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Rupiya Nu Che! 
Mangavillley !

Kem Cho?!
Ekdum
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THE PARSI TIMES FAMILY
The Navroz Weekend is here! And so is our promised 

Prize Money!!! Flip to Pg.24 and scan our winners to 

see if you getting some extra Peramni paisa! Dress well 

and pray hard for health, wealth, happiness 

and flourishing Parsi Times! 



Editorial
SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 2012

02
Dear Readers, 

This is really a New Year to celebrate. The Community is truly making headlines! Shirin Farhad Ki Toh 
Nikal Padi is out on hoardings everywhere. For those of you living in Mumbai, I am super excited as Parsi 
Times wishes the Community for the special weekend from atop some hoardings of our own!

Com members across the world are giving blood, service to the forces and karate chops with zest zeal 

keep bringing you everything relevant to these Parsi Times! We promise to keep making your weekends bright and more 
knowledgeable. Thank you for having faith in us!

Cheers and Navroz Mubarak!

Freyan

freyan@parsi-times.com

POINT TO NOTE: It’s the message, not the messenger you might be mad at! 
Please Note: The opinions expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of readers and contributors and do not necessarily express the opinion of our Publication. We reserve only the right to ‘edit for quality’ and the right to not publish letters intended for 

Dear Editor,
This is with reference to the 
article ’JUMJOJI’, in Parsi 
Times New Year Issue. Parsi 
Times forgot to mention the 
full address of JUMJOJI. Will 
you kindly mention it in your 
next issue so those who wish 
can go there, especially with 
Navroz celebrations just after 
two days. Wish You & Family 
Sal Mubarak.
From,
Tehmas R. Karbhari.

 
Dear Editor,
On this auspicious New 
Year’s Day may the Almighty 

shower His Choicest blessings 
on you and your wonderful 
team.  May you continue 
to serve our Community 
with your trademark zeal, 
transparency and affection.  
Ameen!
Regards,
Khushru Panthaky.

Dear Editor,
Wanna celebrate Navroz 
true Zarathoshty way? 
Conservatives will wear 
all white and visit the Fire 
Temple. Others will don their 
New Year’s clothes and go to 
the Fire Temple in full regalia. 
Soon thereafter bawajis will 
run to Parsi food shops to 

mutton pulav and chicken 
farchas. Of course, the caterers 
will be laughing all the way to 
the bank. (Do they put their 
money there?) Is this the way 
to celebrate Navroz for a true 
Zarathoshty?
If you hear there is some 
tension in the city or rioting 

has started it will scare the 
daylights out of you. If you 
hear that one million people 
were killed in a war you will 
feel very bad about it.
As you are aware, every 
hour a million animals are 
butchered only to satisfy 
the oral instincts of non-
vegetarians. And this number 
is true for any big continent 
alone. All over the world, the 
number may be much bigger.
The Hormazd Roj of Farvardin 
Mah is the day when Dadar 
Ahura Mazda created this 
Holy Earth for the destruction 
of evil. And what are we 
doing on such an important 
day? Spreading more evil!

death is the work of evil. Then 
why are we killing animals? 
Are we servants of Ahriman?
We worship Fire for its purity. 
The outer light of Khorshed 
Yazad and Meher Yazad and 
Adar Yazad has to awaken 
the light within, the divine 
light hidden in your intellect 
your Baodhangha. If there is 
no inner light, there is no use 

of outer light either. We fail 
as Zarathoshtys. There is no 
connect between the physical 
act of worship and its divine 
essence. The greatest emissary 
of Ahura Mazda is Bahman 
presiding over innocent cattle 
creation. That’s why he stands 
next to Ahura Mazda. That’s 
why Prophet Zarathushtra 
pays homage to him umpteen 
times in the Gathas.
We have been ritualists for 
quite some time. Now let’s 
be true spiritualists. Don’t 
let anyone fool you into 
believing that Vegetarianism 
is un-Zoroastrian. How can 
it be? Don’t let your mind 
fool you into believing 
that Vegetarianism is un-
Zoroastrian.
If this practice is a part of 
Humanism, it is also a part 
of Zoroastrianism. It makes 
any ordinary mortal a noble 
being, a person of God. This 
Hormazd Roj when you pray 
to Asha (Fire) do think of 
Bahman and ask yourself if it 
is really correct to thrust into 
our systems what our religion 

calls “nasa” (decaying matter).
The reference here is of course 
to the chunks of mutton and 
chicken that delight deluded 
people. Are we really enjoying 
meat? NO! If you believe meat 
is very tasty, check out the 
odour and taste of meat that’s 
just been steamed out in a 
pressure cooker. Mostly you 
will be extremely offended 
with the odour. It’s the spices 

JUMJOJI
Shop No. 4, Ankleshwar 

Bldg., ONGC Colony
Near Lilavati Hospital, 
Bandra Reclamation, 

Bandra (West) 
Timing: Daily, 
12.00 - 3.30 pm 

& 7.00 - 11.30 pm
Contact: 2651 6156

NOTICE
Ervad Dr. Ramiyar Parvez 
Karanjia, much awaited 
Second Book in the Children’s 
Book Series will be released at 
a special function organized 
on Khordad Sal (Thursday 
23rd August, 2012) at 6.30 
p.m. at M. J. Wadia Agiary 
Hall at Lalbaug.
A Jashan Ceremony will also 
be held on this auspicious 
day at 5.30 p.m. at the same 
venue.

Contd. on Pg. No. 5
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Major Neville 
Rabadi CD, 
will retire after 

31 years of loyal and 
dedicated services to both 
the EME branch and the 
Canadian Forces.

Major Rabadi, was 
born in the city of Nagpur, 
India. He immigrated to 

Canada with his parents as a toddler and has 
called Guelph, Ontario, his home town. He 
joined the Canadian Forces in 1981 and earned a 
Bachelor of Engineering degree (Engineering & 
Management) from the Royal Military College 
of Canada.

As a junior Electrical and Mechanical 

several appointments at EME Workshops in 
Trenton, Kingston, and Gagetown. He also 
held several posts within training organizations 

Company within the Canadian Forces School 
of Electrical and Mechanical Engineering. 
Major Rabadi gained some experience 
working with the Reserve Force when he was 

for 15 Service Battalion (Edmonton). He also 
was employed within 1 Canadian Division 

Headquarters during Ex RENDEZVOUS ’92. 
He later moved to Chilliwack, BC where he 
advanced to become the School Adjutant for 

While in Chilliwack, Major Rabadi was also 

Combat Engineer Regiment. Furthermore, he 
was privileged to command a squadron at the 
Royal Military College of Canada for several 
years. A career highlight was his year long tour 
of duty within the Logistics Battalion, United 
Nations Disengagement Observer Force, in 
the Golan Heights. Major Rabadi hosted PM 
Mr. John Cretien to a lunch while on duty at  
Golan Heights. 

Major Rabadi was promoted to his current 
rank in 2003 while serving with the Joint Support 
Group Headquarters in Kingston. During that 
time he led several deployments to Kathmandu, 
Nepal (in the midst of a Maoist uprising) in 
order to deliver pre-deployment training to 
contractor employees prior to their departure to 
work in Afghanistan. Major Rabadi commanded 
the Sea Port of Embarkation in Croatia as part 
of the last rotation of Op PALLADIUM (Bosnia-
Herzegovina), where his team prepared 
and loaded two Roll-On-Roll-Off ships with 
helicopters, vehicles and sea containers.

Contd. on Pg. 14

June 14th was a World Blood 
Donor Day. On June 14, 

countries all over the world 
celebrated World Blood Donor 
Day with different events to 
raise awareness of the need 
for safe blood products like 
platelets, plasma, red cells and 
blood to thank blood donors for 
saving lives.

The theme of the 2012 World 
Blood Donor Day campaign was,

 “Every blood donor is a 
hero” focusing on the idea that 
every one of us can become a 
hero by giving blood. While 

recognizing the silent and unsung heroes like our 
own Zarrir Bhandara who has donated blood 
and blood products over 150 times through 
American Red Cross alone, saved more 
than 450 lives (each time you donate you 
can save 3 lives). He was honored with a 
plaque from American Red Cross on June 
6th, 2012.

Zarrir Bhandara a vegetarian and a real life 
hero believes in saving lives without any strings attached 
and doing good for the sake of good. He experiences inexplicable 
joy by saving lives.

