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NOTICE
Dear Readers,
For two days now my Twitter feed has been choked with the biggest ‘nonews’ news story of the moment… the scene outside of Matoshree (Bandra)
where resides the larger than life Balasaheb Thackeray. Some tweets ridicule
it, some tweets follow it seriously and some tweets just grumble about the
lack of attention to the ‘real stories’. But you can’t deny the crowds their
‘natural instinct’ to lie in wait for resolution. Whether it is the man himself
who will appear or a relative bearing grief, no one will move till the situation
is resolved.
For all it is worth, I admire the resolution of the interested Janta who are demanding answers
by merely ‘not going away’. I think our &ommunity too needs to Ànd that natural instinct, the
instinct that makes us stand tall and not lose focus till we get to the bottom of it all!
The Matoshree we face isn’t an ailing, waning politician but an ailing and waning system of
values and we need to knock on the gates and push down the hypothetical high walls till we
get our answers too! With just a little more ‘wisdom of the elders’, ‘passion of our youth’ a lot
more gumption and strength to pull through, we too could get what we rightly deserve with
the power of ‘collective strength’.
Freyan
freyan@parsi-times.com

)RXU)DLWKIXO'RJV
Dear Editor,
Four faithful dogs serve
the Parsis loyalty at the
precious Bhikha Behram Well
at Churchgate. Well done! As
soon as they spot non-Parsis
trying to enter the well’s
premises, the dogs promptly
pounce on outsiders. See how
they care for us. Shabash!
Compare the behavior
with our Community’s sever
self-serving, seven worthless
watch-dogs, only watch their
own gains, proÀts and beneÀts.
They have failed in their duties
to check that Áats in Parsi
Colonies are not occupied
by non-Parsis. Why? What
are they protecting, except
their treasuries and wasting
crores of BPP funds on useless
cases? Should the Community
tolerate this or kick them out?
Act fast before we lose more of
our assets.
Dr. Viraf Jehangir Kapadia &

others.
Parsis Against Corruption
%UHDFKRI'XW\"
Dear Madam,
The
Anjuman
Atash
Behram episode has brought
forth a spate of letters and
expert comments from our
respected brethren. Like a
swarm of bees, without an
iota of thought, everyone has
jumped on the bandwagon
to castigate the Mobeds and
the chasniwallas of the Atash
Behram.
With all due respects to
the Mobeds, I wonder why
the Atash Behram doors are
even kept open this late (till
9.30pm) when other Agiaries
and Atash Behrams close their
doors to the public by 8.008.30pm. It has been reported
that the gentlemen, who stay
just next door, had made it a
habit of staying on after closing
hours thereby challenging

and mocking the authority of
the Atash Behram staff. They
have got their just desserts and
hopefully, will learn to respect
protocol in future.
Every organization has its
set of rules and code of conduct,
more so if they are places of
religious importance, and it
does not bade us well to defy
this mandate. There are many
churches and temples whose
doors are shut to the public in
the afternoon and after sunset
so why are we making such a
fuss over a small matter???
In case, God forbid,
anything were to be stolen
from the Atash Behram or an
intruder was found on the
holy premises due to the doors
being kept open so late, these
same letter-writers would have
reprimanded the Mobeds and
other staff for “breach of duty”.
Yours faithfully,
Rohinton B. Dadachanji

Seth Kanjibhai
Dorabji Mithaiwala
Daremeher (Adarian)
118 year Salgreh
Celebration
24th Nov. 2012
(Roj Adar, Mah Tir)
Jashan in Havan Geh
at Amruli
(9 km from Surat).

Happening Today
SANJAN DAY
JASHAN FUNCTION -

FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH
FROM 9 A.M.
ONWARD
Gujarat Express &
Flying Rani will halt
at Sanjan today

3UDLVH)RU0DU]HH
Dear Editor,
I just wanted to key in my
appreciation to Marzee for
his educating & encouraging
article “What to do with
your Àrst salary?” which was
published in the recent Edition
of Parsi times.
In today’s fast paced &
competitive age it is very
easy for any youngster or an
inexperienced person to be
swayed away by the so called
“get rich quick schemes”
which entice them without
educating them on the risks
involved and thereby leaving
a poor but lasting impression
on individuals - disuading
them from making the right
choices with investment plans.
Marzee’s article educates
us on how to ensure we make
the right investments of our
hard-earned money to reap
the best (and safest) possible
returns. I am one of those

fortunate individuals who
has been seeking Marzee’s
expertise on Ànancial planning
since the last 5 years now and
trust me - and not only have
my small investments grown
multifold but my knowledge
about SIPs and low-risk /
stable investment plans has
also improved under his able
guidance!
I look forward to reading
many more “guiding” articles
from Marzee in the coming
Editions of Parsi Times
and hope that alot of our
=oroastrian brethren beneÀt
from it!
Warm regards,
K.S.
$OORWPHQWJDWH
Dear Madam,
Some Letters to the Editor
10th November 2012 were
quite interesting and thought
provoking.
Pervez Mistry juggles some
Contd. on Pg. 4

POINT TO NOTE: It’s the message, not the messenger you might be mad at!
Please Note: The opinions expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of readers and contributors and do not necessarily express the opinion of our Publication. We reserve only the right to ‘edit for quality’ and the right to not publish letters intended for
this section, that Ze Ànd less than suitable in tone or expression. If anyone has any doubts and issues about the content of the letters, they are requested to contact the individual authors if his her details are mentioned.
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hat’s in
a date!
Apparently
not
much,
as the young
blood at the
Behram Baug
Parsi Colony
in
Jogeshwari,
Mumbai
show us how Halloween
can be just as fun and scary
even with a few days delay.
While kids across the
world were being dressed

P

.T. caught up with
rising T.T. Star Zubin
Taraporewalla as he scorches
through win after win in the
months since Navroze.
In the 3rd State Ranking
Tournament held not very
long ago in Mumbai, Zubin
seeded 6th! In fact he reached
the Ànals and played top seed
Omkar Torgalkar in a valiant

Community Coverage
up and paraded as part of
Halloweeen fun by their
parents, the kids of Behram
Baug were glued to their
books as the prepped for their
exams. But one week later they
threw their books in the closet
and pulled out their sweet
and outrageous costumes to
celebrate the fun occasion
on the 8th of November.
The kids who are part
of the fun activity class
SPARKLES
celebrated
Halloween
by
dressing
up as witches, vampires,
mummies, ghosts etc. They

went around the Colony
asking for treats. They took
along with them their treat
bags and Jack-o-Lanterns that
they had made themselves.
Residents report that the
costumes were so convincing
that they were petriÀed
and scared by the fake
hearts, noses and ears! From
building to building, house to
house the kids went claiming
treats from the scared and
tricking the not so generous!
Amidst all the Candy
Hunting the Sparkles Kids lit
up many faces with smiles!
Here are some of their
pictures to light yours up too!

and skillful battle.
Zubin has played 4 District
Rankings this year and have
won all 4. He is really happy
with the things have gone till
now in State and District. His
aim is to continue with the
same zeal and aim for a good
National Ranking.
Just goes to show how
practice gets you perfect!

Zubin’s current rankings are—1st at the District Level, 6th at the State Level and No#32 in India!

$0HDQLQJIXO&HOHEUDWLRQ«
Delaveen Tarapore, a student of Lala
Lajpatrai College tells P.T. how she and
a handful of her classmates added some
joy and that special Diwali feeling to
the lives of residents of the King George
Memorial Old Age Home.

A

s the saying goes that
‘true happiness is
when u make other’s
happy’ was actually put to
action when on Sunday the
11th of November a handful
of BMM students including
myself put up a special
performance for the ailing
and aged at the King George
Memorial Old Age Home at
Worli.
In the midst of the beautiful
and apt Diwali Décor, we
began by performing a Dance

In the words of Delaveen Tarapore
and Dandiya event and then
offered the residents sweets,
chocolates and wafers. Some
enthusiastic
residents
even joined in the fun and
showcased their talents
like singing and dancing
and even mimicry!
After
bursting
mild
(under
the
required
decibel level) crackers,
Diyas were lit near each
resident’s bed. For us all
this was a Diwali that
brought meaning to other

people’s lives and I am so glad
to have participated with my
heart and happiness.

Did you have a meaningful celebration of the Festival of Lights at School, College or Work? …
Send us your experience with a photo
)HHG%DFN
FRQWULEXWH#SDUVLWLPHVFRP
and be featured!
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Community Coverage

Contd. from Pg. 2

statistics which is my weak
subject, although Àgures if they
are 36-24-36 is an interesting
proposition. Well she has
made a point. That apart her
expectations are too high
and on the erring side. She
suggests that BPP should give
proponents of the experiment
a chance for Àve years to carry
out the experiment entirely at
their cost.
If she has read the Jame Mr.
Colah has in clear cut terms
denied that it is an experiment.
Besides her expectations that
these chaps should fork out
the dough, is just wishful
thinking. All BPP Trustees
are unanimous on this score,
and they have spent a bomb
at the time of their election
to the Trustee’s chair. Now
it payback time for Palavdaar Parsis, Vulturegate is a
big ticket operation. So “Ram
Naam japna paraya maal apna.”
Whose father’s diwali? So the
Community must lump it.
Parsis have got the Trustees
they deserve.
Vandriwala laments that
over the years priests have
enriched
themselves
by
exploiting the ignorant Parsis
e
and have established
a hold

over the ignorant laity. Very
true.
8nfortunately
she/
he pins hopes on Chairman
Dinshaw Mehta to change all
this. May be s/he doesn’t read
Jame, wherein it is stated in
bold letters “Dinshaw Mehta
‘BPP was formed to protect
Doongerwadi.’ It further goes
on to state “Dinshaw Mehta
Chairman BPP said “the return
of Vultures to the Towers of
Silence has long been a dream
of BPP Trustees. Today we
have taken the Àrst step ² but
very signiÀcant step towards
making the dream a reality.
So please even in your dream
don’t think of Dinshaw Mehta
doing anything else.
According to Ervard Rayan
Dastur to conÀne someone
by force is just a small
issue. He should know that
forcibly locking up a person,
tantamounts to kidnapping
and abduction and is liable to
imprisonment. Had someone
lodged a complaint with the
police these boiwalas, and
chasniwalas would have been
behind bars. He is talking
about the difÀculties the
Mobeds face. Well in every
profession one has to work
hard and earn with the sweat
of his brow. He should also

know that the priest class has
hijacked the Community. Only
a priest’s son can become a
priest. But a Priest’s son can
also become a doctor, lawyer,
accountant, technician, banker
et al, and do part time Mobedi,
With all his boasting about his
religious knowledge he should
know that Parsis are enjoined
to pray in Àve Gehs, No priest
has any right to prevent a parsi
to pray at a Fire Temple if he
wants to do so just for the
convenience of a priest. On the
contrary a priest is supposed
to encourage and facilitate
the laity to pray. In reality the
Àretemples should be open
24x for Parsis to pray, without
any let or hindrance. These
Priests instead of proliferating
and propagating the religion
have fooled the Parsis that
Zoroastrian religion is only for
Parsis.
Bhesania’s letter was very
interesting to say the least.
Anyone even without a back
problem will Ànd it strenuous
and cumbersome to climb 4
Áoors every day, particularly
after a days work at the
ofÀce, leave alone someone
with a severe back problem.
According to Bhesania they
were offered a Áat on the 4th

