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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2013Lonavala was the perfect setting for a 
Community Event... more on Page 6...
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Dear Readers,

Robert Frost inspires me every day. In my cabin I have amongst other things, a poem of  his 
pasted on the wall in front of  me. The Road not Taken… It is one of  my favourite poems. The 
delightful rhymester Frost ends the simple piece with… 

I shall be telling this with a sigh…somewhere ages and ages hence… two roads diverged in 
a wood and I… I took the one less travelled by… and that has made all the difference.

Someone asked me the other day what my religious leanings were… I really sat back and 
thought about it… as an Editor of  a public forum, my leaning is basically toward the truth and that’s pretty much it. 
But as a religious Zoroastrian Parsi I don’t think ‘leaning’ is just about what you proclaim yourself  to be. I mean it’s all 
well and good to shout ‘I am orthodox’ or ‘I am reformist’ but the truth is you will never know what your leaning is, until 
Ahura Mazda throws a test your way… until he presents you with a child who wishes to marry outside the Community, 
or a mother who wants to be cremated or a relative who comes all the way from USA to walk into the Atash Behram 
in shorts! Big or small, it is in these moments, where we have to voice and to act out… to react…. Our leanings will 
SHOW in our reactions and our ability to live with our reactions. 

So as dear Robert Frost says, take a road… walk the talk and then refl ect… for the road you have walked is who 
you really are. Not what you say to your group of  friends, not what you believe is the right way to be… what you are is 
only an embodiment of  what you actually physically do… and whatever it is… own it with pride and dignity! 

Ideally leanings should be toward goodness, faithfulness, tolerance and acceptance.  :) 
 On that note, I hope our nation also rethinks its intolerant stance and supports our LGBT Community. Why this 

inequality!?

Freyan.

secure job, own residence, seeks simple , good 
natured educated Parsi bride, interested in marriage 

and starting a family.
Contact on pbfrdf@gmail.com with date of birth, 

place, time photo and biodata.

Wanted an educated good looking bride for a 29 
year old boy, born & brought up in U.S.A 

(height 5 ft, 11 inch). Graduated from University of 
Pennsylvania in Finance. Working as an Investment 

banker for a leading global bank, well settled. 
Coming to India from Dec.21st to Jan 4th.

Contact: +91-8108995432 / +91-8108994321

Matrimonial alliance invited from well settled 
Zoroastrian boys (non-manglik only) for daughter 

29 years, 158 cms, B.Tech. (Mumbai), Masters I.T. 
(Canada), fair and petite, good family values, willing 

to settle in India or abroad.  Arriving in India mid 
December.

Contact on: kdq09@yahoo.com with date of birth, 
place, time, photo, matrimonial bio-data.

Matrimonial Alliance invited from Pleasant Looking, 
Good natured ladies of a middle class family, non 
working, aged between 40 to 50 years (including 
widows and divocees without children), for a nice 

Parsi Bachelor coming from a good family, age 55, 
living in a spacious  at. Taken . .S. 

Contact 9029833465.

SALGREH NOTICE
All Zarathustis are invited to attend the 871st Salgreh of Vadi Dar-e-Meher of Navsari, 
the oldest Dar-e-Meher in India on 20th December, 2013 (Roj Aspandad, Mah Amardad). 
The Jashan ceremony will start at 9 am.

Way to go to Vadi Dar-e-Meher (Dadgah)
Address: Dastur Vad, Mota Falia,  Navsari 396445

 Distance: 2 kms from Navsari Station
Transport: Auto rickshaw from Navsari Station (Rs. 20 approx.)

Annual day of Dadar Athornan Institue will be held on 15th December at 6 pm. at the Mancherji Joshi 
Memorial Hall, Parsi Colony, Dadar. Dasturji Khurshed K. Dastur will preside over the function. All are  
cordially invited.
Attend a one day workshop on Access Bars by Parvez J. Daruwala on 15th December at Hotel Karl 
Residency, Andheri West. Call on 9819127764 or Email: parvezd309@gmail.com for more details.
Frohar Films presents ‘Humata Hukhta Hvarshta’– ‘Suvichar Suvachan Sukarma’ on ‘DD-11 Girnar 
(Ahmedabad - Doordarshan) on 14th December, 2013 at 10 am. In this episode the students of Dadar 

Athornan Institute will perform a small skit on ‘Agiary Ni Etiquette’ written by Er. Dr. Ramiyar Karanjia.
The K. R. Cama Oriental Institute invites you to attend a lecture on “From Lodge To Samaj: The Masonic Role In
Socio-Religious Reform Movements In Nineteenth-Century Bombay” by Dr. Vahid Fozdar at 6 pm. on 19th December at the

Dr. Sir J. J. Modi Memorial Hall of the Institute, 136, Bombay Samachar Marg, Fort, Mumbai.

Matrimonial alliance invited for Parsi graduate boy, 
1976 born, working for travel industry. Looking for 

simple, educated, good natured girl.
Contact: 9819096359

Parsi family invites matrimonial alliance for their 
educated, well placed, good looking daughter, 33 

years, having good family values from professionally 
quali  ed, well placed Parsi boys.

Please contact on Email with details and
contact No.

 connect.t@live.com
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XIIITH ALL PARSEES FLOODLIT THROWBALL / VOLLEYBALL 
(DIRECT & INDIRECT) CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENTS – 

MAKING SOMEONE’S LIFE COLOURFUL” 
Sir Cowasjee Jehangir Colony Recreation Centre, Sir Ratan Tata Buildings, Tardeo, 
Mumbai-400 034 would be conducting for the XIIITH year in a row the following 
Floodlit Tournaments on knock-out basis at its ground between 7 PM to 10.30 PM :-
1.    All Parsees Floodlit Volleyball (Indirect) Tournament for Men (Scheduled from 

Thursday 26.12.2013). 
2.    All Parsees Floodlit Throw-ball Tournament for Women (Scheduled from 

Monday 30/12/2013).
3.    All Parsees Floodlit Volleyball (Direct) Tournament for Men (Scheduled from 

Thursday 2/1/2014).

Attractive Trophies / Cups / Cash prizes to be won. 
Finals of all the above three (3) Tournaments is scheduled to be held 

on Sunday January 5th, 2014.

Fiona Andhyarujina Memorial Cash Prizes in each of the above three (3) 
tournaments will be distributed as under :-
1.    Winning Team Rs.  7500/-
2.    Runner - Up Team Rs.  5000/- 
3.    Best Player of the Tournament Rs.  2000/-
4.    Up-coming Player of the Tournament Rs.  1000/-
All are cordially invited to participate and make the tournaments a grand success. For 
Entry Forms and other details kindly contact : 

(A COMMUNITY SPORTS & WELFARE DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE PROMOTED & 
CONDUCTED BY A TATA PROJECTS LIMITED EMPLOYEE - MAKING A DIFFERENCE).
Tel : 23534556 (R) / 67402935 (O) / 9821235122 (M).

