between 2002-
2008 and won in several.
3) Participated in west-Zone 
National Tournament as a 
part of Gujarat Technological 
University in 2012.
4) Declared champion in All 
India Engineering, Table-
Tennis Tournament in 

Individual’s Event in 2012.
5) Won All-Parsis Table-
Tennis Tournament for 3 
times in the past years in 
individual events and was 
declared the Runner-up in 
individual event and became 
champion in Team Event’s 
(Surat) in 2012
6) Has more than 75 trophies 
to his credit at State and 
National level.

Arzan also has the following titles to his credit:

Contd. on Pg. No. 14
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Ho n o u r a b l e 
Seth Byramjee  
J e e j e e b h o y 
C.S.I.  (1822-

1890) created a Trust with 
the objective of establishing 
a school for poor Parsi boys 

of Rs.3, 50,000. 
 The school was 

formally inaugurated on 12th 

Anniversary of the founder, 
by Seth Rustomjee Byramjee 
Jeejeebhoy(1864-1922)- the 

Trustees. At that time it was 
housed in a hired building 
on Queen’s Road, opposite 
Marine Lines Railway Station, 
and had only primary and 
middle school sections.

 In 1908, 
the school was 
shifted to its 
present palatial 
premises, opposite 
Charni Road 
Railway Station, 
built at a cost of Rs. 4, 50,000. 
At the turn of the century, 
special commercial classes 
were instituted. The classes 
continued for nearly 30 
years, and were temporarily 

suspended to be 
revived once again 
in 1946. Since 1954, 
the Institution 
has grown into a 
Multipurpose High 
School providing 
a c a d e m i c , 
commercial and 
technical education 
to suit the ability, 

aptitude and interest of every 
student.

 Thousands of 
students have taken advantage 

Founder and other generous 
donors. Over the years, the 
donors have contributed 
liberally to the funds of the 
Institution.

 Since 1950, the school 
ceased to receive Government 
grants and the Institution 
perforce had to charge the 
students nominal fees. The 
school became co-educational 
in 1972, and started its 
Higher Secondary course in 
Commerce and Science in 1995 
and 1978 respectively. In 1989, 
Electronics was introduced. 
In 1991, Computer Education 

was also introduced. In recent 
years, the Byramjee Jeejeebhoy 
Parsee Charitable Institution 
began to admit students of all 
religions.

 In 2001, the school 
introduced Computer 
Aided Learning and the 
required infrastructure 
was created. All staff 
members were trained 
and teaching through 
technology commenced. 

The Byramjee Jeejeebhoy Parsee Charitable Institution

This school has won the “Best Performance” trophy for 3 successive 
years at the Ward Level Science Exhibition. It has also won the Best 
Band Trophy for several years and several prizes at the Inter-School 
contests at ward, zone and state levels.
The school offers various activities and advanced 
facilities. This includes sports like basketball, table 
tennis, cricket at the Parsi Gymkhana from 4 p.m. to 
6 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays, judo and aerobics under the 
observation of trained instructors. The school conducts music 
classes which include Indian light music, western classical music 
and western light music. Students of Stds I, II and III are inducted 
into Suzuki Violin Classes. Counselling Sessions are held periodically 

TRUSTEES OF THE SCHOOL
The Trustees are Mr. Rustomjee J.R.B. Jeejeebhoy, Mr. Rustom N.B. 
Jeejeebhoy, Mr. Byram N. Jeejeebhoy, Mr. Rohinton C. Padder, Mrs. 
Keti F. Mehta and Mrs. Khorshed S. Daboo.

ACHIEVEMENTS OF BJPCI

Harsh Amin (BJPCI Alumni)
Generally, children are never interested to go to school when they are 
young. They hate going to school, cry and make excuses so they don’t 
attend school. But i can say there are some exceptions like me who 
just loved to make it to school. And when you got a school like the 
BJPC Institution, who would like to miss a single day? My schooling 
experience was really great.
I will always cherish the moments spent with my school teachers and 
friends. My best memory of school can be the day when I topped my 
school in SSC boards. The appreciation and felicitation that I received 
would be etched in my memory for long. Being the Head Boy of the 

work towards teaching students is praiseworthy. They would even be friendly at times and get 
into their role of a teacher well when needed. The epic monument of BJPCI is still etched in my 
memory and will stay for lifelong. I really thank this institution for giving me such great times 
that I won’t forget for life.