Wish there were more people like him!

Shihan Pervez B. Mistry, the 
pioneer of karate in India, has 
accomplished a landmark level of 

achievement by successfully passing 
his Hachi-Dan, the 8th  degree black 
belt, from Shihan Morio Higaonna, the 
Head of the International Okinawan 
Goju Ryu Karate-do Federation 
(IOGKF) in Okinawa, Japan.  Under 
the strict IOGKF rules, one may only 
be invited to appear for grades above 
Roku-Dan, 6th degree black belt, and 
this coveted invitation was accorded 
to Shihan Mistry in July, 2012.  Shihan 
Mistry has also written a book on 

famous breathing kata of Okinawan 

Shihan Mistry was invited to teach at 
the Sixth Budosai Seminar in Okinawa, 
which is held once every four years.  
Based on his intense research and the 

rigorous two-hour grading, Shihan 
Mistry was awarded the Hachi-Dan, 
the highest dan grading held by an 
Indian.

He was interested in judo at the age 
of 13 and even secured a black belt in 
it. In 1967, he secured a scholarship 
to Japan for further training in the 
martial arts. There he was initiated into 
the Goju-Ryu style of karate. Shihan 
Mistry’s exceptional skill prompted 
Sensei Suzuki to give him the green 
signal to start a Seibukan branch in 
India. The Academy of Martial Arts, 
Seibukan Karate India was started 
in 1968. In 1973, AMA sent its team 

following years Shihan Pervez Mistry 
trained a huge number of national 
and international karatekas like Sunil 
Shetty and John Abraham. Shihan 

Pervez Mistry continues to train the 
ITBP, CRPF and other defence and 
paramilitary organisations. He is also 
a WUKO (World Union of Karatedo 

and Judge.

instructor. His extraordinary 
knowledge of traditional Goju-
Ryu and modern rehabilitation 

given his students a quantum 
jump in their development and 
understanding of the martial arts.

Inspite of being a master at karate, 
Shihan Mistry is a simple, humble and 
gentle natured human being, who 
is keenly interested in Judo, Aikido, 
Scuba-Diving, and acupressure 
techniques. He also has a great depth 
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Tucked away 
in the heart 
of Colaba 

causeway, Cafe 
Churchill has been 
one of the most 
popular eateries the 
city has to offer. This 
prominent cafe has 
been around for 23 
years and is now 
synonymous with 
good food and value 
for money dining. 
One would imagine 
this bite sized cafe 
would barely manage 
to cater a simple 

menu but you’ll be surprised at the 
amount of items it churns out.  Year 
after year tourists, college students 
and even families throng this 
tiny cafe and relish everything it 
has to offer. Despite having just 
about six tables, you will almost 

outside during the lunch and 
dinner hour. 
With its walls brightly displaying 
its vast menu and its dessert 
refrigerator stocked and tempting you, 
your taste buds can’t help but dance in 
anticipation. A less known fact is that 
this small eatery boasts of being one 

serve Italian cuisine. Cafe Churchill 
is now known for their simple yet 
excellent continental food and their 
delicious pastas.
Everyone has their own favourites 
but mine will always be the exquisite 
bacon and mushroom soup. The mark 
of a good dish is when it converts a 
non soup lover into ordering this soup 
every time, and it has done just that. 

soup with generous bits of chopped 
bacon and mushroom is an old one 
and actually no longer printed in their 
menu but if you ask for it they happily 
oblige.
Another favourite is the chicken 

sausage pieces tossed around in a red 
peppery sauce that is spicy enough 
without being over powering. It’s the 

perfect dish to nibble on or order right 
before your mains.
It’s hard to talk about favourite dishes 
and not talk about desserts. Cafe 
Churchill has a reputation of serving 
some of the best desserts in the city. 
Their Kaluha Mousse cake, Blueberry 
Cheesecake, Espresso Praline and the 
Gooey Chocolate cake are all famous 
with patrons through the years. 
However, my favourite is their beautiful 
Banoffe pie. With a slurp worthy layer 
of whipped cream this banana and 

for and ordered at every 
visit to 

the cafe.
Mr. Pervez and Mrs. Dolly Mistry 
have been running the show at Cafe 
Churchill for the last 23 years. Apart 
from their proud cafe they have even 
started a catering service, which not 
only caters continental and Italian that 
Churchill is famous for but also Indian 
and Parsi Cuisine.  I wasn’t aware of 

cracker sauce or their chicken lasagne 
at my party sounds delightful!
As the new generation discovers Cafe 
Churchill the old timers (like myself) 
keep coming back for more. Once it’s 
charmed you with its food and cosy 
diner like ambience you’ve fallen in 
love, it’s very hard not to come and 
dine again.

Roxanne Bamboat is a pint 
sized girl who enjoys reading 
movies travel and is obsessed 
with food. She expresses her 
love for all things edible in her 
food blog http://the-tinytaster.
blogspot.in / A freelancer in her 
profession she’s able to spend 
most of her time sampling 
the city’s food offereings and 
reviews them as well as shares 
a few of her favourite recipes. 
More often known as The Tiny 
Taster, she’s decided to take the 

world by storm - one plate at a time.

Cafe Churchill
103-8, East West Court Building,

Opp. Cusrow Baug,
Sahid Bhagat Singh Road,

Colaba, Mumbai.
Open from 11 a.m. till 12.30 p.m.

Review

visit to 

g

I had recently written 
about Deolali, its beauty 
and the beautiful hearts 

of the Deolali’s Parsis, whom 
I met at one of the Gambhar 
functions held there. 
However there is one more 
thing which compliments 
this and is a must for people 
who plan to visit Deolali 
and its beautiful Agiary, the 
Neterwalla Rest House. 
The place has special warmth 
of its own in everything: the 
location, the tidy rooms, their 
decent décor, the clean kitchen 
and the tasty Parsi delicacies 

served there. Above all, the 
friendly helpful nature of the 
manager who ably manages 
the place with a broad smile 
and the Catering is managed 
by a sweet, kind lady, Mrs. 
Rati. R. Vandrewalla. 
The Neterwalla Rest House 
has been run by a Deolali 
Parsis family. Late Mr. Bomi 
Maneckji Neterwalla, the son 
of Maneckji and Shirinbai 
Neterwalla began the 
institution and it is currently 
being run by Mr. Feroz 
Dhanjishaw Neterwalla, the 
son of Dhanjishaw Maneckji 

Neterwalla. 
The Rest House was 
renovated just last year with 
the addition of new AC rooms 
and a spruce up of the other 
rooms as well. You cannot 
miss the special wooden easy 
chairs that compliment the 
furniture and add a Parsi 
touch to each room. 
In a brief chat with Mrs. 
Shanaz Godrej, Manager 
of the Rest House; she 
mentioned that after the 
renovations of the Rest 
House they are now capable 
of handling more family 
crowds, who can come 
down to Deolali to celebrate 
a Navjote or Lagan of their 
beloved ones specially with 
the capacity of the dining hall 
at a cool 200 and the open 
premises around the Agiary 
structure. 
A trip to Deolali is not 
complete without a stop at 
the Agiary and a visit to the 
Neterwalla Rest House!

Staying in an Agiary Compound can be a gratifying experience for the devout Parsi. Khushroo 
P. Mehta discovers and gives a thumbs up to the Neterwalla Rest House in Deolali where Prayer 
and Paying Guest Accomodations can be equally satisfying within the Agairy compound wall. 

d at every 
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We are always 
looking for a reason 
to celebrate, and 

we do get plenty of reasons in 
India with it’s host of many 
festivals. And here is the 
problem. We need reasons to 
celebrate. We need reasons to 
be happy. As soon as Navroz 
or any other “reason” is 

done, we are back to the 
humdrum mundane, waiting 
for the next festival, the next 
“reason”. So our happiness 
is always a discrete function, 
not a continuous one (pardon 
the mathematics). 
Our attitude is if it’s Navroz, 
then we will celebrate. If we 
get superb Dhansakh, then 
we will be happy. If we have 
tons of money, then we will 
be joyful... and so on.
Some “xyz” needs to happen 
(or not happen) for us to be 
happy. This means that our 
happiness, our ability to 
celebrate is forever linked 
to the environment, events, 
objects and/or the people 
around us. 
But here is the crux, It is OUR 
decision to be happy if”xyz” 
happens! So can we not 
decide to be happy regardless 
of what is happening in our 

life?
Instead of waiting for stuff 
to happen, doing things, 
etc to be happy, why not 
turn it on it’s head and do 
things because we are happy. 
Instead of making life a 
pursuit of happiness, why 
not make Life an expression 
of Happiness. Instead of 
waiting for that one special 
day to celebrate Navroz, 
how about making each 
day a Navroz? Each day a 
celebration! 
Meditating and Spirituality 
has made each day special for 
me. It can be for you as well.
Who better than the peace 
loving, fun loving parsi 
Community to implement 
this and show to the rest of 
the world how to live!
Navroz Mubarak to 
everyone!
Khurshed Batliwala 

Khurshed 
Batliwala is the 

man behind the YES + 
Art of Living Programme 
which speaks to youth 
across the world through 

med i tat ion.

