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3 weeks in... mountains worth of
work cleared off the table already!
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+ An Electoral Reform Committee has been set up and already met on Friday. °

* AHeritage TDR Committee is being created and valuable minds in the sector have already Mgn_&&de.
been invited to join hands with the BPP, guide and work with them. .

« The problems raised by auditors in the 2013-2014 Audit report have been addressed and A Diwali Story Pg. 04

appropriate resolutions passed.

* The Audits of the current financial year will start soon and will be filed within a short
period.

* The Stay on Charity Work by the BPP in the Charity Commissioners Office was not lifted
because of objections by the ex Chairman. With the legal system backing them, the new
Chairman and the new Board are actively addressing this issue so that they do not lose
time and momentum in the Boardroom.

« Cawas Panthaki is the new CEO and Aspi Sarkari is the new Deputy CEO at the BPP.

Keeper of the Flame Pg. 10

Vasai Celebrates  Pg. 12
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Parsi Times spoke to each sitting Trustee and we found that the past three
weeks have been more proactive than the past few years at the BPP. >> Pg. 02
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EDITOR'S DESK

Dear Readers,

The BPP Elections took place on the 18th of October,
2015. On Friday the 23rd of October four new Trustees
sat down in the BPP Boardroom ready to join Yazdi Desai
and Armaity Tirandaz at the green table and commit
themselves to fixing what was wrong with the honourable

Trust.

After all the cake-cutting and speech giving were over, the new Board ushered out
the crowds and conducted their first meeting. Yazdi Desai was elected Chairman. Four
days later on Tuesday the 27th of October, the first regular meeting of the Board was
called. The new Board met the Staff and began looking into the functioning of the Trust
back office almost immediately. The meeting was long and dry and productive.

The following Tuesday (3rd November) met the same standard. Everyone was
prepared to work. The interim week had been spent pulling out information that the new
Board would need to make informed decisions. Some Trustees pulled 5000 Rupees
each out of their wallets on the spot to fund the snacks as the meeting ran into hours
once more. More decisions were made. A notice was thereafter sent to the Press inviting
Community members fo seek appointments with the Panchayet Board to discuss their
grievances or issues etc. We printed the notice in the Issue dated 7th November, 2015.

This Tuesday (10th November) the meeting wound up at 11:45 pm. By now consultants
had been pulledin and contenthad been organized and everything was working on a defined
timeline. The new Board had created an action plan that they were ready to act upon.

The clarity and dedication at the BPP office have been so overwhelming that we just
had to dig deeper and bring this story to you. What follows is a chat | had with five of the
Trustees. Viraf Mehta was out of the country and | shall have that chat when he is back.

| hope you didn't burst crackers or encourage the bursting of crackers by your
families and friends last week. Animals and animal lovers will have been grateful if you
didn't. Besides, how with God answer prayers if the sound of crackers makes him plug

CARETAKER REQUIRED

A genuinely caring and trust worthy care taker,
Preferably a Parsi Lady, Required for an aged lady
living in a family apartment in Santa-Cruz West.

Job :Care taker and cooking only
Salary :Good salary plus food and accommodation
Age :Between 35 to 45 years, max 50

:Unmarried - so that she is able to live with
the aged lady full time without other family
commitments

Qualifications

Experience : Experience as a care taker would be
preferred but not necessary

Joining Date  : By early December

Email : advertise@parsi-times (with Subject: Caretaker)
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Painting, Plastering, Tiling, Kitchen
Platforms, Masonry, Carpentry,
Wood Polishing, Electrical, Plumbing,
& Waterproofing Works, Etc.

i Contact::

_SOLIB-SAKKAI
FARZENA DECORS
Mobile: 9930888074
9920041310, 9619900548
Tel.: 66343968

HAPPY NEW YEAR
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A LAUGH RIOT
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FREYAN

PT: How are the meetings
measuring up compared to
the old Board meetings you
attended?

Yazdi Desai: Very enjoyable
and very purposeful. One
must enjoy doing something
and these have been actually
enjoyable.

PT: You guys are setting
up committees and sub
committees and already taking
things in the right direction...
what are you, as Mr. Desai
excited about focusing your
time and efforts on?

Yazdi Desai: That’s right. | am
definitely excited to focus on
solving the legal cases. What
we are doing is requesting
those people against who we
have legal cases or whom have
legal cases against us to set up
a time on a particular day when
most of the Board or even some
of the Board will meet them
along with the legal people in
the BPP and a couple of lawyers
as a sounding board and we
will discuss with them and
see how we can settle these
cases outside of court. Where
it is a genuine case where it is
interest of the Trust to do so,
we will continue those cases.

@ freyan@parsi-times.com d @freyan_bhathena

BPP TRUSTEES SPEAK TO P.T.

YAZDI DESAI

That’s my focus.

PT: According to you what
is the % of cases that will be
resolved or settled soon out of
these 250 odd cases?

Yazdi Desai: At least a 100 of
these should be settled now.
PT: You were part of the Board
that proposed that The Code
of Conduct be inducted into
the Election Scheme but that
fell through. How do you think
the conversation about that
will go this time around?
Yazdi Desai: | don’t know
whether we will be able to
make the Code of Conduct part
of the Election Scheme for the
next Election because there
won’t be time for that. That
will have to be taken up after
the 2016 Elections. We will try
and take it up as we did this
time at least as a Voluntary
Code of Conduct.

PT.: How did you think the
elections went off?

Yazdi Desai: | think the
Elections went off very well.
Compared to the jungle raaj of
the last few Elections, this time
it was much more disciplined.
There was some decorum,
except for the spending. That’s
something we will have to look
at only now once we decide to
include COC in the Scheme.

PT: We know the Heritage
TDR is becoming part of the
discussion. Any particular
people we know who have
been invited in to consult with
the Board.

Yazdi Desai: Yes! Mr Dinshaw
Tamboly has agreed to be >
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)part of the Heritage TDR Committee. We
have sent letters to a lot of others like
Hafeez Contractor, Noshir Talati and a
lot of experts connected to construction
and architecture and so on and so forth.
PT: What is being done about the Stay
Order at the High Court? How is that
going?
Yazdi Desai: The 4 Trustees who had
filed this case under 41B and 41E have
moved an application to withdraw the
case. Dinshaw Mehta says he wants to
have a say. | don’t know what say he will
have as the case has become infructuous.
When you say ‘infructuos’, it means the
prayer cannot be granted now because
the prayer was to remove Dinshaw
Mehta. His term has ended so there is
no question of removing or dismissing or
suspending him. We applied to therefore
withdraw the case. But Dinshaw Mehta
objected and for some reason the
Charity Commisioner has granted him
time till December 17th! Now we are
making a new application and moving
the Charity Commissioner again because
we have identified case laws say that
nothing can prevent the plaintiffs from
withdrawing a case. The plaintiff can
withdraw the suit and defendant has
no say in the matter. | don’t know why
Dinshaw has done this. If he had the best
interest of the Community at heart why
would he do this?
PT: Cawas Panthaki at the helm as CEO
and Aspi Sarkari as the Deputy CEO. Are
you happy with the team and the staff?
Yazdi Desai: Extremely so! | am happy
that we could finally appoint these two
people at the helm and more importantly
we assured them that the Trustees will
not interfere. As we out it to them...
they have to manage we have to govern.
PT.: Are you hopeful that this new vibe
continuing nicely. Do you think the
next election threatens to disrupt this?
Yazdi Desai: | feel the vibes will
continue. Where there is discussion
and debate there is greater chance of
resolving an issue. | think we will go
most importantly by consensus.

T.: Is there anything else you would
like to add?
Yazdi Desai: | think we have a great
board in my opinion. This Board has got
more experience and seems to be more
intent on achieving something than just
on pushing papers. The catalyst has
definitely been Kersi Randeria.

KERSI RANDERIA

PT: This is your third week as a
BPP Trustee. How do you think the
meetings are going?

Kersi Randeria: Well, we have had a
great three weeks. We have been off
to a flying start. Some of the issues we
were talking about when Noshir, Zarir
and | were campaigning have gotten off
the ground already.

We have started inviting people to
guide, support and help us. We have
started address issues of concern.

This Friday, the 13th of November,
the Trustees meet for Electoral Reforms.
(This interview was conducted before
that due to the Diwali holiday.)

PT: You guys have set up committees
and sub committees... which ones are
you personally excited to focus your

energy on?
Kersi Randeria: All of them! | am
excited about the Heritage TDR

Committee because that that was my
proposal during the Elections.

PT: The Board is talking seriously now
about working on all issues related to
the Election process. Shed some light
on that please.

Kersi Randeria: We have created a
Committee to work on all issues related
to Election and the Committee meets
this Friday.

| am excited about the electoral
reforms and trying to use technology
in future elections to make elections
comfortable for the voters and to create
a data base that is more accurate and
leaves no scope for criticism like that
faced during the last elections...

People @ who have  duplicate
certificates, people who may have
passed away and their -certificates
have not been cancelled etc. This is a
challenging task but will have to be
done to make the electoral list actually
representative of the people who are
eligible to vote.

We are also hoping to make a future
elections pain free i.e. that is to try and
avoid long queues, to provide adequate
seating arrangement and to provide
things like water and covered areas for
voters to stand in etc.

We also are working on amendments
to the Scheme of Elections which will
include issues like reducing the term of
Trustees from 7 years to 5 years, reducing
the number of times the trustee can
stand for Elections from the current 3
terms to 2 terms, plugging all the areas
of concern that were very obvious during
the last 6 months before the elections.

The Code of Conduct is being looked
at. It will be in two parts. One part is
what will be applicable six months from
today. It will be stronger and slightly
more well defined that what was in
existence last time. Part two is the Code
of Conduct which will become part of
the Scheme of Elections, and have the
sanction of the High Court and will be
enforceable by the Election Commission.
PT: Finally there is some clarity on the
audit of the BPP. What is happening in
this regard?

Kersi Randeria: We have also been
working on finalizing the balance sheet of
2013-2014 and have already completed
the paperwork at the Tuesday meeting
this week which should hopefully lead to
the 2013-14 balance-sheet to be finalised
and signed by the auditor. Once that
is done, the 2014-2015 balance sheet
will also be audited and filed. We have
also expressed concern and are actively
considering the lack of safeguard and/
or warning notes that should have come
up from our Internal Auditor pointing out

Contd. on Pg 05.

DAHANU STATION (E)

YAMUNA CENTRALE
Rea dv P 0SSeSSi0N Location 0pposite Dahanu Station

Beautifully Designed
1& 2 BHK Flats,
Offices & Shops

éampie Flat Ready 79

Centrale

Site add: Dahanu Station, Patel Pada, Dahanu East.

Off Add: 501, Hamam House, 36 Hamam Street, Fountain, Fort, Mumbai-400023
Email: yamunacentrale@gmail.com Web: www.yamunacentrale.com
*Where Applicable

% A project by

SHIRDIDEVELOPERS YAMUNA CENTRALE )}5 Solid Gl'Ollp
DAHANU STATION anes to Hea"lv

+91 22-66395400, 2528220033, 75065 44232, 75065 44233

| ]
™
a
a

Thai Dhamaka

18th Feb - 22nd Feb 2016
All Inclusive INR 39990.

Inclusions:

* 2 nights’ accommodation at A - 1 CRUISE Pattaya - 4
star hotel (Standard Double Room in Superior New
Wing) or similar.

+ 2 nights’ accommodation in Bangkok at A LOFT
SUKHUMVIT 11 - 4 star hotel (Superior Double) or
Similar.

« Breakfast on Arrival at Tiger Zoo along with free entry
toZoo.

« CorallslandTourby speed boat & Indian lunch,

* Alcazarshow with transfer.

« Bangkok city tour including visit to Reclining Buddha
and Golden Buddha. ;

+ Visitthe World's Largest Gems Galleryin Pattaya.
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NonVeg. '

« Travel in AC Coach accompanied by a local guide and 3
aTour Manager.
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Highly Recommended Optional Tours at an
extracharge..

