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Dear Readers, 
When I was much younger I heard a story that clung to my memory. A 
drunk had 2 sons. One grew up to be a drunk and when he was cursed said 
‘What can I do, I learnt from my father?’ and the other grew up to be a well 
respected doctor and when he was praised said ‘What can I do, I learnt what 
not to do from my father!’
In all its complicated splendor, life remains but a simple series of choices 
made based on the examples that crowd the stage in front of us. It is how 
you perceive those choices and how you pursue your options of choices that 

dictate much about where you are right now and where you are headed.
This week, Parsi Times celebrates the greatness in Community living by dedicating our pages 
to current Community Coverage that celebrates the right choices being taken everywhere. 
The choice to work as a family by the Standard Chartered runners, the choice to pray hard 
and play harder on the running track by sporting Ervads, the choice to learn and celebrate 
Entrepreneurship, the choice to join your Baug in a  Youth Association or an elderly gathering 
to do good things for those around you.

aking the right choices and dedicating the right amount of time is always dif cult. But as the 
lifetime of a dedicated and strong personality like that of late Pandit Jal Balaporia teaches us 
(Pg.24), it is always worth it when you make the right choice and take the harder steps.
Freyan
freyan@parsi-times.com

POINT TO NOTE: It’s the message, not the messenger you might be mad at! 
Please Note: The opinions expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of readers and contributors and do not necessarily express the opinion of our Publication. We reserve only the right to ‘edit for quality’ and the right to not publish letters intended for 
this section, that e nd less than suitable in tone or expression. If anyone has any doubts and issues about the content of the letters, they are requested to contact the individual authors if his  her details are mentioned.

Dear Editor 
Every day, many of us out 

of sheer habit make it a point to 
read the -Parsi Maran Column 
or BPP Paiast List just to see if 
someone known to us had left 
for heavenly abode and to pay 
our last respects. These days, I 
am happy to note that at least 
on three days out of seven, the 
announcement in Gujarati reads, 
which translated means that 
no death has been registered at 
Doongerwadi on previous day.I 
am glad that the number of my 
Community has not got reduced 
but if I were a BPP Trustee, in 
favour of setting up an Aviary, I 
would be immensely concerned 
if not alarmed. The reason 
being how would vultures 
survive without food. The 
corpses consigned to the pits, 
earlier called Dakhmas, on the 
remaining days of the week, 
are of old persons, either bag of 
bones or full of drugs.

If IUCN (International Union 
for Conservation of Nature)  is to 
be believed, for such additional 
or supplemental feed, the birds 

would be transported in Air 
Conditioned Vans to Borivali.

Reading the article in Times 
of India which states that whose 
news has been reported from 
Imphal- reproduced here 

Imphal-A rare Himalayan 
vulture has found a new home 
in a zoo. Barely a month ago, it 
had shifted from the grasp of 
poachers to the garden of a house.

However, the demand of 
food proved too heavy for the 
Churachandpur resident, who 
failed to afford 4 kg. meat to 
feed the enormous bird per day. 
Finally, the bird was handed 
over to Manipur zoo authorities. 
The rare Himalayan vulture, 
which weighs 9 kg and stretches 
up to 7.5 feet with its expanded 
wing, was captured at the 
remote Tipaimukh sub-division 
in neighbouring Mizoram by 
poachers, local sources said.

Amazed by it’s gigantic size 
and elegant look, the vulture 
was bought at an undisclosed 
amount by the individual, a 
restaurant owner, in December 
last year, the sources added.

Besides the huge demand 

of food, the stink emanating 
from its food and its excreta, he 
handed over the vulture to the 
zoo of cials on Tuesday, after 
contacting the district’s deputy 
commissioner.

If I were a Trustee of BPP, I 
would be an extremely worried 
man, eager to beat a hasty retreat, 
i.e. if I understood nancial 
liability of a public charity Trust 
as a responsible and an alert 
Trustee.

2) While refusing to allow 
use of a Bungli at Doongerwadi 
for prayer facilities to Parsis 
opting for alternate methods 
of disposal, the self appointed 
scholar Trustee  had contended 
that if those who were not 
satis ed with the system, and 
preferred alternate mode of 
disposal of dead, they should 
make their own arrangement for 
the place out of their own funds. 
Now I put before the Community 
the same argument. If those who 
think that Solar Concentrators, 
on which Community depended 
for a decades or more, is nothing 
but a solar cremation and there 
is need for Aviary then they 

should also make their own 
arrangements for the funds to 
bring back vultures at their risk 
as to costs. Is that not logical?

3) Till around April 2012, the 
same Mistree, claimed and that 
is recorded, that the system was 
working well. All of a sudden 
he contends that Solar Panels 
are solar cremation. Now my 
question is, if it was so then 
why did he say that system was 
working well? By admitting that 
Solar Panels are dysfunctional 
are not the same individuals 
con rming what Dhan Baria 
exposed some years ago?

4) If my memory does 
not betray me, one self styled 
“Scholar” had then uttered that 
those who wanted to use Bunglis 
for prayers should not consider 
the BPP property as “Baap no 
Maal”. Suddenly, the funds of 
Parsi Panchayet seem to have 
become “Baap no Maal” of some 
avid supporters of Aviary.

Those who are in the habit of 
placing their foot in their mouth 
should at least now learn that 
every word that is uttered will 
haunt them after a few years.

Let those who are in favour 
of Aviary, make necessary 
arrangements to raise the funds 
for the experiment and not to 
touch the corpus of the BPP 
for after all it is no individual’s 
“Baap no Maal” but that of entire 
Community including those 
who oppose such ‘projects’.  
An uncharitable  comment  
doing rounds is that the Aviary 
Project has been ‘conceived’ 
by some ‘geniuses’ as Gratuity 
Bene ts for retiring Trustees, an 
allegation,  to which I disagree. 
To me it is an election gimmick 
for 2015. By the way, Parsi Times 
has provided the details of 
Attendance by individual B.P.P. 
Trustees and for two sitting 
Trustees, it appears, punctuality 
is a perennial casualty.
Homi Dalal
Perth, Australia

Dear Editor, 
This is in obeisance to the 

magni cent Ghambar hosted 
for the Zoroastrian Community 
by the renowned construction 

New admissions will be accepted at Dadar 
Athornan Institute, (managed by Athornan 
Mandal) from June 2013 for Athornan children 
from Std. I to IV. Complete (sampurna) Mobedi 
Training leading to Navar and Maratab, academic 
education up to S.S.C. in the D.P.Y.A. High 
School, basic knowledge of religion and Iranian 
history is provided absolutely free of costs, as 
also nutritious food, comfortable boarding and 
homely care.
 
Admission forms should be collected, filled 
and submitted before 15th March 2013 from: 
The Principal, Dadar Athornan Institute, 651-
52, Firdausi Road, Mancherji Joshi Parsi Colony, 
Dadar, Mumbai 400 014. Tel: 24138086.
Athornan parents are invited to avail of the 
wonderful facilities offered by this Institute.

Contd. on Pg. 14
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There is a Young Parsi boy in coma in hospital in Mumbai.
Cherag Soli Desai is 23 years old.

On the night of Dec 16th 2012, he met with a horrible 
motor bike accident in New Mumbai. Cherag’s friend 
who was riding the motor bike died on spot and Cherag 
was rushed to hospital by some of his other friends who 

were behind him on other motorbikes.
Cherag has been in coma and on ventilator in ICU for 
more than a month now and is being hospitalized at 
Gandhi Memorial Hospital in New Mumbai. He was also 
operated for blood clot in his brain which is the main 
reason he is still in coma, only has been responding 
since few days a little bit. He was also operated for 
multiple fractures on his leg, it is going to be a long road 
to recovery for him and his family and an expensive one. 
The weekly hospital bills are Rs. 1.5 to 2 lacs per week 

approximately $2,000 .
Cherag has been trained to be a priest at Dadar Parsi 
Madresa and his grandfather served at the Dadar Parsi 

Colony Agiyari for years.
 This is an earnest plea to all Zoroastrians to find 
compassion in their hearts and be generous and donate 
whatever they can to help in the financial cost for 

Cherag’s recovery .

Contact Soli Desai on his cell no +91-9960021017
You could alternatively send a check payable to Cherag’s 
dad “Mr. Soli Desai”, the address is Soli Desai, Sripal 
Complex, B-5, Yamunaji, Virar (W), Dist: Thane. 401303. 

Maharashtra, India.

MAZDA CO-OP 
HOUSING SOCIETY

(Bhilad Road) Sanjan 
will be celebrating the 
Thanksgiving Jashan 
along with the Annual 
get-together and 
dinner thereafter on 
9th February 2013, Roj 
Astad, Mah Shehrevar 

4:30 p.m. onward.

It was a day that made 
15 young children forget 
about their physical 

pain and enjoy just being 
children. 15 young Cancer 

patients gathered 
in the picturesque 
Rustam Baug to enjoy 
a Painting Competition 
and a gala organized 

by the Rustam Baug 
Association and the 
Dhanwantari Medical 
Trust. 

The children 
interacted with the 
elders in the Colony, 
played, felt at home and 
some even won prizes! 
Interactions of this sort 

are immensely important as 
they put smiles on faces and 
happiness in hearts that need 
it. Parsi Times looks forward 

to covering more of these 
events and encourages even 
our young ones to play a role 
in organizing and executing 
days of fun for everyone!

The Avatar Meher Baba Homeopathic Care Centre will run 
on every 3rd Wednesday of the month.

The Avatar Meher Baba Bombay 
Centre, Mumbai inaugurated 
its Homeopathic Charitable 

Dispensary on the 16th of January 2013. 
Garlanding of Beloved Baba was done by 
Dr. Jehangir Major and Perin & Nariman 
Mehta, followed by lighting the Diva 
by Cyrus Khambata, Vice President of 
the Centre. Approximately 25 people 
including Baba-lovers and others were 
present.

Dr. Major gave a brief talk on the 
history of Homeopathy as a science of 
healing and answered a few questions. 
On the inauguration day itself, 11 patients 
were treated.

Zubin Taraporewalla 
and his victorious 
team are back 

from Delhi. Zubin’s team 
“Mumbai University” won 
the bronze medal (3rd 
position) in the All India 
University Tournament 
held at Jamia Milia Islamia, 
at Delhi. Zubin gives full credit to their coach as he puts it 
in his own words: “A salute to our Super Coach of Mumbai 
University Mr. Sharad Grover for his support”. 
Best of  luck Zubin!

LATEST UPDATE FROM TT CHAMP ZUBIN
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Team Salsette Parsi Youth (SPY) had 
hosted the rst Box Cricket inter 
Colony tournament at Salsette Parsi 

Colony on 27th January 2013 where there was 
a erce competition across six teams from 
various Baugs i.e. Panthaky Baug (Team A & 
B), Gamadia Colony, Gilder Baug & Salsette 
(Team A & B).

Amongst some outstanding individual 
performances, the eventual race was a close 
affair between Salsette A and Panthaky Baug 
A teams. While the Salsette A team had the 
upper hand in the league game between the 
two sides, the nal was won by the Panthaky 
Baug A team. Heartiest congratulations to 
Team Panthaky Baug for their outstanding 
performance.  The winners and runners up 
were awarded with cash prizes. Team Salsette 
Parsi Youth (SPY) continues to promote 
various activities for the Community members 
on a regular basis and we look forward to have 
more tournaments jointly with other Colonies 
in near future. 