Check out the Vulture Info Exhibition at Cusrow Baug 
Pavillion, Colaba, on 14th Dec. (4pm - 8pm) 
& 15th Dec. (11 am - 8 pm)
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STAR CJ alive, India’s No. 1 Home 
Shopping Channel, celebrated giving 
and sharing of joy amongst the children 
of Byramjee Jeejeebhoy Home to help 
enhance their learning.  Byramjee 
Jeejeebhoy Home for Children in Matunga 
is a leading Welfare Home for physically 
& mentally normal children preferably 
orphans, destitute and neglected children. 
Star CJ has initiated the most sustainable 
form of giving education and gifted all the 
children of Byramjee Jeejeebhoy Home 
exciting Gift Hampers containing Science 
Edu comic books and Bestsellers, audio 
CDs for learning, a school kit, chocolates 
and much more.

Venaiza Dadrewalla 
rocked the crowd with 
her peppy number “When 
Love Takes Over”, to 

MAAC Idol (Solo) contest. 
Students from the various 
MAAC centers participated 
in MAAC Idol contest 
which was a part of the 
tenth 24FPS International 
Animation Awards, held 

one of the 6 shortlisted, 
from over 39 contestants. 

Singing Sensation Santa visits Byramjee Jeejeebhoy Home

The Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy 
Agiary, Pune, celebrated its 170th 
Anniversary on Friday, 29th 

November 2013. To mark this occasion, 
a Jashan ceremony was performed in the 
open courtyard in the Agiary’s compound 
by the Panthaky, Ervad Kaipashin 
Raimaiwalla who was accompanied by 
10 other Mobeds from various Agiaries in 
Pune. 

Sir Jamsetjee and Lady Jejeebhoy 
welcomed the Chief Guests Mr. Darius 
Forbes and his wife Mahrukh. Members of 
the Zoroastrian Community also attended 
the function in large numbers. Mr. Forbes 
also inaugurated the newly refurbished 
air- conditioned Multi-purpose Hall where refreshments were served to those present. 

Sir J.J. Agiary, which is centrally located in the heart of Pune, has served the Zoroastrian 
Community by bringing solace and peace to the members of the Parsi Community. Over the years, 
the Agiary has acquired a certain degree of reverence. The addition of the newly inaugurated 
multi-purpose Hall was well appreciated and is considered ideal for small functions of up to 

100 guests. It is also seen as a valueable 
addition to the Agiary’s Baug which is a 
popular location for hosting Navjote and 
Wedding ceremonies. 

As a part of its on-going endeavour to 
improve and beautify the surroundings, 
Sir J.J. Poona Fire Temple Fund is 
currently in the process of constructing 
a modern residential facility within the 
Agiary’s compound - known as ‘Maneck 
Baug’ - with  6 self-contained air-
conditioned rooms. This is an additional 

Patrons residing outside Pune. 

On Sunday 10th Nov, 2013, ROJ ASHISHVANGH, 
MAH KHORDAD, The Bai Ratanbai Jamshedji 

activity, as the sweet and petite Ms. Afrin Mistry was being 
initiated into our Zoroastrian faith.  The Navjote ceremony 

in attendance. 
Afrin is the daughter of Darayas and Pearl Mistry, 

granddaughter of Dhanjishaw Mistry and Jimmy Aderjania; 
she was also being blessed by Late Roshen Mistry and Ketty 
Aderjania from their heavenly abode.

The Parsi/Irani Community of Deolali who attended the 
Navjote ceremony was treated to a sumptuous lunch.  In the 
evening the complete Agiary and compound of the Neterwala 

Music, dance and festive activities carried on till late hours.

A Rare Navjote in Deolali
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Mancherji Edalji 
Joshi Dharmagnan 
Class celebrated 

its Annual Day at the 
Yeshwant Natya Mandir 
(Matunga) on Friday 13th 
December. The show was 
entirely conducted by the 
children of the class. More 
than 100 children from 
5 years to college going 
students participated in 
this yearly event bringing 
alive our culture, tradition 
and heritage for our 
Community. This year 
the famous Episode of 
“BIZAN–E-MANIZE” from 
the Shahnameh was the highlight of the 
evening. As per the custom of the class, 

Mrs. Zenobia Farhad Unwalla, an ex-
student of the class, was the Chief Guest.
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Recently, Parsi Times favourite 

author, Mr. Adil Dalal (Austin, 
Texas) received two major 

awards. ‘The 12 Pillars of Project 
Excellence’ won The Shingo Research 
and Professional Publication Award.  
Earlier this year, it was awarded the 
2 0 1 3 
A x i o m 
B e s t 

Business book Award. Also, the 
World Quality Congress and 
Awards committee has selected 
him for the “Global Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to 
Quality & Leadership” which 
will be presented in June, 2014 in 
India. His fourth book “Changing 
our World” (co-authored) will be 
out at the end of December.

Book It!
On 9th December, 

ZONTA Clubs of 
Bombay I & III 

along with SNEHA (Society 
for Nutrition, Education 
and Health Action) 
organized a programme 
‘Say No To Violence’ at 
Dharavi Slums, Ambedkar 
Hall, Matunga Labour Camp, Mumbai. Prof. 
Dr. Firdos T. Shroff, President, Lions Club 
of Bombay Cuffe Parade was invited as a 
guest the purpose of the Programme was to 
commemorate on the eve of Human Rights 
Day  falling on 10th December 2013 and 
to convey the message to the Community 
where Domestic Violence is on rampart.

The other effective measure was that 
the message was conveyed by Sanginis 
(Community Women’s force) and Youth 

Volunteers of Dharavi Slums.
The programme was well planned and 

arranged by ZONTA members Mr. A. 
Syed, Lions Club of Bombay Cuffe Parade 
members Lion Ztn. Ms. Firuza Sena, Lion Ztn. 
Ms. Arnavaz Pithawalla, Ztn. Mahazaver R. 
Dalal, Ztn. Freny Paghdiwalla, Ztn. Havovi 
Dotiwala, Ztn. Maharukh Karbhari and 
Ztn. Jyoti Vora jointly with Ms. Nazneen 
Daruwalla and Ms. Preethi volunteer from 
SNEHA.

Spotted

LKPZA (Lonavala 
Khandala Parsi 
Zarthosti Anjuman) 

presented a thrilling evening 
on their Annual Event at the 
Adenwalla Agiary Compound 
ground. The function was 
held to collect funds to repair 
and renovate the Lonavala 
Anjuman Guest House.