Áoor in Rustom Baug, then
why is it that Desai was hell
bent on making an issue of
a Áat in Jer Baug? Bhesania
by his statement has opened
a Pandora’s Box. He says he
was pleased with the news
and accepted the proposal but
subsequently there was no
response from BPP. So what
happened to the Áat? Who got
that Áat? Mr. Desai Bhesania’s
knight in shining armor should
inform the Community about
this Áat. So also the remaining
magniÀcent six should throw
some light on this issue. Is the
said Áat still lying vacant, or
disposed off to someone else?
If it is disposed off then the
question arises how was this
possible since decision to allot
Áats has to be unanimous.
How come Mr. Desai not raise
the issue at the time of this Áat
being allotted to some one else
over looking Bhesania?
All this reminds of the
ABBA song “One of us is lying,
one of us is cheating.”
Thanking you.
Behram Aga.
:KDWWRGRZLWK\RXU
ILUVWVDODU\
Dear Editor,
I read with interest the
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above mentioned article in
your newspaper on 10 Nov.
2012.
I wish I had met Marzee
when I was 25.
Most people have no
idea that they need Ànancial
advisers.
They usually go by the hit
and trial method. They thus get
hit very badly.
I request You to have more
useful and informative articles
from learned men like Marzee.
Firdaus Bhot
*RRG-RE3DULQD]
Dear Editor,
I have been reading
Parinaz’s articles in your
esteemed newspaper week on
week.
I really appreciate the way
she articulates and presents the
same in a very lucid manner
her view points on various
aspects of life.
Her articles are simply
amazing
and
thought
provoking most of the time we
can actually relate the same in
our day to day life.
Do keep up the good work
Parinaz. God Bless...
Rumy.

Do you think that we should celebrate all festivals of India regardless of being Zoroastrians or otherwise.

Nerg
Nergis
Bagwalla, 82 yrs, Zoroastrian Colony,
Chikalwadi
Yes I do think that we should celebrate all festivals in
our country, and why not, after all we are all Indians.
Zarine Udwadia, 70 yrs, Slater Road
We don’t mind celebrating certain festivals of India
like Diwali, and Christmas. We certainly do not celebrate Eid and other
festivals like Ganpati and dancing on the streets and throwing colors on
each other and making a nuisance for others.
Parizad Buhariwalla, 54 yrs, Andheri
Staying in India specially Mumbai where all the festivals are celebrate
with full promp and grandier we tend to be a part of almost all festival.
For example during our new year we give sweet dishes to our neighbors
and likewise on their festivals they send us different types of eats. Thus
like that we are a part of many festivals.
Kashmira Avari, 52 yrs, Pune
I think we should celebrate each and every festival, as we are Indians
Àrst and besides we Parsis have been known to respect all religions.
Celebrating all festivals mainly Diwali without noise and pollution
should be our priority. As for me, I have always lived in a cosmopolitan
area and thus have always celebrated all festival with my neighbors.
Sarosh Singporewalla, 52 yrs, Pune
Of course, we should celebrate all festivals with equal gusto. Reason
being this is a big diversiÀed country and the opportunities that we have
here are world class and we have to stay united as one big family.

Xerxes Katrak, 30 yrs, Jer Baug.
We live in a cosmopolitan society and thus it is very
necessary for us to respect all religions. We should not
forget that when we were exiled from Iran it was India
that accepted us and thanks to them our Community has
survived till date. I would conclude by saying that we
should respect all religions, but worship our own religion.
Vahishtea Dhanda, 33 yrs, Pune
I personally feel that we can celebrate all festivals being in India however
we do give importance to our own religion and celebrate those festivals
with more enthusiasm and zeal.
Xerrxes Doodhwala, 32 yrs, Rustom Baug
Why not, it’s good for kids, they get to enjoy, but it should be in limits.
We should make sure that we enjoy without destructing anything
or being a nuisance to people around us in our locality. For example,
During Diwali we should not burst crackers at like 2 am in the night
which causes problems to people who are sleeping. We should enjoy but
not at the cost of other’s well being.
Nashaita Patrawalla, 15 yrs, Bharucha Baug
India is a country having various festivals and traditions. Celebrating
festivals of other Communities is Àne, till it’s in limits. Knowing the
actual reason for celebrating a festival is more important than creating
pollution and disturbing people around you. So it’s ok if Zoroastrians
celebrate other festivals but at the same time equal importance should be
given to our own religious cultures.
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Awesome Bawaji Clubs

Ahmadabad city sees a convergence of 130 participants at the 21st All India Zoroastrian Youth Meet!

T

he Parsi Youth League
of Ahmadabad (PYLA)
joined hands with the
Federation of Zoroastrian
Youth Association (FOZYA)
to host the 21st All India
Zoroastrian
Youth
Meet
at the St. Xavier’s College,
Ahmadabad.
The
city
played home and host to

approximately 130 young
Bawajis from all over India,
over the three days of the
seminar, from 13th to 15th
November, 2012.
Over these three days, the
young ones were treated to a
wide range of activities and
sessions from ice breakers
to a treasure hunt and a rock
performance
by
Yohan Marshall and
his group!
Some
of
the
eminent
guest
speakers
like
Dr.
Dhalla,
Dr.
Khushrav
Bajan,
Firdosh Kapadia and

Khorjestee Mistry enlightened
the young ones, with their
on
various
topics
like
spirituality,

Some of the participants share their lovely experience!
Cyrene Cooper, Ahmedabad
I found it to be a very informative. They covered not only the
religious aspects but also we had a lecture on motivation and
Àrst aid which are practical tips and helpful in daily lives. We
got to play the Treasure Hunt and it was a lot of fun but it would
have been better if it would have been kept in the beginning of
the meet.
Kaizad Bamji, Navsari
It was a good experience. The organizers were very good and
cooperating. Even the lectures were good and informative. I
especially enjoyed the treasure hunt game and the outing to
the farm house that was organized. It would have been much
better if there could be some more interactive sessions for the
delegates from different places.
Ervad Firoz Vimadalal, Vadodara
It was a nice experience. It was my forth meet. Overall
the lectures were good especially of Firdosh Kapadia and
Khorjestee Mistry.

religion, motivation etc.

Contd. on Pg. 16
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To some the Aviary Issue has received too much press coverage. We say to
them, lets solve it before we move it off the table… and if that takes more
to be learnt and more to be read, it is our responsibility to be fully armed
with the facts. This week Dr. Homi Dhalla shares his view on the project.

T

he Symposium on
Vulture Conservation
was held at New Delhi
on May 3-4, 2012. Some of
the most eminent experts
on the subject viz., Prof.
Rhys Green and Dr. Richard
Cuthbert were also present.
On this occasion, research
papers of these experts and
others were distributed to
the participants. Since I was
invited to this Symposium,
I have studied these papers
which are very informative –
hitherto unknown facts have
now come to light. Moreover,
in the last two months
weeks, certain important
developments have taken
place regarding the Aviary
Project which I wish to share
with members of the Parsi
Community.

Various Drugs Kill Vultures
In the article entitled
“The Whole Truth about
the Doongerwadi Vulture
Project” appearing in the BPP
Review of September 2012, a
question is raised “Are there
any drugs besides Diclofenac,
which will kill the Vultures
in captivity?”
Besides
Diclofenac and Ketoprofen,
there is no mention of any
other drug. According to the
experts, there are many other
drugs viz., indomethacin,
Áunixin,
meglumide,
metamizole,
naproxen,
phenylbutazone,
analgin,
nimesulide,
paracetamol,
carprofen,
Áunixin,
and
ibuprofen
which
would
cause mortality in Vultures.
Diclofenac itself has 1051
combinations. Why has the
BPP remained silent about
these drugs? These have been
mentioned in my report to
the BPP dated June 12, 2012.
Furthermore, experts state
that merely 0.004-0.16 ug g of
Diclofenac in a corpse would
cause Vulture mortality.
Various Diseases Lead To
Vulture Mortality – Some
Could Endanger Humans
Experts have stated that
there are many diseases
which kill the Vultures viz.,
infectious bronchitis, avian

