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TWITTER  https://twitter.com/TheParsiTimesFaceBook Like: Parsi Times

Dear Readers,

Freyan.

POINT TO NOTE: It’s the message, not the messenger you might be mad at! Please Note: The opinions expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ 
are those of Readers and contributors and do not necessarily express the opinion of our Publication. We reserve only the right to ‘edit for 

doubts and issues about the content of the letters, they are requested to contact the individual authors if his / her details are mentioned.

Parsee well settled family, invities proposals for 
unmarried, educated, 36 years old boy, having 

good income and own accomodation.
Contact on: 08758229098

religious values working with reputed organization 

family from Mumbai – upto 33 years – Horoscope 
matching is necessary.

Please write to matrimony.1984@yahoo.com 
with full bio-data and photo.

Contd. on Pg. 12

ACCOMODATION 2RK AVAILABLE FOR PARSI / IRANI 
ZOROASTRIANS AT CONCESSIONAL RATE ON OWNERSHIP 
BASIS (WITH LIFT FACILITY) AT AHUNA TPZA CO-OP HSG 
SOCIETY LTD., DIVECHA COMPLEX ‘B’ EDULJI ROAD, CHARAI, 
THANE (W) 400 601.

FORMS FOR APPLICATION ARE AVAILABLE AT THE ANJUMAN 
OFFICE SITUATED ON THE 8TH FLOOR OF THE ABOVE 
MENTIONED SOCIETY (TEL: 25377121) ON PAYMENT OF RS 
250/ - BETWEEN 10.00 AM AND 12.30 PM (EXCEPT SUNDAYS).

OR CONTACT THE UNDERSIGNED FOR SOFT COPY OF FORM

LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS 

IS 1ST NOVEMBER 2014

 FOR THE THANA PARSI ZOROASTRIAN ANJUMAN
KAIZAD M BILLIMORIA

HON SECRETARY
(9594064436)

ACCOMODATION AVAILABLE

Job Profile: Part / Full time Writers to cover Beats and Soft Stories.
Position for Sub-Editorship also open. Pay is competitive.

We are currently looking for young enthusiastic 
Journalists to hop on board!

Parsi Times invites YOU to join our Editorial Team.

To apply please send a copy of your CV to our Editor 
Freyan@parsi-times.com (Subject: Editorial Team Application) 

along with some samples of your work.
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98th Anniversary Celebration of Deolali Agiary 
The auspicious occasion started with a Havan Gah Maachi at 6:45 am marking the 98th anniversary 

of the precious Agiary. A lot of Parsis attended the Jashan Ceremony which commenced at 5.30 pm. 
The Jashan was then followed by ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING of the trust. 

The Community members attended the meeting and a small speech was given by Panthaky Saheb 
Er. Firoz G. Chawksi to the crowd present. The AGM presided by the trustees felicitated the volunteers 

and the employees of the trust for all the efforts they had put in. The mouth-watering Ghambar 
consisting of tasty veg and non-veg food was catered by Mr. Jimmy Dandiwalla who 
has been serving the Agiary for several years with a sumptuous dinner. This grand 

evening came to an end with a grand note.

Meanwhile....in Surat...
The D.N. Modi Sehanshai Atash Behram celebrated its 192nd 

Salgreh on Roj Sarosh Mah Ardibehesht. 
The event started in the morning with Havan Gah Machi from the 

to each Parsi home in the nearby streets. It was followed by hundreds 
of Parsis who came to see the auspicious occasion. ‘Haar Divo’ was 

A Jashan was performed by the Mobeds headed by Vada Dastoorji 
Cyrus Dastoor. Again in Avishutham Geh, another Jashan was performed 
by the Surat Athornan Mandal. The day ended with a sumptuous free 
dinner served at the Nanpura Dharamshala.

consisting of t
has been serv

evening cam

A get-together for the Senior Citizens was once again organized by Zoroastrian Trust Funds of 

Lane, Grant Road.
Ms.Yasmin Mistry, Trustee of ZTFI extended a warm welcome to one and all, and thanked them for 

their gracious presence.  She thereafter gave a brief on the activities undertaken by ZTFI.  To mention 
a few, she said that “Feed the Family” programme is doing good work and a big numbers of donors 
are coming forward to extend their help.  Even, the monthly doles and grain distribution is also doing 
well for our Community.

During her speech, Ms.Yasmin Mistry asked the senior citizens 
whether they expected anything particular from ZTFI.  Many of 
them wanted ZTFI to once again arrange a trip to Udvada for 
them.  She immediately agreed to organize a trip shortly.  There 

Ms. Yasmin Mistry agreed and inform them that ZTFI is organizing 
next Function at Salsette on 02nd November 2014.

2 Games of Housie were played & fabulous Prizes were 
distributed and 8 Lucky Draws and 6 spot prize were distributed

Thereafter, Mr. Muncherji Cama, Trustee of BPP  addressed the 
gathering by welcoming the Senior Citizens.

The function was well attended by around 200 Senior Citizens.
While concluding the function, Ms. Yasmin Mistry 

thanked the Managing Committee, Staff Members and the 
Volunteers of ZTFI for their whole-hearted support for 
making the event a grand success.  She also thanks all the 
Donors without whom the success of ZTFI was not possible. 
Lastly, on behalf of ZTFI she thanked the Trustees of Panday 
Girls’ High school for allowing ZTFI to use the hall free of cost.  

song “Chaiye Hame Zarthosthi” and dinner boxes were 
distributed to all the Senior Citizens, who attended the  
function.
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After the overnight 
journey from Mumbai 
Central by train I got 

down at Navsari station 
at 5.10 am. The day, 3rd 
of Oct. 2014, Sarosh Roz 
of Ardibehest Mahino; the 

occasion to celebrate the 
249th Salgreh of Navsari Anjuman Atash Behram.  A quick bath 
and light breakfast with hot steaming Parsi chai, at Sohrab 
Baug, meant that I was fresh and ready for the day’s task ahead. 
Making my way through the small by lanes towards the Atash 
Behram, I note that the “Vaads” as they are called as, which 
once belonged to Parsis, were all taken over by Gujaratis and 
Muslims. Soon, I was in front of the huge decorated gate of the 

in the morning sun, it was just around 8.30 am and since the 
“Jaher Jashan” was to be held at 9.30 am, I took time to talk 
to a few people at the Atash Behram. Ervad Kaizad Jehanbux 
Kotwal, a Bouywala Dasturji at the Atash Behram for the 
last 15 years started by telling me that, this holy place for 
Zarthostis celebrates its Birthday twice, meaning today [3rd 
Oct] is the Salgreh of the Padshah Saheb’s stapna in 1765, 
and this Navu makan which was build in 1925 on Sarosh Roz 
of Tir Mahino celebrates its Salgreh in December. He added 
that on the marble wall facing the Atash Padshah, a distinct 

Akbar’s court) mysteriously surfaced a few decades ago and 
can be seen even today. The current 17th generation of Vada 
Dasturji at Navsari also belongs to the same Meherjirana 
dynasty. The team of Dasturjis that perform the day to day 
duties at the Atash Behram comprise of Ervad Homi Kotwal 
[who is also the secretary of Atash Behram], Ervad Freddy 
Palia, Ervad Homi Minocherhomji and they are well supported 
by a team of four Bouywala Dasturjis. Ervad Kaizad Kotwal 
enumerated that apart from the Atash Behram there are 2 
Adarians and 3 Dadghahs at Navsari. The Salgreh celebrations 
of these Agiaries were once, followed by “Hamkars” instead 
of Gambhars; which means that there is dinner organized for 
Mobeds only by their respective Vaads all around Navsari.