Parzan Cyrus Nariman 
has won 2 Silver medals 
(boys U-  years) at the 

Maharashtra State Sub Junior 
Athletic Championship held at 
Aurangabad recently.

In a journey that began 
with completing the Singapore 

Marathon (kids’ run) at age 3 and winning the individual 
championship for boys U-6 years at the All Parsis Annual 
Athletic Meet, 7-year old Parzan has been regularly winning 
medals at all events that he has participated in, including 
Mumbai Suburban District, Bombay YMCA State Level, 
Mumbai Inter-School, Maharashtra Region Inter-ICSE Schools 
as well as other club-level and school-level athletic meets. In 
the 2012-2013 athletic season till date, Parzan has won 6 Gold, 
3 Silver and 4 Bronze medals. 

This Class II student of Maneckji Cooper Education Trust 
School trains daily at Dominic Savio Sports Club, Andheri 
and has also consistently won Gold medals in all sports 
competitions held in his school.

rzan Cyru Narimanaarzrzazaan CyCyryruruus NaNaarrimimmaan

On the 27th of January 
at the small and 
humble Neville 

Wadia Hall of Rustom Baug. 
Ahura Support Group invited 
Anju Venkat and her team 
from The Health Awareness 
Centre to the families of the 
differently abled. 

Despite the long weekend 
syndrome that usually 
engulfs the city there was a 
good turnout at the no frills 
function. The focus of the 
event this time was on ‘what 
we eat and how we eat’. 

When so 
many issues vie 
for attention in 
daily life, we 
often forget to 
eat well. The 
market driven 
time conscious 
i n d i v i d u a l 
and family 
often search 
for convenient 
food and in the 
process land 
up consuming 
l i t e r a l l y 
“dead” and 
euphemistically 
p r o c e s s e d 
food. Taste 
a t t rac t iv eness 
and packaged 

food often masquerades as 
“health food” and fools the 
parents and children. We are 
what we eat and food is one of 
the very important means to 
achieve wellness. 

And so the children 
arrived armed with kitchen 
equipment for the heath food 
lesson of the day. 

Before the tiny Chefs 
got to work, Anju Venkat 
and her team comprising of 
Preeti Vaid and Shipa Chawla 
along with helpers Jayashree, 
Nanda, Prachi, Rajashree and 

Das took the kids through 
some lymphatic drainage 
movements (rhythmic 
repetitive movements of the 
arms and the legs)  followed 
by chanting (which allows the 
senses to shut, calming the 
mind) and application of rose 
water eye pads (which 
energizes the nervous 
system).

The calming 
music with the 
clear instructions 
of Preeti and 
the help of 
v o l u n t e e r s 
enabled the 
c h i l d r e n 
to connect 
and energize 
themselves and 
prepare for the 
activity planned. 

Cutting boards, 
kitchen knives, peelers, 
lemon squeezers salad bowls 
and mixing spoons were 
removed and the kids got 
down to slicing, dicing and 
prepping their salads. Extra 
garnish was also provided. 

While the kids cooked up 
the salad feast, parents sat 
outside the hall and discussed 
the health food crisis and some 
solutions. Doubts, questions 
and myths surrounding 

food and the practicality of 
adopting healthy food eating 
practices were emphasized by 
the real master Anju Venkat. 
Most parents had questions 

and Anju had convincing 
answers for every query. They 
were explained that a diet 
based on fruits, vegetables, 
nuts and sprouts was the 
way forward and this was not 
only desirable but practically 
possible.

The dangers of processed 

food and, unhealthy eating 
habits and the role stress 
played in wreaking havoc 
on the body systems were 
discussed in detail.

Post discussion the kids 
shared salads eagerly with 

their parents and everyone 
enjoyed a lovely 

meal. To celebrate 
the health food 

concept each 
dish served was 
healthy, fresh 
and chemical 
free. 

E v e n t s 
that focus 
on creating 
h e a l t h y 

environments 
for us all 

are extremely 
important and 

educative. Most 
families went home 

enthusiastic to make a 
change in their lifestyle and 
eating habits. 

The Health Awareness 
team left behind their 
information and a promise to 
help Ahura Support members 
in their quest to make the 
change they wished to adopt 
in their lives. 

The Ahura Support Group reconvenes to show Community members how to stay healthy on the inside. 
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About us
The Ahura Support Group 

was initially formed by individuals 
desirous of providing comprehensive support 

to families with differently abled persons facing 
mental and physical challenges. The group has revived 

itself lately and does a monthly activity for families with 
special children, wherein it fosters a common fellowship 

and problem solving approach, along with dissemination of 
authentic useful information to families. 

The Health Awareness Centre on it’s part was formed in 19 9 
by Dr. Vijaya Venkat, to promote the concept of wellness as 
opposed to illness much in the way we talk of ‘differently-

abled’ as opposed to ‘disabled’. They have their centre 
in Worli and they conduct courses, open houses and 

counsel persons who wish to improve their life.  
Therefore adding “Life”!!! to Life creates 

the synergy of purpose that both the 
organizations in their own way 

wish to achieve. 
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Some 20 years back we 
ve families (Mr. & 

Mrs. Katrak, Mr. & Mrs. 
Kapadia, Mr. & Mrs. Marker, 
Mr. & Mr. Kalianiwala and 
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkari) one ne 
Sunday evening, were having 
a pot luck party.

As we were having various 
discussions Mrs. Homai 
Katrak said that somewhere 

in Mumbai this type of activity 
is going on (getting one cook 
giving him all ingredients and 

the cooking for them all).
As we were discussing Mr. 

K. Kapadia suggested why not 
we also start this activity in the 
Baug! Mrs. H. Katrak went one 

step forward and suggested 
why not we few volunteers 
cook the food! Many pros 
and cons were discussed and 
ultimately it was decided that 
this can be tried out for one 
year.

The main motive behind 
this food festival was that 
residents can gather in 
large numbers, exchange 
pleasantries and overall 
friendly atmosphere is created. 
I have seen with my own eyes 
some sulking people on that 
day meet, shake hands and 
chit chat! Wow! Jo Karna Tha 
Hamney Kar Dikhaya! Jeevan 
Sarthak Ho Gaya!

It was then decided that 
The Malcolm Baug Parsi 
Gymkhana will organize this 

Community Food Festival as 
many of us were already on 
the Gymkhana Committee.

Many rules were formed. 
Firstly this festival was 
restricted to only Parsis of the 
Baug. We decided to issue 

coupons to get the almost 
exact number of persons 
going to eat. We also needed 
volunteers to cook (at least 10 

so that each cooking for 40 will 
get us the magic gure of 400 
which we expected). Very 1st 
year we got as many as 15. The 
food was then simple (Mutton 
Dhanshak and no frills added 
to it). Gulshun Kapadia and 
Aloo Tavaria were entrusted 
with issuing of coupons.

Wow! Very 1st year the 
response was overwhelming! 
As many as some 300 from 
the Baug ate to their hearts’ 
content. The early response 
prompted us to continue and 
today With God’s grace we 
have plenty of volunteers not 
only to cook but to run the show 
overall. Here I would specially 
mention that Mrs. Homai 
Katrak is the commander in 
chief for the cooking section. 

She gets volunteers, gives 
them instructions regarding 
the mode of cooking, supplies 

Tapelas to cook, etc.
Many things are added 

over the years like Kachumbur 
with lime, Kababs, Sweet dish 

(Jalebi, Kul , etc). Also we 
have kept open for those who 
were and are members of the

The Deets on the Eats!
The 20th Food Festival at Malcolm Baug stretched from 

11:30 am to 3:30p.m. this Republic Day.
It began with the crowd singing the National Anthem, 

playing a spot of Housie and awarding Scholarships to the 
students of Malcolm Baug who have engaged and excelled in 
various elds. The Scholarships were sponsored by The Pinaz 
Xexses Master Foundation. The Humbandagi was followed 
by massive cooking spree and of course the enthusiastic eating!

As Khushru Kapadia says ‘Jee Lo Khushi Say Jee Lo!...
Yeh Jindagi Dobaara nahi Milti!’

The Malcolm Baug Community Food Festival celebrated its 20th Year this Republic Day. Join Parsi Times as 
we enjoy this story of how a small group of friends upscaled their regular lunch into a Community affair!

Article contributed by Khushru Kapadia

The young and energetic 
of ce bearers of Cama 
Youth Association 

(CYA) organized the rst 
Republic Day Celebrations at 
Cama Park, Andheri West, on 
26 January 2013.

The Indian Flag was 

ceremoniously hoisted by 
Mr Wadia, a respected senior 
citizen of the colony.  

This was followed by 
speeches by three young 
boys of the colony on topics 
such as the importance of our 

Cama Park Celebrates 
REPUBLIC DAY

By P.T. Reporter Parvez J. Daruwala

Contd. on Pg. 14

Contd. on Pg. 14
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Contd. on Pg. 16

WZCC held their 
Annual General 
Meeting in 

the grand Hotel  Marina 
Mandarin, Singapore on 4th 
January 2013.

The gathering was an 
impressive representation of 
the gathering of the Global 
Zarathushti diaspora. The 
formal proceedings as well 

as business sessions held a 
cordial air yet tinged by a 
great sense of camaraderie. 

The International avour 
of the event was brought about 
by the quality of presentations 
and interactions. The speakers 
were impressive and inspiring 
and their suggestions valuable 
for the younger generations. 

Global President, Mr. 
Minoo Shroff opened the 
Meet underlining the credo 
of WZCC “Industry and 
Integrity” in his speech. He 
stressed that these are the 
quintessential qualities of 
our Zarathushti Community 
which have stood the test of 
time and have been the bedrock 
of success of Zarathushti 
enterprises. He counseled the 
youth never to stop learning.  
He countered the oft-repeated 
question raised – “what is 
in it for me?” for becoming a 
member and participating in 

activities of bodies like ours.  
He emphasized that the very 
essence of learning is through 
networking. Besides, those 
who have achieved success 
in life should in turn ask the 
question “what can I do to 
contribute?”.  This can be done 
only by seniors sharing their 
invaluable experience and 
thus empowering the younger 

generation to ful ll their 
aspirations. He elaborated 
on the huge opportunities 
for trade and investments in 
South East Asia and other 
emerging countries.  

Mr. Rohinton Rivetna, the 
founder President of WZCC 
spoke of the history of the 
WZCC which has completed 
12 years. ‘Business growth 
would lead to Community 
growth,’ he said. 

Mr. Rustom Engineer, 
Global Vice-President, brought 
the “Economic Forum” on the 
scene and introduced the Panel 
Moderator, Mr. Neville Shroff, 
who specially ew from Hong 
Kong.  Mr. Neville Shroff, 
Chairman and CEO of Shroff 
& Co. Ltd. then introduced the 
following Panel Members

i) Mr. Kai Taraporevala, 
Founder & MD, Tethys 
Ventures, Singapore.

ii) Mr. Rajeev DeMello, 

Head of Asian Fixed Income, 
Schroders Investment 
Management Singapore.

iii) Mr. Hoshi Deboo, 
President, Asia Paci c  and 
Japan, Esko-Singapore.

iv) Mr. Dorab Mistry, 
Director, Godrej International 
Ltd. & Godrej International 
Trading & Investment Ltd., 
U.K.