renal disease, West Nile
virus, liver cirrhosis, chronic
granulomas,
amyloidosis,
muscular degeneration and
avian inÁuenza.
In this
context, it is pertinent to
note that in August 2012, 12
race horses costing crores
of rupees died of West Nile
virus in Pune. This disease,
unheard of in India, has now
come to our doorstep.
A fortnight ago, 3481
turkeys died of bird Áu
or the Type A inÁuenza
(H5N1) at the Central Poultry
Development Organization
(CPDO) in Hesaraghatta on
the outskirts of Bangalore.
Another disturbing report
from CPDO is entitled
“33,000 birds to be culled in
Bangalore to contain avian
Áu” appeared in The Times of
India dated 30-10-2012. The
report on the following day
is even more alarming. An
article in the DNA entitled
“Anti-bird Áu warriors grope
in the dark” (1-11-2012)
states that samples of these
birds were sent to the High
Security Animal Disease
Laboratory
(HSADL)
in
Bhopal. Scientists, groping in
the dark, have not been able
to identify the precise type of
virus and express fears that
it could also infect human
beings. If these viruses have
already struck India, how
does BPP expect to protect the
Vultures at Doongerwadi?
Doctors Wary After High
Court Judgment
An article in The Times
of India dated 22-10-2012
entitled
“Doctors
back
surgeon, fear giving advice”
is relevant. Leading surgeons
of Mumbai are upset over the
recent Bombay High Court
judgment upholding the
conviction against cancer
surgeon Dr. P. B. Desai for
negligence.
As a result,
senior doctors now fear
giving a second opinion to a
patient of another doctor or
when a patient is sent to them
for referral. This case in a
way is relevant to the Aviary
Project because doctors are
expected to play a crucial role

in not prescribing Diclofenac
and related drugs to Parsi
patients.
In the light of the above
litigation, would Parsi and
non-Parsi doctors agree to be
involved in this project and
secondly would they agree
to take up the responsibility
of not prescribing Diclofenac
and other related drugs? In
order that Vultures are not
affected, it is incumbent that
a patient should not take
Diclofenac 72 hours before
death. In case of a slight
mistake on the part of a
doctor, he would certainly
be blamed for the death of
all the Vultures. A panel of
prominent doctors should
be requested to express their
opinion in the matter.
Price Of Diclofenac To Be
Slashed By 74%
On October 11, 2012,
the Supreme Court of India
asked the Union Government
to ensure that medicines
are not beyond the reach
of the common man. The
Government has suggested
that prices of 348 essential
medicines be reduced. It has
recommended that price of
Diclofenac be slashed by 74%.
If diclofenac were to be sold
at a ridiculously low price it
would certainly tempt any
patient to take it.

by Dr. Homi Dhalla

Hence, this danger is by no
means merely theoretical or
imaginary.
The Legal Tangle

Arising out of the above
discussion, I have suggested
at the DAC meeting that
legal advice be taken on two
counts. Since Government
is one of the stakeholders
in this project, would there
by any danger to our land
from being taken over?
Moreover, as so many nonParsis would be involved in
this project and with the rise
in intermarriages, what stand
would the BPP take if a nonParsi wishes to pay his / her
last respect just before the
body is taken into the Tower
of Silence. This would give
rise to litigation, if a nonParsi spouse wishes to assert
his / her right.
Fractured Verdict Of The
High Priests
Yes, the High Priests have
spoken but their verdict is
fractured. The High Priest of
Udvada, Dasturji Khurshed
Dastur and the High Priest
of Navsari, Dasturji MeherjiRana are not in favour of
the Aviary Project. This is
another important factor
which has added to the
complexity of this project.

How real is the threat of
Government taking over a
part of Doongerwadi land?

Important Stakeholders Are
Doubtful Regarding Success
Of Project

The Àrst Dakhma at
Doongerwadi, the HirjiVatcha Modi was built in
1672. Thus, for the Àrst time
in 340 years, other agencies
including the Government
would obtain a foothold
on our sacred property. At
the Doongerwadi Advisory
Committee meeting held
on October 23, I had again
brought up this question
and requested Trustee Mr.
Muncherji Cama to relate
the concrete example of how
the Government has taken
over land belonging to an
institution and which has
resulted in ongoing litigation
for the last several years.

Mr. Homi Khusrokhan,
President of the BNHS
n
in
his
article i
P a r s i a n a
1,
(August 21,
72012, pp.27a states
28) interalia
tionists
“Conservationists
ot know
still do not
how many other drugs
d to man or
administered
beast may be deleterious
a another drug,
- in Africa
ketoprofen, has already been
found to have murderous
He
effect on Vultures”.
eralia states that
further interalia
urs seems a safe
“So 72 hours
period for ingesting the

drug before a person dies.
The problem lies in lack of
knowing whether the drug’s
been administered 72 hours
before death. For, if this
is not known, it can affect
scores of Vultures who have
fed on one human body”.
Ms.
Aban
Kabraji
(Regional Director of Asia,
representing
International
Union for Conservation of
Nature, which is one of the
stakeholders in this project)
in her letter to Mr. Dinshaw
Mehta dated June 15, 2012
interalia states “Although
it is certainly true that
factors other than Diclofenac
pose threats to Vultures
and continued vigilance is
required…”
Again, Ms. Kabraji in
another letter to Mr. Dinshaw
Mehta dated July 29, 2012
interalia states “Does this
project come with risks?
Of course - as does any
experiment, particularly one
that involves wildlife”.
The above statements of
Mr. Khusrokhan and Ms.
Kabraji clearly indicate that
they themselves are not
certain about the success of
this project.

It is evident that there are
many hurdles which have
to be crossed before this
project materializes. Since a
large amount of Community
funds are involved, it is the
duty of the BPP to address
y issue discussed above
every
meticulously. Only after
the Trustees are absolutely
convinced about the success
o this project, should
of
they go ahead
with it.
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Community Coverage
Things To Do This Week

P.T. reports on how our young Community members are
faring on the Snooker and Billiard Tables

Being Relevant Rocks!

T

he FOZAWAC (Federation of Zoroastrian Associations
for Welfare and Culture) All Parees Billiards and Snooker
Tournament 2012 is Ànally over. After three weeks of
slugging it out the 71 Snooker and 52 Billiard contenders watched
a great set of Ànals on the 10th November 2012. The tournament
was held at the Dadar Parsi Colony Gymkhana where the annual
event has settled in comfortably into the state of the art facilities
since 2010.
A total of 6 games were organised namely: Single Snooker,
Single Billiard, Double Snooker, Double Billiard, Double Snooker
Alternate Shot and Double Billiard Alternate Shot.
The results are as follows:
An additional cash sponsorship was awarded to the winners by
Mr. Nosheir Wadia in memory of his late wife Mrs. Mahrookh
Noshier Wadia.
Best Of 5 For Men’s Snooker
Rank
Name
Handicap
Club
1st
Viraf Bhesania
+10
Parsi Gymkhana
2nd
Percy Driver
+10
Parsi Gymkhana
Rank
1st
2nd

375 Point Format For Men’s Billiards
Name
Handicap
Club
Kekoo Nicholson
-90
CCI
Viraf Bhesania
-90
Parsi Gymkhana

Rank
1st
2nd

Markers Of The Tournament
Name
Handicap
Club
Baban Solanki
+15
DPCG
Deepak Ahire
SCR
DPCG

Billiards
Snooker

Highest Break
Name
Marzdi Kalyaniwalla
Kekoo Nicholson

The highlights of the years included:

Break
48
68 (in Finals)

Nilufer Amroliwalla, who has been the only lady player participating
in this tournament for the past two consecutive years, was awarded
the prize for the Most Promising Youngster beating Marazban
Amroliwalla defending Champion of the title.
An On The Spot Marker’s Tournament was announced.
6 teams participated in the best of 7 Team Championships.
Elphinstone Cricket Club Boomlas ranked Àrst and Dadar Parsi
Colony Shafety First ranked second.

A highlight of the week has also
been Mr. Kekoo Nicholson’s win at
the Mumbai Snooker League 2012.
Mr. Nicholson, an avid player is
thrilled as he has never ranked Àrst
in both Tournaments in the same
year before! His team mates in the
CCI Snooker Kings and others on the
circuit appreciate and admire how
he drops everything to support the
troupes and is a true sportsman when
it comes to the game.
Congrats!

Water issues are big issues in Mumbai and Something
Relevant has Something Relevant to say about this! P.T. is all
set to battle crowds for a place in the mosh pit as they launch
their new album We Could Be Dreaming, in Mumbai City!

T

he weekend promises the music lovers of Mumbai a
treat! Jam Rock Band Something Relevant releases their
new album We Could Be Dreaming at Mehboob Studios
(Bandra) 9.00 p.m. onward.
This Jam Rock Band born in 2003 is a daring combination of
instruments and the new album speaks of Mumbai Issues
relevant to them!
The launch party is all set to be ‘Fan’tastically energetic as
the boys yank our local heart strings with chatter about water
supply, staying aÁoat in today’s world the bureaucracy in our
government ofÀces taking matters into our own hands and
being proactive technology taking over our lives following our
dreams love, heartache (women), love, heartbreak (women)
but then love again (women).
Of course you all invited!
The Band consists of Aalok Padhye (Tabla and Percussion),
Luis Chico (Piano, Organ, FX), Tanmay Bhattacherjee (Guitar),
Stuart DaCosta (Bass and Vocal), Jehangir Jehangir (Drums)
and Ryan Sadri (Saxophone).

The album is already live on oklisten.com
(for a fee of Rs. 200/-)
Something Relevant goes on tour across India
starting Nov. 24th for a month.
The schedule will be up on www.something-relevant.com
and their facebook page!
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Mr. Vispi Bhathena, CEO and his
colleague Dr. V. Aditya Srinivas,
COO of BSE Brokers Forum
join Parsi Times to share the
economic landscape of India.
Mr. Vispi is a professional with
over 11 years of cross functional
experience in Training, Program
Coordination,
Operations,
Compliance, Strategy, Planning,
Corporate Branding, and Team
Management.
Dr. Aditya is a Ph.D in Economics
and MDP from IIM-A. He is
doctorate in risk management.
With over 8 years of corporate
exposure in Ànancial services,
he has in depth knowledge on
all the segments of the capital
markets and Ànancial products.