Ervad Kaizad Kotwal then introduced me with the Trustee & 
Secretary of Navsari Atash Behram & Vadi Dar-e- Meher Trust, Mr. 
Khurshed Desai.  I found in him a very warm and down to earth 
personality and he discussed with me a few valuable points 

celebrate the 250th Salgreh of the Atash Behram next year.
The Salgreh’s “Jaher Jashan” was timely started at 9.30 

am by six mobeds of Navsari in presence of a handful of 
Bedins. The chasniwala Mr. Firdaus Hormuzji Avari of Khamla 
village near Navsari, who is with the Atash Behram for the last 
3 decades was quick in informing me through the course of 
the Jashan prayers that the Salgreh day each year witnesses 
Zarthostis visit the Atash Behram all day long in small numbers, 
and so there is no sitting crowd at the Jashan. This point was 
found correct, as even though I saw many youngsters visit the 
Atash Behram during the course of the Jashan but not many 
attended the Jashan. They took to their own prayers instead 
in the Kebla chamber. The Jashan prayers took more effect as 
the number of Mobeds reciting the prayers increased and soon 
the hall was full of Mobeds, then Bedins and to bless them all 
was the presence of Vada Dasturji of Navsari Ervad KN Dastoor. 
The Jashan prayers ended with a bow and handshake by all 
present with the Vada Dasturji and it was around 10.45 am 
when I made my way out of the Atash Behram to explore more 
on the streets of Navsari.

The Sukhad Loban shops alongside the famous chain 
of Kolah foods laced the way around the Atash Behram and 
I found my way to Dasturwad to pay a personal visit to the 
house where J N Tata was born. I was amazed and lost for a 
while in the greatness of this man and his dynasty. The house 
which is now converted into a permanent exhibition tracing 
the life of this extra –ordinary visionary holds over 150 digitally 
enhanced photographs which were very well explained by the 
caretaker there. After a nostalgic visit of the town side of this 
bubbling city now, I made my way back to the station carrying 
many useful pieces of information and happy memories of a 
religiously important day. I AM HAPPY TO BE A PARSI.

Brief History: When Parsis moved from Sanjan to Navsari around 1141 AD to promote their trade, Navsari then was known by many names like Nag Mandal, 
Nagsarika and Parsipuri [a place where Parsis resided in large numbers]. The Parsi influence in the naming of Navsari is interpreted as NAV means New 
and SARI means a place in Persia [Iran] whose climatic conditions replica the ones with this sleepy town of Gujarat. Together the name NAVSARI was born. 
With the increase in Parsi population, the need for more Mobeds to perform various religious ceremonies arose. The historic Vadi Dar- E- Meher became the 
answer for this requirement with the premier families amongst Parsis at Navsari enrolled their boys to become good Navars and Martabs. This tradition still 
continues today. Thus Navsari became a place of religious importance for Parsis and along with the religion, culture & society has also thrived. The once 
sleepy town has been the religious headquarters of Zoroastrians & Dastur families for centuries. The holy Iran Shah fire was kept alight for 300 years at 
Navsari before shifting to Udvada. The first Atash Behram in India after Udvada was consecrated in 1765 at Navsari.
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The Bedins in attendance

This is where the tomb of earlier Atash Padshah was

The Atash in its glory

The glorious top crown of  the Aatsh Behram

A view of  the Atash Behram from the gate
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The stage is not only a 
world apart, it is a myriad 
of worlds, and in those 

worlds a man can have anything 
he fancies, if only he believes 
in what he sees. The most 
beautiful part of being a child 
is the limitless imagination- to 
be what you dream and have no 

limits .The stage provides this 
limitless imagination a platform 
to showcase its talents to the 

world
Activity High school has 

once again given wings to the 
acting dreams of many children. 
The 4th Annual Inter-School 
One-Act Play Competition was 
held at Activity High School, 
on Saturday, 27th September. 
There were as many as ten 
ICSE schools taking part in this 
event from across the length 
and breadth of Mumbai. This 
delightful event was judged by 
Mr.Bharat Dabholkar, the very 
famous Advertising Guru and 
Mr. Roomi Madon, the Speech 
& Drama Teacher of Alexandra 
Girl’s English Institution.

Each play managed 
transporting us into a different 
world altogether and left us 

teary eyed either with glee 

believe that they were children 

and not seasoned actors 
performing. The most hilarious 
of them all was Activity High 
School’s (host school) play 
‘Achche Din Aane Wale Hain’ 
guided by the very talented 
photographer Mr. Sam Bagli. His 
inputs gave them the winning 
edge. It was a satire on the 
political scenario in India and 
managed bagging a very well 

second was the Lilavatibai 
Podar School who performed an 
excerpt from the classic movie 
‘Fiddler on the Roof’. 

It is incredible to see how 
Activity High school actually 
manages living up to its name 

and shines in so many extra-
curricular activities. Their 
lively Principal Mrs. Perin 
Bagli’s hard work and effort 

into making Activity shine at 
various stages is very evident. 
She has managed molding 

children indeed. Kudos to her 
and the staff for putting up 
this brilliant event.

Khushnuma Dubash

The Individual prizes were as follows:-
Best School     :- Activity High School
Runner-up School     :- Lilavatibai Podar School
Best Performer           :-      Raghav Dhingra of Children’s Academy, Thakur  Complex
Runner-up Performer :- Tie between Shubham Pancholi of Activity High School 
     and Shreya Kamble of Children’s Academy, Malad.

An AAYASARAM-GAH-GHAMBAR 
(for Ahura Mazda’s priceless 
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I’m sure you must have stayed 
in a lot of wonderful rooms 
all over the world with all 

of them having a breath-taking 
view of the ocean or the snow 
capped mountains! But this 
room was different! This is best 
room I have stayed in.

So being a man of simple 
taste, this room had one 
simple bed and a fan that use 

 

laptop, reading book and my 
not so small mobile, as you 
know the ‘smart phone’ is not 
that small these days! The view 
outside my window was green; 
not just one shade of green but 

in, a cupboard with 8 hangers 
and yes a chair that I could sit 
on and type this article.

As soon as I entered the 
room I fell in love with the 
room and the view that I had 
from the window was beautiful. 
The room gave a very peaceful 
vibe which made me love it 
even more.

So you must be wondering 
why I am writing about a room 
I’m staying in. I was determined 
to write an article on something 
that inspires me. That’s right!  
This room has inspired me to 
write about it. You may wonder 
how can a room that can’t talk 
to you or communicate with 

you in any way has inspired you 
to write, but it’s true it has.

Let’s start off with the 

How did the fan inspire me? 
Well, as a matter of fact it did. 
The fan taught me that in life 
nothing is constant, there will 
always be ups and downs, highs 
and lows, but you should never 
give up and stop. The fan never 
stopped. Sometimes it was 
super fast, sometimes it was 
super slow, but it never stopped 
working, so be like that fan, 
never stop and give up in life!

The bed: How did that 
inspire me? Well, the bed 
taught me that you just need 
the right amount of stuff in 

life to be happy. The bed 

tall person like me. Had 
the bed been a little bit bigger 
it would have not made a 
difference at all. So even in life 
be happy with whatever you 
get, and enjoy it rather than 

being greedy and wanting 
more. Even if you get more 
it will not make you happy 
as you will again want more 
and more and you will never 

One more ‘small’ thing I 
forgot to tell you all about 
my room was that there 
were also few ants here 
and there chilling around 
in my room, the point is 
that even the ants taught 

around with things that 
are smaller than you, even 

something as small as an ant 
can give you a lot of pain if 
it bites you. So in life never 
treat anyone indifferently or 
with disrespect, treat everyone 
equally always. You never 
know when that small person 
can become big, and maybe 
someday you may need his 
help.