Elaborating further 
the business scenario, Mr. 
Neville Shroff emphasized 
the importance of new and 
upcoming countries, namely, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos 
and Myanmar. Vietnam 
according to him is just about 
15 to 20 years behind China.  
Cambodia is growing but has 
limited capabilities.  Laos has 
pro-business Government 
there and has lowest labour 
cost.  Mayanmar is a promising 
new market and investment 
opportunities there are plenty.  
However, he clari ed that it 
would be better to do business 
through Singapore Banks.

Mr. Kai Taraporevala 
then gave a very interesting 
in-depth view of doing 
business in ASEAN Countries.  
According to him – Risks, 
challenges and opportunities 
are huge.  Very productive 
and young labour force is 

existing in these countries, 
infrastructure is improving 
and manufacturing, service 
industry together with 
Agriculture and Community 
businesses are growing.  
He further emphasized 

that one has to consider 
important factors like the 
concerned Culture, Selection 
of Local Partner, Politics 
and the relevant Rules and 
Regulations. 

(a)  Outstanding Zarathushti Entrepreneurs of  the Year 2012 :
         (i)  Ms Homai Engineer, Chairperson & MD, Industrial Boilers Ltd.
   (ii) Capt. Percy Meher Master (Co-Winner), Founder Chairman & MD of  Master Group of  Companies.
(b)  Outstanding Zarathushti Professional of  the Year 2012 :
        (i)  Mr. Bomi Bhote, Chief  Executive Officer, Grant Medical Foundation’s Ruby Hall Clinic,  Pune.
(c)  Outstanding Young Zarathushti Professional of  the Year 2012 :
        (i)  Dr. Zuleika Homavazir, Head of  Department of  Management Studies, Wilson College.
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P.T. Reader Marzban Ardeshir

Many have said that 
Mumbai ushered in 
the safest New Year, 

ever. The news channels and 
newspapers are full of reports 
on that. Few know why and 
how this happened. I am 
writing this to let you know 
how we in the Police force, 
were successful in ensuring 
that.

I was summoned to my 
head quarters, the of ce of the 
Director General of Police. My 
chief has two more of cers 
above him who report to a 
Minister. I went into his of ce 
and gave him a salute. 

“Gently, gently man. Don’t 
bang your foot so hard, I have 
had these bloody tiles replaced 
so many times. They are from 
the 1930s and dif cult to get 
matching ones. Sit you down 
and listen.” Said the chief.

“I am all ears Sir.” I said 
with a straight back and 
looked into his eyes directly. 
He avoided my gaze.

“Relax. The Minister has 
asked me to ensure that this 
year there is no hooliganism 
during the New Year eve. 
Mumbai must usher in the 
New Year with dance, fun and 
gaiety. There should be no 
drunken brawls, harassment 
of women and hooliganism. 
You and your men should 
be very strict and make no 
exceptions. Arrest anyone 
who misbehaves and release 
them only after sunrise. Is this 
clear?” He said.

“Yes Sir.” I said. This was 
nothing unusual. The same 
was ordered last year too, but 
a Policeman cannot be behind 
every citizen. We are greatly 
outnumbered as regards 
the population of Mumbai 
and incidents do happen 
when people do come out on 
streets to enjoy. All are not 
honourable citizens.

“OK, come on, we need to 
go to the Chief’s of ce. The 
Minister is there.” Said my 
Chief and got up. I followed 
with my cane stuck in my 
armpit. We entered and 
saluted. The minister did 

not even acknowledge 
our salute, though 
mine was for the 
senior of cer. I 
just cannot get 
myself to salute 
these types. The 
minister was 
unshaved, 
had a ring 
of different 
colours on 
each nger, 
may have 
emptied a bottle of 
oil on his hair, but his 
clothes were spotless. 
Why do all Ministers 
wear white chappals?

“Ministerji, this is the 
Western Zone Chief of Police, 
you have often met him and 
that is the of cer appointed 
for the special duty for New 
Year eve. He is capable and 
well trained. He will have 
60 Havaldars with him to 
maintain law and order.” I 
was introduced to the Minister 
by my Chief.

“Waat arrangement have 
you made to maintain dhee 
law and aarder, you answer 
me.” The Minister asked, 
pointing a gure at me. I 
noticed the long nail on his 
thumb, which had nail polish 
on it.”

“Ministerji, I have just been 
given this duty. I will collect 
my Havaldaars and plan the 
action with the control room.” 
I replied.

“Lo, kar lo baat. He is still 
preparing when the New Year 
is in 3 days. If I give such an 
answer, the High Command 
in Dilli will ask me to come to 
Dilli and make me wait for two 
weeks before they see me.” 
The minister was disturbed.

“Nahi Sir, the arrangements 
are all ready, but we have 
appointed this of cer today 
as we have suspended the one 
who was to do the job.” Said 
the Chief.

“Kyon suspend Kiya?” 
asked the Minister, spitting 
out the soopari that was stuck 
between his teeth.

“He was caught taking a 
bribe of Rs. 5000 from a beer 
bar.” The Senior Police of cer 
answered.

“Hope that was not my 
bar, I do not want any public-
city, good or bad, with that 
man Anna being in Mumbai.” 
The Minister said.

“No sir, we know your 

area 
a n d 

n e v e r 
enter it.” Cowed the 
Chief.

“Aaare 
… oose chhodd do 
y a a r , but take the 
m o n e y from him and 
you know what to do with it? 
Tell him I let him go because of 
New Year. Oh you there, you 
must make sure that the ladies 
behave on the New Year eve. 
OK?” The Minister changed 
the topic and came back to me.

“Sir, it is the men who 
indulge in hooliganism, rarely 
the women.” I said, which I 
was not supposed to.

“Aaarree, yeh bholanath 
kya khaak duty karega? Hum 
sub ko marvayega yaar, koi 
aur nahi mila kya tumehe?” 
said the irritated Minister. The 
chief winked at me, a sign for 
me to shut up and just nod.

“Nahi Sir, this man can 
handle 3 goons at a time 
and has a great reputation 
of coming down heavily on 
mischief makers. They run 
when they see him Sir. I have 
full faith in him, believe me 
Sir.” Said the Chief, who was 
our great supporter and never 
let us down, even if he had to 
lie about our capability.

“Theek hai, if anything 
goes wrong and I am 
summoned to Dilli, you will be 
transferred to a very bad place 
as punishment.” I bowed my 
head and heeded my Chief’s 
advise.

“You and your Havaldars 
must carry a six inch ruler.” 
The minister said.

“Why a ruler?” I blurted 
out on impulse. Both Seniors 
too had their eyes popping 
out.

“To measure the dress 
lengths of the ladies. If a lady 
is wearing a blouse, it should 
be only six inches below the 
neck. Only six inches above 
the knees should be dhee 
dress. If more than six inches, 
arrest them. They cause all 
the disturbances by such 

dressing..” The Minister said. 
I stared at my seniors.

“What do we 
do after arresting 

them?” Asked 
the chief.

“ A s k 
them to 
call home 
to get 

a decent 
dress. Let 

them change 
and join the crowd 

again. Order the six 
inch rulers today. I 
will sanction the 

cost,” said the 
benevolent Minister.

“I will do that sir,” 
said the chief. I was getting 
very irritated, but we are used 
to such stupid orders. 

“What about the men Sir, 
how do I use the six inches on 
them?” I asked, as my Chiefs 
were speechless.

“Daaarooooo. Check 
for Daarooo. Stick the ruler 
between their teeth, turn it so 
that the mouth opens wide, 
put your nose into their mouth 
to smell if they are drunk. If 
yes, arrest them. Very simple 
man.” The Minister advised.

“Drinking is allowed Sir, 
but drinking and driving is 
not allowed. We can check 
the drivers Sir and not the 
common man who is enjoying 
the evening.” I commented.

“Do as I say. Samjhhaa 
Kya?” to which I immediately 
said “Yes Sir.”

Saying all this crap, the 
Minister got up, came up to 
me, held me by the back of 
my neck, pulled me towards 
him. He was no doubt strong 
and said in my ear aloud, 
“I don’t want to be called to 
Dilli, mind it.” He tapped my 
shoulder, his rings hurt me, 
but I stood up to the torture 
and smiled. I did not salute. 
The minister walked out of 
the room forgetting to put on 
his chappals and was soon 
surrounded by the security 
gunmen and chamchas. I 
looked at the two senior 
Policemen and smiled.

“Do the bloody job well 
man, as my promotion is due.” 
Being the senior he read my 
mind. He then added with a 
sly smile, “If you do this well, 
I will give you an opportunity 
to send him to Delhi. You OK 
now?” Said my Chief. 

“I will do it Sir, you will 

not regret my appointment.” 
I said.

The Chief turned to his 
secretary and said; “Order 
some tea will you, the 
occasion in fact calls for a 
stiff peg actually.” Whilst 
we were having tea, a packet 
was delivered to the chief. 
He opened it and there were 
50 six inch rulers. The Chief 
was furious and threw packet 
towards me. I caught it and 
laughed, The tea was very 
good, as that calmed the chief.

On the New Year eve, I 
briefed my 60 Havaldaars. I 
did not mention the rulers, as I 
did not want to be laughed at. 
I inspected them and briefed 
them about the law and order. 
I had two six inch rulers in my 
pocket, just in case I met up 
with my Chief or the Minister.

“You must move about in 
Public with a stern look and 
there should be no tolerance 
to hooliganism. Use your stick 
and beat them on the spot. 
I also want you to join the 
revelers to usher in the New 
Year, but as a Policeman and 
not as a common man. Arrest 
only if you feel you need to. 
Have a great New Year.”

On the New Year eve, 
my team spread out. I was 
called twice as some men 
had to make an arrest and I 
approved. I went into Bars, 
saw the dancing, chatted up 
the girls, had some beer, got 
invited too, but reminded 
them of my uniform. The Bar 
owners put some money in my 
pocket, thinking I was spying 
on them, had food in a 5 star 
hotel kitchen, cannot eat in 
restaurant as I was in uniform, 
spoke to Katrina Kaif who 
had just nished her dance 
when I was eating, saw the 
dance of Mallika in another 
hotel and ushered the New 
Year at the Gateway of India 
with a group of college kids. 
I enjoyed the evening. I called 
the senior Havaldar to know 
as to how many arrests they 
had made. So grudgingly I 
went to the Police station. The 
cops had arrested 10 people, 
but one girl, partly drunk, was 
shouting at my Havaldars; 
“Do you know who I am? Shall 
I make a call? I will ensure 
you lose your jobs.” I did not 
care even to ask why she was 
arrested. Anyway they had to 
be let off in the morning.
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Year 2013: A Ray of 
Hope for the Indian 
Capital Markets

The year 2013 has started 
on a positive note with lot 
of things happening in the 
stock market and also at the 
Government front. The so 
called “Policy logjam” has 
been slowly getting cleared 
and the ray of hope is getting 
brighter. The Government 
has initiated series of positive 
actions which are good for the 
economy and also the stock 
markets. There have been 
couple of positive events that 
has taken place like 
in ation has come 
down to a two 
year low. RBI has  
reduce the Interest 
rates during its 
monetary meet on 
29th January.  The 
recent decision 
to free the diesel 
prices would help 
the Government to 
contain the scal 
de cit which is the 
core burning issues 
for the economy. 
The decision to 
rise the subsidies 
gas cylinders from 
six to nine has also cheered 
the commonman.  From the 
stock market perspective, the 
postponed of GAAR (General 
Anti Avoidance Rule) which 
created havoc for the Foreign 
Institutional Investors (FII) 
has been postponed till 2016 
which is a major relief for the 
markets. The markets gave 
a “thumps up” and have 

touched the 20,000 mark after a 
long time.  The postponement 
of the GAAR has also reduced 
the uncertainty which was 
reducing the ow from the 
foreign investors.  At the 
Global front also there has 
been some respite from the 
fact that USA has been able 
to manage the highly debated 
“Fiscal Cliff” that created a 
threat about the world biggest 
economy has also been cleared 
off. This has created some 
con dence at the international 
markets which otherwise 
were under severe pressure 
due to the US problems.  The 
next month would be crucial 
since the most awaited event 
of the “BUDGET” would 
come. This budget is very vital 
for the economy since it is the 
last budget before the general 
elections of 2014.  The interest 
rates also seem to have topped 
out and this time there is 
every possibility that the 
interest rates cycle make take a 
turnaround and start moving 
southwards. 