NOTICE
F R O H A R   F I L M S’  presents  Tele –Serial 

HUMATA   HUKHTA   HVARSHTA  ‘Suvichar Suvachan Sukarma’
on  ‘DD-11 Girnar  - (Ahmedabad- Doordarshan) on Sunday  – 19th Aug.  2012 (12.30  Noon). 
Padmashree Dr. Rustom Soonawalla (well known Gynaecologist) is 
interviewed by Mrs. Mithoo Jesia. And Ervad Parvez Mithaiwalla talks 

about Asho Zarathushtra -The Messenger of  Dadar Ahura Mazda.
Designed and Directed by Ervad Dr. Cyrus Dastoor.

that do the trick.
This writer has been 
meditating upon this issue 
for a very long time and has 
become a pure vegetarian. 
Before the shift, he seemed 
to be an incurable carnivore. 
But what motivated him to 
write this down for the New 
Year is having to drive a 
little distance next to a truck 
carrying half dead hens to be 
killed fully. Some decks were 
empty. The whole vehicle was 

politely. The whole thing was 
stinking. People in all vehicles 
around had covered their 
noses with their kerchifs. We 
were grasping for breath. It 
made me think what utter rot 
we push into our bellies.
The darkness must be 
overcome by light. We cannot 

waste a whole life with self-
deception. This insanity of 

innocent tame herbivorous 
animals every single day 
of the year and spending a 
whole life like that is a shame! 
This craze, obsession must 
end. The sooner the better! Or 
how will you cross important 
landmarks as a Zoroastrian? 
How will you grow from 
strength to strength? Please 
think about it!
Your friend,
Adil Rangoonwalla

Dear Editor, 
In continuation of my earlier 
article in Parsi Times of 
03/03/2012 — the BPP, who 
had issued three ridiculous 
eviction notices had still failed 

to react to my two reply letters 
castigating them for all the lies 
and threats contained therein! 
These notices were evidently 
initiated by Apro irresponsible 
litigant Dinshaw Mehta at 
the behest of my scheming 
neighbour Kuaro Mistry of 
Flat E/3 and pursued by a 
shyster Kersasp P. Bhot — 
none/all of them are yet able 
to substantiate allegations 
made earlier. To close my 

wrote to BPP’s CEO Mehli 
Kolah on 30/05/2012 to 
either have the moral courage 
to apologize for this goof-
up or substantiate any/
all allegations and proceed 
legally as threatened earlier 
or face defamation charges 
which I still contemplate, 

Contd. from Pg. No. 2
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Central Bank of India, celebrated its 
131st Birth Anniversary of its founder 
Sir Sorabji Pochkhanawala in Mumbai 

Director.  On this occasion two new products 

Deposit scheme, for retail investors were 
launched. On the successful completion 

medicines deposit box” was launched to 
channelise such contribution to the poor and 

utility items to the patients in J J Hospital.
In a memorable function at Y. B. 

Chavan, Auditorium, Shri M. Damodaran, 
Former Chairman of SEBI delivered 3rd 

Sector Banks and The Indian Economy” to 
a packed audience. Shri Damodaran also 
dedicated 51 Brick & Morter branches and 
1131 Ultra Small branches of the Bank to the 
nation. These branches were opened on the 
founder’s birthday across the country.  Shri M. 

Pochkhanawala), Shri V. Liladhar, 

the Bank were also present on the 
occasion. 

Shri M. Damodaran, Former 

Indian Economy” to the audience. To 
his left Shri M. V. Tanksale, Chairman 

of India is seen in the picture.

not restricted to the four walls of its 

they transcend far into the realms of 
commerce and industry and every 
other branch of economic activity. 

obvious and undeniable.”
Sir  Sorabji Pochkhanawala  

the London Chamber of Commerce. He became the 

of Bankers, London.

old when he started the Central Bank. With industry, 

Sir Sorabji had built up the Central Bank of India, 

founder of Central Bank of India that it could complete 

Central Bank of India has crossed the total business 

Sir Sorabji passed away in July 1937 after a painful 
illness.

Sir Sorabji Pochkhanawala was called the father of 

 

perhaps “Gone for lunch. Try 
after next BPP Election!!” This 
is in spite of the fact that all my 

that photo copies of this letter 
to be circulated to all Trustees 
of both the Trusts for their 
information and necessary 
action.” 
Whilst it is now evident that 
D. Mehta is ashamed to accept 
his fauxpas, it is even more 

Trustees (read puppets) have 

Accountability! A similar 
conspired instance of deceit, 
favoritism, tenant-Trustee 

payment for a leaky roof 
already repaired and that they 

! The 
unwary tenants who knew 

they received the said letter 
wanted to know why they 

and a prior intimation so 

like to verify the existance of 

roof from inside. 
It is rather silly to pay for 

Mistry was unable to reply the 

of all tenants in the presence 
of Trustee/s particularly 
the one/s that parted with 
the Trust Funds without 

prior intimation and they had 

scam 
- rests unsolved. 
Finally, inspite of the BPP’s 
moral turpitude we are 
proud to state that we deeply 
and sincerely revere and 
bless all our visionary and 
philanthropic Forefathers for 

particularly the Wadia family 
this Little Piece 

Of Heaven that is Cusrow 
Baug.
Navroze Mubark to all the 
Bawas & Bawis.
P. D. Paul, 

Dear Editor, 
A Community Ethics 

Aneran Mah Asfandarmad 

A Jashan ceremony was 

located exactly behind the 

is the Jashan was performed 
by approximately 9 to 11 
(Behdin Pasbans) this Jashan 
was done in the presence of 

Wadia who is a prominent 

Also the Trustee Mr. 

This Jashan was performed in 
secrecy in the absence of the 
Panthaky that is myself or any 

Panthaky was not informed 



The Doctor Is In
SATURDAY,  AUGUST 18, 2012

07

PT: A GOD FEARING 
MAN THAT YOU ARE, 
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF 
WHEN PEOPLE COMPARE 
DOCTORS TO GOD..? AND 
ELABORATE ON THE 
PHRASE ‘PLAYING GOD’.
HOW DO DOCTORS DEAL 
WITH THE INFACTUATION 
AND WORSHIP AND 
HOW SHOULD THEY NOT 
MISUSE IT..?
Dr. Marzi: This is a very 
sensitive question and it 

Dear Parsi Times Readers, the clinic is now open! Dr. Marzi G. Mehta takes us through the signs and 
symptoms of a disease that claims lives physically and emotionally. In this easy to read and cut out 
format browse through the good doctor’s observations and take to heart the adage ‘Prevention is 
better than Cure’.

Dr. Marzi G Mehta is a DNB 
[DIPLOMATE OF NATIONAL 
BOARD] in Surgical Oncology 
(Cancer Surgery). He is 
currently pursuing a two 
year fellowship programme 
in Super specialization in 
Thoracic Surgical Oncology 
at the Tata Memorial 
Hospital, Parel, Mumbai.
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An ancient civilization 
steeped in rich history, 
mysterious legends 

and architectural brilliance 
unlike any other in the world 
- Egypt. Parsi Times gives 
you a brief insight of the 
visit-worthy places of this 
fascinating African country.
Cairo: Crowded, dusty and 
teeming with vehicles, Cairo, 
the capital of Egypt is warm 

logged junctions veer into 
shady green avenues that 
give respite from the on-going 

on the pulse of this bustling 
metropolis and you will 
chance upon serene sights and 

a day.
Take a dinner cruise 

on the river Nile, with a 
traditional belly dance show 
for entertainment and walk 
the upper decks of the boat 
to enjoy the black waters 

of the many hotels dotting 
its bank. Like we say, “Paisa 
Vasool!”. The Museum 
of Egyptian Antiquities 
located on the much famed 
Tahrir Square bursts at 

the seams with ancient 
Egyptian artefacts. Every 
nook and cranny here tells 
of interesting facts. Wander 
the labyrinth of hallways to 
discover the treasures of King 
Tutankhamen’s tomb and 

Egyptian pharaohs, among 
other intriguing antiques.