Daisy A. Mogal (BJPCI Alumni)
Recollecting memories of school days is a way of holding onto the 
things you love, the things you are, the things you never want to lose. 
Schooldays, I believe are the happiest in the whole span of human 
existence. Most of us would agree that the days spent in school are/
were certainly the best days of our lives.

to excel, hope for places in the sports teams, eating lunch boxes during 

For those whose school is now forever over, I still can’t get over it -I feel like I’ll be going back 
next year and seeing all the same people, but I won’t be one of them! I’m happy and sad about 
graduating; I guess that’s how most people feel. Those who are in school think about when 
they’ll grow up and go to college. But believe me when you will be in the college you will get 
bored with the narrow mindedness of your batchmates, politics, racing against time. Really 
school days are the golden days and I feel lucky to have spent them in the BJPC Institution. It 
was and will always be a second home for me. People called it SCHOOL I call it LIFE.

Merzi D. Anklesaria (BJPCI Alumni)
I personally thank my STARS, that I have been CLOSELY associated with 

Marfatia and the Standard is just rising HIGH  and I have very good vibes 
that Mrs. P. Anchees will take it HIGHER. Our Studies and Extracurricular 
activities both were given their due importance as a result of which I can 

My years in BJPCI, were one of the best years of my LIFE, which we could go 
back to school … ha ha…I am sure the present lot and all the ex-students will always be ready 
to come forward and be a part for any activities as and when required.
Today when our Community appreciates marriages within the Community, what better place 

Kerman F. Cooper (BJPCI Alumni)

been more than a second home for me. As a student I planned to take full 
advantage of all the opportunities offered by the School and co-operated 
by taking part in all the various activities and won laurels for my School.
When I was in the fourth standard, my school discovered the hidden 
talent in me and I was chosen to play the role of “Porus” for the 110th year 
celebration function.
I was a little apprehensive, but my Principal Ms. Marfatia and Mr. Boman 

well and since that day I have never looked back and have overcome stage fright, and taken 
part in all competitions and have won several prizes in inter-school contests and made my 
School proud.
My message to the B.J.P.C. students is that, “You only have one life, make the best of it”. I 
would earnestly request my fellow students to take a vow, that whatever we do big or small, 
MY School, we’ll make THEE proud!”
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HPY SEMINAR ON PARSI PUBLICATIONS 

AND CAREERS IN JOURNALISM
Mehrzaad Mogrelia

A student of K. C. College 
currently studying 
Chartered Accountancy. He 
is interested in swimming 
and has competed at the 
All Parsi Level. His other 
hobbies are reading and 
playing the guitar. He 
has been involved with 
the Rotaract Club of K. C. 
College with the Board 
for the last 3 years and 
currently is a member of the 
Students Council.

Every year at the 
B.J.P.C. Institution, a 
Holiday Programme 

for Youth in the month of 
May and June is organized 
for young Parsis who have 
completed their tenth 
standard. Each year this 
programme is attended 
by Parsis from 
all corners of 
M a h a r a s h t r a 
like Mumbai, 
Surat, Pune 
and Kolhapur. 
Several events 
are conducted by 
the Organizing 
Committee of 
HPY to test the 
leadership skills 
and talent of the young 
HPY-ites and one such event 
was the seminar on Parsi 
Publications and the careers 
of Parsi Youth in Journalism. 
The Chief Speakers for this 
event were Mr. Jehangir Patel, 
Editor of the famous Parsi 
Publication, Parsiana and Ms. 
Freyan Bhathena, the editor 
of the newly started Parsi 
Newspaper-Parsi Times.