With all these feel good 

factors coming back, I am 
sure that this year would be a 
much better year for the whole 
economy and for the stock 
markets also.
The BSE Brokers’ Forum, 
Mumbai, India Update:

The Forum has been 
instrumental in inviting 
Shri Narayana Murthy for 
discussing how Forum 

could play a vital role in 
spreading nancial inclusion 
and nancial literacy and 
even hosting the visit of the 
Ambassador of Luxembourg to 
India H.E. Mr. Gaston Stronck 
for giving him an overview 
about the Indian Capital 
Markets and investments 
in India and vice versa. 
The Forum had organised 
seminars for member brokers 
on several themes such as, 
Role of Investor Advisors 
jointly with IMC, Trends in 
Mutual Fund Industry - Role 
of Distributors, “BSE Portals” 
which are important for their 
business development and 
an awareness program on 
Rajiv Gandhi Equity Savings 
Scheme jointly with CDSL. 
The Forum also participated 
in the “Financial Planning 
Congress 2012-2013” and 
was the exclusive “Support 
Partner” for this mega event. 

Forthcoming seminars 
include “Legacy issues in Will/
Nomination/Succession” and 
“Provisions of Companies 
Bill”, which would enhance 

the knowledge base of the 
members and provide vital 
insight in day to day working.

The Forum has been 
instrumental for doing several 
activities which are bene cial 
for the trading members’ 
fraternity in particular 
and capital market in  
general.

What’s In Store  
For 2013?

Its time to bask in the bright sunshine that 2013 
brings to the Indian Capital Markets. Find out why 

you can expect to smile! 
Mr. Vispi Bhathena, CEO and his 
colleague Dr. V. Aditya Srinivas, 
COO of BSE Brokers Forum 
join Parsi Times to share the 
economic landscape of India. 
Mr. Vispi is a professional with 
over 11 years of cross functional 
experience in Training, Program 
Coordination, Operations, 
Compliance, Strategy, Planning, 
Corporate Branding, and Team 
Management.
Dr. Aditya is a Ph.D in Economics 
and MDP from IIM-A. He is 
doctorate in risk management. 
With over 8 years of corporate 
exposure in nancial services, 
he has in depth knowledge on 
all the segments of the capital 
markets and nancial products.

Vologases IV, the eldest 
son of Vologases III came to 
the throne in 191 AD.  For 
almost ve years, he remained 
passive.

It is important now, to 
dwell on the Roman history 
of the period when Vologases 
became the king, as the 
histories of both the nations 
are interwoven. 

Emperor Lucius Aurelius 
Commodus (AD 180 to 1920) 
was the son of Emperor 
Marcus Aurelius. He was 
murdered by assassins under 
the instructions of his favourite 
concubine Marcia who had 
entered into a conspiracy 
with Letus the prefect of 
the Praetorians and 
Electus, the 
c h a m b e r l a i n . 
Lucius was 
a hedonist 
and given to 
debauchery. 
R o s t o v z e f f 
calls him 
“The second 
Nero.” For 
nearly a 
century after 
the murder 
of Commodus the 
Emperors were elected by 
the soldiers, thus the rulers of 
this period were called “the 
Barrack Emperors.”

The senate elected 
M. Helvius Pertinax, a 
distinguished senator as the 
Emperor. He was   the rst 
Emperor of what has come to 
be known as the “Tumultuous 
Year of the Five Emperors.” 
He attempted to instill 
discipline in the Praetorian 
Guards but they rebelled and 
killed him. After his murder, 
the Praetorian Guards 
declared that they would sell 
the succession to the highest 
bidder. Didius Julianus, a vain 
and wealthy bidder declared 
that he would pay a sum of 
25,000 sesterces to each of the 
twelve thousand Praetorian 
guards. 

There was a rush for the 
throne in three different 
quarters where the legionaries 
rebelled chose their respective 
commanders as Emperors 
and made them don the 
purple robes. Now there was 
Emperor Lucius Septimius 
Severus in Pannonia, Emperor 
Claudius Albinus in Britain 

and Emperor Pescennius 
Niger in Syria. The senate 
deposed the wealthy bidder 
Julianus after his short reign of 
sixty-six days, and sentenced 
him to death. They accepted 
Severus as the Emperor. 

The King of Parthia 
supported Pescennius 

Niger. He even 
p e r m i t t e d 

his vassal, 
Barsenius 
Hatra to 
send a 
contingent 
of archers 

to the aid 
of Niger 

who fought 
against Severus 

at Nicaea in AD 194. 
Parthia’s support to Niger 

created enmity with Severus 
who was a man of cruel and 
vengeful disposition. 

After Niger’s death, 
Severus decided to punish 
Parthia for siding with Niger 
and so he took up arms 
against Parthia. In 195 AD, 
he marched to Mesopotamia. 
King Abgarus VIII of Osrohene 
submitted to him and gave 
him his sons as hostages. He 
also gave him a large number 
of archers.

Severus conferred the 
status of a Roman Colony to 
Nisibis and made it his capital. 
He attacked Adiabene from 
Nisibis and made himself the 
master of this country.

Vologases had remained 
passive until now and had 
nothing to help his vassal 
king. In early 196 AD, 
Severus went back to Rome 
to divert his attention towards 
his rival Clodius Albinus 
in the west. Vologases 
took this opportunity to 
drive the Roman garrisons 
from Adiabene, recovered 
Mesopotamia and laid a siege 
to Nisibis. Nisibis however 
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Stars, Angels 
and higher 
S p i r i t u a l i t y 
are all part of 
being Kermeez 

Shroff.See what the week holds in 
store for your root number. To get 
your root number add the digits of 
your birth date, till you arrive at a 
single digit number. eg. 25-3-1988. 
take 25 only- add 2 and 5 = 7. You 
will hence read number 7. Enjoy!

9819221480 
kermeezshroff@yahoo.co.in

ars AngelsSta

N
ot a very good w

eek ahead. You w
ill feel isolated & 

let dow
n em

otionally. Tensions w
ill grip you. C

areer 
w

ise your plans m
ay not m

aterialize. This is due to 
lack of faith in one’s ow

n vision. G
ather your thoughts 

& you w
ill find inner strength to fight this tim

e out.
Lucky days – 4th, 5th & 8th Feb 2013.

Em
otionally a very fulfilling w

eek as you w
ill find 

answ
ers 

or 
solutions 

to 
pending 

issues. 
Your 

relationship w
ill grow

 correctly. C
areer w

ise also a 
good w

eek as a w
ish you w

anted w
ould be granted. 

D
o not fret over plans w

hich m
ay not go the w

ay you 
w

anted them
. D

o not take stress.
Lucky days – 6th & 8th Feb 2013.

You w
ill take tim

e out of your relationship to find out 
the best w

ay to solve issues. This is good. C
areer 

w
ise not a very good w

eek as things m
ay not go as 

planned by you. D
o not stress m

uch as your hard 
w

ork & craftsm
anship w

ill be appreciated.
Lucky days – 2nd, 3rd  & 4th Feb 2013.

Em
otionally you w

ill w
in a victory of kinds. H

ow
ever, it 

is im
portant to note that this victory is not sw

eet. Play 
fair & you w

ill reap rew
ards for the sam

e. C
areer w

ise 
your creative energies w

ill be at their best & hence it’s 
a good tim

e to delve in any project. D
o not be pensive. 

Learn to love the luxury around you som
etim

es.
Lucky days – 5th, 6th & 8th Feb 2013.

A very peaceful & good w
eek ahead. Em

otionally you 
w

ill aw
ait the fruits of the seeds you have borne. Be 

patient. C
areer w

ise it’s a fabulous tim
e to venture 

on new
 projects. A good tim

e for students as w
ell to 

study further or expect good results. M
ake the m

ost 
of this good tim

e.
Lucky days – 3rd, 6th & 8th Feb 2013.

Em
otionally you will see a little down tim

e, as you both will 
solve issues like sm

all children. Be the m
ature one & take the 

step ahead. Career wise you will be carried away into your past 
where you will find yourself m

issing the com
fort zone that was. 

It’s alright not to be satisfied with good if you are aim
ing for 

better. However don’t be a fool and m
iss golden opportunities.

Lucky days – 4th, 5th & 6th Feb 2013.

Em
otionally you will turn slightly superstitious. You have 

been having a good tim
e so far & so will want to lay low 

for a while so that the evil eye doesn’t catch up with your 
relationship. In other words you will act stingy of showing 
the happiness. Career wise it will be tim

e to turn intuitive 
& listen to the voice within for better answers. Be caring & 
nurturing towards your loved ones.
Lucky days – 3rd, 7th & 8th Feb 2013.

A good w
eek em

otionally. You w
ill now

 start planning 
for the future ahead as the foundation seem

s solid. 
C

areer w
ise a w

eek w
ith a few

 ups & dow
ns. H

ow
ever 

you w
ill be victorious throughout the scenes. Let go 

of your past fear so that you can clearly take on the 
future.
Lucky days – 2nd, 4th & 8th Feb 2013.

A very good w
eek em

otionally. You w
ill finally be 

able to go ahead w
ith w

hat you desired w
ith possible 

support from
 others. C

areer w
ise also a good w

eek 
as you w

ill patiently be rew
arded for all your past 

efforts. Its tim
e to m

ove on from
 past heartaches. 

Leave the old behind.
Lucky days – 3rd, 4th & 5th Feb 2013.

Fast Burst Camera
Many costly phones have this 
feature - in a single click, you 
take many shots (as many as 
30 per second) and then select 
the best one - maybe where 
the smile is best or the eyes 
are not closed.
This simple app, allows you 
to do just that. It takes upto 
30 shots per second. Just 
hold the shoot button for 
continuous burst. There is no 

lag. The full, paid version also supports ash, focus and 
zoom.
The app is great for sports shots, pictures of kids or pets 
or even analyse your cricketing action, frame by frame !
It is a must-have for those who want great photos with 
no second-chances.

Joining the 
Parsi Times 
pages with 
some fun, 
i n t e r e s t i n g 
and quirky 

things to do online, is 
Yazdi Tantra. A Chartered 
Accountant by training, 
Computer Consultant by 
Profession, Entrepreneur 
Developer by hobby and 
Trainer in his leisure time. 
Look up his latest blog www.
ConsumerResources.in for 
some useful resources, and 
on-lyne.blogspot.in for some 
more interesting Tech Stuff.

