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Blessed Union of the Baug Pg. 12

Dhansak tastes like Chemicals Pg. 09

During the ten holy days of MUKTAD, 
Afargan, Farokshi & Satum 
prayers will be performed in 

Iranshah Atash Behram, 
The names of Asho Farohar will be recited 

in all of the above prayers. 
Amount per Name Rs. 200/-

Khurshed Dastoor Kaikobad Dastoor
* OPP IRANSHAH ATASH 

BEHRAM. UDVADA - 396180
* P-7 CUSROW BAUG, COLABA, 

MUMBAI-400001
Note: Names for the above will be 

accepted upto 02-08-2015 
Roj 20, Mah 12.

Your Moon Rashi is here! Pg. 12

The Canadian Community brings 
together 30 Mobeds to perform a 
Jashan... Pg 05

THE UNION WRITES A HARSH LETTER 
THREATENING THE BPP...  

and more on the Khandia controversy... Pg 13

The Community celebrates in December. 
See Pg. 3 for more.
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Dear Readers,

shell). 

Freyan.

D

Salgreh Jashan
The Salgreh Jashan Ceremony of Seth Banaji Limji Agiary (Fort) will be 
held on 7th July. A Jashan Ceremony will be performed at 10.15 am in the 
Agiary and the machi will be offered at 6.45 am. All Community members 
are invited.

b“pÆ gudÆ ArNepfu“u iyc kpgN°¡l
ap¡V®$ d^¡ Aph¡gu i¡W$$ b“pÆ gudÆ ArNepfu“u A„N°¡Æ spqfM dyS>b kpgN°¡l sp. 7-7-2015, 
fp¡S> qv$“ dpl bld““¡ qv$“¡ R>¡Æ. ArNepfudp„ khpf¡ õV¡$. V$p. 6.45 L$gpL¡$ V²$õV$uAp¡ sfa’u dpQu 
s’p 10.15 hpN¡ S>i“ L$fhpdp„ Aphi¡Æ. kh£ ldv$u“p¡“p¡ A¡ q¾$epdp„ lpS>fu Ap‘u ldifuL$ ’hp 
rh“„su R>¡Æ.

Salgreh Jashan
The Salgreh Jashan Ceremony of Jal Phiroj Clubwala Daremeher (Chennai)
will be held on 12th July, 2015. A Jashan Ceremony will be performed at 
05.45 pm.

Åg qafp¡T L$gbhpgp v$f¡dl¡f“u iyc kpgN°¡l
Q¡ßpC d^¡ Aph¡gu Åg qafp¡T L$gbhpgp v$f¡dl¡f“u iyc kpgN°¡l sp. 12-07-2015“¡ qv$“¡ 
L$fhpdp„ Aphi¡. S>i““u q¾$ep kp„S>¡ õV¡$. V$p. 5.45 L$gpL¡$ L$fhpdp„ Aphi¡.

RELIGIOUS ANNOUNCEMENT

MUST 
READ

5th July 2014

THE NEXT BPP MATRIMONIAL MEET 
WILL BE HELD ON 11th July 2015

Available Complimentary Special 
Books in Usable Condition

1) The other side of Death - by C D 
Leadbeater (English Edition) 
Theosophical Publishing Society, 
London 904.

2) The Complete works of Swami 
Vivekanand - Volume 4 - Advita 
Ashram.

Contact And Collect Delivery From:
Mrs. Kumi J. Daroowala

16/1 Rustom Baug, Byculla, Mumbai.
Phone: 23705512

Navroz Baug Play Centre  
is setting up a free 
consultation for cancer 
patients with Dr. Merzi 
Mehta on Sunday 5th July, 
2015, 10 am onward at 
the P-Block, No. 2, Navroz 
Baug, Dr. S.S. Road, Lalbaug.  

By appointment only. 
Connect with Nariman Mehta 
for the same: 022-24714244 

(Week days after 6 pm)
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Ratan Tata will be felicitated and the Community at large celebrated 
at the Iranshah Udvada Utsav slated to premier on the 25th of 
December 2015. The Community hopes to see Prime Minister 
Modi grace the festival that incidentally was his brainchild. 

The Foundation for 
Development of Udvada 
& the Udvada Samast 

Anjuman are very pleased to 

‘Iranshah Udvada Utsav’ will be 
celebrated on December 25-26-
27, 2015 at Udvada.

Hon’ble Narendra Modi, in 
2014, just a couple of weeks 

Minister, had invited Dasturji 
Khurshed Dastoor, Mrs. Homai 
Engineer, late Mr. Jehangir 

Cama and Mr. Dinshaw Tamboly, 
all of who are connected with 
Foundation for Development 
of Udvada (FDU) to meet him 
and provide an overview of 
the strategic plan to develop 
Udvada as a pilgrim centre being 
undertaken by UADA (Udvada 
Area Development Authority) 
set up by the Government of 
Gujarat.

At that time he reiterated 
what he had mentioned 
earlier when FDU was 
under formation, that our 
Community’s contribution 
towards nation building was 
unparalled and appreciated 

arrived as migrants, had abided 
by a code of conduct through 
which we have preserved our 
identity without offending 
the sensitivities of any other 
Community. He mentioned 
that Udvada showcases the 

Community of over 1300 years 
and that he was very keen to 

project Udvada as a place of 
harmony, religious tolerance 
and opportunities provided to a 
miniscule Community to realise 
their full potential.

He urged us to organize, 
preferably an annual festival at 
Udvada, failing that once every 
two years, when Community 
members from all over the 
world would be able to visit 
Udvada, and participate. He 
also recommended that we 
plan the same sometime in 

December as many Indians visit 
the country at that time of the 
year.

Honouring the wishes of 

Foundation for Development 
of Udvada & the Udvada 

Samast Anjuman along with a 
group of dedicated volunteers 
have together been working 
on bringing this project to 
fruition. We have developed 
a tentative plan that will be 

the same will be announced to 

the Community at large.

will be invited to attend. It has 
also been decided to felicitate 
the leading present day icon 
of our Community Mr. Ratan N. 
Tata on December 27, 2015. Mr. 

Ratan Tata has accepted our 
invitation and has agreed 
to be present at Udvada on 
December 27, 2015.

With Iranshah Udvada 
Utsav being the 

brainchild of 
our Hon’ble 

M i n i s t e r 
N a r e n d r a 

Modi, an 
invitation has 

been extended to him as 
well to participate in the 
celebration on December 27, 
2015.

This advance information 
has been given to enable our 
Community members from all 

their schedules to be present 

25-26-27 December, 2015

Core Organising Committee
Dasturji Khurshed Dastoor
Mrs. Havovi Dastoor
Mr. Dinshaw Tamboly
Mrs. Homai Engineer
Mr. Manek Davar
Mr. Sam Bulsara
Mr. Yazdi Tantra
Mr. Jamshed Bhiwandiwala
Mr. Hoshaang Gotla

to be present a
December 27,

With Iran
Utsav b

N
Mo

ee

at Udvada on December 

announcements and the 
programme; these will be 
announced in the media from 
time to time.
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El e g a n c e 
by Tehmi 
Mody’ is a 

unique boutique 
in the heart 
of Lokhandwala 
Market specializing 
in a wide range of 
gorgeous Indian 
garments. Run by 
the multi-talented 
designer Tehmi 
Mody, this 4-year 
old boutique has 
been catering to 

all the way from 
Colaba to Mira Road 
and Thane, with 
many delighted 
Parsi customers from Malcolm 
Baug, Cama Park and Behram 
Baug. 

Elegance undertakes 
customized tailoring of a variety 
of Indian wear from salwar 
suits, kurtis, palazzo pants 
and anarkalis to ghagra-cholis, 
designer sarees and blouses. It 
has held exhibitions in Andheri, 
Goregaon, Malcolm Baug, Fort 
and Cuffe Parade over the last 
two years and is all set for its 
pre-Navroze exhibition-cum-
sale from 9th to 12th July 2015, 
from 12 pm to 8.30 pm, at two 
venues: garments at Treasure 
Art Gallery, Opposite High 

Point Restaurant, 
and purses at 
Elegance Boutique, 
76/A Kamdhenu 
Shopping Centre, 
both located in 
L o k h a n d w a l a 
Market, Andheri 
West. 

E l e g a n c e 
will present a 
k a l e i d o s c o p e 
of beautifully 
embroidered Parsi 
gara work kurtis and 
unstitched linen 

tops, fashionable Pakistani 
kurtis, exquisite designer 
saris, trendy beadwork and 
embroidered sling purses, and a 
special range of designer kurtis 
starting at Rs.500/-.

It’s a golden opportunity, 
especially for suburbanites, 
to shop for the upcoming 
festive season. Elegance also 
undertakes designing and 
tailoring work at their boutique 
and specializes in wedding 
trousseaus.

Boutique Timings: 11 am to 
1.30 pm and 3 pm to 8.30 pm 
(Closed on Thursday).

geggge

The Bombay Zoroastrian Jashan Committee & Athornan Mandal organized the Bahman Ameshaspand 
Jashan Ceremony and Annual Function on Sunday, 28th June 2015 at Albless Baug.  It was 
attended by 265 Zoroastrians, which included 183 school children from 14 schools, including the 

Dadar Parsi Athornan Institute.
The Jashan ceremony was performed by the Mobed Sahebs of Soonaiji Hirji Agiary and was followed 

by a Hum Bandagi.
Vada Dasturji Khurshed Dastur Kekobad Dastoor of Udvada, President of the Athornan Mandal, gave 

He explained that the desire for not partaking of non-vegetarian food during this month should come 
from the heart, and that we should not do this only because of peer pressure.  

The group of Volunteers - led by Mr. Cyrus Siganporia  - was then felicitated.   These wonderful 
human beings use all their free time to clean up our Atash Behrams, Agiaries and Dokhmas all over 

only 6 volunteers.  This group now has 37 volunteers and till date, they have cleaned 20 Dokhmas.  The 
audience was very appreciative of the work of these humanitarians.

Sagar Associates.  Keeping the young ones in the audience in mind, the subject of the Keynote Address 
was : “Ask not what your community can do for you; ask what YOU can do for your community”.  This 
was an inspiring address, in which he advised the youngsters to take action “out of the box” and to 
“dream big”.

The Concluding Remarks were then delivered by Ervad Nadir Modi, Chairman of the Athornan 
Mandal.  He explained the circumstances under which President John F. Kennedy had said : “Ask not 
what your country can do for you; ask what YOU can do for your country”.  He said that we must not 
only bask in the glory of our ancestors, but the young generation should reach out to further heights.

The Vote of Thanks was delivered by the compere the lovely Zarine Commissariat.
The entire audience then joined in singing “Chhaiye Hame Zarathoshti” & the National Anthem, 

and then proceeded to the lunch table.

Group of volunteers who clean our Agiaries and Dokhmas with BZJC Trustee Kersi Commissariat



05
SATURDAY,  JULY 04, 2015

On June 21, 2015 the Ontario 
Zoroastrian Community 
Foundation (OZCF), located on 

beautiful 10 acres of land, held a huge 
event of “Jashan in the Baug”on their 
premises at 1187, Burnhamthorpe Road, 
East Oakville, Ontario. Canada, 

This event was specially organized 
to recognize the Mobeds who from 
many years have continued to provide 
religious services to the Zoroastrian 
Community in North America and also 
to showcase the Arfarghanyu that has 
been donated from the Zanzibar 
Agiary to the Ontario Zoroastrian 
Community Foundation. This 
Arfarghanyu will eventually be 
housed in the OZCF Agiary. 