* Nong Nooch
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oing down memory lane,
one is always gripped
by a certain amount of

nostalgia. We often reminisce
about the happy, carefree
days of childhood, happily
ensconced in the loving care of
our parents and grandparents.
| am talking of the time when |
was around ten years of age. My
three sisters and | grew up in a
beautiful, sprawling bungalow
in Marredpally, Secunderabad.
The compound surrounding it
was full of trees and flowering
plants which attracted bees,
birds, butterflies, squirrels
et al. Occasionally we also
spotted little mice which
scurried around the house. We
sisters chased the butterflies,
made  bouquets, climbed
trees and generally had a gala
time. Exams did bring about
their share of anxiety but the
rest of the days were spent
in joyous abandon, especially
the holidays. The holidays best
enjoyed were the Dassera -
Diwali holidays. We had several
Telugu and Tamilian friends and
neighbours who invited us to
see their dolls and various other
exhibits beautifully arranged
especially for the festive season
of Dassera. Diwali would soon
follow and we children used
to wait for the festival with
dreat excitement and eager
anticipation to light ‘diyas’ and
burst fire crackers.

The festival traditionally
followed by the Parsis was

THE MYSTERY OF THE VANISHING JEWELLERY

A Diwali Story

‘Dhanteras’. We would all rise
early that morning and watch

our grandmother (Bapaiji)
bustle about importantly as
she supervised the servants
while they decorated all door-
frames with ‘torans’ made of
marigold flowers and mango
leaves. Later in the day,
at the auspicious hour, she
would commence the ritual
of invoking Goddess Lakshmi’s
blessings. One such Dhanteras
day, grandma propped up the
picture of Goddess Lakshmi on
one of the broad window sills
of the spick and span sitting-
room. Beside that, she placed
a polished ‘ses’ containing
fresh flowers, kumkum, rice,

batasha, betel nuts, betel
leaves, coconut and sweet
meats. She then lit a ‘divo’

and a bunch of joss-sticks, the
fragrance of which permeated
throughout the house. She also
placed a glass bowl of milk

> containing various items of

gold jewellery belonging to
the members of the family.
We stood around watching
her every move with great
interest. She then shooed
us out of the room, bolted
the room from within and
commenced her prayers.
By the time she finished, it
was evening. The servants
had already left for the day.
Grandma then proceeded to

shut and bolt all the doors
and windows of the room. All
the windows had vertical iron
bars. She then locked the main
sitting room door and pocketed
the key. After dinner, we all
retired for the night as during
those days, in the 1960s, there
was no television to entertain
us. The next morning grandma
unlocked the door herself and
opened the other doors and
windows. She then began to
remove the items of jewellery
from the milk bowl. To her great
astonishment she found a few of
them missing. She checked and
rechecked, slowly moving her
fingers in the bowl. But some of
the items were just not
there! She called my
mother and father who
in turn tried to locate
the truant jewellery
items, but to no avail.
They had simply vanished!
Looking at their worried
faces we children began to
experience a twinge of panic.
Had robbers broken into our
house during the night? That
wasn’t possible as there were
no signs of a break-in. Grandma
asserted that the padlock could
not be locked and unlocked
without the large key which was
safely tucked away under her
mattress during the night. The
servants could not be doubted
either because they had left

much before grandma finished
her prayers the evening before
and had arrived much after
she had unlocked the room the
next morning. We suspected no
one and so the idea of lodging
a complaint with the police
was dropped. Days passed and
after the initial discussions as
to where the jewellery might
have disappeared, the matter
was soon forgotten. Everyone
carried on with
work as usual.
One

sultry
afternoon, |
was amusing
myself jumping

up and down on the sofa, while
two of my younger sisters,
Armin and Gulshan, were busy
with their dolls. The youngest
one, Dinaz, sat sucking her
thumb amused by my antics. It
was then that dad entered the
room and ordered me off the
sofa. The sofa was in urgent
need of a change of upholstery
as the springs and the coir were
sagging. The repairmen were
waiting outside. They dragged

bEppPy
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the sofa onto the verandah
and began to rip off the old
covers. It was when the lower
covers were being removed
that dad heard a gentle clatter.
Something had certainly
dropped. Upon

moving the sofa,
to his greatest

astonishment,

dad found the

missing items of
jewellery staring

him in the face.
He picked them all

up and asked the sofa
repairmen to rattle the
sofa just in case some
more items decided to
roll out. The repairmen
were dumbfounded and
gaped with amazement while
my dad simply smiled as the
solution to the mystery was
slowly unfolding in his mind. He
came to a logical conclusion.
The mysterious disappearance
of the jewellery had been the
handiwork of the mice which
were seen scuttling under
the sofa from time to time.
They had probably made a
‘nest’ inside and carried the
jewellery there. Yes, that was
the only probable explanation.
My mother and grandmother
agreed with him, and so did
we children. The mystery was
solved. We spent the next few
minutes hooting with laughter.
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issues of concern early enough for this
kind of situation not be repeated.

We realized that shoddy work, lack of
application of mind and routine reports
filed without due diligence and vigilance
have led to this very embarrassing
situation for a Trust such as the BPP.

We have also streamlined processes
such as drafting of minutes and agendas
and ratification of the final minutes.
The last Board of Trustees had dozens
of minutes which had not been ratified
by the Board and kept appearing on the
agenda week after week.

PT: What is being done about the stay
order in the Charity Commissioner
Office? How do you propose to tackle
this?

Kersi Randeria: The Trustees were
distressed that the stay order was not
lifted last week, as it should have been
thus preventing the new Board from
doing charitable work.

Apparently when the Trustees who
had filed the 41 D application moved the
Charity Commissioner to withdraw the
application, as they are legally entitled
to do, Dinshaw Mehta asked for time to
file his reply. We have consulted some
lawyers and have been advised that if
the person who has filed the original
application wishes to withdraw then
neither the defendant nor the court can
legally force him to continue. However
in this case, the application was not
allowed to be withdrawn. Some of the
present Trustees, plan to take steps, to
see that the new Board is not fettered
by the infighting of the old Board and
prevented from doing work of charity,
which includes starting of allotment of
houses that they were elected to do.
PT: Cawas Panthaki at the helm as CEO
and Aspi Sarkari as the Deputy CEO.
What do you see as their roles? Are you
happy with the team and the staff?
Kersi Randeria: The new Board spent
the first Tuesday Meeting, meeting each
and every member of the staff to try and
interact with them and to motivate them
to work with the speed and spirit that
the new Board proposes to work with.
A lot of emphasis was laid on the need
for better Public Relations and a more
positive attitude of the staff members
with members of the Community who
come to the Trust. This will improve the
image of the Trust.

We are putting a lot of emphasis both
on transparency and on good governance.
A positive attitude of the staff is a must
for this and as Trustees a serious effort
is being made in this direction
PT: Tell us about the effort being made
to clear unnecessary legal backlogs.
Kersi Randeria: Within the next two
weeks we intent to put up a public notice
inviting members of the Community to
come and meet the BPP Trustees and
speak about the legal cases that they are
involved in with the Trust. We propose
to give each person will be given a 15
minute slot for the first meeting, in
which a preliminary assessment will be
done about the legal case. A genuine
effort is going to be made by the
Trustees to reduce the pending number
of cases which today stand around 250,

by either withdrawing or finding grounds
of settlement between the Trustees and
those against whom the cases have been
filed.

After the preliminary interviews
are done, legal experts from the
Community will be requested to be
part of a Committee which will study
the issues and make suggestions and
recommendations to the Board of
Trustees as to how to proceed.

We are hopeful that even if we can
reduce this number by 50% we would
have done what we promised to do in
our campaigning.

NOSHIR DADRAWALA

-

PT: How are the meetings measuring
up compared to the old Board meetings
you attended?

Noshir Dadrawala: Very different
experience from the previous experience
and | am thoroughly liking it! In the
previous regime there was nothing ever
given to me like the minutes or a record
etc. In this current scenario everything
is given upfront and | have access to all
the records and am able therefore to
make informed decisions. It is easier to
really work.

PT: You guys are setting up committees
and sub committees and already taking
things in the right direction... what are
you, as Mr. Dadrawala excited about
focusing your time and efforts on?
Noshir Dadrawala: | think wherever
there are legal issues we are looking to
resolve some of the litigations that need
to be resolved one way or the other.
We can call them frivolous or needless
litigations. In some of these cases the
cause no longer exists to have a case. |
am keen to be part of sorting that out.
PT: According to you what is the % of
cases that will be resolved or settled
soon out of these 250 odd cases?
Noshir Dadrawala: It is difficult to
make guesses. With good intentions on
the part of the trustees and with the
intention to not waste Charity funds,
even if we could knock off 40 - 50 % it
would be a great thing for everybody. It
will bring relief to the people involved
and the BPP as well.

PT: What is being done about the Stay
Order at the High Court.

Noshir Dadrawala: Yazdi has made
some effort in that direction. Give it
some time it will be lifted soon enough.
There is no reason it should continue to
stay. There are certain technicalities
and also this is the Diwali holidays etc.
PT: The Code of Conduct may become
part of the Election Scheme and your
team is working on that already. What
can you tell us?

Noshir Dadrawala: Yes true. The COC
may become part of the Election Scheme
but that may not be in time for the 2016
Elections. Anything that goes to Court

may take a couple of years.

PT: Cawas Panthaki at the helm as CEO
and Aspi Sarkari as the Deputy CEO.
What do you see as their roles? Are you
happy with the team and the staff?
Noshir Dadrawala: Very much! |
think that the staff members are very
dedicated and sincere. They are looking
forward to working with the new
Trustees | think. Everyone is attending
on time. We start our meetings at five.
Yesterday we wrapped up at 11:30 pm.
No one left half way. | know it is early
days but | think this Board wants to go
out after its term showing that it has
done something good and concrete. | am
speaking on behalf of the whole board
here. It is tough to speak individually
because after all whatever we will
achieve, we will achieve as a team.

PT: How are the meetings measuring
up?

Zarir Bhathena: It is going smoothly
according to me.

PT: You guys are setting up committees
and sub committees and already taking
things in the right direction... what are
you, as Mr. Bhathena excited about
focusing your time and efforts on?
Zarir Bhathena: | am mainly concerned
with accounts and audits. The Audit of
2013 -2014 is being tackled now. We
have had a meeting with the auditor and
answered about 80-90% of their queries.
Everything will be finished before March
2016. The priority is getting the accounts
audited.

PT: Is this auditing looking like a very
uphill task for the new Board?

Zarir Bhathena: The issue is really
that there was no proper coordination
between the auditors earlier. Secondly
there are other aspects we are looking
into and that we will solve each issue one
by one. There are problems everywhere
and there is no policy to tackle them
yet.

PT: The new Board is trying to form
Committees to address about 250 odd
cases by the BPP. What do you think of
this initiative?

Zarir Bhathena: | think wherever there
are legal issues we are looking to resolve
these litigations one way or the other.
Some causes no longer exist. | am keen
to be part and parcel of it all.

PT: According to you what is the % of
cases that will be resolved or settled
soon out of these 250 odd cases?

Zarir Bhathena: According to the
information we have | would think that
60% to 70% have a chance to be resolved
soon.

PT: The Code of Conduct must be
inducted into the Election Scheme.
What do you think about that?

Mr. Bhathena: We have planned
separate meetings to deal with that

issue also. Tuesday will mainly focus on
administration and all.

PT: Cawas Panthaki at the helm as CEO
and Aspi Sarkari as the Deputy CEO.
Are you happy with the team and the
staff?

Zarir Bhathena: These are the senior
staff and they have the know-how. At
this juncture it would be difficult to
rock the boat. They are able and are in a
position to have the correct information
we need going forward.

PT.: Is there anything else you would
like to add?

Zarir Bhathena: Yes. We will continue
pressing forward till everything is
satisfactory by our standards.

ARMAITY TIRANDAZ

Armaity Tirandaz was a huge
disappointment and an ordeal as usual.
In the past she has strung me along till
the last minute saying she would reply
to emails etc and has never actually
done so. Keeping that in mind, | ignored
her less than curt greeting and pushed
on. | insisted that she at least hear me
out first, after which | would send her
an email if that was more comfortable
with her.