F t B t C

yazdi@on-lyne.com

Wearing specs is 
now in vogue 
and it makes 

you look like a sexy 
secretary. Wearing your 
hair around the style of 
your specs is even sexier! Give 
up those contact lenses and 
wear your specs.
You can either enhance your 
features or style with a radical 
pair of high fashion glasses, or 
blend them in with your face 
shape, so that they become 
part of your look, the choice is 
yours. But always take a friend 
with you when choosing a 

pair, a second opinion can be 
invaluable!
You should think about 
matching your glasses to a 
variety of different styles when 
visiting your hairdresser, even 
if you just like to wear your 
hair behind your ears one 
day and loose the next. If you 
want a hairstyle 
that suits two pairs 
of glasses let your 
stylist know before 
your hair is cut. 
Take them with 
you to the salon so 
you can try them on 
as your hair is cut. 

If your glasses are 
a black or brown 
metal colour you 
shouldn’t really 
have any trouble 
with colours. But 
if you like to have 
a little colour on your glasses 
remember that your hair may 
have to be slightly altered 
to match them perfectly. 

C h o o s i n g 
colours that 
c o m p l i m e n t 
each other 
will help you 
better. There 
are numerous 
tricks that can 
be used to hide 
many head 
shape issues 
when putting 
your hair up 
normally, let 
alone balancing 
your look 
when you 
are wearing 
glasses. Go for 
a look that is 
soft and curly 
around the ears 

for a feminine touch. Straight 
hair and glasses gives you a 
more stricter look.

Purveen Dubash is a 
chef with many knives in 
her pretty home kitchen 

cabinet. From TV anchor 
to educator to author she 
is armed with culinary 
skills to put your tummy 
into a hypnotic state. 
We are proud to present 
to you her recipes 
which have the unique 
distinction of being not 
only simple to follow 
but yummy to taste!

Short Crust Pastry
Ingredients:
200 grams softened butter
3 cups our
Pinch of baking powder
2 tablespoons castor sugar 
(for sweet pastry)
3-4 ice cubes
Directions:
Place all the ingredients in 
a large bowl. Beat with a 
balloon whisk, till the ice 
almost melts. 
Gently roll the dough into 
a soft ball. Cover with cling 

wrap. Place in the fridge 
for at least twenty minutes 
before use. Roll and use as 
pastry case. I hate such rich kids of poor parents and 

I shouted at her to stop. Just then the door of 
the Police Station ew open and in came the 
Minister with his horde of chamchas.

“Nanaji, get me out of here?” shouted the 
girl. My heart skipped a beat. I began to think of 
an excuse for arresting the girl. I put my hands 
in my trouser pockets and tried to sneak out. 
My hands felt the two rulers. I looked at the 
girl; she was wearing Jeans, but eurekaaa... she 
was wearing a low cut blouse.

“Who is responsible for this? Get her out of 

there. Wait till I nd out who is responsible.” 
The Havaldaar immediately opened the lock 
up and the girl ran sobbing into the arms of the 
Minister. The Minister moved his eyes from one 
Havaldar to another. All Havaldars stood with 
heads bowed. When our eyes met, I pulled out 
the ruler and showed it to the Minister.

The Minister grabbed his granddaughter 
and walked out of the Police Station. The 
Havaldars were puzzled and asked me, as 
to how a six inch ruler did the trick. I gave a 
wicked smile and walked away.

Contd. from Pg. 08
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Matrimonial alliance invited for 33 yrs 
old hotel management graduate holding 
the position of Executive Chef in a Five 
Star property in Chennai. Girls willing to 

settle down in Chennai need
Contact : allianceh80@gmail.com

The annual concert of 
Activity High School 
took place between 24th 

January to 28th January 2013.
The entire concert was 

a tribute to the Founder 
Principal Late 
Mrs. Dolat 
H. Doongaji.  
Over 450 
students in total 
p a r t i c i p a t e d 
in this annual 
ex t ravaganza 
whose origins can be traced 
back to the innovative spirit of 
the Founder Principal whose 
vision has propelled the 
school towards the success it 
enjoys today.

The rst part of the 
High School show was a 
presentation of the playlet 
“Life of Zarathushtra”, written 
by Late Mrs. Dolat Doongaji 
herself.  The play was directed 
by Mrs. Perin Bagli and Mr. 
Sam Bagli with invaluable 
inputs from teachers and staff.  
Students from the middle and 
senior school participated in 
the play which showcased 
the brilliance of the students’ 
dramatic talents and the 
attention paid to 
technical details.

The second 
part of the show 

included Western 
and Indian 
Dances that 
were brilliantly 
performed by 
students from 

Std. I to Std. IX.  The theme 
of the Western Dances was 
Broadway Hits and was 
entitled “Dare to Dream”.  The 
script written by Mrs. Niloufer 
Daruvala, was choreographed 
by Pearl Tirandaz and Frenaz 
Irani assisted by Dawood 
Qureshi.  The children danced 
enthusiastically to well-loved 
songs like You’re the one that 
I want, Diamonds are a Girl’s 
Best Friend and All that Jazz.

The Indian Dances 
centered around the theme 
of colours and was entitled 
“Satrangi Duniya”.  Written 
by Mr. T. Tiwari, the dances 
were choreographed by Mrs. 
Hetal Karmakar.  The brightly 

coloured clothes 
and the sparkle 
in the eyes of 
the children 

made it an altogether 
an enjoyable evening.  

The technical 
support of sound and 
lights was provided 
by Hanosh Dubash 

and his team.
The Chief 

Guest was 
Mr. Kayoze 
Irani, son of 
Mr. Boman 
Irani, who 
was acclaimed 

for his debut in the lm 
“Student of the Year”.  
Kayoze Irani returned to 
his Alma Mater to inspire 
the students to attain their 
dreams.  The Guest of Honour 
was Ms. Freyan Bhathena, 
Editor of Community 
Newspaper Parsi Times.  

The Montessori students, 
under the guidance of Mrs. 
Sheroo Desai presented an 
entertaining program of song, 
dance and acting entitled 
“Evolution of Clothing”.  The 
little ones all of whom were 
less than 6 years old, amazed 
the audience with their 
con dence and talent.

 
 
 

 
 

J.B.Vaccha School Fiesta 
The ex-students of the  

J.B Vaccha School, 
Dadar were proud to 

organize their annual Food 
Fiesta event on the weekend of 
19th-20th January, 2013. As the 
name suggests the Food Fiesta 
had a range of mouth watering 
cuisine right from Chinese 
to Malavani from Chaats  to 
Tandoori and sweet dishes. 
The Fiesta saw a great turnout 

of both young and old. While 
the parents & grandparents 
shopped around the various 
stalls showcasing clothes, 
household items, jewelry the 
kids had a blast on the various 
rides like the Water-boat ride, 
Bungee Jumping, Trampoline 
& others. The teenagers were 
busy shaking a leg at the Jam 
Session. The Ex-students had 
specially organized a Games 

Den which 
had ful lled 
games for 
the whole 
family.y
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Let’s discuss a Career 
Option where Passion 
Meets Profession. 

Welcome to the world of 
Game Design…

Many of us have spent our 
childhood days playing video 
games and computer games 
such as Super Mario, Road 
Rash, Mortal Combat, and 
Need for Speed. Kids and 

teenagers today are hooked 
onto games such as Angry 
Birds, Farmville, Rock Band, 
Grand Theft Auto, Counter 
strike, and Ages of Empires. 
If you are crazy about playing 
video games, and possess 
a creative and logical air 
for designing, then you may 
consider a career in Game 
Design. 

Possessing strong interest and 
liking for video and computer 
games is the rst basic criteria 
for being a professional Game 
Designer. But that is not 
all. You should be good in 
drawing and sketching. You 
need to be creative, innovative, 
detail oriented, patient, and 
systematic in your work. A 
successful Game Design is 
only possible by a combined 
effort of several gaming 

professionals. Thus, you 
should have the capability to 
work well in a team or group 
setting. Other skills required 
are strong analytical, time 

management and 
leadership skills. As 
a Game Designer, 
you should also 
possess good 
sense of colour, 
size, proportion, 
e x c e l l e n t 
v i s u a l i z a t i o n 
power, and follow 
a multidimensional 
approach to design. 
You need to follow 

the 3 C’s –-- coordination, 
cooperation, and conciliation.  

There are several parts to 
designing a game. Developing 
the overall theme, design, 
storyline, characters, 
animation, programming, 
level setup, sound effects, 
background setup are some 

of the stages 
involved in game 
design. Thus, 
several people 
are involved 
in creating a 
game. You could 
be working 
as a game 
designer, game 
developer, Game 
P r o g r a m m e r , 

Game Artist, Game Tester, 
Game Script Writer, 
Game Manager, Network 
Programmer or Sound 
Engineer. Game Designer 
is responsible for the 
playability, fun factor, game 
level designing and user 
interface of the game. Game 
Developer works on software 
development and deciding the 
rules and theme of the game. 
Game Artist uses his/her 
creativity to create characters 
and animate them in 2D and 
3D. Game Programmer is 
involved in designing and 
developing the program 

code of the game. Game 
Tester performs quality 
assurance and works on 

nding mistakes and 
bugs in the game. Game 
Script Writer creates 
the story of the game, 
and writes dialogues 
for various characters 
in the game. Sound 
Engineer is responsible 
for the overall acoustics 
and sound effects of the 
game such as explosions, 
crowd noises, and stormy 

weather conditions. Network 
P r o g r a m m e r 
develops the 
program code for 
game usability 
on the Internet or 
LAN setup. Game 
Manager ensures 
that the game is 
developed on 
time and within 
budget.  

If you are looking for a job 
role such as Game Designer, 
Developer, Programmer or 
Engineer then you should 
possess strong technical 
background in Computer 
Science, Programming, 
Networking, Engineering and 
Information Technology. Thus, 
a graduate/postgraduate in 
Computer Science, Computer 
Engineering, Computer 
Applications and Information 
Technology would be 
preferred for these job roles. 
If you are applying for job 
as a Game Artist, Sketch 
Artist, Storyboard Artist, 
or script writer, then you 
should possess strong creative 
background in animation, 
3D modelling, visual 
communication, graphics, 
VFX, sketching, caricature 
art, and creative writing. A 

graduate / postgraduate in 
Animation, VFX, Fine Arts, 
Game Art, and Digital Media 
would be preferred for these 
job roles. With growing 
interest in the eld of game 
designing, many institutes 
are now offering courses with 
a speci c focus on game art, 
game development, and game 
design.  

Pros: First of all, career in 
Game Design provides 
you a platform where your 
profession and passion are 

the same. If you are skilled in 
your work, you can get a good 
salary. Since this eld requires 
you to be creative and logical, 
you get 360° knowledge of 
both the elds of Arts and 
Information Technology. 
Cons: This career requires 
a detail oriented approach. 
You will be following tight 
schedules, and you should 
possess the ability to work in 
stress and pressure situations. 
Also, working hours can 
stretch to 10-15 hours a day. 
Since this is an evolving career 
in India, there are limited job 
opportunities. However, the 
scope of growth of gaming 
industry is very high.

You can take it from us that 
Journalism is an exciting 

eld but we bring you 
more options in the form 
of factual easy to read 
and interesting articles by 
P.T. Writer Farzad Minoo 
Damania. Farzad is a young  
yet experienced Career 
Counsellor and Corporate 
Training Specialist actively 
involved in conducting 
career seminars, 
counselling sessions, life 
skills training and more. 
You can connect to Farzad 
through contribute@parsi-
times.com or visit him 
at http://farzadminoo 
damania.blogspot.in
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Zamu’s place is a 
legendary restaurant in 
Pune city, more than 20 

years old but it’s reputation 
for dishing up some of the 
best sizzlers in town is still 
intact. The decor is old school 
and very cosy and reminds 
me of an American diner. 
When we walked in it was 
already packed and with some 
dif culty we managed to snag 
a table outside. Despite being 
a crowded Sunday night and 
customers all clamouring for 
people to take their orders, 
the staff was attentive 
and polite and even 
managed 
t o 

h e l p 
us choose what to order.  
On a crisp Sunday night 
such as this, it was the perfect 
weather to dine al fresco and 
we did.