After reading all this you 
may wonder I didn’t mention 
the name of the place that I 
stayed in but just told you’ll 
the room number I stayed in, so 
I’ll leave you’ll in the mystery 

Hoshedar Polad

Curious to know 
where Polad stayed??? 

Turn to Page 18

The most important 
ingredient of an 
individual’s life is his 

independence in moving from 
one place to another. Assistance 
from other individuals for the 
act of mobility is a very big 
set back, eventually leading to 
depression and frustration in 
one’s life.

These are devices designed 
which assist an individual in his 
walking and improve his/her 
independent mobility.

Different types of mobility 
aids available include;

Stick Walking aid 
scooter

Crutches Wheel chair
Walker Mobility scooters
Gait trainer Stair lifts

Let us understand their 
advantages, indications and 
appropriate way of use.
CANE : 

A walking stick.
Individuals who are otherwise 
stable and only require a 
little push in their walk are 
recommended to use the 
stick. 
Also stick is indicated for 
those who fear falls, for 
extra stability and safety in 
movement.
How to use your cane?

 Height of the cane should 
be adjusted, the upper 
end nearing a little lower 
(approximately 2”) to 
your hip.

 Cane should always be 
used on the ‘opposite 
side’ of your affected 
limb.

 While walking the cane 
should lead the individual 
along with/ followed by 
the opposite leg.

 Different types of canes 
are available with variety 
of bases.

 For extra support the 
quadruped stick (4 
legs) with long legs is 
recommended.

WALKER
It has a wider base of support 
with extra stability generally 
recommended after surgeries 
of lower limbs or post 
long time bed rest of the 
individual.
How to use your walker? 

 Adjusting height of the 
walker is of preliminary 
importance. The upper 
end of the walker should 
be nearing a little lower 

(approximately 2”) to 
your hip.

 Always walk within the 
walker.

 Different varieties of 
walkers are available 
according to the 
individuals need.

 For individuals with no 
balance problems walker 
with wheels can be used 
for easy propulsion.

 Walker with big wheels is 
preferred over the small 
rollers.

 Individuals with balance 
issues should go for  
walker without wheeks 
in order to avoid slipping 
because of the wheels.

CRUTCHES
They are generally used in a 
pair.
They aid faster propulsion.
Crutches are helpful in 
stair climbing where walker 
cannot be used.
Types available include 

axilary (arm pit), elbow 
crutches.

GAIT TRAINNERS
It is a recent entry in the 
market
For individuals with very 
weak trunk and poor balance 
the gait trainer is advised.
It has accessory parts 
attached to the walking 
frame which support the 
individual’s trunk while 
walking.

WHEEL CHAIRS 
These provide a substitute 
for walking. 
Wheel chairs are of two types; 
either manually propelled of 
electrically propelled
Individuals with strong 
arms can propel the chair 
manually but individuals with 
weak arms are recommended 
electrically powered chairs.

STAIR LIFTS
It’s a mechanical device for 
lifting the people and wheel 
chairs up and down the stairs.

Use the appropriate Mobility 
Aid and let not any disability 
mountain your path of mobility.

Dr. Delna Goghavalla 
Dr. Kashmira Goghavalla

(Physiotherapists)

The Doctor Is In!



Community Coverage 07
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 11, 2014

Light and learning are of the 
mind and consequently not 
perpetual. It is passed on by each 

generation to the next, much like our 
priestly tradition. Just as the priestly 
tradition is essential to the survival 
of our Community so is learning. The 
process of learning and imparting 
knowledge – Yasnaaicha, Vahmaicha, 
Kshnaothraaicha, Frasastayaecha – 
is continued by academicians, the 
ologians (priests,) educationists and 
lay scholars. Kersee kabraji is one 
such person who has made a study of 
the Gathas and drawn the essence of 
the didactic teachings which he shares 
with others freely. Kersee is to be 
commended for his in depth knowledge 
of the subject and his desire to impart 
to others the knowledge he has gained.

Kersee and his wife Perviz visited 
several locations in North America -- 
Pittsburgh, Boston, Houston, Dallas, 
Chicago and Toronto, giving lectures 
and engaging the audience to apply 
their minds and think. The subject 
matter of his talks is available on the 
Society of Scholars of Zoroastrianism 
website www.s-s-z.org.  His 
presentation of almost 100 slides is 
designed to provoke thought and arrive 
at your own conclusions in the true 
fashion of an engineer which Kersee 
has been, a consummate engineer 
in his former professional life. What 
follows is an account of his visit to  
Chicago.

In Chicago, true to the spirit of 
learning The Zoroastrian Association of 
Metropolitan Chicago sponsors annually 
a Society of Scholars of Zoroastrianism 
(SSZ) conference inviting academicians, 

educationists, the ologians 
and lady scholars to make 
presentations. The highlights 
of the presentations are the 
talks by our next generation 
Zarathushtis who study a 
topic and present. 

The 2014 Conference 
centered around Kersee 
kabraji’s presentation, 
A Gathic view of 
Zoroastrianism, which 
also touched upon the full 
spectrum of Zoroastrian theology 
from the pre-Gathic period through 
the Gathic, the Avestan, the Pahalavi, 
and through the Revival periods. The 
full text of Kersee’s presentation is 
on the www. S-S-Z.org website. At 
the conference there were other 
presentations as well, foremost being 
by our next generation on Phenology, 
Gahambars and Tushnamaiti by Persis 
Driver, Khursheed Ichaporia and 
Ervad Rayomand Ravji respectively. 
Academicians Wouter Henkelman, 

University each presented papers on 
the Royal Table of the Achemenids 
(Persepolis tablets) and Bhonu 
Prakash (Zoroastrians and food in 
historical perspective) respectively. 

presented a paper on Spenta Mainyu in 
Zoroastrianism.

A highlight of the Conference was 
recognition of the service provided to 
the Community by Joseph Peterson. 
Kersee Kabraji was invited as the 
Chief Guest of Honor to make the 
presentation of the Zoroastrian 

Scholarly Studies and Service 
Award to Joseph Peterson. To 
glean the value of Joseph’s 
service to the Community 
visit the www.avesta.org 
website which Joseph has 
created, a compilation of all 
of our scriptures, an invaluable 
resource. 

The Conference ended 
with a Next Generation panel 
discussion on Visioning the 
future Zoroastrian practice 
in North America. The panel 
members were Mehrab Deboo, 
Cyrus Rivetna, Eric Elavia, Pervin 
Taleyarkhan, Rayomand Ravji  and 

Urvaksh Patel. 
This conference was dedicated to 

Late Keki Bhote who was a lifelong 
student and an ardent supporter.
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Several members of “Indian Association of Secretaries & 

“Association of Secretaries and Administrative Professionals in 

I

forward to the next event on 
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The Salgreh day, 9th of October 
2014, Daepdin Roj of Ardibehest 
Mahino; saw the religious minded 

& spiritually attached Zarthostis coming 
in huge numbers to bow down to the 
Dadgah Saheb and receive the blessings 
of the miraculous Atash Padshah who 

the most wanted wishes of the pilgrims 
visiting Him. A head count of around 
550 Zarthostis of all ages and coming 
from all parts of Mumbai and its 
suburbs were given a warm welcome 
by the care taking family of Mr. Kersi 
B. Sui and each of them got 

whether it was attending the 
Salgreh Jashan, praying in 
front of the Kebla, sitting out 
in the huge compound with 
friends and chatting over a 
bottle of beer Or listening to 
the religious doses of history by 
Ervad and Scholar Pervez Bajan 
& clapping gleefully to the 
tunes and songs of the two Marazbans, 
Mehta & Wadia. The delicious breakfast 
by Mr. Cyrus Irani of Yezdani Bakery, 
opposite Gaiwadi and Gambhar lunch 
prepared by Ketayun, Adil & Rayomand 
Bomi Khambata ensured that no one 
left hungry and a round of mouth 
watering Sharbat by Mr. Feroze Sethna 

thirst of the pilgrims who were present 
for the occasion on a warm & dry day 
at Uran. The Bread for the Gambhar 
was supplied by Mr. Khodu Irani of Wibs 
Bakery.