The ground was 
illuminated with colorful 
lighting and a live band 
playing through the event. 
Candles were lit on each and 
every table in colored earthen 
pots giving a lovely setting to 
the event.

Trustee Percy Master 
started the event by welcoming 
the guests and requested Mr. 
Saroosh Dinshaw, President 
of the Anjuman along with 
his sister Mrs. Freny Jehangir, 
to introduce  the Chief Guest 
for the evening  Mr. Homi 
R. Khushrokhan and his 
charming wife Mrs. Dhanoo 
Khushrokhan. Mr. Saroosh 
Dinshaw while introducing 
the Chief Guest informed the 
members about the colorful 
career of Mr. Khushrokhan 

various appointments in 
different companies including 
Tata Group. 

Mr. Khushrokhan is 
a “people’s person” and 
loves challenges and enjoys 
working with large and 
diverse groups of managers 
and building cohesive teams. 
He continues to be associated 
with the Tata Group in the 
areas of corporate governance, 

business excellence innovation 
and climate change. His wife 
Mrs. Dhanoo Khushrokhan is 
a CA by profession and also a 
Director with the Zoroastrian 
Co-operative Bank. 

The Chief Guests were 

bouquets by Mrs. Arin 
Master. Thereafter 
Percy Master 
introduced the various 
Trustees in a very 
delightful manner and 
called them on the 
stage.

The present 
Trustees of L.K.P.Z.A. 
are Mr. Saroosh Dinshaw, Mrs. 
Nergez Balaporia, Mr. Maneck 
Shroff, Mr. Adi Banajee, Mr. 
Rusi Anklesaria, Mrs. Rashida 
Shroff, Mr. Behram Dhabbar, 
Mr. Percy Master, Mr. Sam 
Choksey, Mrs. Arin Master & 
Mrs. Roshni Bhavnagri.

Mr. Percy Master 
also thanked the Press in 
attendance as well as two 
local press representatives. 

Thereafter, he thanked all the 
donors who had given banners 
and donations and thanked 
them for their continuous 
support to the annual event of 
the Agiary. 

Each one was felicitated 

with a rose. Percy Master 
informed the importance of 
the lovely Adenwalla Agiary 
and invited Ervad Zarir Tata 
and his family on stage and 
felicitated him with a shawl 

the Anjuman. Thereafter, he 
invited the Chief Guest Mr. 
Khushrokhan to say a few 
words on the occasion.

Mr. Khushrokhan thanked 

the Anjuman for inviting 
him on this occasion and 
informed of his various 
activities in environmental 
preservations. He also recalled 
his ancestor’s involvement 
with the Zoroastrian religion 
and recited a paragraph from 
the Gathas and explained 
the meaning to the guests. 
Thereafter Percy Master once 
again informed the audience 
that the Anjuman was over 
114 years old and it had a 
long history of involvement in 
various charitable activities. 

He informed the audience 
that the Dinshaw Trust had 
recently received a notice 
from the Lonavala Municipal 
Council asking for acquisition 
of the compound property 
for broadening of the road. 
This was opposed and 
not acceptable to the Parsi 
Community who had in the 
past also given away part of 
their land for infrastructure 
to the Lonavala Municipal 
Council and the Trustees felt 

taking away further part of 
the compound property was 
not serving any particular 
objective as the surrounding 
areas were cluttered with 
buildings which cannot be 
removed therefore taking 
away a part of the Anjuman 
property was meaningless. 

Secondly various 
Contd. on Pg. 16

and a proactive signature campaign



SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 14, 2013

07

After being on the seat 
of a producer for 
over 15 years, Ashvin 

Gidwani now dons the cap 
of a director with his new 
production “The Scent Of A 
Man”; a riotous & uproarious 
comedy based on lust, lies 

dose of caustic repartees, 
sharp wit, sly asides and 
unbridled sarcasm. 

The show brings together 
an electric ensemble 
comprising of Ash Chandler, 
Bhavna Pani, Deven Khote, 
Suchitra Pillai, Ivan Rogridues 
and Kavi Shashtri for the very 

In spite of the juicy meaty 
roles on the small screen 

S u c h i t r a 
Pillai loves 
being a 
part of the 
The Scent 
of A Man 
and says, 

on this 
play has 
been a 

revelation. We have as much 
fun on stage as we have off 

same energy translating into 
the audience.”

Another one of Ashvins’ 
productions is the theatrical 
revolution; Battle of the Da 
Sexes by stand-up star and 

become a rage amongst youth.  
The act has an interesting 
story line which focuses on 

age long struggle between 
men and women.

The producer, Ashvin 
Gidwani says, “After ‘History 

hard to produce a show 
which holds very innovative 
and fascinating content that 

will undoubtedly appeal to 
the new age.” Known for his 
comic timing and brilliant 

show is very close to my heart 
since I’ve written the script 
myself after a lot of research 
and experimentation. We’ve 
been patriotic and poignant 
for two years, now let’s have 
some fun and misbehave!”

Another popular play of 
Ashvin Gidwani Productions 
is ‘Blame it on Yashraj’ 
which is written and directed 

is based on big fat Indian 
weddings and is an out-an-

with glamorous dances and 
wedding paparazzi. Ananth 
Mahadevan and Jayati 
Bhatia are the leading stars 
of this show. It has already 
completed 25 houseful shows 
successfully in Mumbai and is 
still running full.

com. Follow Agpworld on 

regular updates.
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DINSHAW MEHTA ASKED TO STEP DOWN… DR. POONAWALLA ACCEPTS THE POST…

MR. NADIR GODREJ IS THE VICE-CHAIRMAN

event…. Parsi Times

After serious differences arose between the 
Trustees leading to postponement of the 
Congress it took serious diplomatic efforts 

by some senior persons of the Community to bring 
it back on track.

Four Trustees, Yazdi Desai, Khojeste Mistree, 
Arnavaz Mistry and Jimmy Mistry stood their 
ground and refused to be a part of the Congress 
where Dinshaw Mehta was the Chairman, as 
he was under investigation by the Economic 

impropriety. 
Under pressure from Zoroastrians across 

the world, the need to put the Congress back on 
track was felt by all involved. Dinshaw Mehta stated 
that 3 Trustees, Muncherji Cama, Armaity Tirandaz 
and himself had agreed to recuse themselves from 
the Congress proceedings. This turned out to be 
partially untrue as Muncherji Cama and Armaity 

Tirandaz had not made any such statement. 
After prolonged discussions Mehta agreed to step 

down from the Chairmanship of the Congress but 
insisted that as a face saving measure (for himself) 

the other Trustees must also make some “token 

of the Congress and the Community accepted to 
partially recuse themselves!

by all was that 
none of the 
seven Trustees 
would attend 

p r o g r a m 
(effectively 
m e a n i n g 
none of 
them would be with the President of India 
during his visit) and every Trustee would be on 
the dais only once during the entire Congress 
when they were part of a panel. 