Unlike each and every other Trustee
| chatted with, Armaity was not just
monosyllabic at some instances but
downright difficult. | asked her what she
thought was the difference between the
2 boards. Her answer went something
like this... ‘The past is the past and the
future is now here and we have to work
with the future.” How that qualifies as
an answer that you know will be printed
in the press, is beyond me.

The second questions, was one | had
directed to each of my interviewees.
The objective was to get our readers
to understand which area of interest a
Trustee would focus on. Everyone | spoke
with acknowledged that new committees
and sub committees were already in the
making. Before | could even finish asking
my question, Armaity said, ‘Not really.
We haven’t set up anything... it is under
discussion.’ She laughed and said... ‘You
said a couple of questions; it has been
two questions... so that’s it.’

A lot of cajoling later | still hadn’t
got the answer. Finally | said that |
just couldn’t figure out her role on this
Board. At this she chucked out the words
‘Social Service’.

Mrs Tirandaz needs to stop hiding,
if only for the last 6 months of her
Trusteeship, behind her neither-this-
way-neither-that seemingly-polite-but-
really-quite-rude-attitude. With this
positive, proactive and polite boardroom
around her, she finally has a chance to
alter the path of her legacy at the BPP,
if she just opens herself up to change.

VIRAF MEHTA

Was out of the Country.

e

F




SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2015

0 6&'{’};;;'13 s et Bwoscom: s Simils omiribwsot@omi-dmescom p,wl(‘ge PARSI TIMES
Mr. Dinshaw Tamboly

At the 70th anniversary celebrations Nowroze Baug Play Centre held on 7th November 2015,
Mr. Dinshaw K. Tamboly was felicitated for his services to the Community. “He has reached out
to all those people who otherwise would never have been able to call for help. He has not only
helped them set up their homes and life but has also aided them to stand up on their own feet

and be selfsufficient”, said Mr. Nariman Mehta who honoured Mr. Dinshaw Tamboly with a

shawil, citation, flowers and a token of appreciation on behalf of Nowroze Baug.

Avideo presentation that showcased Mr. Tamboly and his WZ0 team’s efforts to step up the lifestyle of innumerable Parsi families in various
villagesintheinteriorsof Gujaratwasscreenedatthefelicitationaswell. Guestsandotherdignatariesapplauded Mr.Tambolyand BacchiTamboly.

Delaveen Tarapore

Parsi Times Reporter Delaveen Tarapore is delighted to bring you this candid Q and A with Mir. Tamboly.

Delaveen: How did you feel attending
and being felicitated at the 70th
Anniversary Celebrations of Nowroze
Baug?

Dinshaw Tamboly speaks
of Nowroze Baug...

Mr. Tamboly: | experienced a mixture
of two feelings that are poles apart.
One feeling was that of absolute joy,
the other of immense humility. It was a
matter of abundant joy for me to have
had the opportunity to participate in the
celebrations of the 70th Anniversary of
the establishment of Nowroze Baug Play

maghnificent obsession of Bai Jerbai
Wadia who, with single minded
commitment, set out to construct low
cost housing colonies in Bombay for
lower and middle class Parsis, the
first building being constructed from
the funds collected at the Uthamna
ceremony of her husband Nowrojee
Wadia.

Although Bai Jerbai Wadia lived
in a world dominated by men, few
individuals - men or women - have left
behind a legacy such as she has. What
a woman Bai Jerbai was, what amazing
foresight she had! The love she had for
our Community was pure and unadult-
erated. Nowroze Baug will always have
the privilege of being the first of the
five jewels that are the Wadia Baugs
providing a roof over the heads of
perhaps 1500 families, if not more.

Nowroze Baug will always stand as
a very shining example of the vision
and nobility of Bai Jerbai Wadia, and
whilst congratulating all the residents
that reside here, | pray that all the
residents continue to reside in this
beautiful colony in peace and harmony
for all time to come.

The Nowroze Baug Play Centre and
| are incidentally of the same age, and
I recognize that whilst | shall be around
for only a few more years, the Play
Centre and the Baug will continue for
all time to come.

Centre.

No visit Delaveen: Any special wishes for
to Nowroze The Nowroze | NBPC?
Baug fails Mr. Tamboly: The management of
to evoke the Baug Play the Play Centre aretobe commended
memories | Centre and 1 are | for the sound leadership they have
of' latot incidentally of the providec_i especia_tlly by keeping
Bai Jerbai the residents united and working
Nowrojee | SAME age, and diligently for their welfare. | wish
Wac_:_ia. A | recognlze that | the Nowroze Baug fI'-‘;ay (i_erl1tre very

e many more years of fruitful service.
involvement | WHIlSt 1 shall be
of the Wadia | around for only a | pelaveen: You always give credit
family  in to WZO Trusts for providing you
community few more years, the with a platform of service to
welfare PlaY Cel'ltfe al'ld the the Community. Can you let
b e €@ o | Baug will continue | us kn_o‘t* :0‘5; Yo Ca be
associated wi em?

years  ago, for all time to come. | = Tamboly: My involvement
in 1908, in public welfare has been Q>
with the

with many different trusts, but my
principal connection has been with
the WZO Trusts’; for Bachi and me
WZO Trusts became a way of life every
since they were established 25 years
earlier.

Much has been said about the
successes achieved by WZO Trusts in
the sphere of public welfare activities
in which | have been involved for over
three decades now. However, the
successes achieved cannot and should
not be attributed to me alone. | have
had the good and great fortune to

The World Zoroastrian Organisation

South Gujarat by Dr. Cashmera Bhaya,
brought to light startling facts about the
impoverished conditions in which many

forests,
n

authority on

‘ ‘ We begdan our project to help rehabilitate 687 families
in 209 villages living well below the poverty line with a
donation of £ 1,000 received from London to help the
family of a dentleman called Hormusji Avari who resided
in the village of Khambhla. Since that time, we have not
looked back, on account of the support that the WZO Trusts

have been receiving from donors, all over the world.

of our brethren lived in
the rural areas. It was simply a sample
survey, not a census survey and yet
Dr. Bhaya identified 687 families in 209
villages living well below the poverty
line.

The conclusions of the survey set
many thinking, but ultimately it was
WZO that decided to take up the
challenge to rehabilitate these poor
Zoroastrian families. WZO London,
whose committee | was on, encouraged

“ When interacting with our donors WZO Trusts’
apply the words said to President Roosevelt of USA

by Sir Winston Churchill

during the darkest days

of WW2 - ‘We shall not fail or falter; we shall not
weaken or tire. Give us the tools and we shall finish

the job'.

have been leading a small team, all
the members of which have been truly
dynamic, committed to the causes
espoused and adequately dedicated to
bring about qualitative changes in the
lives of underprivileged members of our
Community.

| recall with clarity how and when my
life began to change. It was in the later
part of nineteen eighties that a sample
socio economic survey conducted in

me to form a Trust in India and take up
the challenge of rehabilitating these
impoverished Zoroastrian families, most
of who were farmers.

It was a stroke of great fortune for
the Community in general and me in
particular, that two outstanding and
very sincere Zoroastrians came forward
to participate in this project. They were
Firoj Panthaky, retired conservator of

N |
<1 Afile image of Dinshaw
~ Tamboly and - some
! WZO Team members

plantations, and Farrokh Kasad, a
man with a green thumb, having vast
knowledge of agriculture and himself
a very experienced and successful
farmer. There were a few other good
people we had inducted as Trustees,
but the two fulcrums around which our
work began were Firoj & Farrokh. Sadly,
Firoj has passed on, but happily Farrokh
continues to remain very actively and
deeply involved in our work.

We began our project with a donation
of £ 1,000 received from London to
help the family of a gentleman called
Hormusji Avari who resided in the
village of Khambhla. Since that time,
we have not looked back, on account
of the support that the WZO Trusts have
been receiving from donors, all over the
world.

Starting in an extremely modest
manner, over the years the WZO Trusts
have evolved into fairly large entities,
involved in multiple welfare activities.
In any and every area of Community
need, WZO Trusts have been present
making their mark.

Delaveen: Who do you attribute the
success of WZO Trusts to?

Mr. Tamboly: Naturally to our donors
without whose support we could not
have achieved anything. Our donors are
satisfied because we deliver on projects

4
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) undertaken with their funds, displaying
complete transparency, resulting in
they being confident that their funds
have been put to optimum use and for
which they continue to support us with
repeated donations. Our main donors
do not believe in giving large donations
towards corpus, for they rightly
believe that would make the Trustees
complacent. They prefer to witness
their largesse being optimally utilised.
That is the reason why we, even today
have very modest corpus but have been
able to undertake large projects and
execute them to the full satisfaction of
our donors.

Delaveen: How do the beneficiaries
of WZO Trust react to the help you
provide?

Mr. Tamboly: Our beneficiaries are
happy because we believe in the
principle that the dignity of every
human being is inviolable. We speak to
our beneficiaries in the same voice as
we do with our donors. What has been

‘ ‘ What a joy It has been to withess most
of our beneficiaries who earlier could not
afford to buy a bicycle, today having their
own motorblikes and some even their own

cars.

most rewarding has been to witness so
many beneficiaries, with their improved
life styles, themselves having transited
to become donors.

What a joy it has been to witness
most of our beneficiaries who earlier
could not afford to buy a bicycle, today
having their own motorbikes and some
even their own cars.

Delaveen: Can you tell us something
about your colleagues?

Mr. Tamboly: My colleagues and | are
truly blessed. Our successes have not
been on account of any one person but
due the genuine team work with which
we function. | pray this may remain
always so.

| have earlier referred to late Firoj
Panthaky and Farrokh Kasad, colleagues
with who Bachi & | embarked on our life
changing journey.

My dear wife Bachi, what can | say
about her except that she has been not
only my guide, but also most fierce critic
whenever she has felt it necessary, which
| must mention has been often, and at
the same time my biggest and strongest
supporter and ally. She has indeed been
the wind beneath my wings, without
whose active support | or the WZO Trusts
could have achieved even a fraction of
what we have.

We recognize that the present is
very cheerful and bright; it therefore
becomes our responsibility to ensure
that we must have in place a plan for
an equally sound future. With that end
in mind, we have drawn up a succession
plan, in which we have been fortunate
to have on board since the last few
years, Farzana Mojgani, a very talented
lady, by profession a solicitor and
deeply committed to welfare activities.
Creating time from her busy schedule

Farzana has been taking an active
interest in all our welfare activities.

It is also our good fortune that
Freyaz Shroff, earlier a resident of USA,
now settled in India, has been taking a
great deal of interest in our activities.
Freyaz is by profession a management
strategy consultant. In addition to her
busy professional practise, she spends
a good deal of her time changing lives
of underprivileged children that live on
the streets and in slums, teaches such
children at various municipal schools
through the platform

you like to end with one.
Mr. Tamboly: Not one but
by juxtaposing two quotes by §§
Mother Teresa that mean the {5
world to those who look up to _
others for support - _

“Kind words can be short f#
and easy to speak, but their
echoes are truly endless.” &
“Love is a fruit that is in season
at all times, and within reach of
every hand.

of Rotary International
and taking very
keen interest in the
activities of our Trusts
has visited the villages
of South Gujarat a
number of times for
our various welfare
projects.

It is my belief that
these two very mature

and committed ladies
will form the nucleus
of future ongoing
welfare activities of
the WZO Trusts in

India. Additionally,
we have over the
past three years

established at Navsari
a local committee of
six young but mature
adults, who we have
been successfully
grooming to shoulder
future responsibilities.
Bachi & | are very
confident that when
the time comes for
us to hang up our
boots, not only will
the transition be very
smooth but there shall
also be continuity of
our welfare activities.
We are fortunate
that our staff both
at Mumbai and
Navsari work with the
same diligence and
commitment as the
Trustees, for which we
are very grateful and
appreciative.