A visit to the Pyramids 
is anyone’s mainstay of 
holidaying in Egypt in the 

the brown, stoned pyramid 
looming large over your head 
leaves you nothing short of 
awestruck. After a patient 

drive to the Pyramid Complex, 
you can opt for a bumpy camel 
ride around the site and also 
visit the interior of some of 
these extraordinary structures. 
Besides the Pyramids and the 
tombs, this vast complex is 
home to one of the world’s 
largest and oldest statues 
carved out of a single rock, 
the Sphinx. Bearing the body 
of a lion and head of a human, 
this mammoth creation posing 
against the backdrop of the 
great pyramids in the distance 
is a sight that one cannot 
tear away from easily. The 
laser sound and light show 
after sundown will tell you 
the story of the lives of the 
Pharoahs and their Gods.

present day Cairo, roam the 
Khan-El-Khalili bazaar. This 

marketplace is a burst of 
colours, where you can test 
your bargaining skills as you 
grab mosaic lampshades, 
egyptian cotton, miniatures 
of Egyptian antiquities and 
papyrus paintings. Savour 
local al-fresco dining in one 
of the myriad open cafes 
(Fishawi being a tourist 
favourite), sipping on 
Egyptian Shai (black mint tea), 

as henna artists and vendors 
of paraphernalia attempt to 
convince you of their wares. 
Do sample the Koshari, a 
hearty meal of rice and lentils 
while you’re there. Sorry 
bawajis, no ‘bottas’ in this 
one, but worth a try. For the 
more carnivorous amongst us, 
there are varieties of succulent 
kebabs to choose from, or 
the local sea bass, fried with 
lemon and herbs. You won’t 
miss your patra ni machhi all 
that much.
Alexandria: A short train 
or bus ride away from 
Cairo is Alexandria, a large 
city that exudes a distinct 
mediterranean old-world 
charm. A donkey once 
disappeared into the ground, 
which led to the discovery of 

the catacombs of Kom ash-
Shuqqafa. This interesting 
site is the largest known 
Roman burial site in Egypt 
and displays intelligent 
engineering in its three tiers of 
tombs 35 metres below ground. 
This intricate structure was 
used by the ancients to mourn 
the loss and celebrate the life 
of their ancestors.

A short walk away is 
where the Temple of 
Serapheum once stood. An 
attack by the Christians 
reduced the temple and 
its library to rubble, only 
leaving behind the Pompei 

Pillar, some sphinxes and a 
Nilometer here. Not far away 
is the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, 
a modern building that 
serves as a centre for culture 
and learning for Alexandria. 
Museum buffs can visit the 
Alexandria National Museum 
and foodies can trudge to Abu 
Ashraf, where the freshest 
catch from the sea can be 
chosen and cooked to order. 
Gorge on sea bass, grey 
mullet and jumbo prawns... 
every Parsi gourmet fantasy 

Sharm El Shaikh: If the 
pharoahs and their works 
have given the bheju enough 
to ponder over, Sharm El 
Shaikh is the place to be. 
Perched prettily on the 
southern Sinai peninsula, an 

seaside hotspot is where you 
get to comb the beaches and 

shake a leg or two. Touted 
to be the best place in the 
region for scuba diving, 
snorkelling, parasailing and 

sea sport enthusiasts more 
punch for their Paisa. If too 
much action on the waves is 
not your cup of tea, ride on a 
glass bottomed boat to see the 

Stroll palm lined Na’ama Bay 
for souvenirs by evening and 
embark on a desert safari for 
the night. Not to be missed is 
the spectacular Alf Leila Wa 
Leila (The Thousand and One 
Arabian Nights) show, which 
includes a Moroccan style 
dinner. Time permitting, visit 
one of the few nature parks of 
the region. 
Luxor and Aswan: If time 
and money are on your side, 
board an overnight train 
from Cairo to Aswan and 
embark on a luxury cruise 
further on to Luxor. A typical 
3 day cruise will begin at 
Aswan where you can see the 
renowned Aswan dam, the 

Temple of Philae. Sailing on 
to the ancient temples of Kom 
Ombo, Edfu and Edna, the 
cruise culminates at Luxor, for 
you to visit the Valleys of the 
Kings and Queens, the Temple 
of Queen Hatshepsut and the 
Temples of Karnak and Luxor 
as well.

Generally speaking, the 
best time to holiday in Egypt 
is in the winter months; 
December to February. So, 
don’t shy away from the travel 

away to witness the unique 
sights and scenes of Egypt, the 
gift of the Nile. You are bound 
to return with memories to 
last you a lifetime.

Behnaz Mistry Sanjana 
is passionate about 
unearthing the secrets of 
cities around the world, 
along with their unique 
gastronomic delight.
Too bashful to call herself 
a travel writer, she loves 
the written word and all 
things Parsi. She believes 
that to travel is the best 
way to broaden the mind 
and enrich the spirit.

DESTINATION DIARIES
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On 1st October 312 BC, 
Seleucus, also known 
as Seleucus Nicator 

(the victor), entered Babylon 
once again to reclaim his old 
satrapy.

The Babylonians 
welcomed him warmly. As 
the former satrap he had 
administered his satrapy well 
and had won the hearts of the 
people. This event led to the 
foundation of the Seleucid era.

The Seleucid dynasty 
actually began in 312 BC even 
though Seleucus was still the 
satrap of Babylon and became 
the king only in 305 BC.

Seleucus was born in or 
about 356 BC in a Macedonian 
family. He was well-built and

courageous. He was a 
friend of Alexander who 
valued his friendship greatly. 
He rose to become one of 
his most trusted generals. 
Alexander awarded him 
with the hand of the Apama, 
the daughter of Persian 
Spintamenes. This infusion 
of blood makes the Seleucid 

dynasty of not just the Greek 
Macedonian bloodline but of 
the Persian bloodline too. It is 
not surprising that as a result 
many Persian were appointed 
as satraps. Medes and Persians 
were employed and trusted as 
soldiers too.

In 3301 BC, the combined 
army of Seleucus and 
Lysimachus defeated the 
forces of Antigonus at the 
battle of Ipsus in Phrygia. 
Antigonus was slain. The spoils 
were divided. Lysimachus 
received the north-western 
Asia Minor, Hellespontine 
Phrygia, Lydia and Ionia. 
Seleucus got Syria and greater 
Phrygia.  Their dominions 
were separated by Armenia, 
Pontus and Cappadocia. 
The Syrian monarchy, which 
was established by Seleucus 
in 312 BC now extended 
over a great portion of Asia 
Minor, including a great 
part of Syria. It reached out 
from Mediterranean and 
river Euphrates right up to 
the banks of the Oxus and 
Indus.  Seleucus crossed 
Indus but in vain.  He was 
not able to emerge victorious 
against the powerful Mauryan 
emperor Chandragupta 
Maurya. Seleucus was forced 
to retreat by surrendering 

to Chandragupta the Kabul 
valley and the lands west of 
Indus which Alexander of 
Macedonia had carved out 
of India. Later he formed an 
alliance with the Indian king 
who went on to become an 
emperor ruling right from the 
Hindu-Kush to the Narbada 
and from the Arabian Sea to 
the Bay of Bengal. In return 
he got 500 war elephants and 
considerable treasure.

(It is interesting to 
note that there existed a 
connection of the Parsis 
with Chandragupta and the 
house of Chandragupta. It 
is said that the grandson of 
Chandragupta, the famous 
emperor Asoka had appointed 
a Persian by the name of 
Tushaspa to be his viceroy 
in Kathiawar with a title by 
which only the members of the 
royal family were honoured, 
the title of a Raja. I cannot 
resist going on in the similar 
vein. Eminent scholars like Sir 
John Marshall and Dr. D. B. 
Spoooner have advanced the 
theory that Chandragupta and 
Asoka were if Iranian descent. 
The Oriental scholars, Akiraj 
Umakant and Sir J. J. Modi 
agree with this hypothesis but 
many other scholars disagree 
too.)