Mr. Jehangir Patel started 
off the seminar by asking 
a few questions like “How 
many Births are there in the 
Parsi Community? How 
many deaths occur each year 
in the Community? How 
many marriages take place 
in the Parsi Community and 
outside the Community?” 
These questions were asked 
to make the youth aware of 
what is actually going on 

in the Community and also 
to test their knowledge on 
how much they know about 
the Community. Then, he 
explained about the various  
Parsi Publications around the 
world. In India, the various 
Parsi Publications available 
are Jam-e-Jamshed, Mumbai 
Samachar (The oldest  
Newspaper in Asia), the very 
recently launched Parsi Times, 
the monthly magazine of the 
Bombay Parsi Punchayat - The 
BPP Review (which gives a 
background of what has taken 

place in the Community every 
month) and the Parsiana. 
There are various other 
publications available in the 
US and Pakistan too. Then 
came the most interesting part 
of his talk - Mr. Jehangir Patel 
narrated an inspiring story 
of how he made his career in 
Journalism. During his college 
days, Jehangir Patel wasn’t 
involved much in Journalism. 
He wasn’t a part of his college 
magazine and hence did not 
gain any formal experience. 
But it was his struggle and 
determination which got 

and hence enabled him to 
make a name for himself 
in Journalism and start the 
famous publication called 
Parsiana.

After this wonderful 
speech, it was time for the 

editor of Parsi Times, Ms. 
Freyan Bhathena   to speak 
about the opportunities of 

of Journalism. She started 
off  by speaking about her 
newspaper- Parsi Times and 
every week, how she, along 
with her team works hard 
and puts together all the 
interesting news items in 
the paper. Being a dynamic 
journalist herself, she went on 
to add that Journalism these 
days was not only sitting   and 
writing for your newspaper. 

One can be a part 
of the editorial 
d e p a r t m e n t , 
broadcast news 
in front of or 
back of the 
camera, blogging 
current trends or 
creating forums 
where others 
can be invited to 
converse about 
different current 

topics. “Basically, Journalism 
has become a more creative 

recent times thanks to the 
development of technology.” 
These words altered the 
notion of “Journalism is a 

HPY-ites. Parsi newspapers 
like Jam-e-Jamshed and Parsi 
Times are always on the 
lookout for young people 
who can contribute to the 
publications in the form of 
their writings. She further 
added that the most important 
quality required for a person 

is that one has to be out of 
his/her comfort zone and 
make spontaneous decisions 
themselves. She further added 
by saying that to be in the 
media line, one has to have 
guts, courage and foresight. 
You have got to face what 
the world says. Each person 
has his own opinion, whether 
good or bad. Also, a media 
person needs to be really 
strong from the inside.

As the old saying goes, 
“Learning is a continuous 
process”,  similarly media is

Contd. on Pg. No. 15

It is within the walls of BJPCI that for the past 16 years HPY has been conducting its Summer 
Workshops. Join P.T. and Mehrzaad Mogrelia as we uncover one informative session at this session.

“I found the seminar quite informative and interesting. I used 

of Journalism. I would surely love to take up Journalism as 
my career.”

- Rohan Sahukar (Mumbai)

“This session was an eye-opener. I had a complete wrong 
notion about Journalism. Before this seminar started, I thought 
that Journalism did not have much scope and a good pay 
scale. But, after the seminar was concluded, I came to know 
that Journalism had a much wider scope and one gets to learn 

- Frahim Adajania (Mumbai)

“The editor of Parsi Times was very kind and gave us a brief 
introduction and background of Journalism as a career among 
the youth. I also came to know that, in reality, there are several 
Parsi Publications around the globe. So now I feel that reading 
different Parsi Publications will give me an insight of what is 
going on in the Community. I would like more Parsi youth to 

Journalism as my career.”
- Jamshed Jamasbi (Mumbai)

“I came here with the intention that this would be a boring 

seminar got over, I felt that it is actually a very interesting 

main career line would not be Journalism, but if at all there 

choose Journalism.”
- Carol Vaid (Surat)