Dr. Cyrus Poonawalla was requested to be 
the Chairman of the WZC and Mr. Nadir Godrej was 
requested to be the Vice-Chairman. Despite their 
busy schedules and prior commitments both agreed 
graciously and have also made the time to ensure the 
success of the event.

WHERE WILL THE TRUSTEES OF THE BPP BE 
AT THE WORLD ZOROASTRIAN CONGRESS 2013 

NO TRUSTEES WILL ATTEND ANY OFFICIAL 
PROGRAMMES. THEY WILL BE ABSENT FOR THE VISIT 
OF THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA. THEY WILL ONLY BE ON 
THE DIAS ONCE DURING THE ENTIRE CONGRESS, AT 

THEIR DESIGNATED PANEL EVENTS.



Parsi Point
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 14, 2013

09

, either as a security against future cheques or otherwise either through the CEO, the staff or through any of the 
Trustees?

 from the incoming tenants and you did not know where the cash was? Did you also say that only Mehli knew where the cash was?

the cheques for Twenty Five Lakhs? 

 and that he did not know where the money was?

addresses the real issue – 

 and that he did not know where the money was?

?

Simple questions! Almost all the questions are YES or NO questions.

If each of the Trustees would answer these questions...
Even if only Mr. Dinshaw Mehta answered... truthfully... we are sure  a 

lot of doubts would be put to rest for the Community.

But then if wishes were horses...

Be prepared friends to read a dozen more pages of rubbish 
whilst the real answers are not given!

PT has a few questions for the Trustees.

If Mehta is guilty as alleged and somehow gets a clean chit 

Write to us!!
Let us know 

what you 
think.
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The tenth and last Senior Citizens Coffee 
Group for the year 2013 was held on 8th 
December 2013 by ZANZ (Zarathustrian 

Association of New Zealand) Management 
Committee. It was one of the most enjoyable 
picnics for seniors and was also enjoyed by the 
volunteers.

The day started with some volunteers 
picking some seniors from their residence and 
other seniors requested to meet at Pakuranga 
Plaza. All gathered at the spot and started off 
to Patumahoe. It was a fun drive even though 
the weather kept changing with sudden heavy 
downpours and beautiful sunshine.

The group reached the Wright’s water 
gardens and settled our seniors to start with the 
most important thing – FOOD!!!!

Thanks to generous donor (who wishes 
to remain anonymous), who supplied 
cheese-ham, vegetable & chicken 
sandwiches, and Parsi’s favourite-
pora pav, kaleiji with nice tamtamata 
potatoes, sev, dahi and cold drinks.

We then got the seniors to play housie 
and musical chairs. Musician senior, 
Mr. Tehmurasp Vazifdar, played some 
joyful music on his mouth-organ. Vicaji 
Taraporewala and Zarine Khambatta 

had bought cake for the birthdays. We then 
celebrated the birthdays of the seniors Vicaji 
Taraporewala, Zarine Khambatta, Tehmurasp 
Vazifdar and Minoo Panveliwalla.

Two donors generously donated hand-
made chocolates to be given out to seniors / 
volunteers as Christmas gifts.

It was a beautiful day inspite of the 
downpour, it was windy but our seniors 
enjoyed every bit of it. The scenery was 
beautiful with a waterfall nearby with lots 

swimming in the waters.
ZANZ would like to thank 

the volunteer members for the 
day – Anahita Vevaina, Merzi 
Daruwalla, Cyrus, Rati, 
Aafreen and Viraf Mehta.

This has been one of the most successful activities 
undertaken by ZANZ. It was started in 2009, by 
the then ZANZ Committee as a way for seniors 

of the Community to meet up and socialize and it has caught 
traction since then. The positive side of it is that the number of 
seniors attending has always gone up and never down and the 
heartening fact is the readiness with which we get volunteers 
and donors for all the coffee morning sessions.

- Paeterasp Vevaina, 
Senior’s Volunteer and ZANZ President.

Getting together of our seniors has been a joyful 
time for me - every third Sunday of the month is 
what I look forward to. I can see the smiles on their 

faces when they meet each other and the blessing that we 
get is the bonus for me. It’s my pleasure to be a part of the 

organizing committee for the Senior Coffee Group
- Roshni Daruwalla, 

Senior’s Volunteer and ZANZ Treasurer.
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Mr. Dorab Mistry
In 2005 OBE recipient, Mr. Dorab Mistry 
was the Chairman at the 8th World 
Zoroastrian Congress 2005 held in Harrow 

Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe (ZTFE). 
Here he speaks to Raaj Shaamji about how 
is he is excited about this years’ event. 

I am very happy that the Congress is being held in Mumbai. 
I am a part of the Global Working Group that decides 
which city the Congress is awarded to each time and I 

want to give due credit to the New board of the Bombay 
Parsi Panchayat for ensuring that Mumbai was the chosen 
city. I have to acknowledge the graciousness of Singapore 
for accepting to host the World Zoroastrian Congress of  
2017/2018. 

I am excited about the Congress and that the young are 
participating. I would like the readers of Parsi Times to note 
that it is a wonderful coincidence that the major donor of the 
successful Everlasting Flames Exhibition held in London earlier 
this year and the principal sponsor of the World Zoroastrian 
Congress 2013 is the same, Dr. Cyrus Poonawalla!

I am also excited that Lord Billimoria will be doing the key 
note speech at the WZC this year as he did in Dubai at the last 
Congress in 2009. 

Finally, Parsi Times, I must say…. your weekly is ‘shaping 
up well!’

Lord Karan Billimoria
Lord Karan Billimoria will be delivering a speech on the  
27th of December. It will be entitled ‘Zoroastrian Achievement; An 
Unbroken Thread from Cyrus The Great to Today’. We caught up with 
him and asked him to tell us what it would all be about. 

From the achievements of the largest of the ancient empires – which 
at its peak included for virtually half of the world’s population at 
the time – to today, one of the world’s smallest communities. The 

achievements of the Zoroastrian community are perhaps unmatched in 
world history. From the Achaemenid Empire, to the British Raj, to modern India – Zoroastrians have 

This presentation attempts to analyse why this is the case. Whilst the Zoroastrians can draw strength 
from great works such as the Cyrus Cylinder
submission will also argue that Zoroastrian achievement has comes from our ability to integrate into 
multiple communities whilst maintaining our identity. Zoroastrians have always been able to adapt to 
changing circumstances, be they 
territorial, political or economic.