The WIZIO Trusts are
indeed here for the
long haul; this is
the 25th year of our
operationand w e
shall continue to serve
the Community for
many more years.
Delaveen: You
are generally good
with quotes. Would

&
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A. H WADIA BAUG - 50 YEARS CELEBRATION

COME BE A PART OF THE EVENTS OR SHARE THE CELEBRATION WITH US

Website : www,parsi-times.com :: Email : contribute@parsi-times.com

Saturday 21st November Sunday 22nd November
Fup Fasd Lo Night Al Baﬁlgl.)sp :ﬁﬁéﬁe%oggﬁﬂmes
Food - Games - Dance - Raffle Prizes Cash Prizes
Wadia Baug Grounds Wadia Baug Grounds
6.00 pm onwards 6.00 pm onwards
Open to all Guest of Honor - Adi Jahangir
Entry Free - Cash Prizes Celebrity Judge - Boman Irani

FOR DETAILS - CONTACT : 9820160725 / ‘)8203‘)1433

NOWROZ BAUG €r. Dr. PARVEZ BAJAN

ALL PARSIS CHESS TOURNAMENT FELICITATED AT THE BOMBAY PARSEE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL FUNCTION AND PRIZE DISTRIBUTION

he Bombay Parsee Association held its Annual Function and Prize Distribution for
zl I All Parsee Prayers and Kusti Spinning/Weaving Competitions at Albless Baug on
Saturday 7th November 2015. The Chief Guest for the event was Padmashree

ENTRIES INVITED FOR ALL PARSIS CHESS TOURNAMENL Prof. Dr. Keiki Mehta and the Guest of Honour was Er. Dr. Parvez Bajan.

conducted by Nowroz Baug
Date & Venue - 22nd November, 2015
at the Nowroz Baug Recreation Hall from 9:30 am onwards.

(Estd, since 1958)

Rayomand Banajee was felicitated as an Entrepreneur.

‘ ‘ My Journey as an entrepreneur
' bedgan when | pursued my

& passion for racing as a career and
converted that Into a sustaining
business. Without prior business

The event will be held in various categories
(depending upon the number of entries received).

Entry fee will be charged per entry which includes
lunch (Veg. / Non-Veg.) and Tea.
Rs. 250/- for Members of N.N. Wadia Welfare League

& Nowroz Baug Play Centre MEDIA PARTNER _ | knowledgde, formal training &
Rs.400/- for Non Members Parst TiMES _ 3 V" funding, It has been challenging 1
CONTACT THE FOLLOWING FOR ENTRIES but exciting so far. In the short 6 N
Yasmin Amrolia - Mb 9819533141 '
Firdosh Khambata — Mb 9867360661, Jinaz Mistry - Mb 9869554773 r:tat': ;:v:'?':ee;‘:)aw"tdhe:tz::a:f' :az';dnstf;; ':VZ :It('l"
not have been possible without a strong support 7
system of Steve Hodgdes, our team, my family & . =

friends. 1 would really like to thank the Bombay
Parsee Assoclation for promoting & honouring
enterprising individuals from our Communlty., ,

Jamshed Pirojshaw Iranl was felicitated In the Arts.

‘ I have designed about
32 postagde stamps for A
the Gowvit. of India and FELICITATIO"S
also a few for Bhutan. e Vs it o
I have made portraits f. “amshed frant
of Ervad Navroze | MrMarzban Eruchshaw
Minocherehomji  which | Wadia (Umbergaon)

. Is at the Cama Orlental |, Royomand Banajee | Entrepreneur
— Research Institue, that of M. Neville Mistry Sports

N , BUS AAVI J AI Internationally renowned Ornithologist Dr. Sallm S .
P S ! . . = | Al for whom I did many bird illustrations, that of | M- Zeba Vevaina Academmics
4 5 Kukadaru Trust has organized A/C Bus Trips =

- for the month of November as under: Mr. J. C. Daniel, who was the Hon. Secretary of

17/11/2015 - Sanjan Day BNHS, of Mr. and Mrs. Ashburner in the Ashburner
(few seats available)

\ 24/11/2015 - Udvada Agary at Golpitha. | am extremely happy and feel
(Fasli Adar Mahino Adar Roj) very honoured that my work over all these years

For further details contact 9833894736 has been appreciated by my Community.
Booking against full payment.

28 students of Bai M. N. Gamadia Girls’ High School participated '\.“
in the State Level Mixed Martial-Arts Championship on 8th November &
2015, at the Rajiv Gandhi Sports Complex. Of them, 2 won Gold, 5
won Silver and 4 won Bronze medals! Congratulations!

Social Work
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VIBRATIONS BECOMES MORE VIBRANT!

THANKS T0O ITS COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Binaisha

M. Surti

The grand Vibrations 2015 of Godrej Baug is finally here! After 2 months of tremendous
hard work and practice, the audience is guaranteed a great show. The Godrej Baug
Committee members have been running all over the place lacing together the efforts.
Minute detail and mega moments have been meticulously planned. Parsi Times
Reporter Binaisha M. Surti speaks with some members of the Committee about

Website : www parsi-times.com :: Email : contribute@parsi-times.com 0 9

Vibes, their involvement in the Godrej Baug brand and how they have been part of the process.

NILUFER NASIRABADWALA

My association with Vibes...

| have been associated with Vibrations ever since
it first began in the 1990s. We realised that making
Vibrations an annual event meant that the kids had to
take time off their studies to get ready for the event
and so in order to make it more viable we decided to
have it once in two years and this has worked very
well for us.

Unique Vibes 2015...

As there is a gap of two years between performances,
the kids grow up and are seen in different avatars and
so it is always a surprise to see someone small suddenly shoot up and do things you
never imagined they could do. This year we have added a gymnastic event done by
our youngsters, which was never done before. Every year we call someone from the
entertainment industry as our Chief Guest.

The Vibes ldeas...

In the 1990s the GB Committee felt they needed to channelize the talent of the
Colony kids. This was the initial idea... Vibrations is not a one-man effort it but a
team event.

NAZNEEN DASTUR

(Committee member and Choreographer)

How Vibrations has grown...

Initially Vibes was a small show with kids wearing
their own clothes for dances as well as fashion shows.
Now we have proper costumes that we get stitched.
We build a professional stage with green rooms. We
have introduced special lighting effects, back drops
and screens. Music, editing and special sound systems
are put into effect.

Prep for the Choreographer...

We have a very like-minded committee to showcase

their talent and secondly fund
raising for the association for L%
its various activities. The term Jasf
of the Managing Committee is [
for 2 years and hence it was
thought that we should have a ‘Fund Raising Drive’ once during the term. Having this
show every year might lose its charm.

Not just fun but talent...

Vibes is not all about just fun, it gives an opportunity to all age groups to come forth
and portray their talent. Competition could bring in unnecessary pressure and the
event would have a totally different vibe.

An inter-Baug future for Vibes...

We did think of making Vibes an inter-Baug dance competition but that would restrict
the number of participants from our Baug getting the opportunity and also the Mom-
Dad category which has its own charm would have to be scrapped. Keeping that in
mind we have let it remain as an exclusive Godrej Baug show.

RUMI MARAWALLA

Rumi at Vibes...

We try and help each other out in whatever way we
can. However, | have taken on the responsibility of
publicity, banners and | also do outdoor work. | ensure
that the stage is set some weeks prior to the show.
| ensure that the infrastructure is in place for the
children to practise e.g. sound and lights.

Getting Sponsors...

Our main sponsors are the parents who wholeheartedly
support us in every way because this show is “of the
youth, by the youth, for the youth”!! However, we do manage to get by through
advertisements in the souvenir and through well-wishers.

Tokens of appreciation...

For many years now, Mr. Filly Bapuna of Messrs Filboy Products distributes gifts to the
children. We are very grateful to him for his generosity.

this whole show. Each member
has delegated themselves to
some part in organising the
event and making it a grand
show.

Baug Support...

Vibes has the support of the
committee and the parents
of all participants. Parents go
out of their way to organise
costumes and make up for
the children. The kids have
sacrificed their vacation outings
in order to participate in Vibes.

- .:‘:‘ l\.'I \} 3
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HAVOVI PASTAKIA foseo0eeveeeenc

Vibes dual role

FOR REGISTRATION CONTACT :

The event has two sides to it.
Firstly it serves as a platform
for the youth to showcase

GODREJ BAUG RESIDENT'S WELFARE ASSOCIATION

o

presents

| IIQ[A\TI'H@INIS A0)]

S AEILELLAN

SATURDAY 14th NOVEMBER
VENUE: EG0 PARK, GODREI BAUG
TPMONWARDS

98% HanpineZ. 99% Fun. 100% Ntertainment.

Nazneen Dastur: 9819302628
Nilufer Nasirahadwala: 9833220389 Havovi Pastakia: 9821409990

MEDIA PARTNER: PARSI TIMES
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As excitement and passion escalate about the glitzy upcoming
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jumshed Iranshah Udvada Utsav, Parsi Times Writer Jamshed Arjani delves

into the existence of the nine prominent families of Udvada who

Arjani

have been stalwart silent workers and have persevered steadfastly

to attend to the Pak Iranshah since its inception so that it eternally

illuminates our lives. What motivates our unsung heroes to perpetually attend to our source of
light and life selflessly? How did they sprout up? Let us discover them gradually, beginning with

Ervad Kersi D. Bhadha.

Destined Forn Dedicated Priesttood

rvad Kersi D. Bhadha,
Ecurrent energetic scion

of the Bhadha family,
third family of the nine families
of Udvada, is imbued with
passionate determination to
serve Pak Aatash Padshah Saheb
and fulfil spiritual and ritualistic
needs of the laity who flock
to his Agiary in large numbers
daily. He proactively schedules
and manages all the necessary
rituals and activities at the
Mancherji Jamshedji Wadia
Agiary at Lalbaug in addition to
being with his family and also
exercising his Divine Right to
perform the Boi ceremony at
Pak Iranshah at Udvada.

The Bhadha family has the
privilege of performing the Boi
ceremony at Udvada during
Meher, Tir, Farvardin and Dae
months. Paternally they are
related to the Unwalla and
Andhyarujina families. The
earliest head of this family was
Ervard Hormuzdyar Chaaiya,
descendant of Ervad Chaaiya
Shahiyar. Ervad Kersi D. Bhadha
belongs to the 21st generation
of the Bhadha family which
had 181 relatives at the last
count as per the Vanshavali.
The surname Bhadha came into
being because the name of
Ervard Hormuzdyar’s son was
Ervad Bhada.

Parsi Times had an
interesting conversation with
Ervad Kersi D. Bhadha.

Ervad Bhadha revealed that
he was born and has spent the
larger part of his life in Mumbai
as his father lived in Mumbai
and worked for Godrej and
Boyce Ltd. His father was not a
priest, he was an ‘OSTA’ but he
respected the priesthood and
was strongly determined that
his son should become a priest.
Ervad Bhadha’s grandfathers
and maternal uncles were
priests and his parents had
married within the Bhadha
family.

Ervad Kersi Bhadha was
trained at the Dadar Madressa
under Principal Ervad Rustomjee
Panthaky, hence he memorized
the 72 HA'S of the Yasna. He
became a Navar at the age
of eleven and completed his
Maratab training at the age of
thirteen. Passing the oral Samel

test was challenging as he was
asked to pray random portions
of the Yasna by a panel of more
than fifteen learned Priests.
Ervad Bhadha then received the
privilege of performing the Boi
ceremony at Pak Iranshah at the
age of fourteen. He passed his
S.S.C.E. from the Dadar Parsee
Youth Assembly High School
and studied at Saboo Siddique
College, attaining a diploma
in Automobile Engineering. He
loved working as a part time
priest at Kapavala Agiary whilst

pursuing his studies
at college and even
later. He also worked
at the Cama Baug
Agiary  for a
period . of
eight

years
when
they
needed
a Priest
to perform
the Boi

there.

H e
obtained a job
but some months

. rl=u=\|ug,q{,.!=(ﬁ L

V/A
D SAV

ceremony 25:27/ December‘ 2015 Thank you for

Those who have already registered, your
ID cards and Food Coupon will be given
to you by end November.

Watch this space for more information.

practicing part time priesthood
at Doongerwadi and at other
Agiaries. He also continued to
perform the Boi ceremony at
Pak Iranshah and continues the
same and his elder son Yazad
also enjoys this privilege.

Ervad Bhadha became a
teacher at the Dadar Madressa
after working at Cama Baug
Agiary and during this time he
was approached by the Trustees
of the M. J. Wadia Agiary at
Lalbaug to take up the post of
Panthaky and during his capable
tenure the number of devotees
has increased immensely. He is
extremely happy to work at the
Agiary.