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
This is what a few participants had to say after learning 
more about journalism and the Parsi Press.
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P.T.: What about the 
Community do you think 
needs to change or evolve? 
Arzan: Our Community is 
perfect at its place. There 
is no need to change our 
Community .   Each and every 
Parsi Puncahyat is providing 
all facilities like educational 

to study, food to eat etc doing 
a fabulous job. I am thankful 
to those Panchayats for giving 
this help every year.
P.T.: 
difference in the Parsi kids of 
Surat and Mumbai? 
Arzan: Yes there are a few 
differences due to slightly 
different cultures in Mumbai, 
including their schools and 
colleges . There are huge baugs 

in Mumbai which is lacking in 
Surat. So there they don’t need 

together in the baugs creates 
friends and they enjoy a lot, 
together compared to Surat. 
We do enjoy but not as much 
as Mumbai kids do.
P.T.: How do you spend your 
relaxation time? 
Arzan: I spend my relaxation 
time by sleeping, playing 
many sports (cricket, 
volleyball, basketball), by 
watching T.V., eating, etc .
P.T.: What’s the next T.T. 
Tournament for you? 
Arzan: Right now there is 
no tournament as it is an 
off season. But soon the 
season will start in July and 
I will be taking part in many 
tournaments.

AN INTERVIEW WITH A
YOUNG T. T. CHAMPION

Contd. from Pg. No. 11

Listing An Approaching 
Event Is Free!

Submit information by post/delivery 
to 102, Vikas Building, 11 Bank Street, 
Fort, Mumbai-1, E-mail: contribute@
parsi-times.com or Fax (66330406). 
Include details of event, dates, 
timings, address, telephone number 
and entry fee. Deadline for information 
is Wednesday 12 p.m. of every week.  
Parsi Times is a weekly publication 
available on every Saturday, all over 
India. Listings are free but inclusion 
cannot be guaranteed due to limited 
space. For guarantee contact our 
advertising department on Monday 
to Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
66330405.

BASZA (Borivli & suburban 
Zoroastrian Association) is 
having Dae Mas Nu Jashan 
at 5.15 pm and at 6.30 p.m. 
BASZA Annual General Meeting 
of 2011-12.
7.30 p.m. Music and Games
9.00 p.m. Buffet Dinner with 
Dessert.
Dinner coupons (+2 Free Lucky 
Dips) for just Rs. 100 per head.
For Members and Guests only.

JASHAN

 KUDOS KAYANUSH! 
The I.C.S.E. results were declared on 
19th may, 2012. And Kayanush Hoshang 
Patel scored a whopping 97% (best of 

student of J. B. Petit High School for 
Girls, Fort, Mumbai. Kayanush Patel 
says “I didn’t know what to say when 
I received my results. I was happy, 

you to God, my parents and all my teachers. “
Her Message to the youth:
“Practice time management and ensure you get 8 hours of 
sleep daily, especially during exams.” 

Family Service Centre is 
organising three workshops 
for teenagers (13-16 years): 
Self Awareness -  Knowing 
Oneself : 30th May - 1st June 
2012.
Me and My Teenage Years: 
7 - 9 June 2012
Books and Me? Tug of War: 
14 - 16 June 2012
These workshops will be 
held at Prabhadevi for 6 
hours each, across three 
days i.e. 2 hours daily. 
For further details please 
contact Khushnam Engineer 
#9619342151 or Shagufta 
Bhattacharya #9820340482

Awareness Workshop 
for Teenagers

The Parsee Youth 

hosted its Annual Floodlit 
Night Volleyball Tournament 

on the 5th May, 2012 at The 
Ahmedabad Parsi Gymkhana 
grounds. They have been 
hosting this event since the last 
30 years. 

annual Volleyball Trophy 
as Jimmy Muglai Cup in 

Muglai who was a legendary 
body builder and a seven time 
winner of the Mr. Gujarat title. 
Mr. Jimmy Muglai was also 
a keen sports follower and 
a regular volleyball player 
having actively participated 
and won many tournaments 
for his Sanatorium team in 
the past. His sons Freddy 
and Burzis Muglai are also 
very good volleyball players 
and have won many annual 

tournaments. This year’s 
tournament was played 
between 5 teams (Sagas, Reds, 

format with each team playing 
a one-set match of 25 points 
against each other. Each team 
had seven players. The top 
two teams were the Sagas and 
Reds who had won all their 
round robins. 
The Final, ended past 1 a.m. 

match between the Sagas and 

the defending champions 

set 25-14 while the Reds made 
a comeback to win the second 
set 25-18. The third set was a 
see-saw battle with no one 
team in the clear lead. The 

score. 
Meherzad Hansotia the captain 
of the runners up team won 
the Best Player Medal. Zenobia 
Contractor who was one of the 
only 2 females (the other being 