The Salgreh Jashan which began at 10 am was performed by 
Ervad Hormuzd Aspandiyar Dadachanji of Watcha Gandhi Agiary, 
Mumbai and Ervad Porus Jal Katrak of Sahier Agiary, Mumbai. The 

the huge hall of the Agiary and at the same time the powerfully 

Dasturjis for the day namely Ervad Harvesp Parvez Madon of 
Jokhi Agiary, Godrej Baug and Ervad Viraf Keki Pavri of Batliwala 

internally happy & at peace.
Ms. Ketayun Bomi Khambata emotionally shared with me on 

this occasion that it’s been the 10th year for her to come to Uran 
and cater the Gambhar and this place brings fond memories of 
her late husband Bomi, who had catered his last Gambhar here. 
She heartily thanks Mr. Kersi B. Sui the lone caretaker of this 
Agiary to invite her year after year to organise this Gambhar and 
she applauds his efforts to run the show all on his own for such 

to this Agiary. Ms. Ketayun specially mentioned that in this last 
decade, if it was not for the help of Ms. Anhaita Yezdi Desai, 
Noshir & Pilloo Balsara of Cusrow Baug, Firoze Golta, and Pervin 
Mistry for the Bus service; Tanaz Kerawalla, Ramesh Florist, 
Homai Khodaiji & Navroz Pagdiwalla for selling Gambhar tickets; 
Parsi Ambulance Division’s Rayomand Tavaria & Neville Bharucha; 
Photography & Videography by Pervez Tavaria that this occasion 
year after year and this Gambhar would not have been successful.

A special gesture for the day came from Ms. Dinoo Baji Todiwalla 
& friends from Gamadia Colony along with Vaspan Tours who 

that it was safely unloaded in a clean corner of the Agiary. Mr. Kersi 
B. Sui & family, all senior citizens are happy that their collective 
efforts to make this Salgreh day each year a successful one is well 
supported by the presence of good Zarthosti crowd and their special 
gestures in contributing towards the Agiary. Mr. Kersi B. Sui thanks 

Parsi Times readers to regularly visit the Uran Agiary and help him 
in his efforts to keep the Holy Fire alive & glowing there. Amen!!

By P.T. Reporter Khushroo P. Mehta

Brief History: The Umrigar Agiary at Uran was 
consecrated in 1904; a Dadgah (small Fire Temple) set up 
110 years ago by Sheth Kuverji Adelji Umrigar and Sheth 
Khurshedji Adelji Umrigar. At that time there was a good 
presence of Zarthosti Community (around 800) in Uran. 
These families were mainly in the business of distilleries, 
serving in the Navy and a tile factory. Presently, only a 
handful remains residing on the outskirts of Uran in New 
Mumbai. However, there are regular Zoroastrian families 
visiting the Agiary all year long, because a special faith 
lives for this Agiary and its Holy Atash having fulfilled many 
wishes of its pilgrims.
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This week we have three major contenders 
for accolades and none less than the 
other, who make our Indian, Bawa and 

Maharashtrian manoos hearts skip three beats in 
quick succession and swell with pride.

John Michael D’cunha. 

in the history of 
our country to 

Chief Minister 
and an icon in 
her state and have 

on her home turf in a 
politically passionate 
state requires 
immense fortitude. The man risked his life   and it 

has appreciated this milestone in the realm of 
justice that this man has created. We salute you 
as one sir. You risked your life. It is now incumbent 
on the Government to ensure your safety and 

rate politicos, a squad should be there to ensure 
you are not a victim of harassment of any sort. 
Please be safe, for you are really an example 
of a man who could have easily slipped past the 

you are a true Indian, an example of those rare 
individuals who come out of nowhere and do the 

No one knows your history, no one knows you 

its priorities  its spearhead will babble on about 
diddley but won’t even notice how awesome a 

stand by the book .

Goswami? … no that was Bikram Vohra speak}.

A fun look at what’s going on around us. Caution: To be taken with heavy doses of humour!

his week we have t

D’cunha.

y of 
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er rr
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rf in aaa 
ionate
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the Coffee Table book release of a Masterpiece called THE 
COLOURS OF IMMACULATE WHITE – celebrating the 150 
glorious years of this mammoth educational institution, 

The beauty of the book is that it has been conceived, created, 
researched, collated and printed in the true spirit of Marianship, 
with all its students, ex-students (Alumni), staff and teachers 

of Mr. Gerson da Cunha, the unmatched media baron and one of the 

the lighting of the Jesuits 
Lamp by Principal, Fr. Kenneth Misquitta, Vice Principal, Mr 
Wilfred Noronha, The Designers and Creators of the book, Tony 
& Priya Pereira & Ms Freny Billimoria, one of the oldest and 
Senior most teacher of the school.  We then had the Principal 
Fr. Kenneth Misquita welcome all present there to this great 
event and  inform us of the likes of Dr. Homi Bhabha, Dr Farokh 
Udwadia, Iqbal Chagla, Goolam Vahanvati, Azim Premji and any 
many more stalwarts who have passed through the school’s 
portals and made a mark for themselves in the outside world 
and who till today are Marians to the core, as can be seen by their 
wonderful memories etched out in the Coffee Table book.

L-R: Tony & Priya Pereira, Giles Rebello, Guest of Honour & oldest teacher, Principal Fr. 
Kenneth Misquitta, Guest of Honour, the oldest St. Marian, Gerson da Cunha, Fr. Evarist 
Newnes, Former Principal, Jaideep Oberoi, ex-Marian & photographer of the book & Rahul 
Mulani, MC, Voice artist and proud Marian.

World for All, the Animal 

up with Parsi Times for 

This week, it features 

homes and could do with the 
love and care of affectionate 

for a companion or you want to teach your 

you simply love animals, here is a a hopeful 
soul who deserves a chance to make you 

W
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for a companion or
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All black Toothless is a 

palms. Dewormed and 
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you, where they can love and be loved 

p

y

her death. Kavita Karkare, wife of slain former 
Mumbai anti- terrorist squad chief, passed away 

learnt that Kavita’s kidneys were received by two 

deserves praise and a toast needs to be raised 

to follow Kavita and her children’s example.

amchi Mumbai. As per latest stats of births and 

should be able to meet half of the requirement 

distinct lack of vultures, compounded by our 
propensity to consume medicines which have 

dead bodies were laid out for them to feast on 

Come on, if we still desire to be looked upon 

Community India has ever played host to, pick 

as a donor and inform family members, as their 

“Umra bhar Ghalib yahi bhool karta raha………
dhool chehre pe thi, aur aaina saaf karta raha !”

over the interactions, and not just the Indian-

need to see more action from policy makers in 

friends forever.