We decided to get the 
bacon wrapped prawns and 
garlic chicken as starters. 
The prawns were yum and 
thankfully the bacon wasn’t 
hard and candied like most 
places. It makes it easier to eat 
because if the bacon is hard 

it’s tough to chew and I’ve 
even known instances in other 
restaurants where someone 
has cut their gum trying to 
chew hard bacon.  It’s served 
with a mildly spicy dip that 
compliments the prawns. The 
garlic chicken is accompanied 
with a sweetish mayo like dip 
which goes very well with the 
chicken. The dish reminds me 
of little chicken balls almost 
popcorn like and it’s a great 
starter to nibble on.

 My dinner date 
t o n i g h t 

wanted 
a vegetarian 
meal as she wasn’t up for 
a heavy meat dinner. Her 
vegetable cutlets were 
surprisingly good. Not oily 
at all and the lling had this 
lovely creamy potato with 
vegetables (more potato than 
veggies which is always good) 
and was served with Russian 

salad and 

F r e n c h 
fries. Since I’ve heard so 
much about the Zamu sizzlers 
I didn’t bother looking at 
anything else on the menu. 
I mixed it up a bit and opted 
for the make your own 
sizzler from the choices they 
had. So my choice of meat 
was beef, my choice of sauce 
was garlic sauce and I could 

pick 3 accompaniments so 
I chose French fries, herbed 
rice , mushroom and baby 
corn(counted as one) and 
grilled onions as my fourth 
option. I was expecting the 
sauce to be on the meat instead 
it was served on the side. The 
garlic sauce didn’t impress me 
I found it thick and very mayo 

like and 
t o 

b e 
honest 

was expecting a sauce not 
this thick almost dip like 
sauce. The meat I asked 
for was well done and 
was perfectly cooked. The 

baby corn 
mushroom, 
o n i o n s 
and fries 

added to the 
pleasure of a 

well cooked 
steak but I 

have to admit 
the stand out 

part was the rice! 
Herbed and avourful 

I’m so glad I picked this 
because it was the perfect 
addition to an already well 
made meal.  

For my rst ever Zamu’s 
experience I have to be honest 
and say I was very happy. 
My food was enjoyable, the 
service outstanding (I had 
heard otherwise) but I’m 
happy to report we were 

perfect) and the overall dining 
experience left me happy and 

very satiated. But a part of 
me can’t help feeling like I’ve 
missed out on some hot items 
on their menu. First being 
their Parsi Bhonu menu which 
I’ve vowed to come back 
sometime soon and sample as 
I’ve heard nothing but great 
reviews. Well Pune city is just 
a 4 hour car ride away and the 
Parsi Times team are foodie 
who are happy to travel for 
good grub. Something tells me 
this might have been the rst 
meal at Zamu’s but certainly 
not the last!

b i d B

Roxanne Bamboat is a 
pint sized girl who enjoys 
reading movies travel 
and is obsessed with 
food. She expresses her 
love for all things edible 
in her food blog http://
www.thetinytaster.com A 
freelancer in her profession 
she’s able to spend most of 
her time sampling the city’s 
food offereings and reviews 
them as well as shares a 
few of her favourite recipes. 
More often known as The 
Tiny Taster, she’s decided 
to take the world by storm 
- one plate at a time.

Zamu’s Place opened its branch in Goa not too long ago 
and already the quaint set up in Bardez has seen some 
rave reviews. In 2011 the new Zamu’s Goa won the Best 
Newcomer (North Goa, Standalone)  Award at The Times 

Food and Nightlife Awards 2011.
Visit them at Zamu’s Place, Ground Floor, Sanquawadi, 

Arpora, Bardez, Goa , 403518
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Visit Zamu’s @ Survey No. 189, Nirmala Apartment , Dhole 
Patil Road, Pune- 411001. Landmark - Akshay Complex.

Phone: 020-26123610
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house of Shapoorji Pallonji at their 
SP Infocity at Pune on the 11th 
and 12th of January 2013. 

It was perfectly planned,  
performed and sumptuously 
executed to the utter delight and 
grati cation of the Zoroastrians 
of Pune. It was splendidly 
perfect, stupendously superb 
and supremely delightful. It was 
indeed scenic, serene and sublime, 
having been performed by none 
other than the SP Group of 147 
years standing with 20 sectors and 
over 23,000 employees and which 
continues to grow from strength 
to strength like the proverbial 
‘Jonny Walker’ growing stronger 
by the day since 1865. BRAVO! 

May I venture to humbly 
suggest that the generosity of 
the SP Group may consider to 
establish a Library cum Museum 
at Pune. The SP Oriental lnstitute, 
a long awaited set-up on the lines 
of the renowned ‘K. R. Cama 
Oriental Institute’ at Mumbai, 
and the ’Meherjirana Library’ at 
Navsari and several others, in a 
city such as Pune renowned for it’s 
educational ethos? Besides, Pune 
in recent times is having a sizeable 
Zoroastrian population which 
may avail of such an organization. 
For after all, Ghambars may come 
and Ghambars may go, but a 
Library cum Museum stands in 
testimony for all times to come of 
the worthy contribution of the of 
the Zoroastrian Community to the 
world of philosophy, literature 
and religious treatises down the 
ages, which is the legacy of all 
mankind. Perhaps, they may if 
so inclined consider inviting the 
great scholar and savant, Prof. 
Kaikhosrov Dinshaw lrani of the 
City College of New York (CCNY) 
with an incredible career spanning 
over six decades of Academic 
Career, for its opening ceremony, 
before its too late?
Dr. Dinshaw D. Kelawala

Dear Editor,
There seems to be sudden 

lull on the raging controversy 
relating to Aviary and breeding of 
Vultures. How come? Has it been 
laid to rest for good or rested for 
some while like the lull after the 
storm? How are we placed on this 
issue?

To me, it smacks of populism 
playing on the religious sentiment 
of the Community, which lacks in 
understanding of the religion, its 
precepts and practices.

Religion, without doubt, is 
a highly emotive issue and is 
deemed to be a taboo to chart in 
its turbulent waters. But then, we 
are rational beings. And, we, the 
Parsi Zoroastrians, are a forward 
thinking Community. Why do 
we then hesitate to rationalise its 
pecepts and archaic practices and 

change them, if need be, than be 
dogmatic?  

As I understand, Religion is a 
way of life, laying out the way for 
us as to how we live out our lives 
from Birth to the inevitable Death, 
now that we are born. And, why 
are we born and whither goest 
thou? But, in our hustle and bustle 
of life, we have no time to ponder 
and rationalise, but to follow 
the practices of our forefathers 
without question. Sad though, 
that while the Law of Nature is 
Evolution, which has brought us 
today from Stone to Space Age, 
we refuse to evolve when it comes 
to religious practices.

Be that as it may, as I have 
suggested in the past and 
maintain it to the day, the solution 
to the controversy seems to lie in 
cremation. Consigning the body 
of our dear departed Souls to the 
Holy Fire will, to my mind, be 
paying the ultimate and tting 
Homage to our Lord Ahura 
Mazda, we being the worshipers 
of Holy Fire, than to vultures as is 
the prevailing practice,  to pursue 
which this pet project and the 
ensuing controversy. Perhaps, in 
keeping with the times,  we may 
go in for electric crematorium at 
our Doongerwadi, which will be 
a one time cost, not an expensive 
proposition and easy to maintian 
than what is being contemplated.

Let us face it. We have Parsi 
Zoroastrians living all over the 
Globe including the far away 
places from Mumbai in India, and 
how do they handle the issue? I 
am sure, there are no vultures in 
those far ung places.

Likewise, there are so many 
other issues which need to be 
addressed /revisited to bring the 
Community together, which is 
fast disintegrating, because of the 
dogmatic attitude of our elders/
doyens of our Community.

we need to move with 
the times and the current 
contorveresy could turn out to be 
a precusor to many more changes 
to follow in the larger interest of 
our Community. I shall rest the 
matter at that.
Aspi Irani.       

Dear Editor,
Apropos “BPP Trustees 

Attendance Sheet 2012”, and your 
offer ‘If you have anything to 
say about it’ (PT 26 Jan 13), here 
is what I have to say. Will you 
publish it?

It is in colleges where 
attendance is important for if 
attendance is not up to the mark 
the student is debarred from 
appearing for the University 
Examination, but for Trustees, 
does it really matter?

We are all aware that at the 
time of elections they spent a 
bomb to buy votes, and were duly 

elected by the bawas, as their 
chosen Magni cent Seven, so why 
complain now? Parsis have got 
the Trustees they deserve.  That 
apart in their many many festas, 
nowhere did they promise that 
they will be punctual or will not 
gootli, from meetings.

Further is their punctuality 
and attendance very important 
and necessary? What are the job 
functions of these Trustees? If 
you ask me they have to collect 
donations, and pugrees, and 
spend the money and they are 
doing a wonderful job if you 
please.

Are we not aware of the 
Allotmentgate case in the High 
Court where they spent lakhs if 
not crores to let the Community 
know that not one, two, or ve 
but sixty- ve deserving, needy, 
poor,  people were overlooked in 
allotment of houses. Now mind 
you these are not those poor 
whose monthly income is Rs. 
90,000. Poor people with monthly 
income of Rs. 90,000, and who can 
afford to pay EMIs will of course 
get ats whose market value is Rs. 
70 lakhs for Rs. 20 lakhs, but the 
others, well the de nition of poor 
will have to be rede ned, till then 
they will have to wait.

Don’t we know; how to protect 
the Parsi religion, tarikat, ritrivaj, 
customs, traditions, so on and so 
forth, they issued a fatwa against 
two Mobeads and spent crores in 
the High Court, and lost the case. 
However it must be stated that in 
all sincerity they have moved the 
Supreme Court and will spend 
another fortune to protect the 
wider interest of the Parsi religion 
and Parsi Community.

And then what about the 
Vulturegate? Bowing to the 
wishes of the Parsi Popes, and 
the staunch orthodox, to protect 
the 300 years old practice of 
Dokhmenashini they have signed 
a MOU, with the State/Central 
Government, and their agencies 
to bring back the vultures, for 
which they have set aside Rs. 25 
crores, and will of course shell out 
Rs. 60 lakhs annually for 15 years. 
It is likely that due to in ation 
and price escalation of mutton, 
and diesel etc., Rs. 25 Crores may 
shoot up to 75 crores, and 60 
lakhs  may shoot up to 90 lakhs. 
But it is all in the interest of Parsi 
Dharam, tarikat, ritrivaj, customs, 
traditions, and to protect 300 years 
old Dokhmenashini.

So Bawas should appreciate 
the good work that is being 
done. In my opinion just like the 
Central Government Awards 
Bharat Ratna to Indian citizens, 
Parsis should institute an award 
called Parsi Ratna, and award it 
to our Trustees, in appreciation 
for the sweat and toil, they put 
in, to protect the Parsi Dharma, 
customs, tradition, ritrivaj, tarikat.

In the modern era physical 
presence, is outdated, even 
in courts you can examine a 
witness by conference call, and 
that should be introduced by 
Panchayet, for the convenience of 
the Magni cent Seven.