The event was held in a well 
decorated two huge tents each 100 

tables and chairs on the well 
maintained grass, fully packed by 

a sold-out crowd over 650 Zoroastrians. 
There were well organized parking 

330 cars. The day started off by 2 youths 
providing brief explanation of Jashan, 
religious songs by youths and welcome 
speech by the organizing committee Co-
chairs Rumi Jasavala, Kermin Byramjee 
and the President of OZCF Mr. Percy 
Dastur. 

The Jashan was performed by 30 
mobeds including young and old from 
Ontario Canada. It was amazing to hear 
30 mobeds praying in sink. It really was 
a historical moment for North America. 

At the end of the Jashan there were 
speeches by Councillor Tom Adam of 
Oakville, Katayun Kapadia president 
of FEZANA, Bina Behboodi, president 
of ZSO and by the Mr. Percy Dastur, 
president of OZCF. After the speeches 

the mobeds were presented with a 
beautiful glass award in the shape of a 

Jashan organizing committee members 
were also recognized. At the end of 
the speeches OZCF was presented with 
Cyrus’s Cylinder replica by Homi Gandhi, 
Vice Precedent of FEZANA.

There was plenty of delicious Parsi 
food, fruits, dry fruits, malido, sev, dahi, 
ice-cream, cakes etc. donated by OZCF 
members which everyone enjoyed.

The crowd was entertained by young 

Zoroastrian girls and boys singing 
and dancing throughout the day on 
the stage and a live band with lovely 

South Africa. 
The entire event was tele-cast all 

over the world. With the Blessings of 
Ahura Mazda the weather turned out 
to be sunny and cool and the day was 
well spent by the Zoroastrians. It will 
be a memorable day for a long time 
to come.

Dramatic Malcolm Kids!

Seen here; H.E. Mr. C.H. 
Kapadia, the Consul 
General of Madagascar in 
India (Hon.) and active 
Rotarian of Rotary Club of 
Mumbai South addressing 
a meeting at his Club. This 
year the Rotary Moto is 
Friendship: Life of Rotary.

The R.H. Ragi Memorial Elocution Running Trophy Competition in English was 
organized by The Malcolm Baug Zoroastrian Association on Saturday, June 27th, 2015 
at Malcolm Hall, Malcolm Baug

All in all 30 children participated displaying their speaking skills.
The competition was judged by Ms. Rukshana Variava, Ms. Hutoxi Aibara and Ms. 

Shazneen Limjerwala.

The Winners along with the Judges and Mr. Bomi Bacha, President, MBZA.
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Very close to ‘aapro 
Albless Baug’ is Shree 
Ram Boarding House – 

a misnomer if there ever was 
one – because there is certainly 
no boarding available here. 

delicious seafood! Yes! At the 
Shree Ram Boarding House 
you will get some of the most 
authentic Malwani cuisine at 
some of the most reasonable 
rates in South Mumbai. 

So Malwani food – where’s 
the Zarathosti connect? Well for 

for another, the partner in this 
establishment, is Hemavanad 
Namdarian, a 
true blue Irani 
Zoroastrian. 

A third generation 
baker, Hemavanad’s 
grandfather had 
established Shahpur 
Bakery at Tardeo. 
Having done his 
hotel management 
from IHM, Mumbai 
Hemavand has been 
expanding the family 
business and has 
now ventured in a 
new direction 
with SRB, as it is 
popularly known. 

The quality 

par as Hemavand 
himself goes to 
the docks early 
morning to source 
it. Besides, 
the authentic 

comes from the masala which is 
sourced all the way from Malwan 
village in Sindhudurg district. 
Hemavand is completely hands 
on and most afternoons you 

the patrons and even lending a 
hand in the kitchen. 

The SRB ‘bombil’ thali is a 
speciality and the shark (mori) 

an interesting change from 
our regular ‘patra ni macchi’. 
Kombdi vade is another Malwani 
staple that no one should leave 
without tasting. Though the 
food tends to be a tad spicy, 
there’s nothing like a refreshing 
‘solkadi’ to wash it down. 

For those who like their 
beer and booze; the bar is 
well stocked and again at very 
reasonable rates. The menu is 

extensive, even 
venturing into 
Chinese starters 
– at popular 
demand we are 
told. The only 
disappointment 
is the dessert 
section which 
just has 
caramel custard 
as an option. 

Though, honestly, after gorging 

much scope for dessert!
So next time you are in 

the area or catching a movie 

at Central Plaza, drop in for a 
bite, a typical meal will cost 
about Rs. 500 for two without 
drinks. 

Shree Ram Boarding House
Open all days of the week.
220, R. R. Road, Girgaon, 

Mumbai.
Timings: 11 am – 12.30 am

Phone: 022 2382 9150

Dr. Delna & Dr. Kashmira 
Goghavalla (Physiotherapists)

In today’s date 
most of the 
individuals; young 

or old are inclined 

as being in good 
physical shape or 
being suitable for 

purpose.
Each one makes some 

attempt in their own ways to 

Check Your Fitness at home
The Pushup Test:

This test helps to measure 
the muscular strength and 
endurance of your chest, 
shoulder and arm muscles.

Adopt your starting position 
with your palms and toes on 
the ground (women can modify 
it by touching the knees to the 
ground).

Lower your chest down to 
the ground 3” away from the 
ground and come up.

Do as many pushups as you 
can in 1 minute.

(Refer Table 1)

The Crunch Test:
This test measures the 

strength of your abdominal 
muscles.

Lying on your back with 
knees bent and hands resting on 

Raise your head followed 
by shoulders above the ground 

mark.
Do as many crunches as you 

can in 1 minute.
The next two tests tell 

i.e. how well is your heart 
functioning to support your 

work.
(Refer Table 2)

The 3- minute Step Test:
Step on and off a 12” step 

steps per minute.
Take your pulse rate before 

and after the test.
Note the recovery time in 

which the heart rate returns to 
normal.

Scoring: The faster the 

recovery of your heart rate the 
better is your endurance.
The 1-mile Walk test:

Walk a distance of 
one mile as quickly as possible.

(Warm up, by slow walking 
for 10 minutes before you start 
the test. This test is for people 
who are into exercises and not 
for beginners).

Scoring: Based on Cooper 
Institute, American Council of 
Exercise

Time interval between 11-
13 minutes is considered good. 

Above 15 minutes is considered 
poor.

level then you have to work 
towards improving it.

Our upcoming article 
will give you tips on how 
to formulate your exercise 

levels.
CAUTION: The above tests 

should not be performed alone 
if you have any medical or 
physical problems. In such a 
case they should be performed 
under the supervision of your 
physiotherapist.

How Fit Are You??

Table 2: Scoring: (based on American College of 
Sports Medicine ratings)

Age <35 years 25-44 years >45 years

Good 45 40 25

Marginal 30 25 15

Needs work 15 10 5

(Subtract a score of 5 for women)

Table 1: Scoring chart (based on American College of 
Sports Medicine ratings)

Exellent >54 >44 >39 >34 >29

Good 45-54 35-44 30-39 25-34 20-29

Average 35-44 24-34 20-29 15-24 10-19

Poor 20-34 15-24 12-19 8-14 5-9

Very poor <20 <15 <12 <8 <5

(Subtract a score of 10 from each while rating for women)

To Adopt : Please Call/SMS 
9004257179

Salt: A 1.5 month old 
beautiful and lovable Indian 
breed pup who can charm you 
with just one of her sweet 
innocent looks!

Pepper: With his cute bark 
and an absolutely friendly 
personality Pepper is a 1.5 
month old Indian breed, just 
waiting to charm you!
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When Mr. Cama has 
resigned from the 
board of Trustees 

distancing himself from the 
group of power seekers, it is 
time for all the Trustees to put 
in their papers simultaneously 
and seek fresh election, to save 
Community of the expenses of 
multiple elections.

Considering their dismal 
performance since they assumed 

of the charity commissioner, the 
functioning of the Panchayat 
is on a standstill. It makes no 
difference if their tenure ends 
three months earlier. There is 
no sense just attending board 
meetings, and doing no work.  

Time and again the Trustees 
have been asked to submit the 
accounts before 
the Community 
as promised by 
them at the time 
of election. Unless 

promise and prove 
their credibility 
they have no 
moral right to seek 
election for the second term. 
Maybe they are silent fearing 
that the hidden skeletons will 
tumble out of their closets 
bringing more shame and 
disgrace to themselves and the 
Community.

In spite of the best 
educational opportunities 
offered through doles and 
scholarships, we are still 
dependent on the funds 
donated by our ancestors. With 
a sense of pride we remember 
our grandfathers and great 
grandfathers who stepped out 
of their comfort zone, and 
created a better world for us to 
live in. Will our grand children 
and great grand children proudly 
remember us for bringing more 
sunshine in their lives? Probably 
not. Perhaps they may blame 
us for squandering their share 
of funds for unfruitful and 
meaningless adventures. 

BPP, one of the richest 
charitable Trust in the city has 
been brought to a state where 
they have no money to pay 
salaries to their employees. 
Where has the money gone 
to? In these seven years of 
extravagance they have 
emptied the coffers of the 
Community . 

Mr. Yezdi Desai has given the 

as salaries to the employees. 
He further adds that they pay 

much more compared to all 
other Unionized Charitable 
Trusts in the same  category. 

This is where the fault lies. 
Our Trustees are not capable of 
negotiating with Union Leaders, 
as they have no knowledge or 
administrative skill to handle 
such situations. 

They cannot enhance the 
money, as they are not wise 
investors. With such handicap, 
at least they could have 
curtailed expenditure to save 
money. Just think how they 
squandered public money as if 
it was their ancestral heritage! 
Even at this stage, they have no 
regrets! 

The Wapiz group promises to 
restart the aviary project once 
they are re-elected. Is the Wapiz 

Trust or their members going to 
bear the cost? When taking the 
reins of the Panchayat in their 
hands, did they not plan their 
budget? Should they not have 
balanced the income and the 
expenditure in their budget? 

We elected social workers, 
religious scholars, builder and 
others for administration and 
management of our trust funds. 
It is like asking an engineer to 
perform medical surgery. The 
results are obvious. If we had 
elected professional experts, 
accountants to manage our 
trust, the story would have been 
quite different. We truly regret 
missing the opportunity to elect 
Mr. Keki Mistry of HDFC who 
had offered his valuable service 
to the Community. If we had 
elected him, we would not have 

we face today. He is one of the 

a very capable administrator, 
a thorough gentleman. We 
sincerely appeal to him to stand 
as the candidate for the next 
election.

Earlier Trustees nominated 
by the special panel were 
accountable and trustworthy. 
No doubt there were some 
differences, minor squabbles, 
but they always maintained the 
dignity of their status. We had 

used in the board room, nor the 

physical attacks on each other. 
Difference of opinion does not 
make you enemies of each 
other. 

The next election is very 
crucial. It is going to seal the 
fate of the Community. Even 
if we have received favours 
from the Trustees we are duty 
bound to remain loyal to the 
Community. Voting is not only 
our right, but our religious duty 
and we cannot vote in return 
for the favours we received. 

Now is the time to think 
rationally and vote for 
candidates who can deliver. Mr. 
Dadrewala and Mr. Cama, who 
resigned on moral ground may 
be persuaded to rethink and 
stand for election. Mr. Dinshaw 
Tamboli, Mr. Homa Petit, Mrs. 