Contributed by Jasmine Z. Sahukar, Marian wife and mom
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WILL THE Community BELIEVE HIS DEFENSE?
Now that Mr. Dinshaw Mehta has 

to answer some tough questions, 
regarding the unaccounted wealth 

he has tried to twist the matter of the 
Renegade Priests to divert attention 
from the more serious charges leveled 
against him. Passing the buck on others 
and diverting attention will not absolve 
him from the charges leveled on him, 
specially when he is the Chairperson 
of the most prestigious institution 
of the most revered Community in 
India. As a Chairperson of the Trust, 
and taking major decision, he must at 
least be aware of the whereabouts of 
the source of this unaccounted wealth 
in his custody. Instead, of giving his 

he chose to open up the old matter 
regarding the priests for which he was 
equally responsible. They all at that 
stage were united in their unethical 
decision to take revenge on the priests 
and teach them a lesson for defying 
their orders. Now that Mr. Mehta’s 
relations with other Trustees are soured 
he has taken a U turn to save his skin.  
In case of the ‘Renegade Priest case 
‘ not only Mr. Vakil but most of the 
Community members are concerned 
over the amount of Community money 
spent by the Panchayat over fruitless 
litigation against the two Community 
Priests. The previous board of Trustee 
were wiser not taking any such steps and 
just gave lip sympathy. As regards his 
excuse on conversion, no Zoroastrian 
favors conversion but children born of 
intercaste marriages where one parent 

is a Zoroastrian is accepted, there 
should be no discrimination based 
on gender of the parent, either a 
mother or the father. On the contrary, 
maternal identity is a certainty and 
mothers have a more prominent role 
in the life of a child than the father. 
Providing a ‘bungli’ within the 
premises of the ‘Doongarwadi’ for Parsi 
Zoroastrians who opt for cremation, 
is not only a logical demand but also 
a simple and an honorable solution 

within the Community. Mr. Mehta and 
those Trustees who have the best 
interest of the Community at heart 
should strive for this noble cause. Mr. 

two ladies also may not object. In 
fact, it is the only way to establish 
peace in the Community. We may 
differ in our views but all do agree 
that we should pay a small price 
to buy peace for the Community. 

Mehta suggests by saying that “It is of 
utmost importance to acknowledge 
that even Madan and Mirza do not 
follow their own brand of religion, 
but they in fact offer the very same 
Zoroastrian prayers for the departed 
souls who have opted for cremation 
instead of Dokhmenashini.” Mr. Mehta 
assumes that they have a monopoly 
not only over the Community 
properties, but also over religion, 
having a copyright for the prayers 

for which prior permission is required 
from the Trustees. The Priests and 
those whom they serve with prayers 
are all followers of Zoroastrian faith 
and no one can deny them their right 
to our traditional prayers. Even a non-
Zoroastrian if he choses to pray our holy 
mantras, cannot be stopped as we also 
can recite from Gita, Bible or Koran.  
Mr. Mehta now has developed a 
special sympathy for the Priests 
who for merely offering prayers are 
victimized. It is like the proverb 
“billi so chuha kha kar haj ko chali “ 
He now feels that action should have 
been taken against the person(dead?) 
and their family members who opt for 
cremation. Mr. Mehta, you as the head 
of the Community are practicing the 
rule of dictatorship, and thankfully 
this country is not ruled by you. 
Democracy ensures no breach of law 
by cremation of dead bodies. In fact, 
it is the crime, allowing the dead 
body to putrify thereby causing harm 
to the environment. If you intend to 

family members please think twice, 
you may be heading for more serious 
trouble, specially if you intend to 
spend court fees from public money. 
Now that you have become wiser, 
and repent for wasting Community 
wealth for meaningless squabbles, 
and If you really feel you have done 
wrong and repenting for doing so, the 

Community is to pay back the money 
you have spent for delivering wrong 
judgement otherwise you will not be 
able to justify your sudden change 
of heart. It is good that even at this 
time you have started considering 
the best interest of the Community. 
You should have thought twice before 
squandering the Community wealth 
entrusted to you to be used for the 
welfare of the Community. Now that 
you are cornered from all sides that 
you have chosen to take a u turn.  
Since the time the new panel of 
Trustees are elected more and more 

tarnished our image. We do not say 
that there were no squabbles in the 
past, but now in the present regime 
all boundaries are crossed and the 
Community has absolutely no faith 
in the Trustees. There are some who 
have received extra favors, and some 
others who have common interest will 
believe you. The poor and the needy 
are treated shabbily as if they are 
under the obligations of the Trustees. 
Depriving the poor and the needy, 
and contrary to the donor’s wishes, 
accommodations are sold to the 
highest bidder, or to those who serve 
and support the Trustees in their 
dubious deals. When Trustees can 
reap such good harvest they naturally 
do not hesitate to spend exorbitantly 
expecting high returns from their 
investment. That is why the code of 
conduct is shelved or put on hold!

By P.T. Writer Piroja Jokhi

us with no alternative but to 
either let them mismanage the 
BPP further or let the Charity 
Commissioner take over the 
functioning. There is no other 
choice left. Both ways the 
Community is the loser. Readers 
decide.
Arzan J Ghadially

Dear Editor,
They are looting the 

innocent residents of Godrej 
Baug in the name of ‘Property 
Tax’ by collecting an excessive 
amount, namely in excess 
of the amount charged by 
the BMC 

While the BMC has charged 
a tax amount of only 56 lakh, 
the BPP Trustees are charging 
one crore and 12 lakhs. This 
extra charge which is double 
is excessively being imposed. 

It amounts to an impermissible 
increase and requires an 
explanation as to how it can be 

The BPP Trustees have been 
encouraging illegal alterations 
/ additions knowingly, by the 
residents of the BPP colonies. 
They deliberately choose 
to turn a blind eye in such 
matters so that in the future 

regard to damaged structures 
being unsafe. This will give 
a chance to the BPP to go for 
redevelopment at the cost of 
hardship and suffering wrongly 
given to innocent, helpless, 
law abiding Parsis who have so 
many troubles already. 

Instead of helping troubled 
Parsis these Trustees are 
creating problems and more 
harassment for law abiding 
Parsis. 
Dr. Viraf Kapadia 

Dear Editor,
I have come across a 

small booklet titled ‘Towers 
of Silence at Doongerwadi in 
Bombay’ reprinted in 1990 
by the Trustees of the Parsi 
Punchayat in which opinions of 
eminent Zoroastrian Priests are 
also given. All of them praise 
and agree that our system of 

better than any other way. But 
the opinions are of those who 
lived in the 19th Cnetury. 200 
years ago when the Towers of 
Silence were built in Bombay 
(now Mumbai), long before 
anyone dreamed of living in a 
nearly inaccessible and remote 
place, covered with jungle and 
inhabited only by panthers, 
hyenas, snakes and jackals. 
Civilization has advanced so 
much that in the present day, 
the Towers of Silence is right in 

the heart of the city. But today, 
leave aside panthers, hyenas, 
snakes and jackals; not even 
birds of prey (vultures) are to 
be found. Still the Trustees of 
the Parsi Punchayat and our 
learned priests do not agree 
that some alternative means 
have to be employed. One of 
these methods is cremation 
where the corpse is turned 
into ash very quickly without 
polluting the environment. 
Trying to breed the vultures 
has not been successful. So the 
only other option is to shift the 
Towers of Silence to a remote 
place where the whole system 
can operate smoothly once 
again as before-some mountain 
areas. As the saying goes- ‘If 
Allah does not come to the 
mountain, let the mountain 
come to Allah.’