I will explain how this 
ability to adapt to changes in 
circumstances – something 
aided by Zoroastrianism’s non-
evangelising tradition – has 
allowed Parsis to remain at the 
forefront of public and political 
life in an unbroken thread of 
achievement from Cyrus the 
Great to the present day.

The schedule for the World Zoroastrian Congress threads together some very interesting people. Parsi Times UK Reporter  
Raaj Shaamji caught up with two big names from the UK contingent and brings us a taste of what is on their minds.
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For the longest time I have 
wanted to sit across the table 
from Dr. Cyrus Poonawalla and 

understand what makes a man so 
magnanimous in his Work, his Charity 
and his personality. It was the sad 

gave me a chance to escape to Pune to 
meet Dr. Poonawalla. But whatever the 
reason to meet him, I was determined 
to try and understand the man who 
would, at the end of this calendar year be 
addressing the starry eyed delegates of 
the World Zoroastrian Congress 2013. 

As you all know Dr. Poonawalla, 
Chairman of the Poonawalla Group 

which includes Serum Institute 
(India’s grandest export in the world 
of Pediatric Vaccines) has graciously 
accepted the Chairmanship of the 
World Zoroastrian Congress, 2013 to 
be held in Mumbai from the 27th to the 
30th of December. 

I drove into the vast heart of his 
business empire and was asked at the 
gate if I had come to meet ‘Cyrus Baba’, 
indication of how Dr. Poonawalla is 
dear to and down to earth with his 
security staff. If it were not for that 

would not have guessed that humility 
could be a quality of a man who built 
the classic and rich landscape of the 

through. Each wall was covered with 
memories on the race track and each 
corner served home to a delightful and 
tasteful piece of furniture. 

But humility wasn’t the only 
pleasant surprise… the second was 
humour! During our chat we touched 
upon what he would say in his address 
to the delegates. He mentioned a few 
jokes he had thought of interspersing 
into his poignant message and then 
said… the young boys may hate me for 

it but the girls will admire me!

of the month! Hardly a month shy of 
the Congress, the racing season and the 
Turf Club elections had already been 
weighing down on the agenda for Dr. 
Poonawalla when his Sponsorship of 
the Congress led him down a completely 
new rabbit hole! He says, ‘My initial 
interest to get involved in only the 
sponsoring of the World Zoroastrian 
Congress was evoked a few years ago 
when I was approached during the 
time of the last Congress. I therefore 
agreed that when the Congress came 
to Mumbai, my base city, I would 
like to be the Principal Sponsor. 

There was no particular motive 
except to help the funding of the 

people and so I decided to do my part.
I was expecting to just involve 

myself to the minimum in the Congress 
but the Trustees 
of the BPP were 
at crossroads 
and they 
u n a n i m o u s l y 
requested me 
to take over as 
the Chairman of 
the Congress so 
it would go on 
smoothly.’ 

Now the 
agenda is 
bursting to the 
seams, I think 
out aloud… to 

which he assures me, ‘Yes, it is a huge 
responsibility for me but I will manage 
it.’ 

I asked how that is turning out so 
far and he sighs. 

‘Well, the preparations are now 
back on track. All seven of the BPP 
Trustees have unanimously reposed 
faith in me to take decisions and take 
the programme forward and so I am 
doing that. Of course I took a few 
decisions and put a few things in 
place without fear or favour. We have 
called in one of the best in class event 
companies, Percept to handle the event 
and it seems like a good decision to 
lighten the burden of the managing 
committee. The process has had to be 
smoothed over. 

If all goes as per plan, we expect that 
1200 to 1400 delegates will be attending 
all the four days of the Event.’ 

You can see that the Congress is 
on Dr. Poonawallas’ mind all the time. 
Throughout the length of our chat he 
comes up with ideas, sweetly even asks 
for my suggestions, taking decisions 
and brewing things in his busy mind. 

I grew up in the city that owns 
a great deal of its gorgeous cultural 

façade to the Poonawalla family and I 
ask Dr. Poonawalla how much of ‘him’ 
and his persona are going to be at an 
event which right now is plagued by 
controversy. He speaks about how 
controversy should not affect anyones’ 
decision to be at the WZC 2013 and 
that he has always managed 
to maintain a safe distance 
from it all. ‘But 
I suppose now 
the controversy 
can affect 
me because I 
have to deal 
with the different factions within the 
organization body!’ 

We continue a chat. Over green 
tea I get to see the latest version of 
the agenda. ‘I would love to see more 
interaction with the audience on the 
agenda but the dye is already cast for 
panel type discussions. There are a huge 
number of subjects on the schedule 
and I hope that the audience gets to 
ask questions and interact,’ he says. 

Under all the glamour that is Dr. 

agenda as the new face of the Congress 
as well. ‘The Congress must be about 
subjects and topics that need change 
and less about being glamorous. 
Controversial issues have been left out.  
We have however made a lot of room 
for networking and interaction in the 
evenings and plus the tea lunch and 
coffee breaks…. This gives the delegates 
a pleasant space to interact in. I would 
have liked to add some meaningful 
site visits to the agenda as well.

A lot of people including myself 
would have wanted to discuss the two 
major issues that would have been of 
maximum interest; that 
is alternative disposal of 
the dead and the issue of 
the fate of children who 
have had or want to have 
their Navjotes, but are 
born by Intermarried Parsi 
girls who have marryed 
outside. However as theses 
are extremely dividing 
issues, discussions on 
them have not been 
included in the Congress 
so that the occasion can 
remain pleasant and least 
acrimonious!’

There is a time and 
place for everything. The 
Congress should not be all 
work and no play and Dr. 
Poonawallas’ eyes light 
up as he talks about the 
special event planned at 
the race course for all the 
Delegates. ‘For the racing 
programme on the 29th 

we are 

r e a l l y planning 
something elaborate and enjoyable. 
We have paid special attention to even 
the minutest of things like the seating 
arrangements! Parsis have always 
been a big part of racing history right 
from the inception of the Western Turf 
India Turf Club by Sir C.N. Wadia.’

With less than two weeks to go 
before the eyes of the Zoroastrian 
Community across the globe is on 
his Congress, Dr Poonawalla says he 

nothing goes wrong now’
Dr. Poonawallas entire biotech 

business is aimed at helping vaccinate 
populations across the globe. By the 
year 2000 1 out of every 2 children 
across the globe has received medical 
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care from the vaccines created at his state of the art facility in Pune. The Indian 
National Programme of Immunization is largely dependant on the Serum Institute. 
Dr. Poonawallas’ contributions have not gone unnoticed across the world. He has 
received award after award for his work and recognition from leaders in every sphere. 