Zarin Daruwala, 
one of the brothers 
from Godrej family 
may be some 
worthy candidates. 
There are a few 
enthusiastic new 
entrants eager 
to serve the 
Community. It 

will be an ideal situation, the 
experienced professionals in 
the Community will be the 
brains to give guidance and 
the competent enthusiastic 
youngsters will be the hands 
that will deliver. It is most 
important that the Trustees 
maintain harmonious relations 
with each other for better 
functioning of the institution. 

We are generally 
disillusioned with the wrong 
notion of orthodoxy. The word 
orthodoxy is derived from a 
Greek word ortho meaning 
right or true, and doxa meaning 
opinion or belief. We have 

P.T. Writer and Pragmatic Thinker Piroja H. Jokhi speaks of why we so desperately need a 
whole set of fresh faces and no traces of the old on the new BPP Board. 
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opinion or belief. We have 
misinterpreted it as adhering 

to the old, and outdated, keeping 
no room for change, growth, 
regeneration and progress.

It is like keeping a seed in an 
airtight container hoping to preserve 
it but ultimately rain comes, fungus 
sets in, the seed will rot and perish. 
If the same seed is planted In the 
soil, and nurtured adequately, it will 
thrive into a big majestic tree bearing 
luscious fruits and providing shelter 
to the tired and weary passersby. Do 
you want the Community to remain 
in an airtight box, and perish, or 
provide a conducive environment to 
grow into a majestic tree giving fruits 
and shelter to humanity? Truth and 
righteousness, love and compassion, 
tolerance and forgiveness, service 

religion. They cannot be reformed or 
renewed. They were, they are, and 
they will be there till eternity. 

Customs and traditions, are 
framed by the free use of reason to 
bring order and discipline in society. 
They need to be reformed, renewed 
and retransmitted from generation 

a disease from which society seldom 
recovers.

How many crimes we have 
committed in the name of religion? 
How much harm we have caused to 
others just because they practice 
religion differently?

There is so much mess in the 
BPP that honorable, upright and 
meritorious candidates are shy of 

that we may get the same type of 
corrupt, incompetent cheats as our 
leaders. 

Unless we elect a full panel or a 
majority of likeminded people as our 
Trustees, it is not possible to bring a 
change. Though we cannot guarantee 
on the wisdom of the Community, 
we believe that the enlightened 
Community that we are proud to be, 
will be wiser, and knowledgeable 
enough to understand and vote for 
right candidates.

POINT TO NOTE: It’s the message, not the messenger you might be mad at! Please Note: The opinions expressed in ‘Letters to the Editor’ are those of Readers and contributors and do 

suitable in tone or expression. If anyone has any doubts and issues about the content of the letters, they are requested to contact the individual authors if his / her details are mentioned.

Dear Editor,
I refer to a paid write up 

Mr. Yazdi Desai last Sunday 
to questions raised by a 
community weekly .

I agree with Mr. Yazdi Desai 
that the BPP is in a very bad 
shape. No doubt about it. 
The captain of the ship has 
lost direction. The BPP is run 
more like a family Trust and 
in future be prepared for a 
dynastic rule controlled by a 
remote.

The concerns raised by Mr. 
Yazdi Desai are genuine and the 
community need to support 
the BPP Trustees. Having said 
that I must also point out that 
the present Trustees need to 
take some prompt decisions 
on the following and not keep 
matters lingering.

simple letter from the Board 
of Trustees informing that 
since the BPP has paid 100% 
towards Property Tax (they 
were asked to pay 50% but 
they have paid 100%) they are 
recovering the same from us 
however if the amount turns 
out to be 50% payable than 
they would refund us the 
amount immediately to the 
residents. This letter clarifying 
the above was agreed by all 
the 7 Trustees 10 months 
back. Inspite of repeated 
follow ups and personal visits 
the 3 line letter has not been 
circulated which makes me 
now wonder if they have paid 
50% and planning to recover 
100% from us. To top it the BPP 
has  issued directives to the 
Custodians not to accept rent 

if Property Tax arrears are not 
paid. As a result of the delay 
in issuing a letter the Trustees 
are not only losing out on 
Property tax amount but also 
on rents. This will affect the 

the BPP but will not affect the 
residents. This is a classic case 
of mismanagment.

income by stopping subsidies  
to people who are well to 
do and have 4 wheelers / 2 
wheelers. The list is available 
with the Trustees since the 
past 9 months and I fail to 
understand why the cutting 
of subsidies to the moneyed 
is not implemented. Infact 
shame those people and 
declare their names publicly 
who are well off and still 
continue to enjoy subsidies 
thus depriving genuine people 
in need of subsidies. Money 
saved is money earned. The 
BPP could save lakhs.

practically in most colonies 
residents don’t disclose the 
possession of car / cars / 2 
wheelers thus escape paying 
parking charges. These people 
can afford cars worth lakhs 
and in some cases Crore + but 
will not pay the BPP Rs. 200 
– 300 as parking charges. It is 
a shameful act on the part of 
residents. In one such colony 
the Association came out with 
a list mentioning  car no’s of 
defaulters. Incase they still 
continue to park but do not 
pay, their names will then 
be published in the colony 
along with Car No’s. When 
these residents go to the 
custodian to pay their parking 

charges,the custodian should 
check the registration papers 
and collect the arrears from 
the date of registration in 
the residents name. If BPP is 
serious, all colony associations 
will support the BPP in such 
an exercise. One can imagine 
what would be the revenue 
to BPP from parking charges 
alone.

CEO to run the BPP. No 

to turn around the BPP. Good 
Governance is lacking but 

Boardroom.

that we should not bow down 
to threats of the union. The 
Community should stand 
shoulder to shoulder with 
the Trustees. The Union must 

position of the BPP and make 
reasonable demands. 65% is 
absurd. Even if the BPP is 
doing well it cannot afford 
such a hike. I do agree that 
an employee should earn well 
to maintain their standard of 
living but 65% is ridiculous. 
We must support and if need 
be even help the BPP incase 
the union decides to take 
any extreme measures. We 

BPP and it is we who are 
bowing down to the union 
and not the Trustees. It is 
our responsibility to support 
Trustee’s at such times. The 
Trustees can invite  a neutral 
person from the Community at 
the time of negotiations with 
the union.

Mr. Yazdi Desai. If you are 
reading this write up. I would 
appreciate a response from 
you, and a humble request. 
The BPP is in a bad shape, 
please do not waste money 
of clarifying through paid 
advertisements please. The 
BPP cannot afford it. A simple 

do.
Arzan J. Ghadially

Dear Editor,
I, the undersigned Mr. 

Keki B. Paddar, am willing to 
render my service Pro-bono as 
a khandiya (pall bearer).

I think it’s high time 
members of the Parsi 
Community come forward 
and support the honorable 
Trustees of BPP so that for 
once and all we can settle the 
record straight.

Pall bearer can’t take 
Community for a ride by 
black-mailing.

I shall be highly obliged 
if you will publish this letter 
in your esteem weekly Parsi 
Times.

I am sure more Parsis will 
come forward.
Keki. B. Paddar

Dear Editor, 
To Mr. Yazdi Desai BPP 

Trustee, kudos to you. I read 
in today’s Times of India 
(3.7.2015) about your decision 
to volunteer to carry bodies 
at the Doongerwadi. This 
decision will set an example 
to friends and foes. I wish I 
could join you and God Bless 
You. 
Ronnie Mehta
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It’s all over the headlines and 
it’s hot news for the media 
will Greece call it a day and 

go bankrupt? Or will it continue 
to drag its feet out of the debt 
laden grave? This is nothing 
new considering it was known 
to us over the last 2 years. 
Also, they have a history with 
defaults; Greece has defaulted 
on its external sovereign debt 

previously in the modern era. 

outcome shall be known, till 

then most of their banks are 
shut. Let us understand the 
aftershocks in case of a default.

Media likes to make 
mountains out of mole hills, the 
problem of Greece is blown out 
of proportion, considering that 
its GDP constitutes less than 1% 
of the world GDP. India’s trade 
also with Greece is miniscule. 
We need to take consensus 
of the fact that the biggest 
lenders to Greece are not 
the private institutes/ banks 
but ECB (European Central 
Bank) and IMF (International 
Monetary Fund) hence, the 
collateral damage will be 
least harsh. Germany being its 

largest euro zone lender may 
bear the brunt to some extent. 
With every gram of Gold comes 
a tonne of muck it’s wiser to 
default instead of having a 
sword hanging over its head. 
Greece’s default will warrant a 
euro zone exit with a painfully 
slow but certain recovery in the 
long run. Their local currency 
will devalue badly but it will 
certainly improve their exports 
and tourism. 

However, having said this 
let us remember that the 
market is an emotional fool 
that pre-empts a reaction 
out of proportion. In case of 
a default the world market 

will react adversely since you 
never know what will come 
out of Pandora’s Box. Global 
bond market will also go in 
a bit of frenzy. Nonetheless, 
considering that the Greece 
economy is just a drop in an 
ocean in the global market, the 
repercussions would be soon 
forgotten. We don’t expect 
the contagion effect to last 
long. I am not negating the 
fact that the Indian market 
won’t be impacted, there will 
be aftershock pain and markets 
will tumble but it will be 
short lived. Hence, treat this 
correction as an opportunity 
because buying when others are 
fearful is the best buy strategy.

Let me conclude on a lighter 
note, Greece GDP is $ 271 
Billion and Apple Inc. has $ 240 
Billion cash equivalents, short-

term marketable securities, 
and long-term marketable 
securities in its balance sheet, 
they can simply bail out 
Greece, that’s so much for the 
hype. Also, European nations 
have defaulted over 73 times 
since 1800, if another one 
bites the dust it won’t make a 
difference.

Navaz N. Dubash

Would it hurt you to know that your favourite Dhansak Dish is just a collection of food compounds and chemical equations that have arranged themselves to 

Parsi Times Writer and Food Chemist Navaz N Dubash draws you in to the world and gives you a taste of what a career in the

PROF. (Mrs.) Navaz N. Dubash has 15+ years of 
teaching experience and industry experience as a Researcher 
with R&D and Health Care Division at Marico Industries Ltd, 
Mumbai. Navaz is a post graduate from Institute of Chemical 
Technology, Mumbai and her area of specialization is “Food 
Science and Technology”. Navaz has also completed her 
B.Ed. Navaz has to her credit international research paper 
publications and has published other research papers in BARC 
and ICFOST. Navaz also has experience in assessing SSC Board 
papers as an examiner. Navaz lives in Mumbai, is married to 
Neville & has a son Teshtar.

a. Minimum requirement to become a food chemist/ 
to have/earn a career in food chemistry is
i. Bachelors Program in Pure Chemistry, applied 

chemistry food chemistry, food sciences or 
pharmaceutical sciences.

and so in the pay packet so one can go/aim for 
higher education
i. Master’s Program in food chemistry along 

with this you can even work as an intern and 
gain experience in R&D Lab with Sponsorship 
from reputed food companies.

ii. Doctoral Program in food Science / food 
chemistry. Here you can specialize in areas 
like food microbiology, food packaging, food 
preservation techniques, food safety, etc. 

a. Cadbury’s India Limited
b. Marico Industries
c. Godrej Industries
d. Dabur India
e. Amul 
f. Parle Products Pvt. Ltd.

a. Quality testing of food samples – quality control 
and quality assurance as per industry regulations 

b. Research & Development – to study chemical 
properties of food samples. Analyze food samples 
to improve their quality and nutritional value.

c. To develop and study Advanced Food Technology 
methods like effects of heat, freezing, thawing 
in various food products, brewing, distilling, 
preservation, packaging, etc. in food, food 
processing techniques, food processing and 
canning techniques.

d. Lab work – Developing and analyzing new food 
additions, food preservations, moisture analysis, 

e. You can also get roles such as Director, Project 
lead, Researcher, Project Co-ordinators, Trainer 
for Fresher’s.

a. Depends on industry and type of role offered - 
Rs. 20,000/- to 30,000/- to start with

a. Strong oral and written communication skills
b. Problem solving attitude
c. Analytical Approach

Mehran Felfeli
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20th June saw this 
‘ M a t h e m a g i c i a n ’ 
performing at Lady Jahangir 

Kothari Hall for the Bangalore 
Zoroastrian Association. The 
‘Mathemagic Show cum Memory 
Development Seminar’ was an 
interactive and informative 
session involving participation 
from the audience.

