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Field Marshall S. H. F. 
J. ‘Sam’ Manekshaw, 
India’s greatest military 

commander, would have 
turned 100 on April 3, 2014.

Please join me in saluting 
Our very own Sam Hormusji 
Framji Jamshedji Manekshaw, 
also known as Sam Bahadur 
(‘Sam the Brave’). He was 
the only Indian military 

Marshal of India, better known 
as Field Marshall Manekshaw. 
He passed away in Wellington 
(near Ooty) in 2008. Like a 

a gentleman to the core. The 
government seems to have 
forgotten his contribution. 
Here is an excerpt from his 
last interview:

“I once got shot 9 times 
and my father (who was a 
medical doctor) wrote to me 
to tell me, ‘My son, you have 
been shot through your lungs, 
if you smoke another cigarette 
you’re a dead man; you have 
been shot through the liver 
and kidney, if you drink you’ll 
be a dead man.’ I listened to 
him…. and nearly died.”

General Manekshaw was 
able to demand courage from 
his soldiers because his own 
was never in doubt. Known 

given him by the Indian 

Burma, where he was 
seriously wounded. 
Assuming he would 
die, an English 
General pinned his 
own Military Cross on 
Captain Manekshaw’s 
chest (yes, he was 
a Captain in those 
days), since the medal 
could not be awarded 
p o s t h u m o u s l y . 
Another story has it 
that a surgeon was 
going to give up 

on his bullet-riddled body 
until he asked him what had 
happened and got the reply, 
“I was kicked by a donkey.” 
A joker at such a time, the 
surgeon reckoned, had a 
chance of survival.

Another priceless quote by 
him on the military 
knowledge of 
politicians: “I 
wonder whether 
those of our 
political masters 
who have been 
put in charge 
of the defense 
of the country 
can distinguish 
a mortar from 
a motor; a gun 
from a howitzer; 
a guerrilla from a 

gorilla, although a great many 
resemble the latter.”

A grateful Nation and 
Community salute you, Sir!

And to prove the Field 
Marshal’s observation was 
spot on, the political ‘tamasha’ 
we are witnessing today 
continues to plunge to newer, 
more audacious depths. Name 
calling opponents is passé. 
Sheer conceit and contempt 
of the law is the new mantra. 
Kalmadi of the 2G scam 
infamy sulked because he 
was not given a ticket by the 
Congress; a few days later 
he agreed to support the 
person who got it. His partner 
from Tihar jail, A. Raja, 
considered the architect and 

1.72 lakh crore 2G spectrum 
scam, claims to be worth only 
Rs. 3.16 crore (including his 
dependants’ assets) going by 

Nilgiris on the 4th of April; he 
is the sitting MP from there. 
An EVM (Electronic Voting 
Machine) raised eyebrows 
across Assam on Tuesday 
during a mandatory mock 
trial in Jorhat. Every time ANY 
button was pressed, the vote 

went in favour of the BJP. Now 
they are checking all the EVMs 
by a fresh set of engineers, just 
in case. Jorhat goes to polls on 
the 7th of April. And Sharad 
Pawar shoots himself in the 
foot yet again. On the 2nd of 
April, he stated that Narendra 
Modi-led BJP would be the 
single largest party, Congress 
would come in second, and 
that his own party, the NDA, 
wouldn’t get the ‘Magic 
Number’ (whatever that is); 
that is of course till someone 
rushed to remind him that 
his party was aligned with 
the Congress. On the 1st of 
April, he dismissed Shiv Sena 
Chief Uddhav Thakeray’s 
claim that Pawar had sought 

to join the NDA as ‘joke of the 
year.’ On the 31st of March, he 
described Modi as ‘dangerous 
for the country, and in need of 
treatment at a mental hospital 
for talking rubbish.’ On 23rd 
March, he made the EC see red 
by asking voters to wipe off 

at his hometown, and then 
at their place of work. Two 
months ago, he had said, “It is 
unfair to link Modi’s name to 
the Gujarat riots as courts had 
given him a clean chit.”

And now, let’s meet a 
voter. Adi Suder (83), from 
Byculla has voted in every 
election since 1951. He feels, 

voting equals forfeiting 

one’s rights, which he terms 
‘unadvisable.’

All of 14 years, Suvir 
Mirchandani has done India 
proud. While researching for 
a project on environmental 
sustainability, when the 
question of minimizing the 
use of ink and paper came up, 
he compared the most used 
letters of the alphabet – a, e, 
o, t, and r – among fonts. He 
found the ‘Garamond’ font 
was the most economical as 
the characters were lighter 
and thinner, using 25% 
less ink than ‘Times New 
Roman,’ which was standard 
for Government documents. 
Per year, the savings on ink 
worked out to $136 million for 

Contd. on Pg. 14




