When I ask him about his idols, he is quick to reply that he truly admires Bill 
Gates. ‘I don’t have Parsi idols because people worthy of being idols were those 
who lived in the past when they build up the successful empires that are slowly 
being dissipated by their successors who sadly have not lived up their parents 
and grandparents achievements.’ 

Many heavy questions later I ask Dr. Poonawalla about what makes him 
happy to be Dr. Poonawalla…He laughs… and then thinks… and then says… 

biotech company and my racing and breeding empire have been built without 
compromising on my principals of corporate governance and my ability to call 
a spade a spade. Without fear or favour… both with the government as well as 
with society.’ 

I bid farewell to Dr. Poonawalla who has within seconds of me turning toward 
the door already immersed himself in work with 

behind me I cannot help thinking… 
Dr. Poonawalla has been one of the best exports 

India has had. With his philanthropic work, with 
his horses and with his vaccination agenda, he has 
hosted the most prestigious of people at his home, 
one of the more recent being the Prince of Wales 
himself. Dr. Poonawallas’ grounded nature and his 
ability to call things like they are, have not taken 
away but instead added immense value to his 
personality. 

The World Zoroastrian Congress 2013 is no 
small deal. It must be, as its predecessors have been, 
a forum of decision making and great impact. With 
the hosting skills and the strong personality of Dr. 
Poonawalla atop of it, I believe the Congress can be 
everything it is cut out to be and more... 

I leave once again reassured...
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In its relentless efforts to develop and 
encourage the Spirit of Business, Trade, 
Commerce, Industry, Entrepreneurship 

and Professionalism, WZCC went to Vapi 
and Valsad to meet and learn the nuances of 
business from Industrial Boilers and Ecoplast 
Ltd. Both these industrial set-ups are the 
successful efforts of Ms Homai Engineer, 
Mr. P. P. Kharas and their teams 
respectively.

At Vapi, Industrial Boilers 
are manufactured based on 

all their boilers meet with 
International Standards.  With 
‘Quality’ in mind, their boilers 
are exported to various countries 
with some degree of pride and 
a very high degree of satisfaction. 
The most important contribution made 
by Industrial Boilers is to reduce the cost of 
electric power per unit for its customers.  No 
wonder they have won several awards, for 
all their efforts, from appropriate authorities.

At Valsad, Mr. P. P. Kharas, Chairman-
Ecoplast Ltd. introduced the three subjects 
for presentation. Mr. J. B. Desai, the MD then 
reviewed the historical development of the 

business, the innovations that led to new 

Ecoplast is the sole supplier. The Chief of 
Finance lucidly explained how they plan 

budgetary controls and monthly performance 
reviews. Controls are exercised over costs, 

This was followed by 
presentation on the manufacturing 
process of multilayer 

coated “surface protection” 

The members were then 
taken to the plant, where one 

could understand the functions of 
extruders, the die, the cooling ring, 

the haul-off and winders involved in the 

While returning to Mumbai, participants 
had an unscheduled pleasant stop at 
“Bhajanlal Dairy” near Bhiwandi.  Everyone 
had a taste of excellent dairy products.  

All the members had a good time during 
the weekend.
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Are you attending the World Zoroastrian Congress?  Why do you think is it necessary to attend?

Sam Chocksey, 77, Bandra.
Yes, I am going to attend it. I think it is necessary to 
attend. I attended the last Congress in Mumbai. I 
believe that the ideas that people abroad have can be 
introduced and after being discussed with us. It will 
help our Community to solve certain problems. I was 
very disturbed with the bickering and I am glad that 

Parvin Mistry, 56, Colaba.
No. I think once in a while people meeting and exchanging views is important. After 
all our Community is very small so we should know the problems at large. It should 
not just be a discussion and there should be something achieved at the end of it.

Viraf Panthaky, 60,Churchgate.
Although I am not attending, it is very sad to hear about its bickering. I feel they 
should have such events more often. A handful of Parsis are left, engage them, have 
a good conversation and reach a solution for our issues. Such a Congress is the right 
place to discuss all our issues.

Zubin Mehta, 63, Mazgaon.
No. I would love to attend. It gives a true picture of our Community and all the 
problems like housing and various other issues which concerns us. A Congress is 
necessary to discuss our views.

Navaz Wadi, 63, Pune.
I am not attending but I feel it is necessary to attend. You get to know views of each 
other. It shows us views of different people. We get in touch with Parsis all over the 
globe. You go home with something to think about.

Zenobia Pollard, 16, Captain Colony.
I won’t be attending but I believe it is necessary for people 
to go and make a difference. It is the perfect platform for 
people to come and give their views in large numbers. Such 
platforms help us to become better people with more enriched 
knowledge and make us proud to be Bawa.

Insha Mirza, 18, Forjett Street.
Although I am not attending I think it is essential for people to go attend 
in large numbers only then will it be a great success. The whole point of 
a Congress is people’s participation and expressing views.

Zubin Driver, 20, Dombivli.
No. I believe that it is important for us to attend as we get to know 
what the seniors think about various important topics. It also makes 
us aware of things that affect us Parsis at a global forum and not a 
domestic forum.

Fiona Karbhari, 17, Grant Road.
I will not be attending but I know it is important to go for such events as 
they broaden our horizon and make us know more about our Religion. 
It helps the common man to have a voice to speak.

Khushnum Pestonji, 35, Charni Road.
Yes I am attending the Congress. I am basically going to meet people 
from different walks of life. I got to know about the Congress through 
friends. It will be a great change from routine and at the same time 
you will get to widen your knowledge. I am looking forward to the 
infertility talks and the inauguration by the President.

Contd. from Pg. 6

ceremonies and social 
events were performed in the 
compound from time to time 
and so it was an integral part 
of the religious activities. In 
order to address this situation 
it was decided to carry out a 
signature campaign with a 
strong letter to the Lonavala 
Municipal Council informing 
them not to deprive the 
Community of the only 
Zoroastrian owned compound 
in the region. Percy Master 
therefore advised all the 
guests to sign the signature 
campaign.

Thereafter He informed 
the audience of the charities 
carried out by the trust and 
invited the representatives 
of Samvad Trust who were 
looking after the mentally 
challenged and hearing 
impaired children and doing 
humanitarian services by 
giving education and care. A 
donation of Rs. 20,000/- was 
handed over to the institution. 

The Trustees further gave 
monetary assistance to Mr. 
Burjor Billimoria, Burjor 
Mehta, Mr. Keki Meherji 
and Mr. Rumi Nanavati. The 

Trustees also give monthly 
remuneration to several well 
deserving Parsis in the hill 
area. 

Thereafter the evening 
programme commenced with 
a live Brynhild Band from 
Mumbai which splayed 

English songs. All the 
guests Danced including the 
old. 