I

ndian stock exchanges
have more than 135
years of history with
the formation of the Àrst stock
exchange called as the Native
Share and Stock Brokers
Association in 1875. This is
now known as the “Legendary
Bombay Stock Exchange”
which is considered as the
“Barometer of the Indian
Economy”.
The
stock
exchange
was formed as association
of person and had the
membership fees of Re. 1 and

Parsi Paisa
it had 318 members at that
time. Currently BSE is the
world second largest stock
exchange with more than 5500
companies being listed. “It
is also credited as the oldest
stock exchange of Asia and
of India.” Stock exchanges
now are seen as the catalyst
to the change in the economy
with
the
Government
itself committing to the
programme of disinvestment.
Disinvestment is the theme of
the Indian government to raise
funds for the government
to reduce the Àscal deÀcit of
the government. The Àscal
deÀcit is the gap between
the Government income and
expenditure. Currently the
Àscal deÀcit has become 5.7%
of the GDP which is much
higher than the comfort
region of the Government.
Internationally the target for
Àscal deÀcit is round 3 % of
the GDP.
Indian Government has
more than 250 Public Sector
Units which are not listed on
the stock exchanges. Now the
Government has set the target
of Rs. 30,000 crores to be
raised from the disinvestment
proceeds so that the Àscal
deÀcit can be reduced and
the country growth rate can
be made better. With the rise

in the number of working
population in the country
with more than 70 % of the
working population less than
35 years of age, it is imperative
that there are enough jobs in
the economy to absorb this
kind of productive labour. The
Government wants that more
number of entrepreneurs
come to the stock exchanges
and lists their companies to
raise the money and expand
their business. This would
make more jobs creation in
the economy and make the
economy more sustainable.
Indian stock exchange BSE
has also initiated a small and
medium enterprise segment
called as the SME for the small
companies to get themselves
listed on the stock market.
There are about 30 million
SME units registered with the
Government. These SME play
a vital role in the economy as
they create jobs in the lower
section of the society which
is very much required. The
SME segment started by
the BSE ensures that more
entrepreneurs are able to their
companies listed on the SME
segment and expand their
business.
The Indian Government
has been keen on ensuring
that
the
stock
market

participation in the country
goes up. Currently out of
120 crore of population,
only 1.5 crore invest in the
equity markets which is very
miniscule.
The household
investment in the stock
market along with mutual
funds is only 3 % while in the
developed countries this ratio
is around 35 % which is very
high.
Indian Government
has also been instrumental
in ensuring that FII (foreign
Institutional Investors) come
in large number and invests
in the Indian markets. As on
30th June 2012, there are 1756
FII registered with the Indian
capital market regulator SEBI.
The Indian Government
has recently allowed any
foreign individual to invest
in the Indian stock market
to invest directly from the
foreign country. Under
the new category of
4FI (4ualiÀed Foreign
Investor) were by an
individual
foreign
investor can
invest
by
obtaining
the
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PAN card invest into the
Indian stocks.
Indian
Government
recently allowed the listing of
the stock exchanges and the
Àrst Indian stock exchange
to get itself listed was the
MCX-SX. Now even the BSE
is planning to list itself on the
exchanges before the of the
Ànancial year that is March
2013. Thus Indian Government
is playing a proactive role in
the development of the stock
exchanges and ensuring that
more investors come to the
markets.
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Spiritual Spaces

Lonavala Lights Up!
The 113th Salgreh of the Adenwalla Dar-E-Meher in Lonavala was a wonderful reason to gather in the high altitude and maybe even feel
closer to God. P.T. reports with inputs from P.T. Reporter Hoshang T. Sethna.

T

here was a pleasant nip
in the air, a reminder of
the change of seasons
we have all been waiting for.
But then again Lonavala has
always been a hot spot for the
right kind of chill. So when the
Trustees decided to extend the
Salgreh celebrations into the
weekend after the actual date
Community members Áocked
from across the area to attend
and partake in the gathering.
The actual date of the
Salgreh of the auspicious
space was the 6th November
(Roj Behram, Mah Fravardin)
which fell earlier in the week
but for the sake of involving
the out of towners and

Hall.
The Ceremony was
performed by Panthaky Er.
Zarir Jehanbux Tata and Er.
Cyrus Zarir Tata.
The next day, Community
members
from
Mumbai,
Pune, Khandala and other
places journeyed up to join the
local Lonavala Zoroastrians
for the Celebration. All 350
present were treated to a
special programme organized
by the Lonavala Khandala
Zarthushti Anjuman at the
now popular Annual Function
of the Agiary.
The
compound
was
crowded as Mr. Sam Choksey,
Trustee of the Anjuman
welcomed
everyone
and

Lonavala weekend visitors
the celebration was extended
into the weekend hence the
big Annual Gathering on
Saturday 10th November.
A day before the big
gathering the Trustees of the
Anjuman organized a Jashan
Ceremony at the Agiary

Enlightenment!

introduced the other Trustees.
Trustee Capt. Percy Master
gave a brief introduction to
the Agiary and the evening
ahead.
An especially welcome
announcement was that of the
plan to refurbish the current
dilapidated Guest House
made possible by the generous
donation of Mr. Dinshaw
Irani.
Chief Guest Mr. Farokh
Subedar, Vice Chairman of
Tata Sons & Director of various
Tata Group of Companies was
welcomed.
A warm and hearty laugh
deÀnitely
dispelled
any

A bit about the Adenwalla Agiary
Seth Cawasjee Dinshawji Adenwalla Dar-E-Meher at
Lonavala immediately stands out as one worth noting
for its unique property of having two Aatash within one
premises. One was consecrated in Lonavala in 1899 and
the other was initially consecrated in Aden, Yemen in
1883.
On the 14th November of 1976 (Roj Behram, Mah Khordad),
the Atash Padshah consecrated at Aden was brought to
the Adenwalla Agiaryin Lonavala. The transportation was
a process marked with respect and facilitation of the best
services for the auspicious travel of the Fire.
#P#KT+PFKC±KIJVDGICPVJGVTKRHTQO;GOGPVQ/WODCK
with an All Parsi Crew! In Flight prayers never looked as
beautiful and relaxed as when performed by the Mobeds
accompanying the Holy Fire thousands of feet in the air,
offering Sandalwood!
A specially built bus created with metal chains took the
Padshah Saheb along with a convoy right up to Lonavala.
'XGPVJG/WODCK2WPG*KIJYC[YCUQH°EKCNN[DNQEMGFHQT
the journey!
cold weather as Yazdi and
Mehernosh Karanjia with their
group from Surat presented a
rib tickling drama about the
Community.

NOTICE

NOTICE

F R O H A R F I L M S’ presents
Tele –Serial
+80$7$+8.+7$+9$56+7$
‘Suvichar Suvachan Sukarma’
on DD-11 Girnar (Ahmedabad- Doordarshan)
on Sunday 18th Nov. 2012
(12.30 Noon).
In this episode the Principal of
Dadar Athornan Institute Ervad Dr.
Ramiyar Karanjia will speak about
‘Dokhmenashini’ - The unique and
excellent system for last rites of
Zoroastrians.
In the second part of the episode,
Music Director Shri Kersi Mistry and
Signer Jaloo Bhesania sing Behram
Yazad Ni Aradhna. .
Designed and Directed by Ervad Dr.
Cyrus Dastoor.
Email : froharfoundation@gmail.
com, froharÀlms@yahoo.com

BOOK READING
The K. R. Cama Oriental
Institute on the occasion of
K. R. Cama’s 182nd Birth
Anniversary invite you to
the Reading And Visual
Presentation From The
Book “Muslim Devotional
Art In India” by Mr.
Yousuf Saeed - Filmmaker
and Researcher. Followed
by a discussion moderated
by Ms. Mumtaz Currim Eminent Author at 6 p.m.
on Friday, 23rd November
2012 in the Dr. Sir J. J.
Modi Memorial Hall of the
Institute.
RSVP: 22843893 / 22876593

NOTICE Indian Musical Programme: Old Hindustani Songs, Bhakti Geet
of Kavi Pradeep and Ghazals of Salma Aaga, Jagjit Singh, Ismail
Azaad Kaval of Hindustan and Gulam Ali of Pakistan. To be performed by Kavasji
Engineer (Pune) at the J.J. School Mumbai on the 26th of December 2012, 5:30
p.m. onward. Admission free for all.

A long journey and a
wonderful presentation later
the guests settled into a buffet
style dinner arranged by J.F.
Caterers from Poona.
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Yummy for your Tummy
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PUNE

Roxanne Bamboat is a
pint sized girl who enjoys
reading movies travel and
is obsessed with food. She
expresses her love for all
things edible in her food
blog http://the-tinytaster.
blogspot.in / A freelancer
in her profession she’s able
to spend most of her time
sampling the city’s food
offereings and reviews
them as well as shares a
few of her favourite recipes.
More often known as The
Tiny Taster, she’s decided
to take the world by
storm - one plate at a time.

O

live is one of the most
popular eateries in
Mumbai. With two
locations in Mumbai and one
in Delhi and Bangalore, Olive
has now opened its doors to
Pune. Its reputation has given

birth to curiosity
and some high
expectations, so it’s
no shock to anyone
that opening night
was a resounding
success.
This
barely 2 week old
restaurant is already
catering to a packed
lunch and dinner
crowd through the
week. It’s almost like a jewel in
the Poona Clubs crown as the
restaurant is ONLY for club
members and their guests.
Some might Ànd this elitist
or snooty but this restaurant
demands its exclusivity.
The Parsi Times taste team
walks in with great excitement
and a healthy appetite eagerly
waiting what’s in store.
Now having eaten at Olive’s
Áagship restaurant in Mumbai
dozens of times and even the
Delhi one, we are prepared for
what to expect. It can’t be very
different, or can it?
As we walk in we can’t help
but admire and appreciate the
decor. I love how even the
expected becomes unexpected
and that is what happened
to me. It’s got the traditional
Olive trademarks of being
predominantly white with
hints of blue and green giving it
this wonderful Mediterranean
vibe. The white pebbled Áoor
with a stone pathway and a
distinct indoor and outdoor
seating. Along with this
Olive has given this outlet
its own twist. With eclectic
furniture with animal printed
seat covers, funky lamps and
chandeliers which are made
out of different sized plates
and even a gorgeous water
fountain in the middle of their
al fresco seating. Each table
adorned with a small pot of
colourful Áowers which add to
the colour palate and brighten
up the place. What fascinates
me is that in all honesty the
furniture and decor seems
quite miss matched but oddly
seems to work and make the
whole place look effortlessly
pretty.
I would imagine in time
this might become a popular
date night spot but the crowds
will deÀnitely ruin any scent of
romance. I’m glad we decided
to opt for lunch because the
word on the street is dinner is