Every family in this world
has some member who exert
an influence on a child and
motivate him to be
successful in life.

We asked

- . )
Registration is
now closed.

your support.

o

later he was
approached
by Mrs. Silloo

Kavarana who promised him a
flat in the Mobed Building at
Godrej Baug on the condition
that he only did full time
priesthood because there was a
severe shortage of Priests like
him who were qualified to do
Yozdathregary (performing the
highest rituals). Ervad Bhadha
agreed after some deliberation
and he never regretted his
decision since the past twenty
two years. He did have earlier
aspirations of improving his
vocation perhaps by working
abroad. However, service to
Pak Iranshah Aatash Padshah
Saheb and to the Zarathushti
laity became his destiny.

He got married in 1992 and
has two sons, the elder one
being Yazad, who is a practicing
priest and the younger is
Pasheen who is eleven years old
and going to school.

Ervad Bhadha practiced
full time priesthood at
Kapavala Agiary in addition to

at Pak Iranshah only if | studied
priesthood at the Madressa.”
He says that he is extremely
contented with the income he
earns as a Panthaky.

He is absolutely confident

that his children will also
shine as active members of
the prestigious third family of
Udvada.

When we asked him
about illustrious individuals
in his ancestry, he said that
all the male members of his
family were heroes who were
steadfast in their faith and
priestly commitment.

Our next question was how
Ervad Bhadha exhorted the

‘ ‘ Most of our Community members do
respect our Priestly status and share my
feeling that to be a member of one of the
nine famlilies of Udvada Is perhaps the
greatest privilege a Zarathushtl can have.
The greater privilege Is that of having the
Divine Right to perform Bol ceremony at
Pak Iranshah and my family will always

achleve and enjoy that privilege.

Ervad Bhadha which of his
family members inspired him
to become a Priest. He said,
“My maternal grandfather had
exerted himself as a Priest as
well as my maternal uncles
who emphasized that | could
emerge as a full-fledged priest
who would enjoy the privilege
of performing the Boi ceremony

devotees to strengthen and
maintain steadfast faith in the
Zarathushti religion so that they
would always remain within the
fold and never stray.

He replied, “Primarily,
they should exert themselves
in learning basic prayers.
Enlightenment for the young
and teaching the youth the

Ervad KersiD. Bhadha

prayers of the Avesta can come
from parents who themselves
value and follow the tenets of
our religion. Basic Dharmagnan
classes can also go a long
way in engendering complete
Zoroastrianism in the youth,
right from a tender age when
they can imbibe the correct
way of performing Kushti
ceremony, the importance of
performing the Padyaab when
entering an Agiary or Aatash
Behram appropriately dressed,
the significance of many
important customs and always
being within and marrying
within the Zarathushti fold by
always maintaining faith in and
reciting our Avesta prayers.

Definitely, Athornan
families whose male progeny
are eligible for priesthood
should encourage the children
to become Priests.”

Ervad Bhadha also adds, “I
also see to it that the devotees
coming to Lalbaug Agiary never
discard the Sudreh and Kushti,
that those devotees whom |
know follow the culture and
religious tenets irrespective of
any circumstances.”

We asked him how much
regard the Zarathushti
Community has for the nine
families of Udvada. He replied,
“Most of our Community
members do respect our status
and share my feeling that to
be a member of one of the
nine families of Udvada is
perhaps the greatest privilege
a Zarathushti can have. The
greater privilege is that of

having the Divine Right to
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HaprYy BIRTHDAY K.R. CAMA INSTITUTE!

K.R. Cama Institute is celebrating its centenary year and we are thrilled! Researchers, history buffs and many others flock to its white washed
building every year to drown out the noise of the city and relive history in its many painstakingly preserved manuscripts and well researched
books. As an ode to the anniversary, Parsi Times brings you a series celebrating their glorious history and their achievements.

A £10,000 grant from the Eruch and Roshan Sadri

rare books, comprising of 9,866 folios to their original
conditions at the K.R. Cama Institute. This goes a long way
to preserve the heritage of the community and nation in
the library.

Foundation has helped restore 39 manuscripts and six I

it now stands opposite

contribute@parsi-times.com J

The Institute stands the test of time

The K.R. Cama is home to over 30,000 titles
today. 105 years ago it was around 11205 books and
almost 200 scripts on the Avestan, Pahlavi and other
scripts. Over the years the Institute has absorbed the
collections of other libraries like the Mulla Feroze
Library and also begun publishing its own titles.

The older books are restored by conservators

FeedBack...

from non profit organization Indian National Trust
for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH). First the
conservators check the mineral content on each
page of the book. It is then de-acidified before
it is wrapped in Japanese tissue paper. It is very
expensive to conserve heritage books and manuscripts.

The institute was initially located on Hornby
Road, now known as DN Road. The land on which

Lion Gate was sold to the
institute at cost price by the Tata Trust and the
foundation stone was laid on KR Cama’s 105th
Birth Anniversary in accordance with Masonic rites.

Foreign scholars often visit the Institute
and make use of its vast pool on Iranian and
Persian historical content for their own works.

Hormazd 1

ormazd, son of Shapur | by his wife, the daughter of Mehrak
HNushzad ascended the throne in around 271 -272 AD.

As a prince when Hormazd was the

CREAT FOOD MAKES EVERY OCCASION BETTER

Be it Weddings, Navjotes or Parties with

Mani on his way to Persia visited Kashmir, Tibet, Turkestan and China. Hormazd
received him and allowed him to propagate his doctrines. The followers of his sect
were called Manichaeans. They posed considerable trouble to the Christians.

One of the best known Zoroastrian priests, Adarbad Marespand,
flourished during Hormazd’s reign. He was responsible for bringing over many
non Zoroastrian nations of Persia to the Zoroastrian fold and firmly established |
their faith in Zoroastrianism. Hormazd combined the two of the most important
festivals of New Year, Mah Hormazd, Roj Farvardin and the Khordad-sal on the
Roj Khordad of the same month. The intervening six days were declared holidays. |
He ordered great bonfires built on high places as good omen. Clement Huart says

governor of Khorasan, he had subdued the kings of
the adjoining regions and had earned the cognomen
al-batal, al-jari (the hero). His reign lasted just a
little more than a year.

that he must have done this to purify the air.

Hormazd exhorted his nobles and other chieftains saying “A King without the .1'
following qualities is not worthy of being a sovereign: He must have the foresight

lived and |

to perceive the sequel of events in advance. He must be cautious enough to ||

abstain from improper acts. He must be confident of his own powers and not be
disconcerted in any emergency. He must fulfill all the promises he makes.
must be strong in mind not to be influenced by any superstition or rumours.” &
The phrase, ‘Walls have ears’, was first expressed by Hormazd. Hormazd died

after having reigned for one year and ten days.

» perform Boi ceremony at Pak

Iranshah and my family will
always achieve and enjoy that
privilege.”

Our next questionwashowhe
perceived improved economic
and social development, with
particular reference to the
lives of our priests at Udvada
after the Utsav this year in
December. His response was,
“The Iranshah Udvada Utsav
is the first ever of its kind so
we cannot really predict the
outcome. Unless we experience
the changes we cannot come
to definite conclusions about
the security and financial
improvement. Udvada lags
behind in some respects. We
need a police station in Udvada
town to make life secure for

all the inhabitants and the
priesthood profession should
definitely be more lucrative to
encourage young and veteran
Priests.”

We then queried, “How will
the Utsav impact the growth
of our dwindling priesthood?”
Ervad Bhadha’s answer was,
“The Utsav will wake up a
complacent society, there is
bound to be growth after our
Priests meet significant and
important figures of Zarathushti
society. Good vibrations will
probably bring happiness for
many generations.”

Our next question was about
the present and necessary
income for a Priest’s family.
Ervad Bhadha'’s perceptive
answer was “The amount of

income is not as important
as whether the priesthood is
contented and satisfied with
that remuneration. Our Priests
also create wealth by being
their own Panthak within their
home.”

Truly, the colossal strength
of our steadfast Priests is
their ability to be thankful
to Ahura Mazda and patient
in their wait for what might
be coming. Their destiny is
to joyfully serve Pak Aatash
Padshah Saheb and encourage
our Zarathushtis by serving
them and convincing them
that they are born to always
BE DEDICATED TO THE ONE
SUPREME RELIGION OF AHURA
MAZDA.

Our Delicious Recipes We'll make it Special
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For Orders Call us on:
23852276/9821283263 Catering all over India
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+ Entertain your family & friends with Lagan Nu
Bhonu, Berry Pulao and other Parsi speciality
dishes.
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t:all 22100830/22662503 i D e
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BAI M)\il __FLOWERS

Floral Decorators of Repute
For Weddings, Navjotes,
Anniversaries, Parties &
all Joyous Occasions

We do fresh floral decorations
with latest designs and
lovely colour combinations!

Smile of Satisfaction assured !
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Pirojsha Sachinwala Dar-E-Meher. As | do every year, this year g '

too | was at the bungalow of Mr. Bomi Sachinwala, caretaker of
the Dar-E-Meher at 8.30 in the morning for the occasion. | received
a warm welcome from him sweetened even further by the Sagan no
Ravoi that was served.

We sat to discuss the days proceedings. Mr. Sachinwala reminisced
about the construction of the Agiary. He started by saying that the
Agiary building was constructed in 3 ¥z years time with a total
expenditure of Rs.40 Lakhs. Since its construction this Agiary is
the sole Dar-E-Meher on the mainland coming from the island city
of Mumbai towards Gujarat. Even today there is no other Agiary
between Jogeshwari & Dahanu. Mr. Sachinwala confirmed the use of
fine and good quality of rough surface stone work in the Agiary building and there is
no electric supply connected to the “Atash Kadeh” [Agiary building] making it one
of the few Agiaries with such a feature along with the Iran Shah at Udvada & Boyce

Tuesday 10th November 2015 was the 16" Salgreh of the Manijeh

1T 66 TH SALGREH AT

MANIJEH PIROJSHA SACHINWALLA DAR E MEHER

’_- . : :
cosmic power & one is no less than another. He
continued by saying, “Aajna bedino ma ashta
toe che, pun dharam gyan nu su?” He said that
today Mumbai is prosperous & saved from any
natural calamities because he believes there are
a number of Atash Kadeh all around Mumbai. Our
quest of spiritual truth has to be collective & not
individual.

Dr. Firuza Pandey informed the pilgrims about
the 16 forms of Atash. She said that Padshah Saheb
is the source of cosmic power that it receives from the Sun. The same is transferred
to us when we regularly visit the Padshah Saheb & understand the cosmic power. She
greeted the pilgrims on the occasion of Deepavali & wished “May the light of love &
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Smoe rts construction this Agiary is the sole Dar-E-Meher on the
mainland coming from the island city of Mumbai towards Gujarat. .

Even today there is no other Agiary between Jogeshwari & Dahanu i
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e Dubal Aquarium

e Burj Al Arab
o Gold Sukh
e Spice Sukh

Agiary. The use of the metal in the Afarganyu in the kebla is kept to a single metal, = God be with you always.”
as the mixture of metals like gold, silver, copper makes it impure. The vote of thanks was given by Mr. Engineer who
The two buses carrying the pilgrims from all over Mumbai starting from prominently thanked PARSI TIMES for giving exclusive &
Sethna Agiary & Cusrow Baug reached the Agiary and other guests came to meet informative coverage on Vasai Agiary, year after year.
Mr.Sachinwala, | took his leave to connect with other pilgrims. They were enjoying The Vegetarian lunch was delayed due to a medical
the hot cup of tea and tasty batata vada in the Agiary compound. Soon the entire lot = emergency at the Lunch Pandal. A gentleman fell victim
took their seats and settled down in prayers for the Salgreh nu Jashan. to seizures and the cloistered atmosphere at the Pandal
The Jashan started at 10:16 in presence of Mr. Bomi Sachinwala & around 100  did not help. It took a good deal of effort on the part of
pilgrims gathered for the Salgreh. The Jashan was performed by Ervad Khushroo some proactive people to get him help and we are happy
Madon of Colaba and Ervad Jehangir Karkaria of Vasai. The loud & clearly recited to report that he is fine now.
prayers by Ervad Madon spread the spirit of spirituality around the Atash Kadeh, which Keeping the incident in mind | would like to leave our
otherwise is a quiet place on any other day. The Jashan ended with a Humbandagi  readers with a thought... We must request all organizers
at 11:15 am. of Agiary Salgrehs and Gambhars to plan in advance for
The pilgrims now shifted to the compound opposite the Agiary where they were  medical emergencies and to have ambulace services or at
treated to a spiritual discourse by Mr. Sachinwala & Dr. Firuza Pandey. Mr. Vistasp least hotline numbers at hand.
Engineer greeted & thanked the crowd for coming in and introduced the speakers. Mr. Professional help must be available at functions like
Sachinwala was 1 on the mike. He said all Atash Padshahs have the ability to receive  these. Uste Te.