The dancing went on and 
was truly enjoyed by everyone 
present during the function. 
The guests were treated to 
lovely snacks and dinner with 
cocktails. 

The evening ended with a 
lot of fun and frolic as prizes 
were given for different 
categories while dancing. 

The Trustees thanked 
everyone for their continuous 
support for this annual event 
and advised each and every 
guest to make at least one visit 
to the Adenwalla Agiary and 
uphold the true traditions of 
Zoroastrianism. 

The Annual Event was 
a great success and well 
attended. The evening ended 
with pleasant memories, and 
with a request from the guests 
to have a function every year.
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DEEKAY PACKERS & MOVERS
National, International 
Clearing, Forwarding, 

Kersi
+919892014580, 
+919892922006

in Aluminium Sliding 
Windows, Doors, Iron 

and Furnitures at 
Reasonable Rate.

9820365507/24446149

JOSHUA OIL

Conditions Gauranteed 
Relief from pain

Printed and Published by Cyrus M. Shroff on behalf of Kersi Jamshed Randeria, From 102, Vikas Building, 11 Bank Street, Fort, Mumbai - 1.
Printed at Dangat Media Private Limited, Mehra Centre, Marwah Estate, Saki Vihar Road, Mumbai - 400 072. 

Lagan Lounge for Rs. 201/- Only

WORD OF THE WEEK
RUNNING TEXT 
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:: ` 10/- Per Word  ::  
:: ` 15/- per BOLD WORD  ::
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? Creative advertising has a better chance to create an em
otional response in potential 

m
ay have forgotten about other services or products you offer but they already trust your brand. Rem

ind them
 of the other services.

on 9820407139

Price: Rs. 200.
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A new relationship or marriage maybe on the 
cards this week. A good week emotionally all in 
all. Career wise stress can be seen this week as 
you may feel unable to make concrete decisions. 
Advice - Remember that the universe is infi nitely 
abundant. You need simply ask of  what you want. 
Lucky dates - 16th, 17th & 19th Dec. 2013.

A great week in terms of  the love life. You will 
literally make things manifest for you. Your 
hearts desire shall be fulfi lled this week. Career 
wise you may feel weighed down as you take 
up more than you can handle. Advice - Travel. 
Plan for the future.
Lucky dates - 14th, 16th & 19th Dec. 2013.

Disagreements and ego clashes are seen 
with the loved one. Some kind of  loss may 
be felt this week emotionally. Career wise 
it’s not a good week as you don’t quite see 
things materialising the way you want them 
to. Expenditures increase. Advice - Allow your 
mind to settle before zeroing down on a choice. 
Lucky dates - 15th, 16th & 19th Dec. 2013.

A huge change is in store this week on the 
emotional front. A beginning is on it’s way this 
week. Drastic changes for the goodwill be seen. 
Career wise you will do your duties religiously 
and with utmost dedication. Advice - Do not 
allow yourself  to give in to temptations.
Lucky dates- 14th to 16th December 2013.

You and your partner will plan for the future this 
week. Marriage maybe on your mind as well. 
You will invest into your relationship this week. 
Career wise you will get guidance from a logical 
person on how to take things forward or you 
may simply become more clear in your mind as 
to what you should be doing now. Advice - Make 
a wish as they do come true. 
Lucky dates - 17th, 18th & 20th December 2013.

There is some strife seen on your emotional 
front this week. You may have to fi ght to prove 
your point. Career wise things look better as 
plans materialise and the future can now be 
set. Advice - Meditate and take time to sort out 
your mind.
Lucky dates - 14th, 16th & 19th Dec. 2013.

The end to a bad phase fi nally arrives. Your 
heart still maybe heavy though. However, the 
sunrise is very near. Career wise you may 
feel confused and a little low. Choices may be 
abundant. Advice - Be self  content and believe 
in yourself.
Lucky dates - 18th to 20th December 2013.

A very good week ahead. You and your partner 
will have an emotionally fulfi lling week. You both 
will spend more time with each other. Career 
wise also you will enjoy yourself  and let your 
creative side play. Advice - Keeping the good 
mood with you plan for the future without any 
fears.
Lucky dates - 15th, 16th & 20th Dec. 2013.

Love will bloom and romantic partnerships will 
materialise. Those already in a relationship will 
share a romantic week. Career wise this week 
promises you fulfi lment. What you want to get in 
order for your dreams to come true will be found. 
A few may start something new. Advice - Plan 
meticulously and with precision. Let your passion 
guide you.
Lucky dates - 14th, 15th & 17th Dec. 2013.

Stars, Angels and higher 
Spirituality are all part 
of being Kermeez Shroff. 
See what the week holds 
in store for your root 
number. To get your root 
number add the digits 
of your birth date, till 

you arrive at a single digit number.
eg. 25-3-1988. Take 25 only- add 2 and 5 
= 7. You will hence read number 7. Enjoy!

9819221480
kermeezshroff@yahoo.co.in

Jpegmini.com is 
a photo compression 
tool which compresses 
your .jpg photos 

affecting their visual 
resolution or quality. 
The compression can 
be upto 5 times, i.e. the 
converted photo could 

size of the original.
With Jpegmini 

you can store more 
photos on your hard drive and online photo service 
accounts, attach more photos to your emails, and 
upload your photos faster to the web. If you have an 
image-intensive website, your pages will load faster, 
improving user experience and you’ll also reduce 
your storage and bandwidth costs.

Online registration is simple. Once you register 
yourself, you can use the service free for single photos 
or for unlimited albums processing - each album that 
you upload can contain up to 1000 photos, and can 
be up to 200 MB in size. You upload your photos and 
soon you will receive an email, requesting you to 
download the converted, re-sized photos.

It’s a real treat. Easy to understand and simple 
to use.

Joining the 
Parsi Times 
pages with 
some fun, 
interesting 
and quirky 
things to do 
online, is 
Yazdi Tantra. 

A Chartered Accountant by 
training, Computer Consultant 
by Profession, Entrepreneur 
Developer by hobby and 

Look up his latest blog www.
ConsumerResources.in for 
some useful resources, and 
on-lyne.blogspot.in for some 

Jpegmini.com

RECIPE

Purveen Dubash is a 
chef with many knives 
in her pretty home 

kitchen cabinet. From 
TV anchor to educator 
to author she is armed 
with culinary skills to 
put your tummy into 
a hypnotic state. We 
are proud to present 
to you her recipes 
which have the unique 
distinction of being not 
only simple to follow 
but yummy to taste!