crowded
and
it’s

h a r d
to get a table
without
prior
reservations.
A
s
we’re
politely escorted to our table I
see a name card with my name
on it. It’s a small gesture and
probably insigniÀcant to most
but this has thrilled me! It’s
always the smallest of gestures
that impress me. I cannot wait
to start eating! Since Parsi
Times has been graciously
invited for a review and a
tasting we did not order on
our own, instead we sample
what are their popular dishes.
We start our tasting with a
sample of threee
st
of their most
s.
popular salads.
y
I’m
superbly
h
impressed with
their impeccablee
d
bocconcini salad
d
and the roasted
d
beetroot
and
utt
ricotta
walnut
salad.
Thee
highlight
forr
me
wass
the cheesee
and
thee
candied
walnut. I
have a softt
spot
forr
candied
I
nuts;
could eatt
ll
them
all
day
ass
y
if
they
were littlee
sweeties.
Three soups are presented
to us, a tomato soup, a
smoked mushroom soup and
prawn chowder. My personal
favourite was the chowder
which was delicious and the
small bits of fresh prawn in it
only enhanced the chowder.
My trusty taste buddy was
swooning over the tomato
soup. For any dish if someone
falls in love with it when it’s

usually the last thing they
would
ever
order, that is
high
praise.
That’s
what
happened
with
this
soup and my
companion.
W e ’ r e
served
a
pizza where
half
the
topping
is their cheese and
pepperoni pizza and the
other half is what they call a
carnivore pizza. The carnivore
has
chicken,
jalapenos,
onions and surprisingly Goan
Sausage which in my opinion
over powered the Áavour of
the other meats. All I could
taste was the vinegar from the
jalapenos, the crunch from the
onions and the Goan sausage.
I just felt this wasn’t the meat
loader I was expecting and so
between the two I preferred
the pepperoni pizza. My
friend however
disagreed
completely.
She
LOVED
the idea of
Goan sausage
on the pizza it
was a Áavour

she relishes and
couldn’t be bothered
if it was too much or
not. She seemed to
like the onions and peppers
on the pizza. Just goes to
show you how personal food
can be. We agreed to disagree
on which was the better of the
two pizzas.
To sample a part of their
main course we’re presented a
platter with medium rare beef
with spinach, a wonderfully
moist grilled chicken with
caramelised potatoes and Àsh

in a lemon butter sauce, spicy
prawns and mash potatoes.
The beef and chicken have
impressed me the most. The
beef is not only Áavourful but
so tender it actually melted in
my mouth and I love that it’s
accompanied with greens. I
hate spinach as a rule I never
eat it but this one cooked in a
butter sauce took the sting and
sharpness out of the spinach
and I thought it worked
wonderfully with the beef.
The Àsh was enjoyable I just
felt the Àllet could have been
slightly thinner or smaller to
get more of the Áavour. Some
of the sauce had seeped into
the mash potatoes giving it
this mild lemony twist. Ended
up being a different take on a
regular mash but I liked it. The
prawns were slightly spiced
and then I realised they were
Harissa prawns. Now I love
that Áavour so the big prawns
were a hit for me. Though all
three were excellent mains if I
have to pick I think Àrst place
would have to be the beef.
There is something really
pleasing about Ànishing a well
cooked steak.
Since both of us aren’t
really chocolate fans we’re
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served a vanilla panacotta,
crème caramel with ice cream
and chocolate proÀteroles. All
are yummy but the panacotta
is the clear winner. The menu
at this Olive is slightly different
from their other restaurants.
Head chef Mayank tells
us that this restaurant has
more of a European Bistro
concept, where the menu is a
mix of sandwiches, burgers,
pastas, salads where as the
other outlets have a more
Mediterranean Áavour with
Moroccan and even Lebanese
dishes on the menu. They
serve their eggs dishes such
as Benedict and Florentine
through the day and even
have their own take on
‘akoori’ which I think is a

brilliant dish to have on any
menu. They wanted this Olive
to have a relaxed casual dining
environment. I have to say
they hit the nail on the head
because this lunch couldn’t
have been more relaxed and
casual.
After this long and
decadent lunch we sip on some
much needed green tea to help
digest all that yummyness and
have a chat with Owner Ad
Singh and his partner Khodu
Irani. I ask Ad Singh why
Pune. After Mumbai Delhi
and Bangalore one would
imagine they would open up
in another metro Àrst. He says
they were invited into Pune
by the Pune club committee
and they were very excited

about doing something in
Pune. He says he’s extremely
lucky to have partnered up
with local boy Khodu Irani. As
the owner of one of the most
popular restaurant and bar in
the city- High Spirits, Khodu
knows and understands the
Pune crowd. Of course, Ad
Singh also admits he’s very
impressed with Khodu, saying
he comes from a good family
and Khodu reminds him of
himself when he was younger.
The same passion enthusiasm
and drive made him feel
Khodu was the perfect partner
to run Olive in Pune.
Khodu laughs and says its
him who should be considered
lucky to have someone like Ad
Singh pick him to be a partner

a n d
f e e l s
there is
so much
he could
learn
f r o m
him. I
ask him
if Pune
is ready
for
a
change
i
n
their culinary scene and he
conÀdently says “with almost
all tables being reserved for
both lunch and dinner I think
Pune is graciously welcoming
us”. We’re very pleased
with our meal and highly
recommend you catch hold of

a Pune club member, or use or
reciprocal membership when
you’re in town and experience
what Olive has to offer.

Pune Club: The Olive Bistro,
6 Bund Garden Road, Pune
411001. T: +91 7709048228

What Tickled Our P.T. Tastebuds…
A look at the must tries at the Pune Olive Bistro
6DODGV
Lightly Pickled Tomato & Fresh Bocconcini
Served with roast garlic & basil dressed
romaine
Roast Beetroot, Ricotta, Arugula & Candied
Walnut
Dressed in a mild balsamic & honey dressing
The “Soiled Reputation” Veg Cesar
Carrot, radish, fennel, courgettes & pimento,
served with house special roast garlic
& parmesan dressing, homemade crusty garlic
bread & grana padano shavings
6RXSV
Chaudiere - The French PreCursor To The
Modern Chowder
Choice of - Smoked potato & corn / Smoked
chicken / Roast pepper & Shrimp. (I believe
you had the Shrimp)
Roast Tomato & Mandarin Broth

Served with a citrus fresh mozzarella tortellini.
Cold Smoked Mushroom Veloute
Served with slow cooked conÀt of cremini
mushrooms.
3L]]D
The Carnivore On A Thin Crust
Red onions, button mushrooms, smoked
chicken, spiced lamb crumble,
Goan sausage, roast tenderloin, mozzarella &
gruyere.
The OB Classic Double Cheese & Pepperoni
The all time favorite, topped with
pork pepperoni & a generous melt of
mozzarella
0DLQV
Thyme & Smoked Salt Rubbed Chicken Legs
Served with herbed baby potatoes, green
beans & a three peppercorn jus.
The OB Pepper Crusted Fillet Mignon

Served with
traditional
frites,
creamed
j & steak
t k butter
b tt
spinach, mild rosemary jus
The OB Seafood Grill - Green Lime & Dill
Marinated Squid, Harissa Prawns & Days
Catch.
Served with roast garlic & basil Áavored garden
vegetables.
'HVVHUWV
The OB Creme Caramel
Served with mint & dark cherry gelato
Vanilla Panacotta
An Italian cream pudding, served with a mildly
spiced tangerine & thyme sauce
0LON&KRFRODWH,FH&UHDP)LOOHG3URÀWHUROHV
Topped with a hazelnut & bitter chocolate
drizzle.
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Discovering herself is a big
part of the life mission for
Parinaz Billimoria. To be
able to do so, this pretty
Mumbai girl buries herself
in Self-Awareness books
and has taken courses
on Colour Therapy and
Chakra Healing.
A spiritual girl, she admits
that her passion lies in
demystifying the secrets to
a beautiful life through her
soulful words and some
loving gyaan that she has
gathered over the years.
Writing is not a choice of
words but the decision of
her emotions.
Parinaz has also completed
Law, Business Management.
You can reach Parinaz on
parinazbillimoria@gmail.
com

Perpetuating ‘Parsi’ness
to suck in some air.
air I wasn’t
completely feeling good but
I knew I would be alive for
next few hours. When I felt a
little better, I went to my book
shelf. I picked up my magic
book ‘You Can Heal Your Life’
to know the metaphysical
cause for my present state.
According to the wellknown Metaphysician Louise
Hay, ‘Breathing problems
are caused due to fear or
refusal to take in life fully’.
Metaphysics simply means
beyond the physical world. It
is the science of mind. It states
that any disease is caused in
the body as a result of some
disturbance in the mind.
I wasn’t quite surprised
at the reason that Louise

natural Áow of
events. I wasn’t able
to accept that I had
created my own
circumstances. I was
trying to manipulate
relationships
in
order to not let them
go. I was trying
all the tricks to
stop the mishaps.
Neither did I let life
Áow through me
nor did I Áow with
life.
My faith in GOD was
going for a toss. I was getting
impatient.
Anger,
pain,
suffocation and guilt were my
new buddies. When circulation
of blood stops, we encounter
death. Similarly, when we

had mentioned. I had been
going through a rough time
in various aspects of my life.
I was trying to control the

mentally cause impediments
in the circulation of life, or
continuously interfere in the
natural Áow of events, or we

don’t take in life ‘as it is’ - we
have problems breathing.
But my point was that
doesn’t acceptance of ‘as it is’
diminish improvement drive
in us? My third eye led me to
an answer. A mind in a state
of lack will never develop
into a state of prosperity. It’s
like - a seed cannot grow in an
infertile soil. As long as your
thoughts and emotions are
retaliating every move that
nature makes, the process of
improvement doesn’t begin!
A mind with thoughts of ‘lack’
will only grow into more lack.
That night was a life changing
experience for me. I realized
that we have to Áow with life
and life has to Áow through
us, into us and from us in
order to be alive. Life does not
stop even for a millisecond.
Acceptance isn’t easy but it
isn’t impossible either. A few

over ambitious, proud of his
wealth and greedy for more,
egoistic, and wanting to excel
over Pompey and Caesar,
was eager to subdue Bactria,
Parthia and the Indus and go
to the farthest limits of the
East. We have seen in chapter
of Phraates III that he had
formed an alliance with Rome.
Crassus, set out
from
Rome,
to wage war
with Parthia on
Ides (Àfteenth)
of
November
55BC.
He
disregarded all the omens and
heeded no advice and he sat
sail from Brundusium with a
large Áeet.
J.
Lindsay
comments
“Never was a more unjust
war undertaken and never
were avarice and injustice
more signally frustrated and

punished.” Florus, Roman
historian and poet during
Hadrian’s time refers to him
as “avaricious man who
gasping after the Parthian
gold engaged in war against
will of God and man whilst
he lay at Nicephorium,
the ambassadors of king
Orodes pressed him to
remember the League made
with Pompey and Sylla, but
Crassus, intent upon Parthian
treasures, without so much as
pretending a reason for war,
replied he would see them at
Seleucia”. Vasiges, the leader
of the Parthian embassy who
could not tolerate such conceit
smiled and striking the palm
of his hand with the Àngers
of the other hand tauntingly
replied, “Hair will grow here
Crassus, before thou seest
Seleucia.
In Armenia, Tigranes the
elder had died and his eldest
son Tigranes the younger was