Seleucus founded seventy-

on the Tigris. This city became 
his capital seat of power 
but, later it was shifted to 
Antioch. He reorganized 
empire. His domain was 
made up of twelve large 

to administer. He broke them 
up into seventy-two smaller, 
but manageable districts. Yet 
his empire was spread over a 
vast area, so he handed over 
the administration of several 
satrapies to Antiochus, his 
son by Apama. Now he had 

his aspiration to reunite 
Macedonia with Asia. He was 
heading towards Macedonia 
when he was stabbed by 
Ptolemy Keraunos whom he 
had brought along with him 
as a part of his retinue.

Thus ended the life and 

Alexander’s generals and the 
greatest of the Diadochi.

Seleucus’ son Antiochus 
came to throne upon his 
death in 281 BC. Being son by 
Apama he was half Persian.  
He was known as Antiochus 
Soter (Saviour). He was an 
enlightened man and a good 
ruler but his entire reign was 
spent struggling to keep the 

Seleucid Empire intact.
In 276 BC the Gauls crossed 

over from Europe and invaded 
Asia Minor. They occupied 
the district which they named 
Galatia. Antiochus won over 
these hoards. It is because of 
this victory over the Gauls that 
is said to have earned him the 
cognomen Soter – the Saviour.

In about 262 BC Antiochus 
led an armed force to break the 
growing power of Pergamon, 
(or Pergamum) a Greek city 
in Turkey. He suffered defeat 
and soon afterward he died.

Soter was followed by his 
son Antiochus II (262 to 246 
BC). He allowed his kingdom 
to be ruled by his wives and 
his favourite men. He was a 
man of depraved habits; vain 
and a drunkard. His vanity 
allowed him to accept the 
title of Theos (God), conferred 
upon him by the city of 
Miletus. During the reign 
of Antiochus the Seleucid 
dynasty started crumbling. 
Sogdiana threw off the yoke 
of Seleucid domination; so 
also Margiana. Diodotus 
the Greek satrap of Bactria, 
proclaimed himself the 
king. This is in stark contrast 
to the earlier Parsi kings,  

Contd. on Pg. No. 14
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Rashid Bamanbehram 
is very well known 
today as the Bawaji 

with a camera. He rubs 
shoulders with most of 

the glitterati and is good 
friends with them too! He 

speaks to Parsi Times 
as he acknowledges 
his parents support 
and his humble 
beginnings. 

Rashid Bamanbehram was 
born in Mumbai in a family of 
7 siblings. Rashid recalls how 
his mother had accompanied 
him to the market to buy his 

time this was also expensive. 
He started photography 
just as a hobby and later on 
realised that he loved what he 
did. He took it up as a career 

no looking back! 
He has been a freelance 

photographer with most major 
publications across Mumbai. 
He has taken photographs 
of several human instances. 

has witnessed and preserved 
it for posterity. So much 

bravery award thrice from 
different organisations and the 
Government of Maharashtra 
for rescuing human lives 
whilst on his photography 
assignments. 

He is known as the 
jolly photographer. He 
has managed to spread a 
smile on everybody’s faces. 
On being asked about his 
worst memory whilst doing 

there was this building called 

Wagadi House in Bhat Bazaar 
at Masjid Bunder. There was 

there. Everyone started 
getting suffocated and many 
children had already fainted. 
There was this one woman 
who saved 10 children from 
different families. But two 
of her children died in that 
building. That was my worst 

memory” 
He started photography 

with the good old black 
and white camera. But as 

has progressed to a digital 
and now an HD camera. He 
buys a completely new 
camera every two years. 
He feels that black and 
white photographs 
have a charm of their 
own. But when the 
colour technology 

f a s c i n a t e d 
many people. 

keep two 
cameras. One 
for actual use 
and another 
fully equipped 
one as a 
backup.” 

He has not 
had any formal 
training in 
photography. 

pictures by 
instinct and 
it comes 
naturally to 

cannot teach 

know because 

able to answer 
any technical 
questions that 
they will ask 
me.”
ON 
YOUNGSTERS 
AND PHOTO-
GRAPHY

T o d a y 
there are lots 
of classes 
that kids can 
take up to get 

trained as a photographer. 
And since there is so much 

children need to take up such  

“I FEEL HAPPY 
BECAUSE I HAVE 

DONE LEGENDARY 
PICTURES”

gital 
He 
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Car complete shampoo washing, 
engine wash and polish, 

Complete Interior Detailing, seat, carpet and 
roof top dry shampoo wash, 

interior polishing, pest control and to 
enhance the shine manual wax polishing

ORIGINAL PRICE RS1500/-

SPECIAL OFFER PRICE RS 599/-

Service available at 3 outlets Malad, Borivali and Thane
Door Step Service RS 100/- extra and other price chart is 

also enclosed Special 30% discount on other items.

SPECIAL OFFER!!!
GARWARE SUN FILM FOR ALL CARS,

all side windows and rear wind shield 
with 3 years warranty

ORIGINAL PRICE Rs2,999/- 

SPECIAL P.T. PRICE 999/-

 ORIGINAL PRICE RS 45,000/-   SPECIAL P.T. PRICE RS 32,000/-

 ORIGINAL PRICE RS 48,000/-   SPECIAL P.T. PRICE RS 34,500/- 

 ORIGINAL PRICE RS 75,000/-   SPECIAL P.T. PRICE RS 52,000/- 

THESE RATES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE OF TAXES
LABOUR AND EVEN ALL RTO CHARGES. 

AND RTO WORK WILL ALSO BE DONE FROM OUR END.
GET YOUR CAR SHAMPOO WASHED, ENGINE WASHED & POLISHED, 

DETAIL CLEANING, INTERIOR SHAMPOO WASH, INTERIOR POLISHED,  
VACUUM CLEANED, PEST CONTROL AND WAX POLISHED 

HINDUSTANI SONGS 
PROGRAMME

Old Hindustani Songs, Bhakti 
Geet of Kavi Pradeep and 
Ghazals of Salma Aaga, 
Jagjeet Singh, Ismail Aazad 
Kaval of India and Ghulam- Ali 
of Pakistan will be sung by Mr. 
Kavasji Engineer of Pune on 
Friday, 28th September, 2012 
at 5.30 p.m. at the Shehenshai 
and Kadmi Agiary, Padamji 
Hall, Synagogue Street,  
Pune-1. Free Entry.
For details contact: #022-
24186515, #020-26363639.

Listing An Approaching Event Is Free!
Submit information by post/delivery to 102, Vikas Building, 
11 Bank Street, Fort, Mumbai-1, E-mail: contribute@parsi-
times.com or Fax: 66330406. Include details of event, dates, 
timings, address, telephone number and entry fee. Deadline for 
information is Wednesday 12 p.m. of every week. Parsi Times is 
a weekly publication available on every Saturday, all over India. 
Listings are free but inclusion cannot be guaranteed due to 
limited space. For guarantee contact our advertising department 
on Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 66330405.

PARSI NEW YEAR AND 
KHORDAD SAAL 

BASZA (Borivali And 
Suburban Zoroastrian 
Association) is holding 
a Parsi New Year and 
Khordad Saal celebration 
at Rustomjee School on 
25th August, 2012 from 
7 p.m. onwards. Lots of 
music, games, prizes, 
events and food. Coupon 
for Rs.100/- for members 
and guests. To register call  
Banoo Mehta #9773306261.

to gain a competitive edge and to hone 
their skills. 
ON BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

“I like to classify every photo into 
a black or a white photo. Black photos 
depict riots, earthquakes, tsunamis and 
destruction. Whereas white photos are 
full of celebrations like marriages and 
navjotes. I pray every day to God so 
that there may be no destruction in the 
world.”  
PHOTOGRAPHY AS A PROFESSION 

“It is very seasonal in nature. But you 
live off the advances received for the next 
season.” Rashid Bamanbehram with the Governor of Maharashtra
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Dear Mamaiji, 
When I went to the Agiary in the evening and was praying fast, the Dasturji asked me why I 
was in a hurry. I told him that if I don’t pray fast it will be night soon and that our Holy Fire 
would fall asleep. But my Dasturji just laughed and said that Atash Padshah Sahib never falls 
asleep. Mamaiji, won’t He become tired then?