A) to have taken part in the 
tournament was announced as 
the Most Promising Youngster. 

were captained by Delzad 

B team were captained by Jal 
Unwala. The Young Guns 
were captained by Bergis 
Sethna. The Reds captained 
by Bomi Sethna used their 
experience more than their 
skills to defend their title. 
 They were presented the cup 

Jimmy Muglai. A good crowd 
had gathered to witness all 
the matches. The teams and 
spectators of the matches were 
provided snacks and drinks by 

Jimmy Muglai Volleyball Cup 2011-12

(L-R) Mr. N. S. Kotval, Trustee MBZA, Mr. B.S. Bacha, President MBZA, 
Mr. H. S. Talati , Managing Trustee, NMWC, Mr. B.H. Antia, Chairman, 
NMWC, Er. Dr. Ramiyar Karanjia, Mr. K. Panthaki , Trustee NMWC, Mr. M. D. 
Siodia, Trustee MBZA, and Mr. F. M. Gotla, Trustee MBZA.

At the beginning of the month,
Bai Motlibai Wadia Adaran
celebrated it’s 149th Salgreh

Photographs capture the celebration

Mr. B. Bacha, President MBZA felicitating Dr. Er. Ramiyar Karanjia

Motlibai Wadia Adarian

Winners - Reds.

Sagas

Legends A



Perpetuating ‘Parsi’ness
SATURDAY,  MAY 26, 2012

15

Religion and Law 
have always been 
interconnected. There 

have been times when all laws 
were based on and emanated 
from religion. Even today 
various systems of law in 
India draw their provisions to 
varying degrees from religion. 
The people of India belong 
to diverse religions, sects, 
customs and faiths. They are 
governed by different sets 
of personal laws in respect 
of matters relating to family 
affairs, i.e., marriage, divorce, 
adoption, succession, etc.

MARRIAGE 
Law relating to marriage and/
or divorce has been laid down 
in different acts applicable to 
people of different religions. 
Some of the acts are:

The Indian Divorce Act, 
1869;
The Indian Christian 
Marriage Act, 1872;
The Indian Succession Act, 
1925;
The Parsi Marriage and 
Divorce Act, 1936;
The Dissolution of Muslim 
Marriage Act, 1939;
The Special Marriage Act, 
1954;
The Hindu Marriage Act, 
1955.

The Special Marriage Act, 1954  
extends to the whole of India 
except the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir. However, this act 
applies to the citizens of India 
residing in Jammu and Kashmir 
and the persons governed by 

marriage even though they are 
of different religious faiths. 
An attempt has been made 
to codify customary law 
which is prevalent among 
Hindus by enacting the Hindu 
Marriage Act, 1955.  As regards 
the Christian community, 
provisions relating to marriage 
and divorce are contained in 
the Indian Christian Marriage 
Act, 1872 and in section 10 
of the Indian Divorce Act, 
1869 respectively. As regards 
Muslims, marriages are 
governed by the Mohammedan 
Law prevalent in the country. 
As regards divorce, i.e., Talaq, 
a Muslim wife has a much 
restricted right to dissolve 
her marriage. Further, by the 
Dissolution of Muslim Marriage 
Act, 1939, a Muslim wife has 
been given the right to seek 
dissolution of her marriage. 

As for the matrimonial laws 

law in India. Even today, they 
are governed by their religious 
laws.
The Parsi Marriage and 
Divorce Act, 1936 governs the 
matrimonial relations of Parsi 
Zoroastrians and it has a racial 

and divorce under this Act is 
required to be registered in 
accordance with the procedure 
prescribed in the Act. However, 

on that behalf does not make 
marriage invalid. 
ADOPTION
Parsis (unlike Hindu’s who 
are permitted adoption under 
the Hindu Adoptions and 
Maintenance Act, 1956) as such 
have no adoption laws and have 
to approach the court under 
the Guardians and Wards Act, 
1890. Moreover, Parsis can take 
a child under the said Act only 
under foster care and such a 
child does not have the legal 
right of inheritance. Once a 
child under foster care becomes 
a major (i.e. eighteen years and 
above), he is free to break away 
all these connections. 
MAINTENANCE
The term refers to the obligation 
of a husband to maintain his 
wife out of the status of the 
marriage. 
Under the Code of Criminal 