Mr. Jokhi demonstrated his 
unbelievable memory skills 
and the unique ability to solve 

in the blink of an eye. The 
show saw a turnout of over 60 

vibrant and enthusiastic Parsis. 
“The Parsi crowd was very 
encouraging and appreciative 
of my skills,” says Mr. Jokhi.
Other shows that Mr. Jokhi 
performed during his Bangalore 
visit:

Talk on ‘Life is a Number 
game’ at the weekly 
meeting of Rotary 

Bangalore Spandana.
‘Mathemagic Show’ at 
the Government Kannada 
Higher Primary School, 
Karisandra, BSK 2nd Stage.
‘Mathemagic Show’ 
at Nivedita School, 
Vidyapeeta Circle.
‘Mathemagic Show’ at SVVP 
School, Thyagarajanagar.

About Minoo Jokhi:
A weak student till the 

9th Std., Mr. Jokhi converted 
his weakness into his biggest 
strength and became a 
Mathemagician. Mr. Jokhi has 
done over 600 shows, trained 
memory skills to over 5000 
students, appeared on the 
television multiple times and 
have been featured in the 
newspapers 90 times. He loves 

public speaking and has won 
over 14 1st places for the same. 
He is also fond of acting.

Mr. Jokhi conducts classes 
in Mumbai and also goes 
personally to train people in 
memory development.

He is the Ex- Honorary 
Rotary member of Bombay Hill 
South.

You can catch up more on 
his site www.minoojokhi.in.

Maths Magic and Memory
Can you believe that a person who didn’t know tables beyond 3 in the 9th Std., now remembers 
tables till 1 crore, square and cube roots uptil 10 lakhs, knows the calendar of the last 400 years and 
remembers the birth dates, phone numbers and faces of more than 2000 people!!!! The man in picture 
is Mr. Minoo Jokhi. 

Memory can be improved at any age. I want 
children to accept mathematics as a fun subject 
and remove their phobia for numbers.

Parsi Times: For how long have 
you been living here? 
Mr. Jagjish: I was born here, so 
Im living here with my family 
for about 65 years.
P.T.: What are your daily 
chores?
Mr. Jagjish: Well, my life is 
pretty much simple. I earn for 
a living through this rickshaw 
all day, and in the evening 
after I pack up, I go to the 
Agyari and sit under its pure 
serenity to experience peace 

and happiness.
P.T.: How many members are 
there in your family? What do 
they do?
Mr. Jagjish: There are 3 
members in my family including 
me. My wife takes care of the 
household and my son Ansh is 
studying in the 7th grade in a 
nearby Parsi school.
P.T.: So you are the sole earner 
in your family? Do you have any 
other interests apart from your 
profession?
Mr. Jagjish: Indeed, I am. My 
intersts include cleaning the 
Agyari every evening, taking 
some time out for my family 
and listening to them talk 

about their day. 
P.T.: That’s quite interesting. 
So do you like your job? What 
motivates you to do it?
Mr. Jagjish: Well frankly, no 
one becomes a rickshaw driver 
by choice. I have been driving 
this rickshaw since I was 15 
years of age, and now this 
has become my life. I wouldnt 
trade this for any other 
happiness in the world.
Driving people around and 
wandering is perhaps, my own 
paradise. What motivates me 
is my family, I know I have to 
do this for them, and I will do 
everything that is enough to 

P.T.: We have 
never seen a 
rickshaw driver 
talk about his 
profession in 
such a different 
perspect ive. 
Would you like 
to give any 
message to the 
youth?
Mr. Jagjish: 
I think the 
worst possible thing people 
could ever do to themselves 
is focusing so much on others 
opinions, others judgements 
that we almost forget what 
we’re doing, and why we’re 

doing it. I say let it go, open 
up even if you’re scared. If 
not anything else, you will 

happiness just the way it 
comes. 

This interview was taken in Jamnagar during interviewing the Parsi Trustee to give a gist of the life 
of one of the Parsi families living there. Whilst interviewing Mr Jagjish Daruwala, a rickshawdriver, 
we noticed how happiness is accepted by him through the most simple forms of life.

Aditi Jhaveri

On the death anniversary of Sir Sorabji Pochkhanawala, founder of 
the Central Bank of India, we trace his journey to success.

Born to Nasserwanji Pochkhanawala and Bai Gulbai, in Mumbai on 
9 August, 1881, Sorabji found a job in the Chartered Bank as a clerk 
with his elder brother’s aid. He had taken a book-keeping course and 
later passed the book-keeping examinations for the London Chamber 

disillusioned by the racism he encountered in the process. Eventually, 

After seven years at the Chartered Bank, Pochkhanawala resigned 
in 1905 and then joined the newly established Bank of India as an 

accountant. With his experiences he had learnt how the 
British dominated banking in India, which led him to envision a 
purely Indian-controlled bank, by which Indians could exercise 

He thus founded in 1911 the 
Central Bank of India, which was 

Indians. The pride felt by Sir Sorabji Pochkhanawala on the realization 
of his dream can be grasped from his words

 “Central Bank is not the property of a few individuals and it 

property of the Nation and it is our country’s asset.”
He also added that ‘Central Bank of India lives on people’s faith 

and regards itself as the people’s own bank’. 

Pochkhanawala served as manager of the Central Bank from 
its establishment until 1920, subsequently becoming its Managing 
Director. He was knighted in the 1934 King’s Birthday Honours list 
for his services to banking in India, and formally invested with his 
knighthood at Viceroy’s House (now Rashtrapati Bhavan) on 1 March 
1935. He died on 4 July 1937 after an illness at the age of 55.
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It’s the FINAL  COUNTDOWN.....
All roads lead to St. Mary’s 
School,  ICSE, Mazgaon,  in 

the last weekend of June, every year, to witness 

Technology; coupled with excellent Team work.   
This year 19 schools participated and locked in 

the BEST Mumbai School Trophy! The categories 
included Fine, Literary and Performing Arts to 
name a few. 

Good competition and high creativity laced 

place followed by G.D. Somani Memorial School 
in second and Queen Mary’s School in third.

marvellous Community members was noted. Some 

be back at Campus. 
In the words of Boman Irani

himself who threw open the event with Fr. 

takes a Lifetime of hard work to reach Overnight 
Success” and he owed a lot of this success to 
the ideals and values he imbibed as a student at 
Mary’s.   Both his children also are St. Marians!

Celebrity Parizad Kolah Marshall, who looked 
lovely in the Marian colour,  Blue also attended 

being part of such a fantastic 
event and truly wonderful being 
a judge at the fashion show. 
Campion’s efforts at creativity 
were the best as being an all 
boy’s school. It requires lots 
of courage and conviction to 
be on stage and perform, but 
I was  happy to see so many 
participants at such a young age, 

putting up their best show”!  
Immaculata is truly an event of the kids, for the kids 

and by the kids, without whose initiative, hard work and 
toil, this mammoth show is  not possible.  Let us hear about 
it from a student’s point of view as they deserve the actual 
kudos and credit for it!  

Meet Arshan Zarir Shroff, student of St. Mary’s, class 

was the best organised inter school event in India. We have 
worked for many many months for its preparation.  After 
the event was over, I felt those were the best two days of 
my Life. It was an amazing learning experience and I was 
very proud to be a part of the organising committee”. 

The event would not be complete without introducing 
you to the Godfather of Immaculata, none other than the 

year for this event, which he conducts with ease and aplomb! 

t h e teams organised, motivating and managing 
the 2000+ students of Mary’s, enthusing and involving the 
parents, judging two events – 1. JAM (Just a Minute) 

is it Anyway” 
and of course 
the effervescing 
MC for both the 
days.  This time, 
the Company he 
works with, Eureka 
Forbes was also one of the 
major sponsors of the event and 
contributed to it in a big way!  Way 

School and Community proud!

IMMACULATA 2015 – ROAD TO LEGACY
JUNE 27-28, 2015



Community Coverage12
SATURDAY,  JULY 04, 2015

Life in a Baug is a wonderful interactive place for kids, a socializing hotspot for 
the young, a networking space for the middle aged and a solution to loneliness 
for the old. Especially if you live in Nowroze Baug. For decades Nowroze Baug 

has created sports events, learning activities for 
old folks, cookery workshops, trips to Udvada 
and even further for its residents. All these are 
organized by passionate people on not one but 
two different Associations within the Baug.

Years and years and years before we were 
born, the people of Nowroze Baug had already 
formed two Associations, the Nowroze Baug 
Welfare League and the Nowroze Baug Play 
Centre. The relationship so far has run hot and 
cold. Each Association depends on others for its 
funds and corpus. There are donation drives and 
there are large generous and sort of permanent 
Donors. The NBPC has a huge corpus that takes 
care of large format events and the NNWL 
has a considerably smaller one. At the NNWL 
creativity and more man power hours are needed 
to keep the calendar burgeoning with activity. 
The membership of each is open to all Colony 
Residents (mixed marriages etc are convenient 
problems that only crop up when there is 
another rivalry boiling underneath the issue.) 
The NBPC has a larger number of members but 
both Associations have opened their events to 
everyone and encourage cross participation. 

The NBPC has 13 people on its Committee and 
the NNWL has 11, at last count. The Committee 
of the NBPC has youngsters right from the age of 
20 to its President Emeritus aged 80. The NNWL 
has a chunk of elders on the other side of 70 and 
a handful aged 39- 60. 

Merging both the Organizations will have huge 

Dinshaw Tamboly, Chariman of the WZO Trust 
Funds says, the Baug having two organizations is 
a self defeating attitude. ‘I have always known 
the two Associations’, he says. ‘It seems like they 
have mellowed down over the years and I see 

Jal Adajania (President of the NNWL) and 
Homi Ustad (President of the NBPC) have been 

to both, the process is not easy. Jal describes to 
us how the romance between the two Associations 
soured in the old days. ‘Much like India Pakistan’ 
he laughs. Homi Ustad goes into how the process 

will take a few years. Homi has been spearheading the movement and sees things 

committees will be formed. 
Colony members for the most part are 

indifferent to the rumblings. ‘What do we care 
for their old rivalry? If they are not going to join 
hands and do nakras it doesn’t matter to me, I’ll 
attend whatever interests me whenever I have 
the time for Colony activities!’ said a youngster 
who participates in both Associations’ events. 

Parsi Times has always advocated a joint 
Nowroze Baug and has on multiple occasion 
voiced our approval at the events the two have 
been able to carry out together. For the sake 
of fund raising and continuity and even for the 
creating a joint front to represent them at the 

for everyone is to have the Associations merge. 
Many events over the past few months have 

had the joint logo of Nowroze Baug instead of 
individual logos. This is a great move and even 
20 year old Firdosh, the youngest most energetic 
member of the NBPC says it is the best step 
forward. All that stands in the way is their own 
Committees not being able unify and agree to the  
process. 