So instead of going overboard 
about attendance, Paris should 
start to do the spadework for the 
next election, and concentrate on 
the menu for attending meetings, 
and voting.

Do not forget that Parsis the 
voters you are “Ek din ka Sultan” 
once elections are over your 
market value crashes.
Behram Aga.
            

Dear Editor,
Where are the men? (PT 26 

Jan. 13), made interesting reading.
It creates an impression that 

Parsi of Dadar Colony are still in 
the British Raj Mode and consider 
themselves as “Brown Sahibs”.

Well the reality is that the 
British are gone and this is a 
communal democracy, where 
minority votes do matter. 
Unfortunately, Parsis are not 
considered important as minority 
vote, with barely 40,000 or so 
spread all over Maharashtra/
Gujarat.

If I am not mistaken roads and 
footpaths in Dadar  Colony are not 
exclusively meant for Parsis and 
are public property, for common 
use of public. Hence Parsis have 
no case to make noise about it.

All over Mumbai, footpaths 
are encroached upon by hawkers, 
and others leaving no space for 
pedestrians to walk who per force 
walk on roads with cellphones 
glued to one ear.

Recently, in Bandra the police 
crackdown, led to protests, and 
the MP, MLA, and the corporator, 
all in unison came out in support 
of the hawkers. 

To top it all sometime ago a 
lm shoot took place in Khareghat 

Colony, and buffet dinner was 
held at Doongerwadi. Apro 
Khurshed Dastur objected and got 
into the crosshair and ring line of 
the powers that be. So when in our 
own backyard, which are private 
property exclusively for Parsis, 
shoots and buffets take place 
what right does anyone have to 
demand exclusive rights to public 
footpaths.

And may I ask where were 
the Parsi women when Meher 
MasterMoos, and the Russian 
Zoroastrian Priest were given 
kundipaak in Sanjan? Well as the 
saying goes “Sa-oono rah tey 
vohu-no rah” What is sauce for the 
goose is sauce for the gander. We 
all have to live with lawlessness.
Behram Aga.

Contd. on Pg. 02
Constitution, The Republic 
Day and on the architect 
of the Indian Constitution, 
Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar.  
Husrav Sukhia, Shiyaan Patel 
and Daanesh Gandhi made 
these speeches, which inspired 
the other kids around and 
impressed the adults present. 

Mrs. Yasmin Katrak and 
Shiyaan Patel then regaled 
the audience with a heart 
touching rendition of ‘Nanna 
Munna Rahi Hoon, Desh ka 
Sipahi Hoon’.

Then Urzaan Patel’s 
troupe of young dancers 
took to the oor. First we 
had four  little girls and one 
small boy dancing on ‘India 
is the Best’ from the lm 
Judwaa followed by young 
boys and girls dancing to 
Vande Matram, set to rousing 
soulful music by the A. R. 
Rahman. The last was a dance 
by all these young dancers on 
‘Rindposhmal’ from the lm, 
‘Mission Kashmir’.

This was followed by a 
quiz on the Republic Day.  
The program was hosted by 
Kainaz B Patel and Aarish 
M Irani.  All credit to the 
enthusiastic bunch of the CYA 
youngsters who made this day 
so special. The program ended 
formally with a serving to all 
present of Snacks and Drinks.  
And of course we concluded 
by singing Jana Gana Mana.  

The fervour and patriotism 
for the nation was amply 
demonstrated by our Parsi 
youngsters and elders of Cama 
Park, at the Republic Day. We 
look forward to many more 
such celebrations. Jai Hind.

Contd. from Pg. 05

Gymkhana or The Malcolm 
Baug Zorastrian Association 
and do not reside in the 
Colony. We also issue two 
guest coupons to each 
volunteer who cook the food 
so that they can invite two 
of their friends or relatives 
residing outside the Colony. 
It is also kept open for the 
residents residing outside the 
Colony but in the vicinity of 
Jogeshwari.

Initially we used to choose 
the date at random according 
to the availability of the 
Malcolm Hall. But now since 
many years we have arrested 
26th January as the day for this 
Community Food Festival.

Contd. from Pg. 05
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Father and son duo Jehangir and Yazad are practicing a faith 
lled with grit and determination! 

60 year old Ervad Jehangir Rustom Mobedji, the Panthaky 
(Head Priest) at the Dadysett Agiary at Fountain has been 
running in the Standard Chartered Marathon for 7 years straight 
and has an impressive track record. 
He successfully completed the Half Marathon (21 kms) under the 
Veterans Category in 2007 (Timing: 3hr45mins) and 2008 
(3 hrs35mins). He has since then improved his skill 
and for the next few years has been running i n the 
Full Marathon (42 kms) under the Veteran 
Category. This year he completed the 
Full Marathon in 6hrs.9mins.51secs!
Evd. Jehangirji studied at the Sir J.J. Fort 
Boys’ High School where he played 
cricket and took part in other sporting 
activities. Besides running, Jehangirji 
has been training at the Cusrow 
Baug Gymnasium since 1973 and is a 
Personal Trainer since 2000. Says an elated 
Jehangirji, “We are thankful and grateful 
to the Gymnasium Committee members 
(past and present), residents and the youth, 
who have always been supportive of our 
efforts.”  Jehangirji is well-known in the 
Irani Zoroastrian Community as Dastur Jehangir. He specializes 
in Iran rituals, especially Irani weddings, (which are very 
different from the Parsi weddings).  He also practices the Bowen 
Therapy, a holistic multidimensional approach to pain relief and 
healing, named after its inventor Tom Bowen.
Apart from his Dastur lineage and wisdom this father has been 
able to pass on a sporting gene to his son, Ervad Yazad. 
Yazad focuses much more on weight lifting and is a contender to 
be reckoned with at the upcoming All India Zoroastrian Power-
lifting Championships scheduled at the DPCG Feb 24th onward. 
Here he will take part in all 3 events, viz., squats, bench-press and 
dead-lift. His track record in Powerlifting is impressive. In 2010 
he stood 2nd in the 60kg. Category at the All India Zoroastrian 
Power-lifting Championships bench-pressing a crazy 75 kgs! A 
year later, in 2011, he stood rst, bench-pressing 80 kgs!
Ervad Yazad Mobedji has not had it easy and is a ne example of 
how faith and focus can create change for the better. As a child 
he was slow to begin walking and speaking and underwent 
10 extensive surgeries and treatment. An enfeebled childhood 
has blossomed into an award winning and extremely respected 
adult life for Ervad Yazad as he now works with the Taj Group, 
Pwerlifts successfully and also does part time Mobedi with his 
father. 
Despite all odds, Yazad has also participated and completed the 
Half Marathon (21 kms) in under 3 hours 30 minutes in 2011 and 
2012 and in 3 hours 42 minutes in 2013. He has his sights set on 
the Full Marathon in 2014!
It is a wonderful thing to give back to society and running the 
Marathon is just another way that this family of Priests knows 
how to do it and also encourages us to follow.

Living in Mumbai can be tough on a family. Long 
work hours, irregular meal times and more can 
separate a group that may sleep under the same 

roof but are metaphorically speaking miles and miles 
away from each other. The toll on health is also felt. 

Meet the Wadia Family who have managed to 
celebrate the true meaning of family and tness in 
todays crazy City of Mumbai. 

The “Wadia Family”, resides in a Parsi colony in 
the suburbs. Father Firoze Wadia, 55 is an avid trekker 
and a black belt in Karate. Mother, Rashna Wadia is a 
regular at Gym. 

Elder son, Carlshen, 24 is also an athlete and 
practices martial arts and Farzad, 22, has keep himself t through his passion for football. 

The entire family loves to run! And what better place to enjoy running than together at the 
Standard Chartered Marathon! 

Training for such an event is no easy task but the family took up the challenge and trained 
hard enough to ensure completion of distance and that too in respectable time! 

Running a marathon is a marriage of tremendous dedication, discipline and consistent 
training. 

Firoze and Rashna dedicated their Sunday mornings to long runs (12 – 18 kms) in South 
Mumbai and ran shorter runs (8 – 10 kms.) thrice a week in their suburban neighbourhood. This 
attitude from 50plus parents who manage a job and tness so well inspired sons Carlshen and 
Farzad who added training to their hectic lifestyles as young people in new careers. 

In the pre dawn hours of 20th of January, 2013, the trained and excited Wadia family were 
there at the starting line of the Standard Chartered Marathon, celebrating their solidarity with a 
pre run warm-up. The family raced phenomenally. The 21.2 km stretch was competed by Firoze 
with a personal best time of 2hrs:12mins, by Rashna in 2hrs:50mins, Carlshen in 2hrs:05mins 
and for rst time runner, Farzad in 2hrs:38mins! 

Less than 3 hours after the race began the Wadias were on their way home in the car, medals 
in tow and already feverishly putting together a plan for the marathon next year! 

The Mumbai Marathon began a decade back and for most tness enthusiasts like the Wadias, 
running has transformed from a mere hobby to an integral part of regular life. Apart from long 
distance running, the family loves to travel, are all trained dancers and are dedicated volunteers 
at a Scout Troop.

The dedication and zeal of the Wadias towards their tness and determination is commendable 
and unique more so because they do it as a family; since today’s lifestyle leaves very little space 
for families to engage in activities together.

Contributed by a Fan of The Family
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Contributed by Dara M. Khodaiji

The Boys of Sir JJ Fort Boys High School at 

the Standard Chartered Marathon last month

Godrej Cares for Society
For the 6th consecutive year, 

Godrej & Boyce Mfg. Co. 
Ltd., having a strong belief 

in giving back to the society, took part in 
Mumbai’s most spirited event- The Standard 
Chartered Mumbai Marathon-2013 on January 
20, 2013.
Team of 75 committed Godrejites ran Half 
Marathon (21 Kms) from Bandra to CST, 
supporting Republican Sports Club (Merzban 
Patel, coaching underprivileged children to play 
Hockey), Vasantha Memorial Trust (taking care 
of cancer patients of weaker sections of society) 
and War Wounded Foundation (taking care 
of 10,000 War Wounded Personnel of Armed 
Forces).
It was not only 
running but 
also caring for 
the NGOs. An 
appeal was 
made to all 
employees of 
Godrej & Boyce, 
at Vikhroli 
and Branches, 

including Business associates/clients and Parsi 
Times readers, to come forward and donate any 
amount of choice, to nancially help the NGOs 
continue doing noble work for the needy. 
An overwhelming response was received, 
which resulted in collection of Rs. 14,03,309/-, 
compared to Rs. 10,08,400/- in 2012.
With a deep sense of gratitude and respect, we 
thank all contributors including Parsi Times 
readers, who not only made a difference but 
also made all of us proud.
It is said that whatever we give always comes 
back and the cycle goes on. The donors have 

been a strong 
motivator for 
this drive, is a 
matter of great 
inspiration for 
us to undertake 
similar more 
efforts for the 
good of the 
needy and 
underprivileged.

By Nariman Bacha
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held out.  The Parthians crossed 
the Euphrates and overran the 
plains of North Syria. Severus 
defeated Albinus in 197 AD 
and turned again towards 
Asia to restore the lost Roman 
lands. He had a eet of ships 
built. It was his intention to 
sail down the Roman side of 
the Tigris. Unfortunately, the 
swift currents carried the ships 
down to the Parthian territory 
near Ctesiphon. Vologases 
was in residence here at that 
time. Taking advantage of the 
element of surprise Severus 
landed his troops and seized 
Ctesiphon. The Parthians were 
not expecting such an attack 
and were quite unprepared 
for it. They offered very little 
resistance. For the second time, 
in just a couple of years this 
Parthian city was razed and 
looted. Adult male population 
was massacred and women 
and children taken as prize. 