Then what happens to 
the prime property of the 

Doongerwadi? Let one more 
Baug for the Parsis consisting 
of high rise buildings be 
constructed there- and name 
it as ‘Doongerwadi Baug’. Or, 
alternatively, utilize the area 
to build home for the aged in 
the heart of the city. If not, 
then one day the government 
will ultimately take away this 
prime property and we will be 
left twiddling our thumbs. 
Rumi Umrigar  

Dear Editor, 
Iranian Zoroastrian Anjuman 
& the greatest scam of the 
century where 960 acres of 
agricultural land at Palghar 
worth 1000 crores is at stake. 
Finally, the D-day arrived on 
28th September, 2014 at Godrej 
Pavilion where elections to the 
5 Bombay seats was held as 

Contd. from Pg. 02
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CLASSIFIEDS

TEMPO Trucks available 
ON HIRE. We Undertake 
contracts of shifting 
household furniture, etc, 
with skilled labout.

Contact Dutta 
9821319228 / 9820006236

SPITAMAAN CREATION
FAIR DEAL - SHOP

at Boyce Agiary Estate - 
Tardeo. 

Embroidered Kurties, 

Sadra, Kusti, Toran.
Bailiff & Sons
9819620666

Please do note that while we are happy 
to bring the Community together via our 
Classified Section we are not responsible 
and do not endorse any product or service 
advertised in our Classified Section and will 
not be held responsible by any third party for 
the content of the ad space.

Akg“p rkL$L$pAp¡, b¡ÞL$“p¡V$, 
õV¡$çàk, L$hfp¡, dpQukg¡bg, 

r‘L$Qk® L$pX®$, àg¡INL$pX®$, 
rkNpf¡V$ L$pX®$, I[Ági A¡L$V$fp¡“p 
‘p¡õV$ L$pX®$, ap¡V$pAp¡, Ap¡V$p¡N°pa 

A“¡ L$g¡L$i“p¡ gCiy„. 
9987599908

Travel Comfortably in 
Brand New A/c

INNOVA/SKODA RAPID
Reasonable Rates & with 

Excellent Service. 
To Udvada, Navsari, 

Surat, Mahableshwar, 
Shirdi, Goa etc.
Contact Navaaz

9819244454 / 9322279869

Parsi Owned & Driven 
SWIFT D’ZIRE CAR

(A.C. & IN GOOD 
CONDITION)

AVAILABLE ON HIRE 
FOR OUTSTATION AND 

WITHIN MUMBAI.
PLEASE CONTACT

ROHINTON - 9223395255

TAVERA Dual A/C Udvada 
5,300/- next day 6000/- 

operating seat wise 
outstation Navsari, Surat, 

Deolali. Contact Kersi 
Ichhaporia 24123083/ 

Mob: 9820024599

CLOCK REPAIRS
Repairs of English /German 
Grandfather Clocks, 
Quarter Chimers, Carriage 
Clocks, Pocket / Wrist 
Watches. Contact: Cyrus 
Khambatta: 26042635, 
9820895967, 9820257919.

TRAVEL WITH SHYAM
Travel in A/c Innova and 
Honda city to Udwada / 
Navsari / Surat / Shirdi / 
Nashik / Pune / Panchgani 
/ Mahabaleshwar etc. and 
all over India.
1 day Udwada – Rs.5,000/- 

for 7 persons 
Airport transfers – 

Rs.1,500/- also local, 
Wedding & Navjote 

functions
CONTACT: 98203 67891

9820987891

PARSI DAGLI
Shirts | Pants | Safari Suits

Bhupendra Gohil
22663131 / 9821005381

143-B, Perin Nariman 
Street, (Bazargate Street), 

Fort, Mumbai - 1
dshamji33@gmail.com
www.dshamjidagli.com

DRESSMAKERS/ TAILORS

Washing Machine / 
Dishwasher / Dryer/ 
Microwave Oven / 

Refrigerator / AC / LCD / 
PLAZMA / LED

Contact NATIONAL
(SAHIL) 9773158833 / 

24034358
One Year Gaurantee

EXCEL ELECTRONICS
REPAIRS

LCD, LED, Television
DVD Player, Audio 
System
Washing Machine, 
Refrigerator, 
Microwave, AC
Computer

For Details:
9322417064, 9820308174

TRAVEL Comfortably in 
Mahindra Xylo, 3 Row 
A/C on hire at reasonable 
rate for Airport, Navjote, 
Wedding, Outstation. 

Contact Hutoxi 
9819408576/9819648099.

URGENT REQUIREMENT 
for teacher at a reputed Playgroup 

in Goregaon East.

Preferred age group 25 to 40 yrs.
Contact Principal - 9870189885.

INNOVA Triple A/C 
utmost comfortable & 

reasonable rate, driven 
by Parsi owner for local, 

outstation and happy 
occasion, Kurish Bailiff: GRAMOPHONE RECORDS 

buying Long play
English, Hindi Record

player Garrade 301, 401 

system.

9819874290

DEEKAY PACKERS & MOVERS
National, International 
Clearing, Forwarding, 

Vehicles, Pets
14 Years Experience

Kersi
+919892014580, 
+919892922006

WORRIED WITH PROBLEMS
IMMEDIATE SOLUTION

Love Marriage, Business, 
Freedom from Other 

Women/Enemies
House Problems, 

Muthkarni, Vashikaran, 
Black Magic.

Any Work 100% 
Satisfaction.

RAZA BENGALI 
09756434001

KNOW ABOUT ANYONE 
ANYTHING ON PHONE. 

Pay afterward 
Rs. 500 per question. 

Mistry 9769658808

diu“’u V$p„L$u“u kapC, ^prd®L$ 
õ’mp¡ / ‘pZu“p Ly$hp“u kapC 

/ kp¡kpeV$u / dpmuep“u 
‘pZu“u V$p„L$uAp¡ (kpdp“ 

lV$pìep hNf) kapC dpV¡$ k„‘L®$ 
ep¡Nu 9820776583 / 

9167677673.

ARMAITY & RASHID D. 
BAMANBEHRAM

First Parsi Lady Videographer
Famous Press Photographer
Ex. Special Executive Magistrate

HD. VIDEOSHOOTING
PHOTOGRAPHY & ALBUMS

Wedding, Navjotes, 
Birthdays & Engagements

Contact: 6/3, Khareghat Colony, 
Hughes Road, Mum-7

armaitybamanbehram@yahoo.com
Armaity: 9820188266
Rashid: 9820224667

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY

1 RK 445 sqft - Ground 
Floor - Available in Dadar 

Parsi Colony, close to 
Parsi Fire Temple. Contact 

Anahita 9920817227.

Compact 1 BHK - 
Available on Rent at 

Wadala, 365 Carpet, 2nd 

9920817227.

1 BHK Ownership Flat - 
Available at Bhakti Park, 
Garden Facing. Expeced 
1.05 Cr.  Contact Anahita 

9920817227.