Dear Dikri, 

the son of Lord Ahura Mazda. Traditionally, our Dasturjis and forefathers have always kept 
the Atash Padshah Sahib burning through the night. This is believed to counter the evil forces 

tire out, as long as you have faith and some pieces of Sukhar with you. 

Dear MR. FIX-IT,

Every time I go out with my friends and 
sometimes even on family outing I love 

to dress up well and in trendy shorts and skirts and you 
know other cool stuff. But every time I step out of my house, 
my neighbour gives me disapproving looks as though I’m 
out to seduce the world! How do I tell her to mind her own 
business without sounding rude because she is 50+ years? 
Many of my friends also have this problem staying in the 
Baug! Help us all!?
- J.

Dear J,

Yes! More often than not, people write in to the Mr. Fix-it 
Column asking me how to deal with the neighbours! Simple 
advice: smile and be polite when needed and turn away 
and ignore when you know that all that she is going to do 
is be mean to you. You are entitled to dress how you want 
as long as you know how and where you are carrying the 
look off and of course with parental approval at your age! If 
your neighbour passes a comment simply smile…your look 
of maturity could scare even the ‘wise-est’ most ‘know-it-
all’ of them all! Do not let them deter you especially as this 
weekend you need to look your best for Navroz! 
For more advice on what to do with your neighbours check 
out the winners from our Sparkling Smile Contest on Pg 24!

For the girls who love 
to change their look 
and get something 

interesting everytime they 
visit the salon try purple in 
your hair.

If your sceptical about 
colouring your hair you could 
add some extensions to your 
hair. Extensions are available 

of real and synthetic hair. 
Adding that piece of 

colour in the hair just changes 
your look and adds the 
element of fun in your hair. 

Choosing the right shade 
of purple could bring out 
your personality. For example 
people who like vibrant 
colours could choose a bright 

purple and 
p e o p l e 
who are 
more quiet 
by nature 
could use 
a lavender 
c o l o u r . 

Both are always noticeable 
when you walk into a room 
of people but with bright 
purple you’ll be the Center of 
attraction and with lavender 
you’ll be noticed and blend in 
the crowd. Adding colour to 
your hair is a must to enhance 
your curls, complection, eyes, 
add volume, remove volume. 
It’s how you choose your 
colour. Going to the right 

give you what your 
looking for. 

Purple, pinks, 
reds and blues are 
the new you!! Try it 
and love it!! 

Fun facts about Tea 
 Tea was accidentally invented in 2737 BC when Chinese Emperor Shen Nung 
spotted some tea leaves blowing into a pot of boiling water.

 China continues to recognize and exports six categories of tea, green, white, 
oolong, yellow, red and Puer.

 New York tea importer Thomas Sullivan substituted expensive tin box 
packaging with gauze wrapped lightly around it. Instead of removing the 
gauze his customers plopped it directly into boiling water. Inadvertently, 
Sullivan created the tea bag!

 Tibetans drink tea made of salt and rancid yak butter!
 An average of three billion cups of tea are consumed daily worldwide.

Ingredients:
2 teaspoons fennel seeds
1 teaspoon cumin seeds
2 cloves garlic
6 red chilies
6 peppercorns
1 tablespoon vinegar
2 tablespoons butter
Salt to taste 
1½ kgs. whole chicken
Sauce:
Juice of the roasted chicken
½ tablespoon soya sauce
1 tablespoon oyster sauce
1 tablespoon brown sugar
1 tablespoon sweet chili 
sauce

Directions:
Combine all the sauce 
ingredients. Cook over a low 

Add butter, vinegar and salt. 
Marinate the chicken with 
the ground paste, rubbing 
it inside the cavities. Leave 
covered for 4-6 hours or 
overnight. Roast the chicken 
in an uncovered dish till 
golden brown.  Joint it and 
place the pieces in a large 
serving dish. Pour the 
prepared sauce over it. Heat 
through. Serve with sautéed 
vegetables.

Spicy Roast Chicken

Purveen Dubash is a 
chef with many knives 
in her pretty home 

kitchen cabinet. From 
TV anchor to educator to 
author she is armed with 
culinary skills to put your 
tummy into a hypnotic 
state. We are proud to 
present to you her recipes 
which have the unique 
distinction of being not 
only simple to follow 
but yummy to taste!
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What you are about to read is 
not your regular “feel good” 
weekend read. However, 

reader discretion or discrimination is 
NOT advised. Some parts of this write 
up may make you squirm or disturb 
your equanimity. Please continue 
reading all the same!  This can happen 
to any one of us, socio-economic 
status notwithstanding. Maybe your 
very own “Apro Hoshi, Homi, Dali, 
Benaifer, Armaity, Firoz or Firoza” is 
already into drug abuse, or is at present 

It is like setting out on a long drive 
on a bright and sunny day. The wind 
blowing through your hair and on 
your face as you pass the countryside. 
Little village kids waving at you as 
you wiz past them in your gleaming 
set of wheels.

Suddenly your car’s steering 
wheel develops a mind of its own. 
The accelerator gets stuck to the 

passing trucks, your car drives itself 
straight into a wall. Then it reverses, 
engine screaming and runs over 
three pedestrians, you are helpless 
as it races onto a mountain road. 

as your car plunges over the cliff.

Stallone, Sylvester Stallone’s only son, 

The Times of India issue dated 28th 
July reported “7 year olds in UK taking 
Ecstacy and Cannabis”, a shocker, even 
by western standards. Their survey 
highlighted that the age of onset was 
most commonly 18...and upto 57. 18 
years is, most likely the  Indian average 
age too.

Drug addiction or substance abuse 
is the worst form of SELF-ABUSE ever 
discovered.

Peer pressure, not surprisingly, is 
one of the major causes for occurrence. 
The need to be accepted by your 
friends, who you presume are “casual 
smokers”. Or that they smoke only 
“at parties”. You want to enjoy the 
same COOL factor as you erroneously 
attribute to them. You are aware it is the 
wrong thing to do, but that is  
why you want to do it!! You can stop 
any time you wish, right? WRONG!!! 
Studies by the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances Act, claims 
that the rate of addiction of even one 
time users is as high as 65%.

Another reason for getting drawn 
into substance abuse is being exposed 
to the drug, professionally.There 
was a shocking report in The Times 
of India just two weeks ago. A lady 
anesthetist from a reputed hospital 
in Pune is undergoing treatment 
for de-addiction at a hospital in 
Mumbai, from the same drugs she 

. She too, at 36 
years of age erroneously ASSUMED 
that she could QUIT AT WILL. Today 
her husband and two teenage children 
take turns to be by her bedside at the 
hospital, shuttling between Pune and 
Mumbai. The psychiatrist treating 
her says this is not an isolated case. 
Many professionals like her succumb 
to this temptation, causing agony for 
themselves and their dependents.

The worst fallout of drug or 

creates in the user. EVERYTHING 
AND EVERYONE JUST CEASE TO 

EXIST. It is my way or the “high” way 
(pun intended) attitude that sets 
in. Your education, family 
members, job, just do 
not matter anymore. 
Where and how to 

the ONLY concern. 

itself now. You start 
speeding, with each passing day. 
The three pedestrians you run over 

sister ,wife or even your own kid.
Somehow, someone convinces you 

to de-addict. But after a month you are 
tempted into a relapse. Again the drug 
becomes the master. Stagnation sets 

wise
the wall and is reversing onto the 
mountain path.

the symptoms of a user.
1) The eyes turn reddish and have a 

glazed look all the time.
2) The speech is slurred and there is a 

distinct lisp.
3) Not caring about one’s appearance 

and lethargic behavior.
4) Loss of appetite and body weight, 

also dehydration.
5) Frequent mood swings and turning 

violent if denied money.
6) Stealing money from family, 

relatives, friends to feed the habit.
7) Very low self esteem leading to 

depression.
Depending on the duration of 

abuse the user has severe withdrawal 
symptoms. This is called Turking, 
derived probably by condensing the 
expression “going cold turkey.” The 
eyes start  watering; the nose runs 
incessantly, vomiting occurs. Muscles 
start contracting involuntarily causing 
twitching of the limbs and abdomen. 
The pain is so severe as if you have 

For a complete recovery, serious 
medical and psychiatric attention 
is necessary. A good 3-4 weeks of 
hospitalization will take care of the 

physical trauma. Then psychiatric 
assistance is foremost. Besides the 
psychiatrist the co-operation of 
the immediate family members is 
necessary. And of course the EX-
USER has to consciously resolve to 
quit.......otherwise a relapse is just a 
puff, a whiff or needle away. That is 
the stage when you cannot open your 
car door as it hurtles over the cliff.