So what stands in the way? As we spoke to 
more and more members of the Associations, 
it became clear that holding on to a forgotten 
rivalry, staking unnecessary claim to events and 
associating some sort of puritan values to their 
own Association, whichever it may be is keeping a 
lot of the older crowd from taking a step into the 
present.  What is more, the will to hold on creates 
drama, mischief and pretty much any dirty games 
that are possible… sound familiar? 

Today Nowroze Baug needs to unite its 
residents as its buildings need reinforcements, 

need leadership. The process is a long one and will 
involve legalities, the approvals and permissions 
of the Charity Commissioner and many more 
considerations. All these are possible and easily 
done considering the healthy number of well 
educated and highly specialized people on both 

success but will egos continue to stand in the way? 
We are rooting for the Baug to become one in 

the true Zoroastrian spirit.

The Bawatips  boys 
have added a good 
dose of Parsi humour 
to the Snoop Dog issue. 
After christening him “Snoop 
Kutrawala” they have added this 
snazzy caption to a screenshot of 
Snoop as Persian king! Meanwhile, 
The Parsi Zoroastrian community 
in Kolkata is up in arms against 
the Snoop Dog video on YouTube. 

a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in Kolkata high court through advocate Phiroze Edulji against 
the music video starring Amitis Moghaddam and Calvin Cordozar Broadus Jr., popularly known as 
Snoop Dogg and YouTube.

DUDH MA SAKAR
Watch the latest episode of 

the “DUDH MA SAKAR” Frohar 
Films Tele Series on Girnar 
on  Sunday 5th July, 2015 at 
12.00 Noon. The episode covers 
Kavyani Zando; the icon of the 
victory of Shah Faredoon over 
the tyrannical Zohak. 

This tele-serial of Frohar 
Films is designed and directed 
by Ervad Dr. Cyrus Dastoor.

LOVEDALE - ONLINE

It’s time to shop online! 
Parsi Times Writer and Novelist 
Nozzer Pardiwala’s new book 
Lovedale is online on Flipkart!
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For the sake of fund raising and 

continuity and even for the creating 

a joint front to represent them at the 

BPP and Wadia Trust Offices, the best 

thing to do for everyone is to have the 

Associations merge.
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THE POWER OF SILENCE
A new breed of vultures have descended on the Towers of Silence and the 
Dying Community. As the rest of the country hears about the dramatic 
strike threatening to erupt at the Parsi Towers of Silence, as the Union 
sends scathing letters to the BPP Trustees demanding that they don’t 
supersede the Chairman; as Trustees pay to have their words read in what 
is supposed to be a free and fair media and as only the workers and 
the Community suffers… Parsi Times takes a look at the Drama of the 
Khandia Strike and explores what lies beneath.

For the past few weeks the 18 
Khandias and approximately 200 
other employees of the BPP who 

work at the Doongerwadi and the Baugs 
have been protesting in order to get 
salary hikes. The employees are Class 
IV employees of the BPP and include 
Maalis, Sweepers and Hearse Drivers as 
well. 

The workers had been negotiating 
their salary hikes with the BPP Trust for a 
while now and deemed the 7% raise that 
the BPP offered them ‘unacceptable’. As 
off now the demand is for a 50-65% hike 
in salary.

The work has not stopped at the 

disgruntled air looming above the site. 
Everything is operating at a tense and 
slow pace and amicable negotiations do 
not seem to be in sight.

The story for the world is that the 
BPP are unable to show a united and 
strong front against the Union Leaders 
and also show signs of not giving in to 
these demands. Dinshaw Mehta says he 
will wait for negotiations. Yazdi Desai 
on the other hand has been putting 
together a contingency plan that might 
show the Union that the BPP is stronger 
that they think. Over the past few days 
he has collected a band of regular Parsi 
folk who are willing to step up and do the 
work if the protesting turns into a full 

hike for Union Workers most of whom 
are non Parsis (90% approximately) is 
not right and the Mumbai Mazdoor Sabha 

is taking advantage of the 18 Khandias 
whose jobs hang in the balance. The 
hike if granted will mean a 3 crores plus 
hike on BPP spend. Yazdi says that the 
workers should accept the 7% hike and 
wait till the new BPP Board (scheduled 
to be elected through 2015-2016) can 
renegotiate with them later. The Union 
General Secretary Dhunji Naterwalla 
doesn’t agree with Yazdi Desai and has 
voiced his opinion in an aggressively 
crafted letter to the Parsi Press  saying 
Yazdi has no business putting his 
opinion in the media and that he cannot 
‘supersede the Chairman’ of the BPP. 
The letter hints at the fact that the 
Salary Hike may be nothing more than 
a ploy to further mess up the relations 
between the two factions of the BPP. 

So while the sweeper sweeps, the 
hearse-drivers drive and the Khandia 

carries out the last rites of a Parsi 

politicians at our helm will once more 
abuse the sanctity of everything we 
hold sacred, twist and manipulate other 
organizations and write scathing paid for 
reports in the Press forgetting that some 
watch dogs do remain.  

What has come out of this so far is 
the willingness of the regular Community 
members to not let those who grieve 
for the dead suffer. Around 25 have 
volunteered to undertake the work of 
the Khandias if negotiations take a turn 
for the worst and we are left at the 
manipulating mercy of some people and 
the hands of the Union. 

What is also clear, is that the Union 
(which itself says in its letter that 
so far the relationship with the BPP 
has remained fairly simple up until 

now), has taken complete advantage 
of a fractured and badly behaved 
organization. The BPP Trustees are in 
no way innocent in all this. While one 

Union and sending out a clear message 
that the Community should not be held 
for ransom, the other side is allegedly 

protest without any consideration for 
the real lives and real families that will 
suffer the consequences. 

One thing we can all agree on is 
that the Khandias and the rest of those 
who work for the BPP under the Class IV 
category have real, tough jobs and hard 
lives. The disparity in the way we treat 
them is evident. Unfortunately their 
plea for higher salaries is allegedly being 
used to further a murkier agenda, one 
they may not have control over or even 
any idea of. The games our politicians 
play are hurting the lives and the pride 
of every section of the Community. 

More unfortunate news on this will 
follow.

SOME OTHER QUOTES FROM THE LETTER...
He is merely a Trustee and he cannot 

supersede the Chairman of the Trust in 
any manner whatsoever. 

What Shri Desai has slyly done is 
calculated the highest wages of a senior-
most workman with service of more than 

if all the workmen are getting the same 
amount of wages.

The silence and inaction that has been observed so far with 
regard to the Cash in the Closet case of the BPP. [ A story that 
Parsi Times broke in our Issue dated 20th Sept. 2014 - Pg. 03] 
has been broken.

In May when the police submitted a report regarding 

sitting trustees of the BPP were immediately suspicious 
regarding the outcome given in the 11 page report by the 
MRA Marg cops who had closed the case and allowed the 
BPP to break the sealed cupboard. 

Activists within the Community and passionate Parsi 
Times readers have not let the matter go easily. Gathering 
strength and followers for the case, some of the Trustees 
wrote to Rakesh Maria pressuring him to reopen the case 
citing shoddy police work and no proper investigation. The 
Trustees putting this pressure on Maria were Yazdi Desai, 
Khojestee Mistree, Jimmy Mistry and Arnavaz Mistry. 

“Receiving such a huge amount in cash either through 
donations, or some cash transaction, or through sale 
proceeds of belongings of some Parsi deceased, without 
issuing receipt or knowledge of the Trustees, is illegal. All 

BPP staff members including Mr. Colah were aware about this rule,“ said a Trustee with regard to the 
case. “It is impossible that not even a single receipt has been issued in this case.”

Police Commissioner Rakesh Maria has now ordered the case to be reopened and the mystery of 

a fresh perspective. The fresh report will be submitted by a DCP directly to him.

The cash was found in 
September last year, 

when the BPP Trustees 
opened the cupboards of 
now late Chief Executive 

died in December 2013. 
Rs. 20 lakh was found in a 
plastic bag in two bundles of 
Rs. 15 lakh and Rs. 5 lakh 
each; the remaining money 
and jewellery was found in 
separate drawers in Colah’s 

A few Trustees had linked the unaccounted cash to the 
controversial sale of tenancy of Dady House in Fort. Dinshaw 

Incidentally, the discrepant amount was exactly of Rs. 20 lakh.
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SERVICES AVAILABLE

ARMAITY & RASHID D. 
BAMANBEHRAM

First Parsi Lady Videographer
Famous Press Photographer
Ex. Special Executive Magistrate

HD. VIDEOSHOOTING
PHOTOGRAPHY & ALBUMS

Wedding, Navjotes, 
Birthdays & Engagements

Contact: 6/3, Khareghat Colony, 
Hughes Road, Mum-7

armaitybamanbehram@yahoo.com
Armaity: 9820188266
Rashid: 9820224667

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY

ACCOMODATION AVAILABLE

1BHK

Zenobia: 09821363770

CIVIL/PAINTING

PAINTING FLATS IN THE 
RAIN NO PROBLEM AT 

ALL WITH QUICK DRYING 
EMULSION PAINTS. 

TELEPHONE SAROSH PAVRI 
9820191850, 24166994

CAR HIRE

INNOVA Triple A/C 
utmost comfortable & 

reasonable rate, driven 
by Parsi owner for local, 

outstation and happy 
occasion, Kurush Bailiff: 

EXCEL ELECTRONICS
REPAIRS

LCD, LED, Television
DVD Player, Audio 
System
Washing Machine, 
Refrigerator, 
Microwave, AC
Computer

For Details:
9322417064, 7028490019

PRINCE METAL MART
BUYER OF OLD RECORD, 
AUDIO SYSTEMS,OLD 
CAMERA, OLD NOTE 
BUNDLES, ZARI BORDER 
- SAREES OLD TASBI, 
KERBA, WRIST WATCHES, 
PEN, OLD COINS, GLASS 
WEAR, GERMAN SILVER. 
9920663443 / 9820647858

BUSINESS OFFER

SPITAMAAN CREATION
FAIR DEAL - SHOP

at Boyce Agiary Estate - 
Tardeo. 

Embroidered Kurties, 

Sadra, Kusti, Toran.
Bailiff & Sons
9819620666

ANTIQUE

ASTROLOGY

Free Advice in 24 hrs 100% 
Solution. Vashikaran, Love 
Marraige, Business, Family 
Dispute. Manan Shah 
9769214783 Andheri (W).

SAFARI DICOR FOR HIRE 
(5 SEATER) UDWADA, 
NAVSARI, SURAT, SHIRDI AT 

REASONABLE RATES. 
CONTACT :  

9167782820, 9819301039

SHYAM TRAVELS
Travel in A/C Innova to 

Udwada, Surat, Panchgani 
etc Airport, Local and on 

Happy Ocassions.
CONTACT: 98203 67891

9820987891

Travel Comfortably in 
Brand New A/c

INNOVA/SKODA RAPID
Reasonable Rates & with 

Excellent Service. 
To Udvada, Navsari, 

Surat, Mahableshwar, 
Shirdi, Goa etc.
Contact Navaaz

9819244454 / 9322279869

Brand New Renault Scala 
5 seater for  

Local, Outstation,  
Airport pick and drop 
Wedding and Navjote.

Contact:- Sarosh 
9664050845/9820576501

Parsi Owned & Driven 
SWIFT D’ZIRE & 

INNOVA CAR
(A.C. & IN GOOD 

CONDITION)
AVAILABLE ON HIRE 

FOR OUTSTATION AND 
WITHIN MUMBAI.
PLEASE CONTACT

ROHINTON - 9223395255

TRAVEL Comfortably in 
Mahindra Xylo, 3 Row 
A/C on hire at reasonable 
rate for Airport, Navjote, 
Wedding, Outstation. 