There is no electric su pply connected to the “Atash Kadeh” [Agiary
building] making the Vasai Agiary one of the few Agiaries withsuch a
feature along with the Iran Shah at Udvada & Boyce Agiaryin Mumbai

ADVENTURE EDUCATION TOURS (MUM) PVT LTD
For More Details, Contact
Mr Bahadur Mistry : 09821264443 OR Mr Berzes Roowalla : 09594856888
Or Email us on teamofadventure@gmail.com

N

Today 16 years down the line, | remember
those unsung heroes and want to thank
them through your medium. These are the
role models of earnest & dedicated service,
selflessly given by them to set up this Agiary.
The three prominent names are Ms.Naju
Daver [Rustom Baug], Late Mr.Bahadur Nava
& Jehangirji Billimoria [Nawroze Baug].
Today 16 years later | have many more unsung
heroes who are supporting the Agiary.

Mr.Bomi Sachinwala

presents
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The Community Speaks!

Parsi Times speaks to a cross section of the Community and asks questions that most people discuss in the privacy of their homes and away from the Media
glare and public judgment. Today we place their unadulterated opinions here for you to see and for you think about how you react to these sensitive topics.

What are the main issues you face living life in the Baug? Do you think that the Trust that maintains your Baug / Pl
building should pay for repairs maintenance and not increase costs for you? Who's responsibility is this, yours as

Pervez Daruwalla,
Baug

Currently there are no problems or issues
as such. The Trust helps us a lot so | don't
think they should be burdened more. It is
our responsibility to do something and
help in the maintenance of our Baugs and
colonies in case any problem comes up.

50, Rustom

Behram Bulsara, 80, Nowroz Baug
Our buildings are more than a 100
years old. We cannot put the entire
responsibility of their maintenance and
repair on the Trust because today the
amount of expenditure is also very high
as compared to the old days. Some Parsis
go out of their way and try to solve the
problems themselves. According to me,
the Trust and the tenants should bear the
costs 50-50. If you can't contribute then
no one else can help you. The Trust also
has its own limits.

Roshan Irani, 56, Lamington Road.
| think both the tenants and Trust that

maintains the Baug/building should
cooperate and share the costs of
maintenance and repairs. If people can
own cars they can surely bear the costs for
these things as well.

Nilofer Irani, 43, Grant Road

We are facing a lot of waste problems in
our colony. The people throw the waste in
the gaps between buildings and therefore
the Trust manager has issued a letter to
all residents asking them to pay a certain
amount along with the monthly rental. |
think it is not fair that everyone bear the
cost of the problems created by a few
dumb people who don’t know how to
maintain a dustbin in their house. If the
Trust finds it very expensive to maintain
the health and hygiene in the colony, then
they should only take strict action against
those that are creating the nuisance.
Everyone should not be burdened with
an increased cost. It is not entirely the
Trust's responsibility, people should also
understand and co-operate.

a tenant or the Trusts’'?

Feroza Mehernosh Bharucha, 25,
Tardeo

As tenants, it is our responsibility to also
contribute for maintenance. However, that
does not mean the full load should be borne
by us. It could be 30% for us and 70% for
the landlord. Also a certain Trust building
| hear is going for redevelopment. The Trust
paid them negligible amount for alternate
accommodation quoting that either take
the amount or let the building collapse. |
think if Baugs and other buildings could give
ownership than tenancy, it would be great
and gradually, we should move towards
ownership.

Arnosh Italia, 24, Chennai.

A Parsi Baug or Colony is a reflection of
Parsi culture. Everyone envies Parsi Baugs
because they are the best. Leaming Parsi
culture, food, prayers and making friends
within the community are all sorted if one
is brought up in a Baug. Many social issues
of intercaste marriage, adoption and anti-
Parsi community ailments are also taken

care of by the Baug. As a society member the
responsibility of maintaining and repairing
the valuable assets, be it Parsi buildings or
gymkhanas, all lies with us. If one believes
that the responsibility lies only with the
Trustees, then it is incorrect. An intimation
or information of any damage done to the
society has to be communicated to the
Trustees. Discussions and meetings, with
every tenant attending the same, should be
held before increasing maintenance or repair
costs.

Burzin Crawford, 26, Zoroastrian
Colony.

There no issues as such right now. If they do
happen in the future, | feel

the Trust should pay the
major part of it while
the tenants should not
be completely burdened
with the costs. It is the
responsibility of the Trust
and should not entirely
be placed on the tenants.

MATIM FHL 40 NOLLSAND EIH_I_J

Ruby

Lilaowala

death has been depicted as a

terrible thing, the final end;
although in reality it is merely
a release from the burden
of the physical body and the
madness of the world. Every
religious tradition recognises
that to reach the final truth one
must pass through death. This
is the meaning behind Aanea’s
descent to the underworld in
Virgil, and Dante’s descent
into hell in the Divine Comedy.
It is the meaning behind the
Christian baptism, viz. “You
were baptised into the death of
Christ.”

We have to die to this world
and to ourselves metaphor-
ically, if we are to find the
ultimate reality. In the Katha
Upanishad, Nichiketa descends
to the realm of the dead to
ask Yama, “What lies beyond
death?” The Upanishad states
“The wise man, who by
meditation on the self,
recognises the ancient, who is
difficult to be seen, who has
entered into the dark, who is
seated in a cave, who dwells
in the abyss, just as God, who
has left both joy and sorrow,
friends and foes behind, has
already known what lies beyond

In literature, art and cinema,

Death... a Beginrung or an fnd?

death.” This is the (so-called)
death we all have to undergo.
We have to be beyond pleasure
and pain, joy and sorrow, love
and hatred or friends and foes
in order to go beyond rational
understanding, beyond the five
senses where God, the divine
mystery is hidden.

Death is merely the loss of
the physical body which is a
piece of cloth to cover the soul
for one incarnation. After death,
the mental and emotional
states are active as ever. This is

not always easy to understand.
In the Chandogya Upanishad,
there's a description of the
four stages of consciousness

viz. Jagrat (wakefulness), a topic of great concern to the
Swapna (dream-  living. In his discourse with
state), Turya (meditative- Socrates he asked “Is it simply
state) and Sushupti (the the release of soul from the
highest state of awareness). body? Is death nothing more
What our wise

rishis and munis knew
in ancient India is
acknowledged by modern
psychiatry today as four
dominant brainwave
forms viz. Delta, Theta,
Alpha and Beta.

A topic with which all
humans are concerned

I I We have to be beyond
pleasure and pain, joy and
sorrow, love and hatred or friends
and foes in order to go beyond
rational understanding, beyond
the five senses where God, the
divine mystery is hidden. ’ ’

or less than this, the separate
condition of the body by
itself when it is released from
the soul, and the separate
condition by itself of the soul
when released from the body?”

Carl Jung, the famous
psychologist, once remarked
that the soul is more important
than the body. All major religions
of the world affirm that there
is a subtle and death surviving
element, vital and psychical in
the physical body, whether it is
the permanent entity of “self”,
such as the Bramanic ‘aatma’ of
the Hindus, the Islamic ‘ruh’,
the Christian-Judaic ‘soul’ or a
complex of activities with life

W RPN

and yet remain ignorant of, is
the topic of death and life and

their relationship. Plato made
it very obvious that death was

as their function according to
the Buddhist concept. Thus, to
none of these faiths is death an
absolute ending. It is merely
the separation of the psyche
from the gross body.

The ancient Egyptian “Book
of the Dead” refers to death as
the snapping of the silver cord.

Death remains a tragedy,
a problem, a heart-rending
experience and a source of
great suffering though it has
existed since eternity. Why? As
long as there is identification
and dependence on the external
form i.e. our gross physical
body as the only reality, death
is tragic. However, once your
consciousness can be focused
beyond the external forms
and labels (i.e. the labels of
father, mother, husband, son,
daughter, friend, enemy etc.)
then death loses its grip on
you so that you can experience

immortality.

Death has interested
mankind since pre-historic
times. Perhaps, on an

unchronicled prehistoric day,
when thinking man (homo
sapien) gazed at the dead body
of another man, his first thought
could have been no other than
the first thought which enters
the mind of today’s man viz
“What is the meaning of it all?”
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find the cheeky
saying of the
week!

 SNEAKY CHEEKY

Today’s clue: D equals G

! - QVNJ

N

H’A LRJ NVGHLD
JZV) UBUTGJZHLD HN
NSTBHBVKQU. YSNJ JZV)

UBUTGJZHLD UMEUXJ JZU

JZHLD HN.
A

POLAD BABA

You are destined

beli

to win, just
ieve in yourself

always!

SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK PUZZLE

BAWAJI BHEJA FRY

SOLU TION (! 7—)‘ 1 -20! 5 )

Macadamia nuts
are toxic to dogs

AMUST READ FOR OLDIES IN BAUGS AND THE CHILDREN WHO LOOK AFTER THEM

Self Medication Mania

Dr. Delna &
Dr. Kashmira Goghavalla
{Physiotherapists)

ost of wus credit
Mourselves for being
wise while we spend

our precious, hard earned
money. Let us examine this. We
spend Rs. 350 for a movie ticket
+ Rs. 150 for popcorn, thus we
spend Rs. 500 just for 3 hours
of entertainment while on the
other hand we fight and coax
the vegetable vendor to give us
free marchas worth Rs. 3!! We
don’t mind spending Rs. 4000
for a designer purse but we
cry out loud on inflation while

T——

T GAE IT A HEAUTHY [osE oF DEMIAL, BuT T DIDNT HELP.

buying healthy vegetables! The
list will cover pages if we go on
writing on this ‘wise’ behavior.

To our very surprise the
attitude of people saving
money is slowly seeping into
the medical world too. Finding
short cuts in order to bypass
some essential parts of medical
treatments is becoming a
common practice. Seeing the
gross adverse effects of such
practices in various cases
has driven the absolute need
to write on this topic. We
would like to illustrate a few
examples here for a better

understanding...
Patient ‘X’ underwent
a bilateral (both) knee

replacement surgery at one
good hospital from a reputed
orthopedic surgeon which cost
her about 7 lakh rupees. Post
surgery ideally the patient was

just
of

-: ‘ We spend Rs. 500
for
entertainment

3 hours
at

a movie while on the

other

hand we fight

and coax the vegetable
vendor to gdive us free
marchas worth Rs. 3!! ’ ,

supposed to be directed to the
rehabilitation team for further
management, but the patient
was shown a couple of exercises
in the hospital and handed over
a ‘chart’ of exercises to be
practiced on her own at home.
Patient X was very happy that
her 20,000 to
30,000 rupees,
which she
would have
to spend for
physiotherapy,

were saved
thanks to the
‘chart’ given
to her. She

struggled daily
with the chart
of exercises
with little
success when
she requested
her ‘maid’ to
help her with it. After 1 month
of unsuccessful attempts, on
her next visit to the surgeon,
they found that one knee had
become hypermobile (loose)
and the other was grossly stiff.
She had to undergo a repeat
surgery for the loose knee and
vigorous physiotherapy for 3
months for the stiff knee just
to set everything right! In this
bargain of trying to substitute
a ‘chart’ for a qualified
professional physiotherapy
doctor the patient was
at a greater loss than
profit.