Procedure, 1973, the right of 
maintenance extends not only 
to the wife and dependent 

dependent parents and 
divorced wives. Inclusion of 
the right of maintenance under 
the Code of Criminal Procedure 
has the advantage of making 
the remedy both speedy and 
cheap.
The Parsi Marriage and Divorce 
Act, 1936 recognises the right 
of a wife to maintenance by 
alimony. Alimony means 
an allowance for support 
made under a court order 
to a divorced person by the 
former spouse. It can either be 
alimony pendente lite (temporary 
alimony) and permanent 
alimony. 
SUCCESSION
The Indian Succession Act, 
1925, while consolidating the 
law in respect of succession, 
devised a scheme for 
succession rights of Parsis. The 
Act was amended to provide 
an equal share for both sons 
and daughters in their parental 
properties, irrespective of the 
ownership of the mother or 

father. It also gives Parsis the 
right to bequeath their property 
to religious or charitable 
purposes, etc., without any 
restrictions. 
I would like to conclude by 
saying that even though the 
laws for each religion are more 
or less similar in nature, factors 
like population of each religion, 
customs and traditions, state of 
mind of the people, etc. make 

them into one uniform personal 
law or to implement them. 
If these laws are attempted 
to be merged, then it may 
result in a lot of disharmony 
and internal tensions. 
Therefore it is best to let the 
respective acts be governed 
by amendments, rather than 
repealing, consolidating and 
implementing new legislations.

PARSI LAW VERSUS LAW OF THE LAND

Pearl Boga is a B.Com. 
graduate from H. R. 
College and LL.B. 
graduate from K.C. Law 
College. This practicing 
Advocate at Advani & 
Co. is a lover of dance, 
reading, travel and of 
course arguing, and 
particularly enjoys taking 
people’s cases… literally!

HPY SEMINAR ON PARSI PUBLICATIONS AND 
CAREERS IN JOURNALISM

also one of the very few 
careers where you never stop 
learning. If one loves variety 
and spice in life, media is the 
perfect line. EVERYDAY IS 
A NEW DAY. The media line 
also teaches the young people 
to be good communicators 
and communication is a skill 

this challenging world. She 
also encouraged the young 
HPY-ites by saying that young 

“changing and challenging 
world” as Parsi culture allows 
us to explore and grow. 
Parsis grow up by speaking 
English, which also gives 
them an added advantage in 
this English speaking world. 
Parsis are brought up on 
the basis of Good Thoughts, 
Good Words and Good Deeds 
just the things which make 
us a fair, rational and free 

you can go out into the world 
and challenge yourself and 
face greater challenges.
After both the talks were 
concluded, there was a 
question-answer session 
where many young Parsis 
were eager to know the 
various courses and the 
colleges offering the course 
of Journalism. After the 
question-answer session, the 
seminar was concluded.

Contd. from Pg. No. 13
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CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Caterers for 

Dadar Parsee Gymkhana.
We also cater for, 

Weddings, Navjotes, 
Parties, Functions, etc.

Daily Tiffin Services 
are also Provided

Contact Havovy Kotwal : 
9833622581, 65163918, 

65163873, 24189695, 24462973

LOOKING FOR 
A PERSONAL ASSITANT

PLEASE EMAIL RESUMES TO 
contribute@parsi-times.com 

PUNE BASED WRITERS/ 
JOURNALISTS REQUIRED

EMAIL: 
contribute@parsi-times.com

WORD OF THE WEEK
“troubadour” 

A lyric poet or musician who 
performed chiefly in southern 
France and northern Italy in the 

11th through 13th centuries
OR 

A singer especially of folk songs .