Pain is temporary but QUITTING 
lasts forever.

Drugs are BAD NEWS.....Drugs 
SUCK......best advice yet......DONT 
GET STARTED.

Send in your views and reviews 
regarding this topic to contribute@
parsi-times.com
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Contd. from Pg. No. 9
of the Achaemenid line who ruled a vast area from Asia 
almost up to Europe. The satraps were all loyal to their Persian 

and benevolent attitude of the Persian monarchs. By 246 BC the 
Seleucid dynasty came to an end of its power and suddenly there 
appeared on the world stage Parthians who in their time played 
an important role in the history of ancient Persia as well as in 
ancient Rome. Their dynasty put the brake on expansion of the 
Roman power in the East.

SELEUCUS & THE SELEUCID DYNASTY

Panthaky was not informed  
nor his permission taken 
plus any prayer ritual in an 
Agiary has to be performed 
by a Mobed or Ervad not by 
Behdins.
A brief info about the word 
(Behdin Pasbans)
Any Behdin (non priestly) Parsi 
who has undergone a small 
crash course training about a 
few rituals and a limited few 
prayers. Can be called Behdin 
Pasbans their jurisdiction of 
function is to volunteer to do 
prayers in far off rural areas 
where a Dasturjis Mobed or 
Ervad is not present. They 
are not allowed to perform 
in Mumbai  as there is plenty 
of Mobeds here if Behdins 
start doing prayers here than 
what are the Mobeds going 

And the Trustees of an Agiary 
promoting such  unethical 
activities is shameful and 
a misuse of authority. 
Community members, a 
Dastur goes through years 
of rigourous training and 
practice to master prayers 
and rituals and this snatching 
of profession is not right and 
Ervad Sahebs beware this is 
a threat to our command our 
integrity our respect and also a 
kick to our stomachs. Nipping 
it in the bud immediately is a 
neccessity
Er. Firdaus R. Pavri

Dear Editor, 
This is with reference to Mr. 
Parvez Daruvala’s long but 
stirring article “Miracles in 
the Zarthosty Faith” in your 
Bumper Issue of August 11, 
as well as his question to your 
readers whether they have 
experienced any miracles in 
their lives.
The late Mr. Behramshah 
Bharda, like Mr. Daruwala, 
never claimed to be a religious 
scholar. In fact, he used to 
emphasize that he had neither 
studied nor did he wish to 
study the Avesta language 
and literature. However, a 
number of Parsis became his 
followers. Towards the end of 
last century a small group of 
his followers were on a tour 
of Udvada. The group went 
for lunch at a very popular 
hotel there. The Manager of 
the hotel declared that cutlets 
were not prepared on that 
particular day. Nevertheless 
the conductor of the tour 
requested the manager to open 
the Fridge and see for himself. 
The manager complied with 
the request and found heaps of 
cutlets. Moreover, the number 
of cutlets exactly tallied with 
the number guests. Ordinarily 
it is believed that miracles 
used to happen only in the 
olden days. But isn’t this a 
miracle of our times?
Khshnothra Ahurae Mazdao.

Ratan K. Sanjana 

Dear Friends:
I am sharing this Special New 
Year Issue of the Parsi Times 

intention.
This New Year, I like to honor 
all our Zarathusthi priests 
across the globe, who have 
dedicated their life towards 
revering and protecting our 
faith, tradition and culture.
I invite to join me in honoring 

globally.
It is because what we 
emphasize, multiplies.
In the Parsi Times Special Issue 
two articles got my attention:
1. The Demeanor Of A Parsi 
Priest, in which our young 
mobeds are expressing their 
views. 
Please pay close attention 
to what the 19-year old 
Kayomars is saying on Page 
26.
“I believe religion should be 
followed by the heart and not 
by force.”
In this wisdom lies the essence 
of our survival and revival.
2. Sun, Sand & Sukhad, in 
which our 17-year old Ervad 
Zerkxis Zarrir Bhandara from 
California has been showcased
for being the recipient of 
the 2012 North American 
Mobeds Council Community 
Services Award At The 2012 
North American Zarathushti 
Congress in New York on 
Page 36.
My sincere gratitude to Freyan 
Bhathena for sharing this with 
me. I hope you will enjoy 
reading these articles with the 
same reverence in which it is 
shared.
Long Live our respected 
Mobeds and our Global 
Zarathushti Community.
Aameen.
With love, light, appreciation 
and gratitude from
Meher Amalsad
Westminster, California, USA.

It is very heartening to note 
that once the arch rivals, BPP 
& Homi Khushrow Khan 
have become greatest ably 
to bring back the vultures to 
Doongerwadi.
Mr. Khushrow Khan praises 
the BPP paying, how 
wonderfully bold the Trustees 
are, that they are prepared to 
spend Rs. 25 crores (konna 
bapni Diwali). Vultures are 
vanishing from the whole 
world and not only from 
Mumbai or Doongerwadi. 
By now BPP must have 
spent a couple of lacs for this 
impossible project, as they had 
invited foreigners from UK & 
USA.
In 2004, it was proved by the 
scientists that the vultures die 
because of diclofenac. In other 
words, diclofenac is being used 
all over the world and there is 
no sure way to eliminate the 
use of diclofenac. There are 
more 1000 medicines in which 
diclofenac is used. In that case, 
how are they going to trace it? 
This topic is such that one can 
write pages after pages, and 
hence a few questions may 
cover all other objection. Will 
the BPP oblige to reply please?
Q.1: Why BPP want to open 
the eyes of Central and State 
Government, regarding our 
Doongerwadi land?
Q.2: Why did BPP voluntarily 
obliged to have the aviary 
and a laboratory on our 
Doongerwadi land? The 
Government do have National 
Park and Jeejabai Udyan, 
where there are many trees.
Q.3: What will be the 
contribution of Central and 
State Government in this 
project?
Q.4: Is it  not a mockery to 
ask the relatives to give an 

the doctor?
Q.5: What if the doctor refuses 

Q.6: Is it not true that the 
aviary timing of 2015 coinsides 

with that of BPP elections?
Q.7: Is it the idea of BPP to win 
over HKK by showing him a 
Trustee’s lollypops? When his 
name was suggested WAPIZ 
– Khojeste Mistry etc. had 
objected, saying that he is a 
reformist?
Q.8: Why the last page of 
WAPIZ is silent?
Q.9: Why the care takers of 
our relilgion and the so called 
stalwarts and WAPIZ are 
silent?
Q.10: Why our 5 Vada 
Dasturjis do not come out in 
the open and see to it, that this 
project does not see the light 
of the day? Or are they also 

to maintain silence?
It is the practice of BPP not 
to reply when they are in the 
wrong side as after some time, 
everything lies down. In this 
case also, they may not reply.
The last question – must be 
replied.
All the High Priests had 
unanimously opined that 
under no circumstances 
should meat of any kind be 
fed either inside or outside the 
Dokhma.
Doongerwadi has a very 

it has been the resting place 
of our near and dear ones. 
Do the Trustees care for their 
sentiments. (Parsi Times).
Only on the last question, I 
request that more and more 
people should come out in 
the open and stop this vulture 
project is shelved and should 
not raise its ugly head in the 
future.
After all the objections raised 
by various people, if the ill 
advised seven fools still want 
to go head, then nothing can 
be done.
If the Doongerwadi Samjhauta 
Express starts rolling, it will 
be a disaster in the history of 
our religion, but when it will 
derailed (surely) it will be a 
calamity.
P.F. Bulsara.