Patient ‘Y’ had
suffered a paralytic
stroke, for which
he was guided by
her neurologist to
the physiotherapist.
Ignoring the correct
advice of the doctor

patient Y went in for massages
from a local maid expecting
that the muscles weakened due
to the stroke will get normal.
After months of massages
(which is a complete NO in case
of paralysis) the patient just
found that his state had gone
from bad to worse. Wasting the
golden period of recovery the
patient ultimately went to the
physiotherapist.

Patient ‘Z’ saved all the
prescriptions given to her at
various occasions of illness and
used the same on the arrival
of a so called similar illness.
Many other cases of such self
medication leading to adverse
consequences have also been
reported.

Looking at the above
examples we humbly request
our readers to not self-
medicate themselves, not
wait for a problem to augment
before seeing the doctor and
not to go by charts or copy other
individuals for exercises. It is
wise to go through the internet
to gain knowledge about your
problem but it is not wise to
consider yourself a doctor or
substitute a professional with
other sources. Money will come
and go but health once gone
is difficult to restore, a wise
stitch in time will save both
your money and time.
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A HALLMARK OF FOOD & BEVERAGE PLANNING DIRECTION & EXECUTION

TALK TO_-US ON

SPECIALISING IN: PARSEE, Moghlai, Chinese & Continental Cuisine For Weddings, Navjotes,

Q l V - Anniversaries, Pool Side Barbeque Evenings, Late Night Bashes, Boat Cruise Parties, Hi-tea Meetings,

Jashans, Seminars & Conference Luncheons Lazy-cozy Sunday Family Meals, Just-Get-To-Gethers

ANBheradia

Khorzad Bhesadia : 9820534643 ::

Remember (11)/2c \fo

Adil Bhesadia - 9821084513 ::

Naushad Bhesadia - 9833632347 ::

Your password for a superhit function,
Anytime, Any place in Mumbai

Kitchen Office : 65844891

s - we all know, God
had been kind to
the  Gustads. With

the passage of time, He had
been helping each and every
member of the family in ways
that only He could. His latest
was bestowing Xena, the most
recent member of the family,
with speech. Xena happened to
be the Maltese pup presented to
Simone by her friend Maharukh.
She managed to garner
everyone’s affection with her
antics, and Hazel’s in particular.
Hazel being the youngest kid of
Soli and Shireen (all of one and
a half years old) was singled
out for Xena’s affection as she
had all the time in the world
to spare. Even though Hazel’s
vocabulary was limited to
echoing the last word of every
sentence uttered before her,
both of them enjoyed whatever
conversation they could have,
much to the amusement of
all the other family members.
“Open your mouth and eat” and
Hazel would say ‘eat’. “Give
dad a huggie” was met with
‘huggie’ in Hazel’s lexicon. Not
only could Xena express herself
verbally, but she could think
like @ human being.

The two of them would
prattle away while Shireen
and Jeroo were busy in the
kitchen keeping themselves
out of trouble and
permitting their elders to

THE ‘F© WORD! o

finish their chores without any
encumbrances. It was an ideal
win-win situation and the days
passed by at the speed of a
sneeze.

One day, as Simone and
Sheroy returned home from
college, Simone was in a
particularly foul mood as she
had flunked an exam. She
stormed into the room she
shared with her twin brother
and threw her books on her
bed and started crying into her
pillow. Sensing something was
wrong, Xena trotted in followed
by Hazel. “Hey, what’s up dude,
what’s biting you?” asked Xena
and Simone replied “Leave me
alone all of you, I'm pissed off
with History. | couldn’t even
pass with the minimum marks
required, | just hate it!”

“Get a hold of yourself
Simone, failing isn’t all that bad
as you think!” Xena whispered
and Hazel echoed ‘think’.
Simone cuddled her little sister
and then bent down to pick up
Xena, who was all but waiting
for this attention. Taking this
as a cue to continue talking
and getting Simone to regain
her composure, Xena continued
as she licked Simone’s hand
reassuringly.

“If you learn to fail
effectively you can’t lose
buddy. Failure is a part of any
endeavor. If you're not failing,

Not only could Xena

express herself verbally,

A

v but she could think like
a human being.

you're not trying. The choice is
yours, you can permit failure to

. affect your state of mind or you

.can choose to take advantage

" of it. Use that to your benefit.
)‘Successful people have learnt
A _" to get the maximum mileage

‘out of it.”
Simone  changed her
posture to that of a curious

listener and placing Xena
comfortably near her pillow held
Hazel in her lap and listened
to the discourse attentively.
“Go on baby, I’m sure there’s
more coming”. Hazel echoed
‘coming’ and gave her big sister
a toothy smile (yes, she had
sprouted a few and they were
clearly visible now.)

“Most of us try and avoid
failure at all costs. But it is
THE way to learn and stretch
yourself. It is the key ingredient
in the development process.
How many times you do it
determines the tenure you
stay successful. Sounds like a
contradiction but that’s true.”

Simone eased herself into
a more comfortable position
on her bed as Hazel turned her
head and echoed ‘true’.

“Failing quickly is another
factor in the right direction.
Does it make sense to spend
a year or more on a faulty
premise only to realize an idea
won’'t work when you could
have reached that conclusion in
the first three weeks itself? But,
to be fair it’s important not to
fail too quickly. Give an idea a
fair chance to be successful.
Some things take more time and
efforts than others to shine.

“Was it the idea or the
execution?” ask yourself this
question and answer it honestly
Simone. For in your case today
you were not prepared, so it
was a failure to execute. The
idea was to ace the test but
since you had not prepared
enough you underscored
failure. How’s that for my logic,
dude? Comphrehndi?”

Simone shifted her gaze
from Xena and changed her
position self-consciously and
petted her sister, as the truth
struck her gently but surely. Of
course she had avoided reading
up enough on the subject she
had failed in; she had actually
indulged in avoidance behavior,
always finding some pretext
to skip reading up. Glancing
at a point above the painting

hanging on the wall,
she tried to avoid
facing Xena’s stare.

“Failure is an
undesired result
of any action you
take. That's the
most accurate
perspective one
can have of it. So
ensure you failed
for the right reason.
Recall if you used
all the resources
you had available
and you used them.

JUMBLE

50&%3
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Having used another

method and coming out with
the same result just adds to
your experience. It’s not a
bad word. Don’t let it affect
you at a personal level. Avoid
the blame-game as far as
possible. You spend precious
time mulling on this completely
non-productive exercise. Do
not let it influence your further
actions. Just remember failure
is not a grading of your worth
or intelligence or future.”

“All right Xena, | confess |
messed up and now I’ll prepare
for it and give it my best shot,
thanks for the sermon”, said
Simone as she set about tidying
her room.

“Wait dude, I’'m not done
yet”, she heard and prepared
for the next volley of advice
from their pet. “By failing
differently each time you avoid
making the same mistakes. That
means that failing looses all its
value if you fail to learn from it.
Each time you fail in a new way
presents you the opportunity to
improve. Keeping failure and
fault separate is the next thing
to imbibe. Since childhood
we learnt that failing involves
taking the blame. Keep the
‘blame’ part minimum and out
of your judgment. After all,
you were just simply working
on a notion, so why agonize
over it? The more challenging
the goal is, the more times you
can expect to fail before you
succeed.”

“Sure Xena baby, | catch
your drift loud and clear” said
Simone as she felt greatly
relieved after hearing these
words of wisdom and hugged her.

‘Clear’ uttered Hazel and
pulled at the tassel from a
pillow cover in front of her
which had caught her attention.
She was happy to be a part of
this conversation, even though
she did not comprehend what
was being said. Soon it would
be time for her afternoon feed
and she signaled with a cupped
right hand to her mouth and
said “food, eat, hungry.”

“Yes darling it’s you khana
(meal) time” said Simone, as
she carried Hazel in her arms
followed by Xena. “Mamma,
nalli ne bhook lageech” (mom,
she’s hungry) she cried out from
the dining room as she eased
little Hazel into her dining chair
and lowered the tray around
in front of her to place her
feeding plate and plastic spoon.
“Khana” said the little one and
gestured again at Simone with
her little fingers cupped and
pointed to her lips. “Yes Hazu
jaan, food’s coming up dear.”

“Just one last word on
failure dear Simone” said Xena.
“View each failure as a step
in the right direction. There’s
much to be learnt from it.
Embrace failure. Just learn to
do it effectively.”

(With excerpts from Paul
Thomas.) ‘Fail effectively and
you can't lose.’
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Your moon sign horoscope is called your ‘Janam Rashi’ and is probably the sign under which you were given your first name.
The moon sign is not the same as the sun sign horoscope and is usually more accurate. Your moon sign is calculated by the
first syllable sound of your name (For example: if you are Firdosh then the sound is ‘fff’ which comes under Dhanu Rashi or
Sagittarius). But this is only accurate if your parents or those who named you followed the rules of the Janam Rashi.
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Jupiter will rule over your moonsign till 25th
December. You will be able to do religious and
social work smoothly. Take all your decisions
after thinking them through. You will finish all
work that you undertake. Finances will be good.
You will receive help from someone. There will
be good events in the family. Pray ‘Sarosh Yasht’

everyday.
Lucky Dates: 15, 16, 17, 18.
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Saturn is ruling over you which is why you will be
troubled in the smallest of things. Finances will
be tight. You won't get the support of your loved
one. There will be a sudden drop in health due
to the rule of Saturn. Instead of spoiling your
health by worrying unnecessarily, chant God's
name as much as you can. Pray whenever your
mind is not at peace. Pray ‘Moti Haptan Yasht'.
Lucky Dates: 14, 17, 19, 20.
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This is the last week under the rule of Mercury.
Finish all your accounting work and financial
transactions in this week. From next week,
Saturn will make you lazy in everything. The
descending rule of Mercury will give you
financial benefits. Pray ‘Maher ni Aish’ everyday.
Lucky Dates: 15, 16, 18, 20.

Cancer - 5%
S,
clami oadl [Edza iy
gl od dl aion =uy
HIZ il Otellaod, sliasuizl
5242 5 s 7l dod.
st goul dsal sl speml 2dal. opudl
guiedl simstorni il 264, «dl silavg gaid
Ao B, «Adl 5H5107 52l U 8l claui g2dlor
cqeul 2R ‘uét e’ ewled.
Yoetddll dl. 17, AU, 99 4 1< 8.

Mercury is ruling over your moonsign. You wil
make long term plans. Make investments from
your income. You will benefit from investing in
Mutual Funds. With the grace of Mercury, your
work will remain good. There are chances of
meeting someone new. You will feel like doing
new work. Pray ‘Mahre ni Aish’ without fail.
Lucky Dates: 14, 15, 17, 19.
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You will have to take great care of your health till
24th November. You will be troubled by tripping
over things or hurting yourself in other ways. If
you drive a vehicle, then drive safely fill the 24th.
Mars will make you very upset. Pay attention to
your work at your workplace; don't pay attention
to other people's conversations. Pray ‘Tir Yasht'
to calm Mars.

Lucky Dates: 16, 17, 18, 20.
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You will do work that will calm your mind before
26th November. You will get happiness from your
current profession. With the grace of Moon, you
will be able to complete both small and big tasks
on time. Your family members will be willing to
help you. There are chances of a new person
entering your life. You will be able to keep your
family happy. Recite the 34th name "Ya Bestarna'
101 times.

Lucky Dates: 14, 15, 18, 20.
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With the grace of Moon, you will get opportunities
to fravel out of town. You will be able to complete
your work peacefully and succeed in new
endeavors. You will get some good news from
abroad. If you have had differences of opinion
with someone, you can befriend them again by
making a little effort. Recite the 34th name 'Ya

Bestarna' 101 times without fail.
Lucky Dates: 15, 16, 17, 20.
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Today and tomorrow are to be spent under the
rule of Venus. Keep good relations with persons
of the opposite sex. From the 16th, for the next
20 days, Sun will rule over you. It will cause
conflicts between spouses and with parents.
Small problems will turn into big fights. You will
be held guilty despite of being innocent. Recite
the 96th name "Ya Rayomand' to pacify the Sun.
Lucky Dates: 14, 16, 18, 19.
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The rule of Venus till 16th December will give
you a lot of entertainment. There won't be any
control on what you eat and drink. With the
grace of Venus, your health will remain good
and you will get a chance to travel out of town.
You will earn respect at your workplace. Pray
‘Behram Yazad' everyday without fail to get more
blessings from Venus.