Contact Hutoxi 
9819408576/9819648099.

Experienced  
PARSI SELF driven car for 
Local,outstation, Airport 
transfers. Mumbai/Pune 
drops also. 24hrs service.

FREDDY - 9820267456

CHOCOLATES

Homemade Chocolates
For variety of Chocolates

Please Contact: 
9167409959

EDUCATION

Any Washing Machine /  
Dishwasher /  

Dryer/ Microwave Oven / 
Refrigerator / AC / LCD / 

PLAZMA / LED
Contact NATIONAL

(SAHIL) 9773158833/ 
24034358

One Year Gaurantee

ELECTRONICS/REPAIRS

CLOCK REPAIRS
Repairs of English /German 
Grandfather Clocks, 
Quarter Chimers, Carriage 
Clocks, Pocket / Wrist 
Watches. Contact: Cyrus 
Khambatta: 26042635, 
9820895967, 9820257919.

D. Shamji & Co.
PARSI DAGLI

Shirts | Pants | Safari Suits
Bhupendra Gohil

22663131 / 9821005381
143-B, Perin Nariman 
Street, (Bazargate Street), 

Fort, Mumbai - 1
dshamji33@gmail.com
www.dshamjidagli.com

DRESSMAKERS/ TAILORS

COINS/NOTES/COLLECTIONS

JUST FISH 9029493663. 
FRESH & CLEANED  
SEASON FISHES IN 
500 gms PACKS. 

AT WHOLESALE PRICE.

FOOD/TIFFIN SERVICES

FOR SALE

AIR-CONDITION REFRIGERATORS 
Indian / Imported 

Double Door, Frost Free
 

At Your Door Step 
Installations/ Maintenance 
Contract. Splits and 
Window Air-Conditioners 

GRAMAPHONE RECORDS

GRAMAPHONE RECORDS
BUYING, LONG PLAY 

ENGLISH RECORD PLAYER, 
AMPLIFER, SPEAKER MUSIC 
SYSTEM, FILM FARE, FILM 
INDIA MAGZINE. CONTACT 
ANAND KAKAD 9819874290

Sense Incense our 
fragrances

Wash Bathe our soap 
slides with fragrances

Contact Sweiter 
Fragrances : 9004063392

HOUSING SOCIETY MGMT

Consultant/Manager 
available for your Housing 
Society we also undertake 
society Accounts, Billing, 

Taxation, General 
Administration, Legal 
Consultancy, Minutes 
Writing, Maintaining 

Statutory Records, Liasion 
etc etc. 

Contact : 9322369942

We Buy & Sell all Types of 
GRAMOPHONE RECORDS.
V-MALL, Shop 40, Gr. Flr. 
Thakur Complex, Kandivali 

(East). 9820365979

HOME FURNISHING

INTERIOR EXTERIOR

Protection from : RAIN 
( Fixed / Folding Roofs 
with Metal / Fabrics 
for windows,Terrace, 
Entrance ) MOSQUITOS 
(Mosquito Roller Net - 

Horizontal  / Vertical)
09224228828

alfahp2@gmail.com

PERSONAL

AHURA Services 
9029493663 offers maids, 
nanny, nurses, wardboys, 
trained and reliable staff. 
Daily, Monthly and Yearly.

INVESTMENTS

9324262973
9892345375,28942935
shreenathjiconsultancy

2012@gmail.com

Sound advice for your 
investments.Please 

Contact :

VINAYAK PACKERS AND 
MOVERS, D2D LOCAL + 

ALL INDIA SERVICES 
MUMBAI 7045803517/

7045803518/9022887824  
ANDHERI 9322412705,  

VASAI 9619426468,  
KALYAN 9619428393

JEWELLERY

DEEKAY PACKERS & MOVERS
National, International 
Clearing, Forwarding, 

Vehicles, Pets
16 Years Experience

Kersi: +919892014580, 
+919892922006

PACKERS & MOVERS

TEMPO Trucks available 
ON HIRE. We Undertake 
contracts of shifting 
household furniture, etc, 
with skilled labour.

Contact Dutta 
9821319228 / 9820006236

Construction Building and 
small Bunglow with big 
wadi fruit trees at Nargol 

9833419049

AVAILABLE 2 BHK FLAT 
AT SANJAN (1052 SQ.FT.) 
FIVE MINUTES AWAY FROM 
STATION, SEMI FURNISHED, 
AIRY AND GREEN VIEW, 
EXCEPTED Rs.16 LACS. 
CONTACT 9892014580, 

9892922006
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Arshis Javeri

Delna Aga came across as 
a free spirited girl. All 
work and no play makes 

every bawi a dull girl. Which 
made me happy to know that 
delna was ready to spend a long 
summer with her girlfriends 
trotting around Europe. So I 
decided to revamp her look 
from her mundane lawyers job 
to a style that she can carry 
while she globe trots.

I started by giving her 
tips on what every girl needs 
to include in her make up 
pouch while out on the road. 
We began by applying the 
artistry skin refreshing lotion 
and concealed her blemishes 
with a Bobbi Brown concealer. 
Blended in some natio bb cream 
with spf and set it well with the 

with pot rouge blush by Bobbi 
Brown. To keep it fresh and 
natural, I chose a lasting eye 
shadow in shades of mauve, 
pink, and gold. Topped it up 

with Lancôme liner and mascara 

the inglot eyebrow pencil. 
Plumped the lips using the 
Sally Hansen lip plumper and 
topped it with a lustrous peach 
shade from Shu Uemura. After 
we styled her into an Audrey 
Hepburn classic looking dress, 
I straightened her hair using a 
GHT hair iron. Delna was all set 
to make a stylish entrance into 
the famous Amsterdam cafes 
and walk along the cobble stone 
lanes of Paris while munching 

patisserie.

SOLUTION (27-6--2015)

6 9 8 5 2 3 7 4 1
1 4 3 7 9 8 2 5 6
7 2 5 6 1 4 8 3 9
8 5 9 4 6 2 1 7 3
2 7 6 9 3 1 5 8 4
4 3 1 8 5 7 6 9 2
5 6 4 1 8 9 3 2 7
9 1 2 3 7 5 4 6 8
3 8 7 2 4 6 9 1 5

Across
9 Nosey parker (7)
10 Disparage, discover after search? (3,4)
11 Dampen (7)
12
13 S American country (9)
15
16 Guilty party (7)
19
20
21 People who gather and disseminate news (9)
25
26
28 Posh school neckwear for an English boy? (4,3)
29 Written musically (7)

Down
1
2
3 Roasting-rod? (4)
4
5 Prophesy or predict (8)
6 Teacher, trainer (10)
7 It may tell you the time but not in minutes? (4,4)
8 He was way above you in your family tree? (8)
14
16
17 Sporting dog (8)
18 Whipped; soundly beaten (8)
22
23
24
27 ___ and crafts : pots, pans and paintings? (4)

When boring people are 
talking to you, your brain 
‘talks over’ them to make 
their monotonous speech 
sound more interesting.

All charming people have something to 
conceal, usually their total dependence 

on the appreciation of others.

SOLUTION  (27-6-2015)Follow Arshis on social media or 

log onto www.arshisjaveri.com  or 

call in for more details for Bridals, 

Trainings, Portfolios or Workshops 

on 9820921824 for special offers 

and discounts for all PT Readers.

Facebook Page: Arshisjaveri.com 

(Makeup, Hair & Styling)

Instagram: arshisjaveri

Twitter: @arshisjaveri
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Dara M. Khodaiji

In May 1912 Shapurji along 
with his family left England 
for his homeland India. He 

had  decided to settle down in 
Bombay. He was prepared to 
face the authorities here but 
that did not happen. By the end 
of the year Sir Dorab Tata, as 

back to England. He settled 
down at the palatial York house 
at in Twickenham that cousin 
Ratanji Tata had just bought. 
Ratanji and Shapurji were good 
friends and affectionate like 
brothers. On the other hand, 
regarding Dorabji, Shapurji’s 
daughter writes, “I think the 
only man who could have 
been regarded as an enemy, 
always antagonistic towards 
him, was his cousin, Dorabji 
Tata; this feeling of animosity 
was engendered during their 
boyhood, more by jealousy due 
to Jamsetji’s loving disposition 
and admiration for Shapurji, 
than by any particular trait 
in Shapurji’s own character.”  
Had it not been for the open 
antagonism of Dorabji (knighted 
Sir Dorabji Tata in1916) the 
name of Saklatvala would not 
have been there in the roll call 

He would have gone on to 

A severe blow struck the 
Tata family on 5th September 
1918. Sir Ratan Tata, 47 years 
old, passed away. Sir Ratan 
was buried by the sides of his 
father Jamsetji Nusserwanji 
Tata in London.  It was a bitter 
blow to Shapurji. The fragile 
link that had kept Shapurji with 
the Tatas came to almost the 
breaking point. It had reached a 
point now where his continued 
existence would became 
dependent on tolerance of 
his cousin Dorabji.  Ratanji’s 
widow, Lady Navajbai, petite, 
pretty, elegant, very chic, 
very graceful, continued her 
relationship with the Saklats 
and visited them whenever she 
was in England.    

By now Shapurji had started 
becoming popular and was in a 
great demand as a speaker for 
the Independent Labour Party 
was growing. His reputation as 
an orator par excellence was 
growing. He was travelling a 
lot to carry on propaganda for 
his party.  People now started 
calling him by the affectionate 

cognomen Sak. 
In 1921 Saklatwalla was 

as nominated as the Labour 
candidate for Battersea North 
inspite of his joining the 
Communist Party earlier that 
year.  In November he won 
the seat for Labour  but a year 
later, in December 1923 he was 
defeated.  He regained the seat 
in October 1924 as a Communist 
candidate that he held until 
1929. The third Asian, and 
again a Parsis,  to be elected to 
the House of Commons during 
the heydays of the British Raj.  
He was a revolutionary and was 
considered to be a danger to 
the established way of life. 

British idolize wars. They 
speak in awe of the 100 Years 
War and the Wars Roses and 
the battles of Hastings, the 
Bannockburn, Trafalgar and 
a whole lot of them as tragic 
but heroic events, epitome 
of chivalry. Revolutions, on 
the other hand are despised 
as something carried out by 
disorderly mobs in badly ruled 
countries. Revolutions take 
place in Russia and South 
Americas, not in the Old Bligthy.   

Saklatvala, who openly 
cried out for 
the freedom 
for his people 
was considered 
seditious; the 
Freedom, every 
E n g l i s h m a n 
takes for granted 
as his birthright. 
His greatest 
weapons were 
his words and 
his humour 
and not violence. Yet he was 
treated as the People’s enemy, 
and was trailed by Scotland 
Yard to scrutinize his every 
move. His meetings were 
banned despite them all being 
peaceful and orderly. The 
cruelest of all the indignities 
came when he was exiled from 
his own Motherland without 
a fair trial. Parsi Community 
in London was medley of 
successful merchants, doctors, 

the well-ordered pattern of 
the middle-class English life. 
As Saklatvala refused to stand 
up when God Save the King was 
sung or did not toast the Royal 
Family, he became a bit of an 
embarrassment to them. Yet 
they bore him no real animosity.

During World War I Saklatvala 
and his friends, that included 
Sir Muncherji Bhownagree and 
Spitman Cama, met regularly 
in a small café on the Oxford 
Street.  Sak often expressed 
some very strong sentiments. 