Vologases somehow managed 
to escape.

After this chance victory, 
the Roman army had to face 
a severe famine and had to 
subsist on most precarious 
food. At times, there were only 
roots to eat. This produced 
bouts of dysentery. Severus 
retreated along the banks of 
the Tigris and he reached the 
Hatra territory. Hatra was 
reputed to have vast treasures 
within its walls, especially in 
the Sun Temple. Severus could 
not resist the temptation of 
attacking this capital metropolis 
and ransacking it. He attacked, 
but the city’s skilled archers 
and the Hatrene cavalry held 
their ground, and the attacking 
Roman army suffered great loses. 

The walls of Hatra were 
strong but by putting to use all 
the engines of war, the Romans 
were able to breach the walls. 
The soldiers waited for an order 
to rush through the breach and 
storm the city. Severus did not 
give this command. He was a 
greedy man. Had the soldiers  
stormed the city then as per the 

customary practice, the booty 
would belong to the soldiers. 
Severus waited in hope for 
the day when the city’s forces 
would surrender. Then he 
would be able to claim the vast 
treasures of the Sun Temple 
as his own. This was not to 
be. The courageous Hatrenes 
repaired the breach in the night 
and stoutly maintained their 
defence. The next day when 
Severus gave the order to attack, 
his Roman soldiers refused to 
obey his command. They had 
seen through his scheming 
strategy to corner all the 
treasures there. He eventually 
induced some of the soldiers 
to ght and force an entrance 
but they could not succeed and 
most of them were killed.

Crestfallen, Severus was 
obliged to give up the siege and 
return to Rome.

Had Vologases been a man 
of vigor and activity like his 
predecessors then he would 
have made a clean sweep of the 
Roman troops.

Vologases IV died in 191 
AD.

Contd. from Pg. 09
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He strongly advised that 
under no circumstances one 
should indulge in corruption; 
just do NOT do it he said; 
and that one should have 
tremendous patience as long 
term bene ts are many.

Mr. Rajeev DeMello then 
succinctly mentioned that 
Asia is strong in a weak 
Global Environment.  There is 
high saving rate in Asia and 
moreover, Asia has a large 
yield advantage over US, 
Europe and Japan.

Mr. Hosi Deboo narrated 
the importance of doing 
business in Singapore as he 
mentioned that Singapore is 
rated No.1 in the world for 
ease of doing business.  He 
gladly stated that it takes 
just about one to two days 
to incorporate a company in 
Singapore.

Mr. Dorab Mistry then 
emphasized the growth and 
opportunities of business 
in the areas of Agri-
commodities.  Singapore, 
according to him, is still the 
focal point.  “Godrej” invested 
in Vietnam as a Singaporean 
Company.

Over the years, WZCC 
has spotted Outstanding Old 
and Young individuals in 
our Community who have 
meritoriously excelled in 
their chosen eld of activities 
and have recognized their 
contribution.

During the year 2012, 
following achievers were 
appropriately lauded by our 
Community in the presence 
of members coming from 
different parts of the world. 

Mr. Russi Ghadially, 
one of the successful early 
settlers in Singapore and 
the Ex-President of the Parsi 
Zoroastrian Association 
of Singapore gave a vivid  
historical review of how Parsis 
played a signi cant role in 
the growth and development 
of Singapore.  This was most 
revealing.  He further added 
that Singapore has world’s 
best labour force and high 
quality of life coupled with 
ef ciency.

Mr. Sanjiv Misra, President 
– Phoenix Advisers Pvt. Ltd. 
in his valedictory speech 
mentioned how and why 
Singapore achieved growth 
and prosperity.   Singapore 
according to him is the 
Wealth Capital of the World.  
TATA Organization has a 
huge presence in Singapore.  
Singapore has industry with 
a deep rooted Integrity in all 
spheres of life.  It has Safety, 
Transparency, high degree 
of Hygiene and excellent 

nancial security.  
Mrs. Homai Engineer, 

while accepting the Award 
mentioned that the basic 
precept on which her 
business is based is “Good 

Thoughts, Good Words and 
Good Deeds”.

Capt. Percy Master 
emphasized the importance 
of “Quality” in business.  
He proudly mentioned 
that “our strength lies in 
Quality we offer and that too 
consistently”.

Mr. Bhote while accepting 
the Award gladly mentioned 
that he would cherish the 
same forever.  He proudly 
mentioned that at the Ruby 
Hospital in Pune, treatments 
worth 2 million US dollars 
are given free of cost every 
single year and moreover, no 
one knows who is the “free 
patient”.

Dr. Zuleika Homavazir 
emphasized the importance 
of Honesty and Integrity 
and happily declared that 
this Award bestowed on her, 
honours her Integrity.

Ms Behroze Daruwalla, 
Secretary –International 
Board of WZCC, proposed 
a comprehensive vote of 
thanks.  She commended 
the very informative and 
lively presentations by 
all the Speakers, which 
made the proceedings both 
enlightening and enjoyable.  
Above all, she commended 
the ne sense of fellowship 
displayed by all those present 
which made participation 
such an enriching experience.
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SOLUTION (26-1-2013) “Rivers” never 
go “Reverse”. 
So try to live 
like a River.
Forget your 

PAST & focus on 
your FUTURE!

Grapes carry spiritual energy 
and increase mental fertility, 
opening us to meaningful 
dreams and visions.

Grapes are used in many 
types of  prosperity or money attraction spells. They can be 
eaten as part of  prosperity spell work if  the person casting the 
spell visualizes money energy vibrating as the grapes are eaten. 
Pictures of  Grapes or grape Vines can be painted onto garden 
walls to ensure the garden’s fertility, as was done in ancient 
Rome. Eating grapes or raisins is said to increase fertility, as 
well as strengthen mental powers. 

Tip -

Consume Green Grapes every day from new moon to full 
moon to increase your income. Eat Purple Grapes on dark 
and full moons to gain psychic sight and increase your power 
and influence. By Kermeez Shroff

Sneaky Cheeky

SOLUTION (26-1-2013)
Pirojsha Godrej

in person

Drive-in banks were 
established so most of the 
cars today could see their 

real owners.

SOLUTION (26-1-2013)

6 5 7 3 4 8 1 2 9
4 9 8 5 2 1 3 7 6
2 3 1 7 6 9 8 5 4
8 7 9 4 3 6 5 1 2
1 2 3 8 9 5 6 4 7
5 4 6 1 7 2 9 8 3
7 8 2 6 1 3 4 9 5
3 1 4 9 5 7 2 6 8
9 6 5 2 8 4 7 3 1

8 1 6 9 4 3 5 7 2
5 2 4 1 7 8 3 9 6
9 3 7 2 5 6 4 1 8
4 9 1 5 8 2 7 6 3
6 7 5 3 1 9 2 8 4
3 8 2 7 6 4 9 5 1
1 5 3 6 2 7 8 4 9
2 6 8 4 9 5 1 3 7
7 4 9 8 3 1 6 2 5

Across
1 Fastidiously (8)
5 Pertaining to the stars (6)
9 Famous Russian lover - “puts rain” in 

disorder! (8)
10 & 12 Across Miss India who played a role in 

the rst Star Trek movie (6,9)
13 Spencer  : American actor of Captain 

Courageous fame? (5)
14 Small number (4)
16 Sheep’s milk cheese (7)
19 Marauders, looters or plunderers (7)
21 Main out of a dairy (4)
24 Water-jugs (5)
25 Chhaiye Hame  : Popular Parsi song (9)
27 Ex-Windies skipper Carl  (6)
28 Most irrational (8)
29 Having bodily strength and endurance? (6)
30 Not the one who gives, but the one who 

receives? (8)

Down
1 A  of madness : temporary insanity? (6)
2 Scamp, rogue or knave (6)
3 A small portion of anything - as in “a  

of comfort”? (5)
4 Spear with a three-pronged shing 

implement - “its reel” anagram? (7)
6 Inclined to suspend judgement as 

doubting facts? (9)
7 Begins or commences afresh (8)
8 2011 (4,4)
11 Equitable or blonde (4)
15 Foremen or supervisors (9)
17  Godrej: Co-founder of the Godrej 

Brothers Company (8)
18 Will it’s ticking stop and result in an 

explosion? (4,4)
20 Dimension or extent (4)
21 Extremely dull or dim-witted (7)
22 Rise; upward movement (6)
23 Stinging or cutting (6)
26 Hearty pull (5)
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We are saddened immensely by the loss of Pandit Jal K Balaporia who has left the Community bereft of its last 
great Parsi Indian Classical Vocalist of the century. He joins in the heavens, his friend and fellow Great Pandit 
Feroz Dastur who passed on 4 years ago. 

At the tender age of 6 Jal Balaporia was introduced to raga songs by his father. A few years later in his home town of 
Bilimoria itself, he joined Sitaram Eknath Pandit’s class. The family then moved to Surat and then Mumbai and all through 
his travels Jal was blessed with strong guides and teachers of the music he loved and became popular for. 

Jal was famous not only for the timbre of his voice or the calibre of his skills as a vocalist but for his passion and his immense 
ability to connect spiritually with his audiences. He could be regaling them with devotional songs of multiple faiths and 
singing melodic lyrics in Persian, Marathi or even Sanskrit, but what captivated the listeners was his genuine warmth 
and easy ability to reach out to them through song. 

Right till the end those around Pandit Jal Balaporia 
and those his music touched were in awe of him. 

‘He was so disciplined he would get up 
at 4 a.m. and dedicate his day 

to his art’ said his daughter, 
Behnaz Tara. She and her 

sibling never followed in 
the musical footsteps of their 

father simply because as many 
would say about Jal, the shoes of 

discipline were dauntingly large to ll. 
Ask his extended family, his students about 

him and the misty eyed description of their Guruji 
included stories of humility and even those tinged 

with a little fun and mischief.  His student list was fraught with 
famous names like Renuka Shahane and Smita Patil.  

Pandit Jal Balaporia was simply a lover of life and a faith lled 
human being blessed with a gift of song that he nurtured with justice.  
He believed in the balance as a crucial part of vocal 
training and music and taught Music like art, believing 
that a balance of all the crucial elements is the only way 
to learn and sing. 

And when he performed, how he performed! It wasn’t 
about the dramatic gestures but all about the humility 
and the glow of love that he vocalized with every tune on 
every stage. From singing to accepting numerous awards 
on the National stage Pandit Jal Balaporia did it with 
genuine Good Words, Good Thoughts and Good Deeds. 

The commitment that he had to his music was 
immense. Jalsaheb, as he was affectionately known 
dedicated his lifetime to spreading the language of 
music in its most unadulterated form to his students 
and his audiences and also re ected it in the way he 
led his life... pure and loving with everyone around 
him. 

Pandit Jal Balaporia may have left us, but 
what he leaves behind are invaluable lessons. His 
life teaches us that an artists’ passion is worth 
working hard for. If an artist respect his art form 
and study it in all its intensity and purity he has the 
potential to take it places. And all this is best done 
with a large heart, humility and an ability to love and 
nurture those around. Then it is not only the art form 
that thrives but the humanity and the experience of 
the art itself. 

His musical legend and his live lessons will live 
on forever.