Contd. from Pg. No.  6

Major Rabadi gained 
experience related to domestic 
operations and the northern 
region. Early in his career, 
he participated in a Staff 
Inspection to Canadian Forces 
Station, Alert; gaining a good 
appreciation of its isolation at 
the top of Ellesmere Island. 
Later, as an exercise planner, 
he worked with Canada 

Command and participated 
in a reconnaissance of the 
Mackenzie River watershed all 
the way up to the Beaufort Sea 
and Banks Island. He was also 
attached to Joint Task Force 

2007 during a period of high 

Valley. 
In 2007, a twist of fate 

diverted Major Rabadi to 
become the Army Training 
Authority Business Planner, 
where for two intense years, 
he worked on both Level 1 and 
Level 2 business plans related 
to Army training. He then 
held the post of Chief Support 
for the Canadian Land Force 
Command and Staff College 
in the historic Fort Frontenac 

Contd. from Pg. No. 3

Contd. on Pg. No. 23

OOOPS!!
In the PT issue dated 28th July 2012, the article on Deolali on 
Page 11 on Deolali, in the paragraph on Mr. Farokh Godrej’s 
description of Deolali Parsis, the sentence should read... 
”the daughter Dilnavaz is married to Bomi Irani, who is a 
bone setter.” Mr. Farokh Godrej is not a bone setter. He is 
an elderly gentleman who owns a wine shop in Deolali. We 
apologise for the same.  

 
In our Special Issue dated 
11th August, 2012 Parsi 
Times printed this picture for 
Viola Wadia. But in fact it was  
Ms. Viola’s sister Hema’s picture. Sorry 
for the inconvenience!



Advertising Rates - Subscription
SATURDAY,  AUGUST 18, 2012

15

In full colour @ 
Rs. 10/- per word & 

Rs. 15/- per CAPITAL WORD

FOR ALL REGULAR PAGES
We charge Rs. 150/- per cc

Note: all our Ads are in 
Full Colour

PLACE ADS ON 
The Front, Centre 

& Back pages
for the most ATTENTION

Front Page - @ Rs. 300/- per cc
Back Page - @ Rs. 250/- Per cc
Centre Page-@ Rs. 200/- Per cc

Is @ Rs. 50/- 
for a maximum of 20 words

fo
Fro
Bac
Cen

Technical Details

Technical Details 
1. All advertising matter (ready for print) must reach Parsi Times by 5:30 pm on the Thursday 

 
Parsi Times

only for reference and future use. 
Parsi Times 

6. The management reserves the right to: 

not in spirit of the publication itself.

4500/- 3000/- 2000/-

5625/- 4000/- 3000/-

500/-

1500/- 1000/- 750-/-

3000/- 2000/- 1500/-

8000/- 7000/- 6000/-

15000/- 14000/- 12000/-

A DIRECT 40% SLASH IN RATES 
FOR A 50 ADVT. (YEAR) PACKAGE

Contact Us on 66330405 & 
advertise@parsi-times.com/advertise.parsitimes@gmail.com



Classifieds
SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 2012

16

Printed and Published by Cyrus M. Shroff on behalf of Kersi Jamshed Randeria, From 102, Vikas Building, 11 Bank Street, Fort, Mumbai - 1.
Printed at Dangat Media Private Limited, Mehra Centre, Marwah Estate, Saki Vihar Road, Mumbai - 400 072. 

Caterers for 
Dadar Parsee Gymkhana.

We also cater for, 
Weddings, Navjotes, 

Parties, Functions, etc.
Daily Tiffin Services 
are also Provided

Contact Havovy Kotwal : 
9833622581, 65163918, 

65163873, 24189695, 24462973

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

WORD OF THE WEEK
“troubadour” 

A lyric poet or musician who 
performed chiefly in southern 
France and northern Italy in the 

11th through 13th centuries
OR 

A singer especially of folk songs .

WANTED
A YOUNG & ENERGETIC

PERSONAL
ASSISTANT

SEND IN YOUR C.V. TO 
contribute@parsi-times.com

Send in articles to 
contribute@parsi-times.com 

and you could be rewarded.
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The Lockhorns

Sneaky Cheeky
SOLUTION (11-8-2012)

Fools learn 

from their own 

mistakes, 

wise people learn 

from the fool’s 

mistakes.

H i d d e n 
in this criss-

crossing network of 
passageways is the name 

of the well-known community 
personality shown in the picture. 

Select a starting letter and trace this 
name with a continuous line. At no time 

may any letter or passage be re-used.

EGOCSE ALSQ OBG 

PYFAP SY VGGC 

QSLJFT QYUGTOD, 

CDFAP FA EYQJFSOCQ 

TDFAP     YV    AYSEFAP

Today’s clue:  P equals G

SNEAKY CHEAKY
One letter stands for another in this 
substitution game. Replace it and 

saying of the week! 

  I A S 

 K J C M H 

 I A  E A 

 L H W O R

  A B O 

SUDOKU

Always acknowledge 
a fault. This will throw 
those in authority off 
their guard and give 

you an opportunity to 
commit more

SUDOKU

SOLUTION (11-8-2012)

Mutt

6 4 2 5 1 7 8 3 9
7 9 3 2 4 8 6 5 1
8 5 1 9 3 6 4 2 7
4 7 8 3 9 5 2 1 6
1 2 6 7 8 4 5 9 3
5 3 9 6 2 1 7 4 8
9 6 4 8 5 3 1 7 2
2 8 5 1 7 9 3 6 4
3 1 7 4 6 2 9 8 5

  If you set the curd in any 
container and cover it with 

very well and will also not 

roasted groundnuts is to 

all the groundnuts get 

the bananas under an air-

5 8 2 9 7 4 1 3 6
1 9 7 3 2 6 4 8 5
6 4 3 8 1 5 9 7 2
4 5 8 2 6 1 3 9 7
2 7 1 5 9 3 6 4 8
3 6 9 4 8 7 2 5 1
7 3 4 6 5 2 8 1 9
8 2 5 1 3 9 7 6 4
9 1 6 7 4 8 5 2 3

as the Integrated Logistics 
Coordinator within the 

Yazdan is currently studying at 

his eldest daughter Yasna is at 

youngest daughter Delnaz is 

start a new career with 

of dedicated loyal service to 
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WINNER: Hosi P. Mistry – 64 years
I loved the Special Parsi Times Issue because 
a comprehensive knowledge of progress and 
entrepreneurship of Parsis makes me proud. 

thought-provoking and consolidated my 
faith in religion. The advent of Parsi Times 
itself is a miracle!!

Roxan Aspi Driver – 46 years

I loved the Special Parsi Times Special Issue because  I will get 
the future horoscope in advance and 1382 reminds us of our 
Parsis Beginning Era of Yezdegardi.

Hutosh Amaria – 12 years

long live the Parsis and Parsi Times.

I loved the Parsi Times Special Issue because many 
people got to express their ideas (Navroz Thoughts). I 

especially loved the cartoons of Parsis.

Surname Fame
Contest! 

WINNER: Hoshang T. Sethna
There is a Surname that covers over 50% 

of our English Alphabets! & competes with 
ever long surnames of the South Indian 
Community. bp¡gsp dp¡Yy„$ akL$C S>i!
When I was young, our family doctor was Dr. 
Workingboxwalla. As a child, I was never able 
to pronounce it fully and correctly. Imagine 

in school and college and amongst 
friends, he would have had funny 
nicknames and jokes like “working or not 
Workingboxwalla”, “What are you selling 

with contents?” On his documents, his 
signature stretches from one end to the 
other! 

sdpfp¡ OZp¡ OZp¡ 
Apcpf  ^“ aufp¡T 
dl¡sp sd¡ bÞep R>p¡ 
ddCÆ“u dykpafu“p 
rhS>¡sp sd¡ ddCÆ“u 
dykpafu“p a¡“ bÞep 
R>p¡ A“¡ sd¡ ÆÐep 
R>p¡ Ap S>h¡gfu.

WINNER 1
Aspi A. Driver 
53 years

WINNER 2
Jamshed D. 
Patel - 60 years

Cherag F. Bhandara - 49 years.
or else “wink at your neighbour’s wife.”

Ketty G. Sabawala - 55 years.
or else “gift them a torch, to find their way in 
the dark.”

Feroze R. Wankadia - 83 years.
or else “you will never be condsidered as a 
marriage prospect.”

WINNERS 
Always smile at 
your neighbours...

PARSIS KNOW 
HOW TO PARTY
WE EAT HARD 

AND ROCK 
HARDER

Piran Tarapore 
15 years