He said the British Troops 
in India could be killed by 
infecting  Bombay water supply 
with cholera germs.  He had no 
intention of carrying out such 
gruesome acts.  This was his 
way of venting his anger against 
British rule through verbal 
torrent.  Actually, he worked to 
free all peoples from any form 
of imperialism anywhere.  He 
went beyond that.  He wanted 
that labour, that was the real 
creator of should get a fair 
share of country’s wealth.  He 
really felt communism could 
liberate the working class from 
tyranny, exploitation, want, 
and illiteracy. 

In 1918 Shapurji was a 

delegate to the Independent 
Labour Party conference 
representing the City of London 
Branch. He moved a resolution; 
for “immediate legislation to 
improve the hours, wages and 
general conditions of workers; 
and an open advocacy of the 
Nationalization of Lands, 
Railways, Mines, and other large 
and important industries.”  

During the 1922 elections, 
there were three candidates 
contesting for the Battersea 
North seat; a National Liberal, 
an Independent Labour and 
Shapurji Saklatvala as the 

Battersea was the Storm Center 
of Politics. The Chronical 
wrote, “Mr. Saklatvala is a 
Communist, and a sympathizer 
with the Russian revolution. To 
do him justice, he makes no 
secret of these leanings, but 
rather glories in them.   

In one of his General 
Election Addresses Sak said, 
“During my strenuous work in 

the Labour Movement, I have 
always remembered one thing, 

work for, the Working Classes, 
as through them alone I see 
a chance for a truly humane 
world.  It is my turn today to 
ask for your support, and it 
will be your turn after giving 
me that support on the 15th 
November to command my 
further services.”   

The Working Class Voted for 
him.  Saklatvala won.  The result 
was  Labour Party   (Saklatvala): 
11,311 votes,   National Liberal: 
9,290 votes and Independent 
Labour: 1,756 votes.  

There was Jubilation all 
night long on the streets of 
Battersea. Being an Indian did 
nothing to diminish the love 
of Londoners for Saklatvala. 
He was their Sak. An article in 
The Communist spoke of him 
thus: “Comrade Saklatvala, 
not only combines in his person 
the aspirations of Labour and 
Communism, but by virtue of his 
kinship, the hopes of the toiling 
millions of India; Saklatvala 

of the great proletarian battle 
for emancipation.”   

S h a p u r j i 
D o r a b j i 
S a k l a t v a l a 
was sworn in 
on Thursday, 
22nd November 
1922 to the 
Parliament of 
the United 
Kingdom. A great 
triumph for the 
Labour.   

Sak opened 
his maiden speech saying, “The 
hon member who introduced 
the Motion thanking His Majesty 
for his Gracious Message said 
that as a newcomer he felt like a 
schoolboy.  In a similar manner, 
and perhaps in a higher degree, 
I shall offer my apologies to 
you, Sir, as well as to the 
House, not only for tonight, but 
I am afraid, for all the nights 
that I shall be here.  I am afraid 
that I may be misunderstood if 
I do not acquire what is known 
as the traditional manner of 
the House of Commons.” He 
added, “Sir, to realise that 
if we are found especially 
wanting in certain mannerisms 
or if our phraseology is not up 
to the standard, it is not for 
want of respect or want of 
love for any of you, but simply 
because we of the people shall 
now require that the people’s 
matters shall be talked in 
the people’s voice.” He then 
went on to speak at length on 
unemployment prevalent in 

England, and especially in his 
constituency. Shapurji might 
have been extremely outspoken 
in his political debates, he 
never knowingly gave offence 
to anyone. In fact, once the 
Speaker thanked him for “his 
unfailing courtesy in debate.”  

On 23rd February 1923 

to speak on the subject that was 
very dear to him, the Inequities 
of Imperialism as Practiced in 
India. The House had before it 
the Indian States, Protection 
Against Disaffection Act. This 
Act was meant to make it 
impossible  for “subjects of the 
Indian princely states, not under 
British rule, or Indian citizens 
in British India, to publicize 
in India or the Indian press, 
the malpractices of the Indian 
princes against their subjects.”  
While some of the Indian rulers 
were good and progressive, 
there were many who were 
despotic and tyrannical. Col.
Wedgewood, (Labour) moved 
that “A humble Address be 
presented to His Majesty that 
he withhold his assent to the 
Indian States Protection Against 
Disaffection Act 1922.”  Such an 
act would very seriously limit 
human freedom. Saklatwala 
spoke, loud and clear, full of 

said, “Up till 4 o’clock this was a 
Parliament that believed in the 
representation of the people, 
in the supreme right, above the 
sovereign right, of the elected 
representatives of the people.  
After 4 o’clock, Parliament has 
reversed its engines, and it 
believes in a dictatorship over 
a foreign people through a man 
whom they have sent out, (the 
Viceroy) in whose selection 300 
million of people (of India) had 
no voice whatever.

was short, and ended on 16 
November 1923 when the House 
was dissolved. He was again 
unanimously chosen by the 
Labour Party as its candidate. 
The Evening Standard on 26th 
November 1923, announcing 
Saklatvala’s candidature 
wrote: “In North Battersea 
Mr Saklatvala is, in many 
respects, without a parallel. 
He is an Indian by birth, and 
his antecedents neither suggest 
nor explain his revolutionary 
doctrines. His brother, for 
instance, is President of the Mill 
Owners Association in Bombay.” 
Referances were made in the 
press, and even in the House 
regarding his capitalist family 
background.

PART 2

To be continued...

During my strenuous work in the Labour 
Movement, I have always remembered one 

Working Classes, as through them alone I see a 

Part 1 was published in Parsi Tim
es Issue No. 8 on 13th June, 2015.
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The Reluctant Writer

THE GOD  WHISPERER - CHAPTER 7 P.T. SPECIAL SERIES

Simone and Sheroy, 
the twins were 
drawn to each 

other as if by some 
invisible cord. Most things 
that occurred with one were 
experienced by the other. 
Sheroy was going through 
partial memory lapses, but his 
twin sister was always there 
to jog his memory back to the 
present. She would always pull 
out her cell phone and show him 
pictures of the family together, 
to convince him that they were 
family, and who he really was. 
But at times, Simone despaired, 
“How long God? When will this 
stop? Will he ever come back 
to normal? What’ll happen 
if I’m not around to help my 
brother tomorrow? Isn’t there 
any permanent solution to 
this, God?” she would keep on 
muttering, as the days passed.

God was not responding to 
her prayers, or so it seemed 
to her. One day Jeroo was 
preparing lunch for the family 
and He appeared. “The smell 
of mora dar chawal ne tamota 
no patio is simply irresistible 
Jeroo, can I join you for 
lunch?” (This is a typical Parsi 
dish of plain dal and rice and 
a mixture of tomatoes cooked 
in a dash of vinegar), said God 
as he joined them for lunch. 
The family consisted of Jeroo, 
the matriarch, Sohrab and 
Shireen, her son and daughter-
in-law and their 4 children, 
Sheroy, Shireen, the twins 
and Hormaz and Hazel. Hazel 
was the youngest and had her 
special chair at the dining table 
with a folding tray that helped 
to keep her in place and also 
hold her plate with whatever 
she was being fed. She was 
placed between her father and 
mother, so both could feed her, 

old brother, Hormaz.
Simone blurted out 

“I’ve been trying to reach you 
God, aiye apra Sheroy nu kai 
karo ne!” (Please do something 
about Sheroy). Why don’t you 
help him? He needs you now 
more than anything else. Please 
help us and change his life. He’s 
stopped going to college since 

the past two months, because 
he forgets the lessons and no 
matter what we try, he can’t 
r e c a l l what he’s learnt. 

H e ’ s 
s topped 
p l a y i n g 

c r i c k e t 
c o m p l e -
tely. But 
t h a t ’ s 
because 
grandma, 

J e r o o 
has become mortally 

scared of the game after his 
injury. She does not allow him 
to play. When will he be normal 
again?”

God heard her out as he 
relished the lunch cooked 
by Jeroo and said, “My dear 
Simone and all you lovely 
people present at this table 
listen to what I have to say 
carefully.” His voice was as 
gentle as ever as He gulped 
down another morsel of food. 

that’s the truth of life. Never 
ever have I granted total 
freedom to anyone from all his 
or her problems. Can you show 
me one person who can claim 
of never having any problems or 
concerns in his or her life? Just 
one person dear, in the past 100 
years, or 1,000 years or even 
since eternity? Whether he was 
King Alexander or the King of 
Egypt or the President of the 
United States of America, take 
your pick. Life is all about ups 
and downs, knocks that you 
learn to live with. If you don’t, 
so be it, they’ll be coming 
your way anyways; some hard 
and some mild. Your attitude 
shapes them. It’s all about 
experiencing and reacting that 
smoothens out the creases.

“Life is a series of valleys 
and peaks. Accept this truth, 
only then can you live happily. 
Ask me in the times of hardship 
to increase them. But also ask 
me to give you the courage 
to face them. My job is to 
give them to you to make you 
stronger. Don’t ever give up on 
life dears.” said God in reply to 
Simone’s questions.

“There is a way out of all 

thing we need to realize and 
implement is acceptance. That 
is the balm you need to apply 
to the situations that will crop 
up in your so-called ‘blissful 
life’. The moment you touch 

acceptance you come closer to 
my scheme of things planned 
for you. Even I cannot keep 
changing situations to suit your 
comfort levels all the time, 
though I do try. Anyone who 
understands this basic truth is 
well on his way towards healing. 
The mind is a wonderful 
thing you have. Your physical 
condition may deteriorate at 
times but your spirit is always 
intact!” said God.

The house and all the family 
members were engulfed in his 
powerful white aura. Every one 
of them was bathed in it, and 
He noticed they had all stopped 
eating. Except little Hazel, who 
was smiling for no reason at all. 
She wasn’t aware of exactly 
what was going on either. At 
the tender age of two, that 
was expected. “See Hazel, 
your youngest family member, 
she eats when she eats and 
crawls or walks when she does 
and cries when she cries. Does 
she have any inkling to wants 
and needs? Sometimes you all 
adults should imitate her. Don’t 
ask for too much, accept what 
you have, accept the situation 
and move on. Along with 
accepting a situation, I love it 
when I am asked for an extra 
dose of courage. Both these go 
hand–in-hand. People simply 
stop asking me to sort out their 
concerns and bring them back 
to equanimity in the shortest 
possible time. That has never 
happened and never will. When 
faced with a concern, ask for 
courage to face it. I’ll be very 
happy to give it to you! And 
why am I the only one having 
lunch?”, he questioned. “Jeroo, 
you are a great cook, the food is 
excellent!” he complimented.

“On this road called life, you 
have to take the good with the 
bad, smile with the sad, love 
what you got, and remember 
what you had. Learn from your 
mistakes, but never forget. 
People change. Things do go 
wrong. But just remember, my 
children, THE RIDE GOES ON!”

Yeh Dil Maange More is not 
only the tag–line for the Pepsi 
ad; it also applies to every 
living being on earth, especially 
humans. God can’t give you 
‘more’, but He can give you lots 
of acceptance and courage. All 
you have got to do is ask!

 Armed with these you can 
realize that pain is inevitable, 
but suffering is optional.
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Submitted by: Farzin F. Dalal
Age:   12 Years

Name... Mahernoz Hiraji Jiwasa.
I work at... The Zoroastrian Co-Op. Bank Ltd.

I work as... A Clerk.
That basically means... Operation on Retail Banking and Marketing 

for Bank Products.  
My work day begins with...  Preparing a list for Data for Marketing.
I love this about my job... Interacting with different end users daily.