LOOKING TO RENT
A 2000+ SQ FT 
OFFICE SPACE 

IN 
sOUTH mUMBAI

CONTACT
9930463101
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In full colour @ 
Rs. 10/- per word & 

Rs. 15/- per CAPITAL WORD

FOR ALL REGULAR PAGES
We charge Rs. 150/- per cc

Note: all our Ads are in 
Full Colour

PLACE ADS ON 
The Front, Centre 

& Back pages
for the most ATTENTION

Front Page - @ Rs. 300/- per cc
Back Page-@ Rs. 250/- Per cc

Centre Page-@ Rs. 200/- Per cc

Is @ Rs. 50/- 
for a maximum of 20 words

fo
Fro
Ba

Cen

Technical Details

Technical Details 
1. All advertising matter (ready for print) must reach Parsi Times by 5:30 pm on the Thursday 

 
Parsi Times

only for reference and future use. 
Parsi Times 

6. The management reserves the right to: 

not in spirit of the publication itself.

4500/- 3000/- 2000/-

5625/- 4000/- 3000/-

500/-

1500/- 1000/- 750-/-

3000/- 2000/- 1500/-

8000/- 7000/- 6000/-

15000/- 14000/- 12000/-

A DIRECT 40% SLASH IN RATES 
FOR A 50 ADVT. (YEAR) PACKAGE

Contact Us on 66330405 & 
advertise@parsi-times.com/advertise.parsitimes@gmail.com
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SUDOKU

Mutt The Lockhorns

SOLUTION (19-5-2012)

SUDOKU

H i d d e n 
in this criss-

crossing network of 
passageways is the name 

of the well-known community 
personality shown in the picture. 

Select a starting letter and trace this 
name with a continuous line. At no time 

may any letter or passage be re-used.

TIIAXCZR,  Z.:   T   IDZXARADZ  

AZ HMAIM YFCWCZIC DO 

UAZX AW QDDX, JKR TJWCZIC 

DO   JDXN   AW   JCRRCF

Today’s clue:  Z equals N

SNEAKY CHEAKY
One letter stands for another in this 
substitution game. Replace it and 

saying of the week! 

  D O O 

 H O A J B 

 G A  F E 

 G S T R D

  E A D 

SOLUTION (19-5-2012)

ZIA MODY

in person

Sneaky Cheeky
SOLUTION (19-5-2012)

There’s no secret about 
success. Did you ever 

know a successful man 
who didn’t tell you 

about it?

 Mix some curds with warm 
water. Take another vessel 
and pour the milk into each 

 If you want to make a cake 

heat the pressure cooker 

mixture for the cake. When 
the pressure cooker is very 

another bowl. Keep it inside 
the cooker. But don’t place 

ordinary lid. When it starts 

The cake will be ready just 

8 4 3 1 7 6 9 2 5
2 7 1 5 3 9 4 8 6
5 9 6 4 2 8 3 7 1
6 2 9 8 5 4 7 1 3
4 1 5 7 9 3 2 6 8
3 8 7 2 6 1 5 9 4
1 5 8 9 4 7 6 3 2
7 6 2 3 8 5 1 4 9
9 3 4 6 1 2 8 5 7

2 5 1 8 7 9 6 3 4
7 4 3 5 2 6 1 9 8
9 6 8 1 4 3 7 5 2
6 7 2 9 1 8 3 4 5
5 8 4 6 3 2 9 7 1
3 1 9 7 5 4 8 2 6
1 3 5 4 8 7 2 6 9
8 9 7 2 6 5 4 1 3
4 2 6 3 9 1 5 8 7

FAME 
LIKE 
MAN 

GROWS 
OLD 

WITH 
TIME
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Pune nightlife has 

“Come Home to 
da High!”

PRESENTS
HOUSIE AND LUCKY DRAW EVENING
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
SATURDAY 16TH JUNE 2012,
FROM 6.00 P.M. ONWARDS
AT ATHORNAN MADRESSA HALL, DADAR
PASSES AVAILABLE AT RS. 40/-
WITH HOMI IRANI (SUKHADWALLA)

AT
RUSTOM FARAMNA AGIARY

FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND PASSES PLEASE CONTACT
ZTFI OFFICE: 8652190527, 9967458459

Donation Appeal For
     Feed –A-Family 

Programme
    For a sum of 

Rs. 10,800/- 
 an entire family of 
four could be fed

for the 
entire  Year
Contact No:
9967458459,
8652190527,
8898961847

Vacancy at ZTFI  

Administrator
Preferably a

Young/ Energetic 
Candidate
Contact no

9821617762,8652190527

DAR

AGIARY