Ingredients:
Cake:
3 eggs
½ cup sugar
2 tablespoons oil

1 teaspoon baking 
powder
3 tablespoons cocoa
Directions:
Sieve the last three 
ingredients. Beat the 
eggs and sugar till thick 
and creamy. Fold in 
the sieved ingredients 
gently with a metal 
spoon.
Add the oil. Pour into 
a well-greased cake 
tin. Bake at 160 degrees 
Celsius for 15-20 
minutes.
Syrup:
¼ cup sugar
½ cup water 
Boil together and cool.

Frosting:
2 cups whipping cream
Chocolate shavings 
Cherries
Whip the cream till 
triple in quantity. Slit 
the cake into half. Pour 
the syrup on the bottom 
half. Spread a thick layer 
of whipped cream.
Place the top half on 
it and press gently. 
Pour the syrup. Frost 
generously with the 
remaining cream. 
Decorate with chocolate 
shavings and cherries.

Dear Mamaiji, 
You always make me read the 
Gujarati calendar date from the 
front page of the Parsi Times. Today is 
Mahrespand Roj. What does that mean? 

Dear Dikri, 
Mahrespand is connected to Holy Words and Prayers, 
thus, to the Holy Scriptures of the Zoroastrian Religion 
and Faith. Our prayers have energy, spiritual power and 
force. These have the power to create magic and miracles. 
That’s why our ancient, powerful priests were called as 
Magi or Magicians. They knew which prayers to be recited 
and how to create a new, favourable situation. Do not take 
these manthras of our prayers lightly. Revere them even 
as you chant them. Connect with Mahrespand Yazat to get 
a closer emotional connection with your prayers and do 

any particular prayer you are doing when you pray these 
with dedication and right pronunciations thus creating the 
right vibrations.
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Silloo Kavarana
Silloo Kavarana was known as the “Florence 
Nightingale” by the ailing of the J. J. Hospital Parsi 
Ward. She began volunteering for social causes and 
began with the FD Petit Sanitorium. She then joined the Ratan 
Tata Institute and Stri Zarthostri Mandal to make sure that the 
under-privileged women were trained and gainfully employed.
She then joined Red Cross and touched lives with her warmth 
and ability to spread cheer. It is said those six months before 
her death she was not in the pink of health but she startled 
everyone by getting out of bed and making preparations to aid 
the Tsunami victims.
She was elected for two terms as a President of Bombay Parsee 
Punchayet and worked tirelessly towards the betterment of our 
Community. She has always been a devote supporter of our 
traditions and practises and has always believed in our customs. 
But she also believed that women should have equal rights and 
opportunities.
She touched everyones heart with her kindness and love for one 
and all. She managed making people feel better in the toughest 
of situations. After all happiness is a state of mind and what 
better way than making people feel at comfort and at ease even 
in the grimmest situations. She  passed away on 17th October  
2005, half way through her second term as BPP Trustee. She  is 
greatly missed by the Community.

Name ... Aban Paghdiwalla.

I work at... Diana Caterer.

I work as... Catering at J.B. Vachha 
School and Lagan-Navjotes.

That basically means... Serving people good food.

My work day begins with...  A prayer.

I love this about my job... Everything. 

I wish this would change about my job...  Nothing as 
such.

I have been working here for ... Since 1965.

I head to office and head back home at these times... 
9:00 am. - 1:00 pm.

Some of the things that make up my work day…Serving 
good food to people.

Someone I think has an interesting job is… People in the 
Tourism Industry.

Henna was considered a vehicle 
of transformation and beauty. 
At sunset the ancient Egyptians 
would burn henna as an incense 
to invoke the spirit of Ra. In Morocco Henna is used to guard 
against misfortune. In India, North Africa, Southeast Asia 
and the Middle East, henna is seen as a talisman, a blessing 
upon the skin with the power to bring the wearer happiness 
and wealth.  Attracts love if worn close to the heart. Wear to 
ward off the evil eye and provide protection from illnesses.

Henna

Roxanne Bamboat

I love food quotes and this anonymous one 
seems extremely apt. If you’re a food lover or 
someone with a soft spot for all things sweet 

bakeries cropping up all over the city, it can get 
hard to decide which ones are really worth it. If 
the popularity of Love Sugar Dough (LSD) and 

the number 
of outlets 
across the city 
is anything 

to go by, these guys know their 
desserts. I had the pleasure of 
receiving a box of their mini or as 
I like to call them Baby Cupcakes 
as a gift once and I knew I had to visit their store 
and try more desserts. 

Nauzad Munshi and Tarannum Merchant, 
who are joint managing directors of LSD, are 
the brains behind this business. Between this 
dynamic duo,  they have managed to capture the 
hearts and taste buds of many hungry dessert 
junkies including quite a few celebrities as well. 

While Tarannum is in charge of the 
kitchen and whips out the 

deliciousness, Nauzad 
is in charge of 
everything else from 

administration to 
marketing and PR.

Their newest outlet is at 
Breach Candy, and like 
a l l their other outlets, 

is vibrant with 
their signature 
bright pop colours 

and display full of 
yummy treats. It took 

me a while to not only 
meander through the 

dessert and pastry counter 
and then a separate 
counter dedicated 

to Cupcakes in different 

From Chocolate, Vanilla, 
Moccachino, Red Velvet 

with Cream Cheese, red velvet 

with butter Sugar Frosting to Blueberry and many 
more. Of course the Cupcakes are delicious but 
instead of eating all (that would be quite a sugar 
rush) I recommend you get yourself a box of the 
adorable mini Cupcakes which come in a range of 

I’m told are very popular but sadly they were over 
when I visited the store but instead got a chance to 
try their dessert in a jar range. This is actually very 
convenient for gifting (just like the mini Cupcake 
boxes) because it’s a pretty jar stuffed with the 
dessert of your choice, either a Red Velvet Cake 

or then the classic Black Forest 
Cake. Personally, I thought the 

an entire 
jar without 
falling sick so 
it needs to be 
shared!

If all the sweet stuff is too much for you, don’t 
fret, they have a savory selection as well with a 
choice of sandwiches which make a g r e a t 
breakfast option, croissants  and 

cookies - the butter cookies and oat and raison 
ones being the best. Apart from their off the shelf 
desserts LSD also does some custom made cakes 
for special occasions. LSD has outlets in Vile Parle, 
Lokhandwala, Breach Candy and their Flagship 
store in Bandra. They are all set to launch a brand 
new branch in Mumbai Central in the next few 
months.

LSD Cupcake fever has hit 
Mumbai city and Roxanne is 

place for cupcakes and more! 

When stressed and in 

doubt- Cupcake it out!  

Flagship Store:
LSD - Love Sugar Dough 31 Bajaj Arcade,
Union Park, Near Olives, Khar, Mumbai

Telephone: 022 26052028
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