2 BHK Flat available on 
Ghanti Road, Parsi Colony, 
750 carpet with Car Park 

and Security. Expeced 
3.40 Cr.(Negotiable)  

Contact Anahita 
9920817227.

three Trustees out of 7 
themselves had contested. The 
other three elected unopposed 
from villages in Iran and the 7th 
had withdrawn his candidature. 
This all happened after days 
of argument at the Charity 

lady candidate who was denied 
her candidature, as ladies are not 
allowed to contest the elections 
as per the rules of the Anjuman. 
In contrast, another lady who 
was promoted to a Trustee’s post 
being only a co-opted member. 
Is this not ultra vires of the 
constitution of India? The list of 
voters given to candidates has 
1220 names out of which 935 
are without addresses and some 
are repeated and so also some 
dead people’s names exist. The 
election so conducted was in 
itself a sham. 
Iranian Zoroastrian Anjuman of 

Bombay (IZA) was registered 
under Act XXI of 1860 on 10th 
November, 1941 wherein the 
present rules were incorporated. 
I would like to put forward the 
salient feature of the IZA: 
a) IZA was registered under 
Act XXI of 1860 on the 10th 
day of November 1941 under 
Registration No. F-271 (B) 
b) There are actually 3 
Zoroastrian Anjumans as shown 
by the Lady Complainant 
i. Iranian Zoroastrian Anjuman of 
Bombay 
ii. Iranian Zoroastrian Anjuman 
(this is registered under F-271 (B) 
iii. Iranian Zoroastrian Anjuman 
Trust in 7/12 
There appears to be a fraud 
committed. As two other 
Zoroastrian Anjumans are 
conducted in the name of Iranian 
Zoroastrian Anjuman, which is 
registered. 

c) The rules as registered in 
1941, much before independence 
on 15th August 1947 and the 
properties as shown in the 
Schedule 1 and 3 in Iran were 
registered on 14th October 1947. 
So in between independence on 
l5 August 1947 and 26th January 
1950 when our Constitution was 
adopted, a fraud was committed 
on 14th October 1947 for 
reasons best known. The Indian 
Authorities must inquire as Rule 
40(C) and (D) of registered rules 
says that Iranian Zoroastrian 
Anjuman must follow dictates 
from Iran — WHY? 
d) Iranian subjects in the 
Anjuman are elected to 28 
seats from villages and cities 
in Iran as per Schedule A & B 
on Page 17. This 28 seats are 
always elected unopposed by 
friends and relatives as the 
Iranian Zoroastrians at large 

are unaware of this, as every 5 
years the General Committee 
of 28 members are elected 
which includes 5 Bombay seats. 
I can gauge, the properties in 
Iran and Tehran have changed 
hands without the law enforcing 
agencies knowing about it here in 
India. 
e) The authorities must scrutinize 
the whole Anjuman and bring to 
book all involved as this seems 
to be a case where probably the 
Constitution of India is violated. 
My apology, I do not aim to defame 
anybody presently occupying the 

time I would request the Indian 
Authorities to investigate and 
conclude that everything is hunky 
dory in the affairs of the Iranian 
Zoroastrian Anjuman as I do not 
wish to jeopardize the future of 
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Nozzer Pardiwala

His hemoglobin level is 
dropping” Pulling my 
lower eyelid, an intern 

yelled into my ears.
I cursed him, with all 

possible abuses known to 
me; for letting, an already 
worried soul, know how bad his 
condition was. 

Later, another intern walks 
into the Operation Theatre 
and approaches me; as I lay 
on operation table with blood 
oozing out from the backside; 
for signature on the form! 

“**** ***” My doc did the 
abusing part this time, and 
that too royally. “You take 
signature from a person, who 
wouldn’t be able to hold the 

some relative of his” 
Hearing over and over 

again in different words, that 
something is drastically wrong 
with you, is not all that a 
pleasing feeling.  

“Get him shaved! What 
were you waiting for?” My doc 
losing it again, called for the in-
house barber. Just when I was 
being brutally shaved (though 
I am not that hairy), I heard 
some chaotic discussion right 
above my head. 

“The God damn machine 
has stopped working” One of 
the doctors preparing for my 
invasive diagnosis announced. 

out, what would their next 
ingenious step be; my doc 
sensing the impatience in me 
said, “Tu Bhaniya kar!”

I looked at him and 

murmured, “Do I 
have a choice, Doc?”

My doc was related 
to me and so not only 

burden of handling 

Municipal Hospital but 
also the extra load of 
a possibility of having 
failed to save me. 

I had observed 
over the days that 
whenever he would 
come for his rounds 
in the mornings, he 
would be wearing the 
Topi and sometimes 
even the Rakhiya would still 
be on his forehead, letting 
out, that he visited the Agiyari 
every day. 

I asked him if he was praying 
specially for me or was it his 
daily practice. He was frank 
enough to let me know that he 
prayed every morning, before 
coming to the hospital.

For me, praying in a way is 
meditating. And mostly prayers 
are Mantras with meaning. 
Prayers are like the verbal 
connect between our creator’s 
realm and us. 

Having studied about 
meditation, I realized much 
later, that in a way during 
those ordained days of being 
helplessly at the mercy of 
medical procedures, I was 
either meditating or praying; 
whatever you wish to name it. 

After my miraculous 
recovery from the condition, 
which was diagnosed much 
later...as angiodysplasia, we 
discovered that the condition 
is aggravated with surgery. 
Internet was just in and mobiles 
were new, so information 

desktops. So by the time, ten 

days passed, for the diagnostic 
reports to arrive from another 
private hospital, my intestine 
was already chopped three 
times. … But, I endured! With 
obscene number of bottles of 
blood; from almost people of 
all races, caste, creed, religion. 

I survived! On the sheer 
Power of Prayer!! Because, at 
times, Medical acumen may or 
may not work to its potential 
best, but Prayer always does. 

carried out, all over the world, 
about the effects of prayer on 
human health. Seldom, results 
have assured its truth. But fact 

(doctors in the making . . . they 
would already be trying their 
skills today) . . . in spite of the 
machine switching off at the 
crucial time. . . . In spite of 
the doctors pondering over the 
course of action right above my 
head . . . in spite of all odds… 
when nothing seemed to work . 
. . those words my doc, being 

, 
uttered “Tu Bhaniya kar” had 
profound effect on my path to 
healing. 
that! 

Prayer, they say, works for 

yourself as well 
as when you 
want it to work 
for others. I 
believe; it works 
many- fold, when 
others pray for 
you, as well. So 
along with my 
three months 
due wife, there 
were so many of 
them sending out 
messages into 
the realms above 
. . . it worked! 

Bapai Mami, 
i n t r o d u c e d 

me to meditation. She said, 
“Meditation works wonders . 
. . Mantra Meditation works 
even better… especially, when 
the meaning of the mantra 
is not known. So when you 
chant the prayers of Avestha 
or simply your Kusti prayers, 
you don’t always have to 
know the meaning. Like many 
gen next children argue, 
that if they do not know the 
meaning of the prayers, how 
could they learn them or 
why should they chant them, 
for that matter? There are 
so many wonderful websites 
now, even some by renowned 
self- proclaimed connoisseurs 
of our religion; you can know 
it, if you want to! 

But the beauty of 
meditation lies in chanting an 
‘  without knowing what 
it means because delving on 
the meaning of the mantra 
is in itself a thought, a 
diversion from mediation, an 
interruption in prayer.

That’s the very reason 
Prayers work, when we are in 
distress. We just chant them, 
our focus being the person’s 
recovery, not the meaning of 

the prayer” 
Bapai Mami’s presence is a 

boon to our lives, maybe some 
prayer of ours being answered 
in form of her wisdom. 

So when I lay there, on that 
hospital bed, gazing at the 
ceiling, unmoved by people 
who came and went, I was 
meditating. But I never knew 
then! 

No special position, no 
straight back, no restriction, 
simply basking in the truth 
that for that moment I was 
breathing, for that moment I 
was alive.

When I lay there heeding 
my docs advice of praying, I 
was praying without any rules 
without any topi on my head, 
without knowing the direction 
of the sun, barefoot.