I

felt something stuck in
my throat. My chest was
heavy. That night was
scary. What was clogged in
there? My body went numb.
What the hell was going on?
I was clueless. Somehow
with all the courage, I went
to the balcony and managed

O

rodes I (Huraodha) is
said to have come to
the throne after the
assassination of his father.
According to Lindsay, Sykes
and Rawlinson Mithridates
was the eldest son and
ascended the throne. Sanjana
and most others say that
Mithridates was given the
rule of Media Magna as a
vassal Prince but soon a civil

war broke out between the
brothers, Mithridates was
killed and Orodes became the
sole monarch.
At this time there was a
very wealthy Roman aristocrat
Marcus Licinius Crassus.
He had joined
Julius
Caesar
and
Pompey
in an unofÀcial
political alliance
f o r m i n g
what
came
to be called as the First
Triumvirate. They served as
consuls and dominated the
Roman political scene of that
time. Crassus became the
proconsul of Syria. Before this
time the Roman Eagle had
never spread its wings over
the Persian Gulf. Crassus,
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tips to Áow through life:
Love yourself!
Accept Yourself!
Forgive Yourself!
Try to Ànd positive in
every situation.
Pray with concentration on
GOD and not your worries!
Thank GOD for everything
– everything including the
things you cannot accept. Your
thankful state will change the
problems into Blessings. This
is the magic!
Expectation is the most
natural thing that we are
endowed with but acceptance
has its own charm and
gratitude is icing on the cake.
All this sounds like a bookish
gyaan but one moment of
acceptance of yourself as you
are will free you of all the
limitations which are holding
you back and the world
around you will change. It
will cure all diseases – mental,
emotional,
physical
and
spiritual. Acceptance is a way
of whispering to the universe,
all is well. As you accept
yourself, you are accepting
life, and in turn you are
accepting what you have.
A wise lady, once, said,
“Acceptance is to want what
you have!” She paused and
continued, “And then you will
have what you want”. She is
wise, indeed!

being held captive in Rome.
The younger son ensconced
himself on the throne. The
new king joined the Romans
under Crassus with the
cavalry of 6000. He promised
further assistance of 16000
cuirassiers and 30,000 foot
soldiers if Crassus would take
his advice and march through
his own country of Armenia
through which he would get
a safe passage. Crassus did
not heed his advice. He was
determined to march through
Mesopotamia.
Crassus
crossed
the
Euphrates. The omens were
not
favourable.
Romans
soldiers were a superstitious
lot. Bad omens increased
their anxiety. An engagement
took place near Nicephorium
in
which
the
Parthian
satrap’s small force was soon
overpowered.
Contd. on Pg. 16
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Spiritual Spaces

P.T. Reporter Khushroo P. Mehta takes us through his
diary to the memorable celebration of the 13th SALGIRI
OF MANIJEH P SACHINWALLA DAR-E-MEHER AT VASAI

$%ULHI+LVWRU\RIWKH9DVDL'DUH0HKHU
The Dadgah Saheb’s Dar-E- Meher makaan was built at Valiv village of Vasai Taluka in Thane
ne
district by Shri Bomi Pirozshah Sachinwalla in memory of his mother Baiji Manujeh and Father Pirojshah Sachinwalla. The foundation stone was laid by Late
Ervad Dr.Pesotan Faramji Peer on Tir Roz of Adar Mahino of Shenshahi Calendar in the year 1365Yz.[1-5-1995]. The Dar-E-Meher after its consecration was
handed over to the Vasai-Virar Zarthustis on Ashisvangh Roz of Khordad Mahino in the year 1369Yz[14-11-1999]. This Dar-E-Meher was built on the principles of
Zarathusti Din “Vastushastra” requirements and has no electrical power supply to this building.The Dar-E-Meher glows in the aura of the Dadgah & Dar-E-Meher
Aatash and natural sunlight.

0HHWLQJWKHJUHDW<(=$'
On a chilly Saturday morning, as
the winter sets in; I caught a Bus to
Vasai to attend the 13th Salgreh of the
Manijeh P Sachinwalla Dar-E-Meher.
I got down at Valiv village cross and
walked down the road towards the
Agiary appreciating the mandap on the
building opposite the Agiary. I noticed
on arrival that the Dar-E-Meher too
was well decorated with garlands and
a Welcome arch. The Salgreh Jashan
preparation was on and there wasn’t a
Bedin in sight. I took this opportunity
to meet Mr. Bomi Sachinwalla and
along the way received a salute from
“YEZAD”, the holy Varasyaji.
7KH*KHUQR$DWDVK
Mr. Bomi Sachinwalla greeted
me warmly and we sat down to have
a religious chat over Parsi Tea with
all its natural aroma of green tea and
Phudina. Mr.Sachinwalla is a great
believer in “GHERNO AATASH” and
believes that the Aatash is a divine
transformer and transmitter of our
inner signals to God. He has kept his
GHERNO AATASH at this home for
the last 8 years and follows the practice
of offering all food grains to the Aatash
before it is served on the table. He
believes this puriÀes the food. He then
took me around to pay a Darshan to
the holy GHERNO AATASH. He said
that every Mazdayasni Zarathustis
house should have a LIVE AATASH
at all timesand that one should live
his life on the basis of “FOR AND ON
BEHALF OF THE LORD.”
2QWKH9HJHWDULDQ0HQX
After being seated again, I asked
Mr. Sachinwalla about the importance
of the strictly vegetarian menu for
the Salgreh. He explains; We are
“Baste Kurshian” with Ruvan[Jiv],
Bowdan[Higher
Intellect]
and
Fravashi[The Guided Spirit] which
together forms the ATMA. The Human
mind [Mann] can be good, leading it to
GOD or Bad, leading it to destruction.
Now the Ustang[Praan] is the living

force for the Mann. Now the Praan
of a normal person needs Ann and
this Ann has to be vegetarian for the
purity of Praan. Its not possible to eat
Áesh and eggs and be pure. Eggs are
the most dangerous
a s
they blocks
the local
pores,

thereby
keeping
one
devoid
of receiving the cosmic power.
Mr. Sachinalla gave a true life example
of Ustash Saheb Behramsha Shroff,
who when on the coldest place at the
Damavand mountain was a vegetarian
inspite of outmost cold conditions for
years. Now this is the level of purity
which helps the normal human to
attain GOD and HIS bliss.

$6LPSOH1DYMRWH
Mr. Sachinwalla spoke about
Navjote Ceremonies as a spiritual
birth to every Zoroastrian child. He

disagrees with the loud music, dance,
drinks and exhibitionism on such
occasions and speaks highly of a
Navjote ceremony taking place soon
in Mumbai, which will be performed
in its most simple form with light
Shehnai music and pure vegetarian
food.
7KHFURZGVDUULYH
By then it was time for the crowd
to come in and after thanking Mr.
Sachinwalla, I walked back towards
the Agiary to see the Àrst Parsis walk
in at 8:45a.m. The buses arranged by
Mrs. Bakhtawar Hoshi Sahiar from
Sethna Agairy to Vasai had arrived.
Everyone was served hot vadas and
tea.
7KH-DVKDQ
The Salgreh Jashan began at 9:40
a.m. and was performed by Ervad
Khushroo Madan, (a part time Mobed
at Colaba Agiary for over 15 years)

and Ervad Jehangir
Karkaria from Vasai.
The Jashan got over
by 10.45 am and the
Bedins by then were
150+ in strength
all arose to do the
Humbandagi along
with the Mobeds.
Ervad
Khushroo
Madan
recited
the Salgiri Jashan
prayers
with
a
very loud and clear tone.His brilliant
efforts were highly appreciated by all
present and Mr.Bomi Sachinwalla who
was most happy with it, honoured
Ervad Madan with a shawl and Áower
garland.
$*DWKHULQJ
Everyone moved towards the
mandap which I had been admiring
earlier and around 11 am the
Programme commenced. Mr. Bomi
Sachinwalla began by stating how
lucky they all were to be here and
attending the event. He mentioned
that the entire Vasai- Virar Zarathusti
population was around 500 and they
are lucky to have 7 Holy Aatash in
their vicinity, 4 at the Agiary and 3 at
the Ashram.
80 years old Dr. Prakash Gajjar
then shared his thoughts on the
importance of spiritual meetings held
Contd. on Page 16.
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Lifestyle

Dear Mamaiji,

I do my Kusti everyday. How do I know the
meaning of what I am saying?