I wish this would change about my job... No.  
I have been working here for... 8 years.

I head to office and head back home at these times... 
8:30 am to 3:30 pm. 

Some of the things that make up my work day… The colleagues that I work with and the 
friendly environment present at ZCBL.

Someone I think has an interesting job is… Credit Department.

Dear Mamaiji, 
You always make me read the Gujarati calendar date from the front 
page of the Parsi Times. Today is Ram Roj. What does that mean?
Dear Dikri,
Today is Ram Roj. Ram Yazat signifies Joy, Peace, Happiness, Bliss, 
Felicity. Praying to Ram Yazat helps in achieving harmony in one’s 
relationships, especially for married couples. As humans all of us desire 
peace, joy, happiness and harmony. Co operation is built into our systems as humans (though it 
may seem difficult to believe when we see some of the happenings in our world).  Most people 
like to help out others and make things better for everyone involved.  When you need guidance 
on how to go about spreading some cheer, joy, harmony, happiness, ask Ram Yazad to help 
you, guide you. When you find these qualities missing in your life, your family and relationships, 
again pray to Ram Yazad for His assistance and help. Be open to receive His guidance. He may 
create situations on which you may have to take appropriate actions to resolve the issues. Talk it 
out with those whom you have a problem. Request Ram Yazad to help you speak the right things 
in the right way and to listen to the other party with an open mind and a willing heart. He will 
help dissolve obstacles and blocks in the relationship and bring about forgiveness and healing.  
Bored of your current life? Ask Ram Yazad to show you how you can add more fun and zing in 
your life, in a healthy way. Desirous of having a baby and having some difficulties conceiving? 
Pray to Ram Yazad for divine assistance. With inputs from Parvez J.  Daruwala

Purveen Dubash is a chef with many knives in her pretty 
home kitchen cabinet. From TV anchor to educator to 
author she is armed with culinary skills to put your tummy 
into a hypnotic state. We are proud to present to you her 
recipes which have the unique distinction of being not 
only simple to follow but yummy to taste!

Ingredients:
1 kg. beef undercut (steaks)
300 grams mushrooms 
(chopped)
3 medium onions (chopped 
into thin slices)
50 grams butter
2 cups cream soured with a 
dash of lime juice
Oil
Salt 
Flour
Directions:
Heat the butter and oil. 
Brown the beef strips on a 

Set aside.
Add the remaining 
butter and oil. Sauté the 
onions. Set aside. Add the 
mushrooms and sauté. Add 

Add the stock/water to the 
mushrooms. Prepare a rich 
sauce. Add the remaining 
prepared ingredients. While 
serving, stir in sour cream 
and heat through. Serve 
with garlic bread.

Beef Stroganoff

edeeee  by: Farzin F. Dalal
2 Years

Whenever we have to share bills and expenses with friends / 
colleagues, it becomes awkward to keep reminding them about 
the amounts owed to you. It becomes more awkward if the 
amounts are small and the frequency is more often.

Install Splitwise app on your phone and request all  your 
friends to install it on theirs too. Once done, Splitwise keeps a 
running total over time and you can settle by one big payment 
instead of several small ones. Friendly reminders can be sent by 
the app or also by email.

So whether you are sharing rent, electricity, laundry or even 
hotel bills, enter the amounts in Splitwise, along with the share 
of each person and let Splitwise do the math and the followup 
for you. Splitwise is free on Android and iOS, and is accessible 
free online. The online version has Fairness Experts who also help 

girlfriend become a roommate!”

Yazdi Tantra’s column is crafted for those of you who enjoy a bit 

mobile savvy world. This entrepreneur celebrates his interest in the 

on-lyne.blogspot.in and Community  centric Zoroastrians.net. 
Of course, his Parsi Times column is our favourite!

Pomegranates help reduce High 
Blood Pressure (hypertension) 
and mental tension and 

to lower bad cholesterol (LDL) 
and raise the good cholesterol 
(HDL). While new cartilage can 
never be grown, pomegranates 
will prevent further cartilage 
(strong elastic tissue around the 
joints in the body) deterioration 
and hence a boon for patients 
suffering from osteoarthritis.

Regular intake of 
pomegranate juice helps to 
detoxify the liver and prevents 
cirrhosis of the liver. It 
protects arteries and prevents 
plaque from forming in the 
arteries. It is also known to 

up especially its seeds which 
are available throughout the year at prominent dry 
fruit stores. 

Boil a handful of Pomegranate seeds in water and 
drink this water daily. If you like, you can dry grind 

the seeds (they are hard but deliciously 
sour in taste) and mix it in a glass of hot 

water and have it daily. They will also 
protect your teeth from dental 
plaque. If you are suffering from 
breast cancer eat the whole fruit 
or take its juice daily along with 
other cruciferous vegetables like 

Pregnant women should 
drink pomegranate juice 
regularly as it contains a host 
of vitamins, minerals, folic 
acid and antioxidants. It is 

bilious vomiting and nausea 
while removing toxins from 
the body and strengthening 
the immune system. The iron 
present in pomegranates is a 

of red blood corpuscles. Pomegranates help to slow 
down Alzheimer and Dementia and therefore a boon 
to patients suffering from memory loss.

Dr. Shernaz Avari

When Prophet Zarathustra was just a child; he was asked by learned luminaries “Which 
is the finest fruit?” He enlightened them by saying “Pomegranate is the best amongst 
fruits”.  As we all know that no Zoroastrian ritual jashan or ceremony is complete without 
the pomegranate holding its place of pride along with other fruits and chasni. 

Quick Remedies
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Hoshang K. Katrak

Parsi Times Writer Hoshang K. Katrak

written by Nasreen Munni Kabir

If the proclamation on the 

cover is a criterion of how 
this book progresses, however 
ardent a fan of Lata’s, the 
reader is entitled to tread 
cautiously. The reference, 
here, is to the author/publisher 
declaring that the subject of 
the book “has recorded more 
songs than anyone else in the 
world …” Patently and blatantly 
untrue: younger sister, Asha, 
has recorded almost double 
those of Lata. But more of that 
later... 

The normally reticent 
Lata opens up, to a great 
extent - though not entirely 
- in this coffee-table book, 
which is largely the result of 
a 1991 documentary, made 
by the London-based author 
on the legend, supplemented 
substantially by telephonic 
conservations between the 
two ladies, from May to August 
2008. 

Kabir’s questions are 
deftly framed and designed to 
evoke replies, most of which 
colourfully chart the maestro’s 
chequered childhood with 
all her poignant memories of 
her family, her father ‘Baba’ 
Dinanath and his associates. 

The book contains readable 

public performance at the age 

radio as the news, as soon as 
she turned it on, was of her 
beloved (as a child, she wanted 
to marry him) Saigal’s death; 
how Manna Day helped her sing 
classical songs; her experiences 
while recording, and during 

and Mukesh. 
Punctuated occasionally 

within the book are some 
startling admissions - how 

she avoided learning singing 
and running away, only for 
Baa to bring her back; having 

brother Hridaynath rebutting 
her suggestion of the brother-
sister becoming music 
directors; drinking Coke and 
playing at slot machines the 
entire night in Las Vegas; not 

seeing Sangam as she found 
the lyrics ‘Main Kaa Karun Ram’ 
vulgar. She admits not only to 
being a very naughty child, but 
also being ‘quite notorious’ 
and ‘bullying everyone’ in the 
neighbourhood. 

desires are not ever having met 
Kundan Lal Saigal, or seeing 
Dilip Kumar at work. 

Lata speaks evocatively 
of her fascination with white 
sarees and diamonds; her 
favourite Hindi and English 

Hollywood stars she admires 
most; Pt. Narendra Sharma, 
who was her friend, philosopher 
and guide. 

She also speaks at length 
of working with her favourite 
music directors and lyricists of 
yore. She recounts at will the 
problems - and how they were 
surmounted - they faced during 
those days. Lata agrees with 
O. P. Nayyar’s contention that 
his music didn’t work with her 
voice. 

What the reader also 
takes away from this book are 
portraits of Lata in her early 
life, her method of imbibing 
a song before the ‘take’. The 
book is embellished, too, 

with some excellent nostalgic 
photographs. Even her love 
for photography, cooking and 
cricket is well documented. 

Part 2 of the book contains 

personalities and family 
members. Sister Asha, never 
one to mince works, though full 
of praise for ‘Didi’; calls Lata 

Lata bares her art, though, 
not her heart.

“One of the aims of this 
book,” says the author in her 
introduction “is to try and 
separate truth and fact from 
rumour and fabulous myth”. 

reading the book, was taken 
with an overdose of salt. 

Lata says she liked Jaya’s 
performance in Guddi very 
much - not a word, though, 
on Vani Jairam or the song 
‘Bol Re Papihara’ (which this 
reviewer thinks was excellently 
rendered). Remember, Vani 
Jairam didn’t last long in Hindi 

lot of gossip in those days. 
Jaya, on her part, calls Lata 
‘a style icon’, and admits 
to ‘consciously basing’ her 
Abhimaan character on Lataji; 
and regrets that Lataji didn’t 

movie. 
Lata steers shy of clearing 

the air on her alleged 
relationship with Raj Singh of 
Dungarpur, who is dismissed as 
an ‘old family friend’. 

She also stops short on 
why she suddenly parted ways 
with C. Ramchandra, for whom 

she had recorded 
her third-highest 
number of solos 
and fourth overall, 
more songs than 
she sang for Madan 
Mohan ‘Bhaiyya’. 

Or why she did 
not sing for Raj 
Kapoor between 
Sangam and Bobby. 

Lata, in all 
humility, admits 
not having sung 

1963 to 1967 over 
the royalty issue. 
Which brings us 
to the tall claim 
of ‘Lata having 
recorded more 
songs  than anyone 
else in the world’. 

T h i s 
c o n t r o v e r s y 
erupted, if memory 
serves me right, 
with the 1974 
edition of Guinness 
Book of Records, where she was 
credited with having recorded 
the most number of songs 

song tally, till 1974, stood at a 
mere 4,000. Till 1989 (including 
and upto Maine Pyar Kiya, her 
tally was less than 5,100. And, 

the Yash Chopra banner, it is 
anybody’s guess as to how many 
songs she has recorded in-the 
last 25 years. I would put her 
total tally (including regional 

7,000 songs. 
Indeed, it is sis Asha, who 

has come up trumps - till 1974, 

and till date, a total of around 
12,000 songs. No wonder, Asha 
has maintained a stoic silence!

In the book, HMV is said to 
have ‘worked out’ that Lata has 
sung 27,000 songs ! Evidently, 
HMV needs a more strenuous 
work-out. 

For the record (pun 
intended), the Guinness guys 
have deleted this entry since the 
last 18 years or so, apparently 
due to lack of authentication.

The book misses out on a 
golden opportunity to clear the 
air and set the matter right on 
such issues. 

When asked if she had 
ever thought of writing an 
autobiography, she candidly 
states that ‘it would hurt too 
many people. My life and my 
experiences are so personal to 
me’. 

All things considered, Lata 
Mangeshkar remains, and 
always will, a national icon, 
whose vocal prowess will 
always be unmatched. 

She is the commoner’s 
voice - a pity, though, that the 
book’s price of Rs. 1,495 keeps 
it beyond the common man’s 
reach.

‘Lata Mangeshkar - in her own voice’
Conversations with Nasreen Munni Kabir 

Publisher: Niyogi Books, Pages 268, 
Price: Rs. 1,495 

Available at all leading bookstores and online