No rules no DOS and DON’TS, 
Simply direct connect between 
me and Him . . . my creator. 

I don’t know the gender, I 
don’t know the form, all I could 
feel is something was working 
for me, as I prayed. 

So don’t fuss about what 
the words mean, don’t wait for 
that drowning feeling to haunt 
you, don’t wait for the sun to 
rise or set… just pray, whatever 
the language, whatever the 
words, ask for what you want 
and it is given. 

It’s like asking for 
abundance but keeping your 
arms closed because it is in in 
the . 

Open your arms to receiving 
. . . because when you receive 
you shall know . . . know the 
true Power of Prayer.

Parsi Times: 
Investment in Deolali is growing and is satisfactory and less risky compared to 
Nashik City. Deolali is situated right in the centre of defense area and has little 
scope of spreading. 
Parsi Times: 

We are the only Construction Company in Deolali 
which plants atleast 100 trees in each of our projects 
even before starting the construction. We prefer to 
balance harmony between the nature and our work 
as it creates a pleasurable and green environment for 
our customers.
Parsi Times: 

Creating Swimming Pool brings unwanted burden 
of maintenance. It leads to the wastage of resourceful 
water. Rather, we make walking track and Club House 

Parsi Times speaks with Mr. Shekhar Chandankhede and Mr. 
Shankkar Chawla, proprietors of Shri Sai Samarrth, Construction, 

Builders and Land Developers about their aspirations for Deolali. 

o
le

Navsari is the city in which Parsi’s thrived and thereafter branched 
out throughout India. Most of the Parsi families residing in India 
have some connection with Navsari, either through families or 
friends.

As a Community service, the Local Committee at Navsari 
of The WZO Trust Funds will very shortly be launching a free 
SMS service to keep those interested, updated with news from 
Navsari such as gambhars, deaths, Community functions etc. This 
facility has been arranged through a SMS service provider with 
the code ‘WZOTFN’.

requested to register a request by SMS or WhatsApp to Mr. Aspi 
Ambapardiwala on number: +919429116518 or can also send 
an e-mail to  aspiambapardiwala@gmail.com sending your full 
name, age, city and mobile number.

Kindly note if you have activated DND (Do not Disturb) 
service just send a text “OPTIN WZOTFN” to 54242 by one time 
SMS, this will enable you to receive our service. This is highly 
recommended.

We hope Community members will take advantage of this 
facility.

NAVSARI CONNECTIONS

- WZO Trust Funds
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P.T. will now be delivered to your doorstep fresh and early, Saturday morning from 

Joining the 
Parsi Times 
pages with 
some fun, 
interesting 
and quirky 
things to do 
online, is 
Yazdi Tantra. 

A Chartered Accountant by 
training, Computer Consultant 
by Profession, Entrepreneur 
Developer by hobby and 

Look up his latest blog www.
ConsumerResources.in for 
some useful resources, and 
on-lyne.blogspot.in for some 

a new level. Runtastic Running and Fitness. It uses GPS to map 

more.

Name ... Parizad H. Bhamgara

I work at... A Consulting Firm

I work as... Secretary

That basically means... Handling 
my boss’s day to day schedule 

– meetings, calls, travel, visas…
practically his life. 

My work day begins with...  Green tea with my cluster mates 

I love this about my job...1) The flexibility offered at work – 
option to work from home, flexible work hours & respect 

from seniors. 2) My friends at work with whom work is 
never stressful and always fun.

I wish this would change about my job...  Make it a 4 day 
work week

I have been working here for ... 5 years

I head to office and head back home at these times... 
 9.00 am and back home at 7.00 pm 

Some of the things that make up my work day… Calling & 
following up with clients,  travel arrangements and lunch 

time full of laughter.

Someone I think has an interesting job is… Human Resource 
Manager.

Dear Mamaiji, 
You always make me read the Gujarati 
calendar date from the front page of  the Parsi 
Times. Today is Ashishvangh Roj. What does 
that mean?

Dear Dikri,
Today is Ashishvangh Roj - the Day of  the Mighty Angelic Divinity, Ashishvangh. 

Ashishvangh is feminine. Ashishvangh Yazad also works closely with Sraosh 
Yazad.  She brings one Good Luck and Fortune, Abundance, Affluence, Money, 
Plenty, Prosperity, Riches, Wealth - all forms of  Material Goodness. One may 
roughly consider her as the Zoroastrian Counterpart of  Mahalaxmi Devi, the 
Hindu/Vedic Goddess of  Wealth and Prosperity. Ashishvangh is ably assisted 
by Parrendi Yazad, another feminine Angelic Being, the Angel of  Abundance. 
Praying to Ma Ashishvangh ensures increase in one’s wealth. Ashishvang Yazad 
also rewards one in terms of  receiving spiritual and heavenly riches, apart 
from material ones. In Zoroastrianism, working hard, smart and with honesty, 
thus generating wealth, is considered a virtue. This wealth ofcourse must be 
shared with others, providing them with help, comfort etc. Charity is meant to 
uplift others, not keep them stuck in their poverty. Poverty is Not approved of  or 
promoted in our Faith. Being Prosperous, Generous and Joyous are virtues and 
values for Zoroastrians. Call upon Ashishvangh and Parrendi Yazads to Receive 
abundance. And be sure to share it generously. 

With inputs from Parvez J.  Daruwala

on a night out or even wear 
with Indian clothes is the zig 
zag braid. 

get rid of tangles. Take a piece 

to braid. Divide it into three 
sections and make a standard 

bottom then hold the center 
strand of hair and slide the 

placing them. Secure with an 
elastic band or bob pin and pin 
it in the hair from either sides 
either forming a halo around 
the head or a hair band over 

to one side with a cute bow or 

. Takes 

the rubberband used to secure 

to a side even looks great with 
curls falling to a side.

Purveen Dubash 
kitchen cabinet. From TV anchor to educator to author she is armed 

Ingredients:
½ quantity short crust pastry
1¼ cup apple puree
3 apples (sliced)
1 tablespoon honey
2 egg yolks
A little brown sugar
3 tablespoons warm honey (to glaze)
Directions:
Roll the pastry and line a 10 inch 
pastry tin with it. Combine the 
puree, yolks and honey. Tip into 
the pie dish.

Arrange the 
apple slices 
overlapping 
each other. 
Sprinkle the 
brown sugar. Bake 
till the apples begin to brown.
Remove from the oven. Immediately glaze 
with warm honey.

Open Apple Pie

. 
he 
Bake

Submitted by: 
Shayan S. Patel
Age: 9 Years
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WZO, India’s 
New Managing Committee

At the AGM of WZO, India held on 27th Oct. 2014, elections for six Committee 
Members were held. Six Committee Members had retired but were eligible 
for re-election. Nine nominations were received, out of which, following six 
were declared elected/re-elected:-
Soonoo Andhyarujina, Nozer Meherji, Noshir Randeria, Bakhtawar Sahiyar, 
Dinshaw Vatcha & Ruby Bharucha.

Managing Committee 2014/15
President : Rusi Bhumgara 
Vice President : Nozer Meherji 
Jt. Hon. Secretaries : Bahadur Mistry & Mehernosh Zaveri 
Jt. Hon. Treasurers : Percy Mistry & Minoo Khan
Committee Members : Soonoo Andhyarujina, Ruby Bharucha, 
  Nozer Commissariat, Homiar Doctor, 
  Kersi Limathwala, Veera Mundroina, 
  Noshir Randeria, Bakhtawar Sahiyar and 
  Dinsha Vatcha.
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