Dear Dikri,

Ok. We start with the Kem Na Mazda. Now say each line slowly and I will
explain it to you as we go along.
What being, O Mazda! Shall grant protection unto a mortal
like me?
When the evil-minded threaten to overpower me?
Who can it be other than Thy Fire and Thy Good-Mind, -Through whose activity is furthered Thy Righteous Law, O
Ahura!
This knowledge vouchsafe unto me that I may spread Thy
Faith.
With the help of Thy words which are a shield,
Who shall smite our foes?
Do thou reveal unto me a Soul-healing leader for course of
life, both physical and spiritual:
Then unto him let Sraosha approach with Good-Mind,
unto him O Mazda! Whom Thou dost love.
Protect us from all our tormentors,

S

lowly but surely,
women are realizing
the necessity of
how important it is to be
presentable and hair done,
then why waste hours to
achieve it.
Too often we to get
caught in a routine of

styling our hair in a
safe way that we feel
comfortable in, but every
now and then it is nice
to switch it up and try
something new. Several
things are very easy to
use, take little effort, add
an amazing amount of
volume and bounce that
will have you feeling fun
and sexy!! If your hair is
not too thick and more
or less straight to wavy
and you want to see a
few curls in your hair
then try this.
Apply a curl cream
after your hair is towel
dried. Divide your hair
in 4-5 parts when the hair
is semi dry to slightly
damp. Whereever you
tie it from there your curl
will start. Secure the hair
with hair ties. Don’t use
clips or pins as they can
leave a mark.
The type of hair ties
you use are also important
so as to not leave a bend

or mark on the hair. Keep
twisting the hair till it
bends on its own and
twirls around itself! If you
divide your hair more
than 4-5 parts your hair
will have more curl and
tighter curls.
Leave your hair to
dry 100% like that and
then open it out. Use your
Àngers to open out the
curl, not a brush as a brush
will only frizz the hair
more. you could add a
drop of serum to the ends
as well so they dont look
dry or frizzy. Tame the
Áy aways and your ready
with beautiful curls rather
than your daily Áat limp
hairdo.

Ye both, O Mazda and Spenta Armaiti!

Purveen Dubash is a chef with many knives in her
pretty home kitchen cabinet. From TV anchor to educator
to author she is armed with culinary skills to put your
tummy into a hypnotic state. We are proud to present
to you her recipes which have the unique distinction
of being not only simple to follow but yummy to taste!

Perish Thou Devilish Druj, perish thou Devil’s spawn,
perish Thou Devil fashioned,
Perish thou follower of Devil’s laws.

Utterly perish O Druj!

Noodle Salad

Utterly Vanish O Druj!
Do Thou utterly and entirely disappear O Druj!
Vanish thou utterly in the North,
So that thou mayest not ever destroy the corporeal
creation of Divine Law.
Homage unto Holy Devotion and Humility.
Ashem Vohu - 1.

Ingredients:
100 grams boiled noodles
1 cup boiled and cubed
meat/Àsh of your choice
1 cup very Ànely sliced
carrot
1 cup chopped spring
onions
ô cup very Ànely sliced
red yellow and green
pepper
Dressing:
½ cup oil

1 teaspoon soya sauce
1 teaspoon vinegar
1 teaspoon mustard
3 teaspoons sugar
1 tablespoon chili garlic
sauce
A few mint and coriander
leaves
Directions:
Shake all the dressing
ingredients in a screw
top jar. Combine the
remaining ingredients

in a large wooden salad
bowl.
Toss lightly and pour the
prepared dressing over
it. Chill for at least four
hours or overnight.

Fights & arguments with loved ones will take place
this week. Control these issues with some ideas.
Career wise you will be satisﬁed. Your foundation at
work will become stronger. Do not let go opportunities
due to some mistakes.
Lucky days – 17th & 21st November 2012

Just when you see a ray of hope which you know
will improve your love life you jump back to your past
which crops up fears. Let go. Career wise it will be a
tough week. You will feel imprisoned as your ideas
will not be taken into consideration. Do not fret. This
shall pass. Look within and you will ﬁnd the solution.
Lucky days – 22nd & 23rd November 2012

Being with loved ones will make you happy. You are
reday to take on new challenges at work. You will
feel empowered & recognized. Results of your past
deeds shall be given to you this week. Hope you’ve
been good!!!
Lucky days – 18th, 22nd & 23rd November 2012

A fabulous week ahead. You will be taken very good
care off & well nurtured by your loved one. You may
get an opportunity to travel in your career. Take it. A
promotion due may be on its way as well. Make the
most of this time period. It’s a great time to invest
money in also.
Lucky days – 18th, 19th & 22nd November 2012

An excellent week ahead. You may enter a new
relationship. Or love and innocence will enter an
already existing relationship. Career wise, there is a
lot of potential for success. Spend time with family as
this will being you prosperity.
Lucky days – 17th, 19th & 20th November 2012

A good week ahead. Your relationship will mature
well. Career wise you will be in an extremely good
place. You will receive several material gains but you
will also be at peace. Your hard work will pay off now.
Let positive energy ﬂow. Go on a holiday with loved
ones. Good news will come your way!
Lucky days – 17th, 18th, 20th & 23rd November 2012

A holiday is possibly in store with your loved one. It’s
time to unwind & get to know each other better. If not
a holiday you will ﬁnd time to relax. You will ﬁnd dual
opportunities to make money for yourself. Both are
excellent opportunities. Don’t let go. Be careful with
your words. Tackle issues slowly and well.
Lucky days – 17th, 18th & 23rd November 2012

Your relationship will mature. Marriage is possibly on
the cards. Career wise you will be skeptical of taking
further steps due to previous past experiences. Use
your creative energy to achieve desired results. You
are at a turning point.
Lucky days – 18th & 23rd November 2012

You are at crossroads in your life. Do not be scared.
It’s the most wonderful time. You will take a journey
to discover yourself. You may move away from your
emotional attachments & materialistic life to gain a
higher perspective. You will the possibly ﬁnd 2 paths.
Both of which will be good. The choice is yours.
Lucky days – 18th, 20th, 21st & 22nd November 2012

Sta
Stars,
ars
Angels
and
higher
Spirituality
are all part of
being Kermeez
Shroff.See what the week holds in
store for your root number. To get
your root number add the digits of
your birth date, till you arrive at a
single digit number. eg. 25-3-1988.
take 25 only- add 2 and 5 = 7. You
will hence read number 7. Enjoy!
.HUPHH]6KURII9819221480
kermeezshroff@yahoo.co.in
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Continued
Bawajis Flock At Ahmedabad!

Contd. from Pg. 5
The seminar was dotted with a visit
to the local car museum at Kathwada
and later a dinner at a nearby farmhouse
too!
This year’s seminar saw a lot of new
delegates from Ahmedabad, Mumbai,
Jamshedpur, Nashik, Navsari, Pune,
Surat and Vadodra!
We got a break up of the
demographics
of
the
delegates
attending the seminar this year!
City
Ahmedabad
Mumbai
Jamshedpur
Nashik
Navsari
Pune
Surat
Vadodra

Men
17
16
1
1
4
8
3
6

Women
15
10
4
11
2
-

Contd. from Page 13.

on auspicious occasions. He wished that the Bedins
present be enlightened from the time that they
enter to the time that they proceeded to lunch. He
presented spiritual thoughts in Shayaris…simple
and interesting for the crowd who applauded heavily
with each Shayari recital. The most appealing ones,
from the spiritual point of view were as follows:
1. “Phanush banke jiski raksha hava kare, woh shama
kya bhuje jise roshan khuda kare.”
2. “Mara prabhu ni chetna, mari agal agal chale che: ane
mari raah ne saral ane safal banave che.”
3. ,Q D ÀQH FRQYHUVDWLRQ EHWZHHQ *2'  'LVFLSOH KH
says that:” Tujhe apna parda hatana padega, toe muje
mera jalwa dikhana padega. Teri pyaas ka thoda andaz
de de mujhe bhi, toe tere liye ganga bhi bahana padega.
Kaise hai yeh SURAJ, Kaisa hai Andhera, Lagta hai
DEQD\DHN6XUDMXJDQDSDGHJD(NDXUQD\D'HHSDN
jalana padega.”
Dr. Firoza Jamshid Panday began her speech with
a word of thanks to her guru Mr. Bomi Sachinwalla.
She shared the importance of “Aatash Padshah”
in our lives, calling HIM the supreme and Divine
centre to harvest cosmic power by receiving and
distributing it to the universal souls around us. She
continued by saying that there are 16 cosmic Aatash
which exist within us. Dr. Firoza shared a myth and
its reality. She said that there is a false speculation
amongst the common man that in today’s world due
to many ugly situations in the society, “Where is our

Total
32
26
1
1
8
19
5
6

DHARMA going” DQG ´ '+$50$ GXEL UD\R FKHµ
The Reality is that DHRAMA kadi pun dubto nathi.
'+$50$ QX J\DQ NDUL DQH HQR DPDO NDUR WHFK DSUR
NKDUR'+$50$FKHµ$OORIKXPDQLW\KDVWRJRWKURXJK
this process. Dr. Firoza also shared that there is a
“Science of Bliss”, which says that there is an Ocean
of knowledge, with spiritual abundance in plenty, is
meant for the entire humanity and for the liberation
of mankind. The challenge for the common man is
that: In spite of living in this Maya World, one has
to go ahead with spirituality in LIFE. She ended by
saying that: “May the Light and Love of Parvardigar
be always with you.”
6HWWOLQJDGRXEW
At the end of the speeches Mr. Bomi Sachinwalla
clariÀed to all those present that the Aatash Padshah
of this Dar-E-Meher was properly consecrated with
full religious rituals of four days by the Ervad father
and son pair of Peer family putting the rumour mills
to rest. On spirituality he specially highlighted
the point that no Parsi leaders on the BPP or any
organizing committee while standing for elections
have had in their manifesto that they will revive the
spiritual values of our religion and bring back our
religion amongst the new generation to its old glory.
,QFRQFOXVLRQ
Inspired and blessed everyone moved out to the
Vegetarian Lunch.
I left with a real good dose of spiritual experience
and a lot of life lessons.

Joining the
Parsi Times
pages
with
some
fun,
interesting
and
quirky
things to do online, is
Yazdi Tantra. A Chartered
Accountant by training,
Computer Consultant by
Profession,
Entrepreneur
Developer by hobby and
Trainer in his leisure time.
Look up his latest blog www.
ConsumerResources.in for
some useful resources, and
on-lyne.blogspot.in for some
more interesting Tech Stuff.
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If you are a regular user
of GMail (425 million
active users - why not
you ?), I have a bunch
of productivity tools
lined up for you. One
of the most used is
the Google Calendar.
It helps you organize
your life seamlessly !
Simple
Calendar
options are there by
default. You can also
set it to send you SMS
reminders for your
appointments, on your
phone for FREE ! (Don’t ask me how they manage
to do it). If someone sends you a mail which has
the time date and place for a possible meeting, you
have the option to directly add it to your calendar
from your Inbox itself - no need to manually add
it to your calendar. Recurring appointments and
reminders are a breeze. Many more features are
inbuilt for you to explore, but then I would run
out of space here ! Google Calendar is also now
available as an App for download on Android
devices - and it remains synced always.
Just try it, I’m sure you will be hooked - don’t tell
me you were not warned !
Write to me at yazdi@on-lyne.com

Contd. from Pg. 12
Orodes was aware of what would happen to such a
small force. He was quietly preparing himself with
a large well armed army. He divided his army into
two forces. One he himself led, the other, he gave the
command to Surena, his extremely wealthy, valiant and
faithful commander. Before the Romans could march
further and unite themselves with the Armenian army
and become a massive force, Orodes invaded Armenia.
Orodes had a secret ally, Abgarus, Sheikh of Osrohene
who had been admitted into the roman alliance. This
enabled Orodes to keep himself well informed about the
happenings in Rome, and all the plans and movements
of Crassus. Abgarus convinced Crassus to to go across
the hot, arid, open country and after a hasty march
brought Crassus and his tired army in the presence
of the Parthians. It is said that Abgarus deserted the
Romans and went home with his own cavalry. On 9th
June 53 BC, at the battle of Carrhae, Surena inÁicted
a crushing defeat on Crassus. The heavy showers of
Parthian arrows wreaked havoc on the legionaries. The
Parthians fought a highly disciplined battle. As soon as
the arrows of one rank were exhausted the next rank
took over. Camels brought fresh stocks of ammunition
over to the battle lines. About half of the 43,000 men of
the greedy general Crassus fell on the Àeld. Crassus’
son Publius also lost his life. Eagle, the highly revered
Roman standard was seized. The soldiers who were
taken as captives, in keeping with the Persian tradition,
were treated well. They were allowed to settle down
in Margiana where they intermarried with the local
women and became Persian subjects. Crassus escaped
with few of his horsemen. There was to be a conference
with Surena for settlement but somewhere in all the
chaos that ensued, covetous Crassus was killed. It is not
known who killed him, a Persian or a Roman. Orodes
had molten gold poured down the throat of the everhungry-for-gold Crassus. A poet made a tongue-incheek comment about Crassus saying, “A brave man
anywhere but in the Field”.
Contd. next week
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Call 022-66330405 or Email us on advertise@parsi-times.com to know more.

*INTRODUCING

Parsi Times P.O. BOX
Parsi Times Classifieds now
introduces its Online P.O. Box
dedicated to helping you.
We Will Recieve email &
enquiries on your behalf and
forward them to you,
Only if Email Subject carries
Your P.O. Box No.

Traditional
Christmas Cake
Makers
Please contact
on

classified.pt@gmail.com
with Subject: 121109

WORD OF THE WEEK

“Inconceivable”
Inconceivable- adj.
unable to be imagined;
unthinkable; incredible.
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Live a little

Mutt

The Lockhorns

SNEAKY CHEAKY
1 6 7 3 8 5 9 2 4
4 2 9 7 6 1 3 5 8
5 8 3 4 9 2 7 1 6

Hidden
in this crisscrossing network of
passageways is the name
of the well-known Community
personality shown in the picture.
Select a starting letter and trace this
name with a continuous line. At no time
may any letter or passage be re-used.

7 1 2 6 3 9 4 8 5

ZAFX C OCX WBOFI

B

F

E

D

9

PB OF TBD CUHEWF,

A

R

E TEXU BSP PAF VEXU

I

BT CUHEWF AF ZCXPI,

H

L

6 4 5 8 1 7 2 9 3

X

A

W

A

S

U

N

U

S

9 3 6 1 4 8 5 7 2
8 7 1 5 2 3 6 4 9

Everything
comes too late
for the people
who wait DON’T WAIT,
JUST GO
FOR IT!

SOLUTION (10-11-2012)
5 7 3 8 4 9 6 1 2
1 4 2 3 5 6 8 9 7
6 9 8 7 1 2 5 4 3
9 1 6 2 3 4 7 5 8
2 5 4 6 7 8 1 3 9
8 3 7 5 9 1 2 6 4
4 2 5 1 8 3 9 7 6
3 6 1 9 2 7 4 8 5
7 8 9 4 6 5 3 2 1

in person
SOLUTION (10-11-2012)

Rustom Tirandaz

Sneaky Cheeky
SOLUTION (10-11-2012)

The best car safety device is
a rear-view mirror with
a cop in it

 Ultimate allure: Lightly
scent cotton ball or hankie,
stuff in bra or pocket.
 To make Beurre Manie,

Today’s clue: A equals H

A

3 9 8 2 5 4 1 6 7

2 5 4 9 7 6 8 3 1

One letter stands for another in this
substitution game. Replace it and
FRPSOHWH WKH SKUDVH WR ¿QG WKH FKHHN\
saying of the week!

use the butter at room
temperature and whisk
until white in colour. Then
mix in an equal quantity
of Áour. Keep in the fridge
or freezer and use as
required to thicken soups
or sauces. To use add
approximately 1 tsp of the
mixture to 100 ml boiling
liquid and whisk. Boil for
3-4 minutes. If not thick
enough, add more of the
mixture until the desired
consistency is obtained.

CXU E YEHF EP PB AEO

Dream work is such fun to do, it seems like it
shouldn’t be as valuable a practice as it is!
When you play with dream analysis, you .
learn about yourself, receive guidance from
the Divine, and learn to understand the
magical language of symbols.
And because of the whimsical nature of
dreams, it can be as interesting as it is
gratifying.
So how do you do dream work?
You begin by remembering your dreams.
If you are a functional person, then you can bet you dream. The
human brain does not function without dreams. After only a
few days, we begin to lose the ability to distinguish fantasy
from reality (such as it is).
So if you’re not hallucinating, can still concentrate and make
decisions, then you can be sure you’ve been dreaming.
Remembering Your Dreams
To do dream work, of course, you need to not only dream, but
know what you dreamt.
Luckily, the Divine, or your Higher Self, or your dream self -whoever’s in charge of these things -- has been waiting for you
to start paying attention. They want to communicate with you!
And they are more than happy to co operate with you.
kermeezshroff@yahoo.co.in
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Perpetuating ‘Parsi’ness
P.T. delves into a new Penguin India
book where Author Avan Jesia has
created a mystical and mesmerizing
story about a Parsi family.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2012

About the Author
Avan Jesia has an M.A. in
Clinical Psychology. She teaches
English. She lives in Mumbai.

A

van Jesia is an inspired writer. In ‘Tower’, her Àrst book she takes readers into the walls of Framji Building where we
e
d
watch 3 generations of a family face the realities of life. The book deals with the depth Àlled and timeless themes of love and
death, loss and return, and the validity of faith. In the 1920’s a young man built his home in Mumbai. The years saw its roomss
Àll up, the looming threat of their emptying, and eventual deliverance from that threat. Echoing with ghostly voices from the past,,
and watched over by the three Fate Sisters, Framji Building is at the heart of this epic tale of loss and longing, charged with gothic,,
n
supernatural and magical forces. Lyrical, allusive and inspired, marrying myth and matters of fact, Tower is a profound meditation
on life, death and what lies beyond.

P.T. chats with Avan Jesia...
37 I’m assuming Tower
refers to the Tower of
Silence...?
$-On a surface level, yes. But in a sense it alludes
to the house where the story takes place.
37What does a general audience take away from
this story? What about a Zoroastrian Reader?
$- The story addresses universal themes such
as family, home, motherhood and the validity of
faith. Although Tower has a very obvious Zoroastrian
setting, i think the themes are universal and i
hope they transcend any circumscribed religious
parameters.
37 You speak of Validity of Faith? What does it
mean to you as a writer?
$- The same thing that it means to anyone who’s
ever questioned the truth in their beliefs. The extent
to which you’re personal philosophy clashes with,
challenges, and then either refutes or accepts what
you are told is the immutable truth.

37 As an author, what has
been your motivator and who
have been your strengths

through this process?
$- I think the love of the written word, which
my mother gave me almost as soon as I could read.
Also, the need to set down the stories you have
heard growing up. Every family has a wealth of tales
and as you add to the saga, it’s important I think
to acknowledge and perpetuate the earlier stories
before they are forgotten.
37 Any message for young budding writers in the
PT audience?
A.J.: Read. Choose your books carefully, there’s only
so many you can read in a lifetime. Read, read, read,
and then read some more. Then you can write.
37 Do you think the case of Framji Building is a
representation of the lives of the Mumbai Housing
Story of the Community at all?
$-No.
37 A Àrst book is a daunting task? Are there any
plans for a follow up?

$-I don’t know as yet.
37When is the launch and will you be travelling to
book readings etc?
$- The book’s being released in November, and I
guess I’ll go where my publishers send me.
37 Love, Death, Loss and Return… which of these
themes do we need to understand the most to be
able to appreciate this book?
$-They’re so intertwined in this story that I don’t
think you can really pry them apart.
37Recently the Community has been portrayed in
the Main Stream media with a Áurry of movie releases
and advertising campaigns… describe in a few words
the Spirit of the Parsi Community as you see it?
$-There are many things about our Parsi ways that I
don’t subscribe to. I think they diverge tremendously
from the Zoroastrian faith.
37Tell us a bit about your family.
$-Everything I’m willing to tell is in the book. Read
it, and I hope you like it!