Lucky Dates: 15, 16, 17, 20.
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Venus is ruling over your moonsign. You will
listen to everyone but will do what you want. You
will think about how to earn more money. With
the grace of Venus you will get the money you
expect. You will be able to keep good relations
with persons of the opposite sex. Pray ‘Behram
Yazad' to get more blessings from Venus.
Lucky Dates: 16, 17, 18, 19.
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Rahu is ruling over you, therefore you will
get trapped unnecessarily in something.
The strength of your enemy will increase
substantially. Your father’s family members will
trouble you. You will have to run around for your
loved one as they will suddenly fall sick. Do
consult a doctor. Pray ‘Mahabokhtar ni Aish’ to
pacify Rahu.

Lucky Dates: 14, 15, 17, 20.
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Jupiter will rule over you fill the 24th. You will
succeed in getting the good wishes of someone
by doing well for them. The descending rule of
Jupiter will give you financial benefits. You will
get your lent money till the 24th or else after the
24th you will have to beg for your money. Pray
‘Maher ni Aish’ everyday.

Lucky Dates: 15, 16, 18, 19.
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'How I Work! Speedtest.net|

Speedtest.net (by Ookla) is one of the
best, free, speed testing solutions for your
computer and mobile phone. Very often, we
are promised very high speeds by our service
provider, when in actuality, the speeds are
not so great. A lay person, therefore, finds
it very difficult to justify his claims of low
speed.

Speedtest.net is a website which you
can visit and test your Internet speed, for free. Just proceed to
the website, and click on Begin Test. The site will quickly test your
Internet Connection speed and give you the results online. It will
identify the nearest server and then check all the parameters which
need to be checked. You can share the results with your Internet

Dear Mamaiji,

You always make me read the Gujarati calendar date from the
front page of the Parsi Times. Today is Marespand Roj. What
does that mean?

Dear Dikri,
Today is Marespand Roj as per the Parsi Calendar. This Yazata is
connected to Holy Words and Prayers. Thus, to the Holy Scriptures of the

Zoroastrian Religion and Faith. Our prayers or Manthravani are not just words in ancient
languages. These words have energy, spiritual power and force. These have the power to
create magic and miracles. That's why our ancient, powerful priests were called as Magi
or Magicians. They knew which prayers to be recited and how to create a new, favourable
situation. Do not take these manthras of our prayers lightly. Revere them even as you
chant them. Connect with Marespand Yazad to get a closer emotional connection with
your prayers and do these with more sincerity. He will also assist in fullfilling any particular
prayers you are doing when you pray these with dedication and right pronunciations thus

4

creating the right vibrations.

With inputs from Parvez ). Dnrwrulu)

Jehan Cémmisriat

thePURSUIT.s HAPPYNESS

| work as... An auditor of banks and companies.
That basically means... Checking the accounting work of people

My work day begins with... Different types of accounts checking and
also | have to report to the head office of that particular branch.

| love this about my job... Playing with numbers.

I wish this would change about my job... The timings should preferably

| have been working here for... 4 and a half years.
| head to office and head back home at these times... 11 am to 8 pm.

Some of the things that make up my work day... Check the work of the bank staff and

make a report and submit it to the zonal office.
Someone | think has an interesting job is... A cricketer.

Name... Jehan A. Commissariat.
| work at... PR Agarwal & Awasthi.

working in banks as well as of companies.

be less.

any techie!

Service Provider to update them on the actual speed you are getting.
Please run the test multiple times, at different times of the day, to
come to a reasonably accurate conclusion.

Speedtest.net also has an app which you can download on your
Android Mobile phone to check the speed of the Mobile Data or
your Wi-Fi, depending on how you are connected.

Now you know how to check your speed, without depending on

p—
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Yazdl Tantra’s column is crafted for those of you who enjoy a bit
of technology and love finding quirky things to do in this web and
mobile savvy world. This entrepreneur celebrates his interest in the
field of web based technologies with his columns and other websites
like on-lyne_ blogspot.in and Community centric Zoroastrians.net.

_| Of course, his Parsi Times column is our favourite!

N
@ Like: Parsi Times @ http://twitter.com/TheParsiTim
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style her hair this Diwali.

These are the things you must
have whilst styling your hair.
Hairdryer with a plastic nozzle: The nozzle is
the most important part of the dryer because it
controls the flow and amount of air. The
nozzle should be a narrow slit so you have
a thin stream of air that styles the
hair one section at a time.
You can concentrate the
heat on one area without
blowing the rest of the
hair everywhere and losing
control of your style. Dryer
watts should be between
1000 to 2000 watts. The
best part of it all is that
it regulates the frizz in
the hair.
Flat back brush or
Paddle brush: You get
more body at the roots
and better control at
the ends if you push
dry your hair down in the front. A
round brush can burn the hair and
break the hair to a certain extent if
not used right. When you are trying
to blow dry your hair then stick
to paddle brushes as it is safer in
the long run and you won’t land
up burning your hair!
Leave-in conditioner: This is something | always
use, rain or sunshine. A setting lotion prepares
the hair for whatever | want to do with it.
Whether the hair is to be curled or straightened,
| prefer leave-in cream over mousse because it
doesn’t contain as many chemicals and doesn’t
make your hair dull. It is also softer than gel and

@

Every girl must know how to

Tushna Mehta

Beauty comes at a Price!

doesn’t cause stiffness. | always get best results
when | apply products on damp hair than heavy
sprays used after the hair is done.

Velcro rollers or Irons: Velcro rollers for girls
having hair with a fine texture and irons for
hair that has a thick texture. Velcro rollers are
amongst the greatest
hair care aids ever
invented! Just put
them in your hair
@ for a short time
after your hair is dry
to take away fluff
and frizz, and give
your hair some
sleekness,  body
and control. My tip
is to dry the hair
first with a round
brush or paddle
brush, place
the rollers in the
hair around the front
hairline, leave them in
for 20 minutes, remove
and run your fingers through
your hair to comb through. Irons are for
girls with thicker hair, who like it flat and
straight. You can even play around with
the iron by turning it out at the ends to
give the hair some movement through the
bottom.

Sectioning clips: These are a must have in the
kit as they help hold hair away, without leaving
marks on the hair when you are styling it.

Now the next question is where will you find
all these things? Every city has a beauty supply
shop! Google or Just Dial the nearest store in
your city, stop by and collect your equipment to
be able to style your hair.

I

Rich Bread Rolls:Z,

Ingredients:

2 teaspoons

Y2 cup warm water
3 tablespoons sugar

3 - 3% cups

Y2 cup hot milk

Y2 cup cream

Y2 cup softened butter
2 large eggs
1 teaspoon salt
1 egg yolk
2 tablespoons milk

1 tablespoon liquid butter

Directions

Combine the first three

ingredients.
ten minutes

combine the

ingredients,

flour. Add the yeast mixture

and one cup flour.

Mix with a rotary beater.
Gradually add the
remaining flour and knead
till the dough is soft. Place
the dough in a greased
bowl. Cover with a damp
cloth.

Let it rise for two hours or
till doubled. Punch it down.
Leave aside for half an hour.
Mould into the desired
shape and size. Place in a
5 large baking tray two inches
apart.

Brush the rolls with the yolk
mixture. Leave aside for 10-
15 minutes. Bake in a pre-
heated oven at 140 degrees
Celsius for 45 minutes.

dry yeast

flour

Leave aside for
.In alarge bowl,
remaining
expect the

Purveen Dubash is a chef with many knives in her pretty
home kitchen cabinet. From TV anchor to educator to
author she is armed with culinary skills to put your tummy
into a hypnotic state. We are proud to present to you her
recipes which have the unique distinction of being not
only simple to follow but yummy to taste!
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Happy 70 NBPC?

The Nowroze Baug Play Centre was established on 1st of November 1946 and its Anniversary is celebrated each year with
a programme honouring academic excellence and showcasing Baug talent. The 70th celebration was no less significant.

Honours for deserving Community stalwarts, great stage performances and academic recognitions were the highlights of this
loving effort by the people of Nowroze Baug. P.T. Reporter Delaveen Tarapore brings you this report.

Capturing a magical moment

Kumi Daroowala with Mr. Dinshaw Tarnboly and
Mrs. Bachi Tamboly

for many reasons. It began

withAcademicFelicitations.
To felicitate the achievers
celebrated Academician
Mrs. Zarine Rabadi, Principal
of Bai Gamadia Girls High
School was invited as the
Chief Guest at NBPC’s 70th
Birthday celebration. Mrs.
Rabadi herself was recently
awarded the Teacher of
the Year 2014-2015 Award
by Lions International. As
the felicitations began, she
congratulated the  young
achievers and encouraged
them along with a strong
speech.

This year, the NPC
awarded 84 students in all,
who have done remarkably
well in their ICSE and SSC
Board examinations and
those who have consistently
performed right from School
to Graduation and on to Post
Graduation. Each was awarded
the ‘Late Khody P. Kolha’ cash
prize sponsored by Dinshaw
Mehta in memory of Late Rusi
Mehta.

NBPC further

Homi Ustad,
President NBPC

It was a night to remember

recognised

“Our motive behind celebrating
70 years of NPC was to also
recognise the work of the stalwarts
existing within our Community. |

one student in each age group
with a Silver Medal Award for
the outstanding achievements
in their academic field.

The entertainment for the

evening began thereafter.
This year’s NBPC Anniversary
evening showcased almost

an hour of entertainment.
Retro swinging toddlers and
tiny tots performed and the
audience aww-ed and oohhh-
ed and clapped passionately.
A special mention goes to
Aara Bacha and Aryan Bomanji
who sizzled on stage with
their confident performance.
The Musical rendezvous by
Meher Porbundarwala, Arayan
Bomanji, Firdosh Khambatta
and Naiad Bhiwandiwalah
pumped the audience as did
the keyboard and the mouth
organ renditions of Rumi
Mamlatdar. Singers Mahiyar
Khambatta and Tushna Mehta
received thunderous applause
as well.

Homi Ustad, the President
of the Nowroze Baug Play
Centre was the peppy and
spirited anchor for the
evening. The Sound & Lighting

have known

Dinshaw Tamboly for years now and after seeing
the amount of help he has lent out, the number
of well-wishers this man has, | felt it is our duty
to honour him. And since this function is much
about scholarships as well, it would merit to have
Mrs. Zarin Rabadi, an educationist present with us.”

Zarin Rabadi,
Chief Guest
“I was humbled seeing the spirit
/ of gratitude displayed towards
Mr. Tamboly by a united Nowroze
Baug It was a truly enthralling atmosphere. Am
thankful and absolutely humbled by the gesture
extended by a united Nowroze Baug towards
self, and as already declared from the dais, if any
Loroastrian parent is seeking holistic development
of their girl child, other than academics such as
speech and drama, ballet, martial arts, culinary
skills, state of the art dance etc., They will be
accepted with open arms by my school with
complete freeship if required.”

was managed by Tarpit Doshi’s
‘Creative Events’.

A commendable fact
was that each and every
performance of the evening
was  designed, practiced

past, this association was not
only a welcome change but
a true mark of maturity and
progress.

On their 70th birthday,
Nowroze Baug Play Centre

and put together by the honoured Mr. Dinshaw
very members of Nowroze Tamboly and Mrs. Bachi
Baug. This year’s Celebration Tamboly, lovingly termed

Night brought with it
a pleasant surprise.
Youngsters of  the
NBPC and the NNWL,
the  Baug's  other |
organization, came
together to create the g
entertainment for the
show. Going by the
tumultuous relationship
the two have had in the

Mr. Nanman Mehta (President Ementus
Nowroze Baug Play Centre), Dinshaw
Tamboly, Bachi Tamboly, Mr. Sahuraja

(Ex Principal of Poddar College)

The audiance enjoying the show

-Yasmin Engineer

as the ‘Karmayogi Couple’,
for their decades of social
work towards the upliftment
of the Community. A video
presentation showcased Mr.
Tamboly and his WZO team’s
efforts to step up the lifestyle
of innumerable Parsi families in
various villages in the interiors
of Gujarat. Guests and other
dignitaries applauded the
couple.

Amongst them were Vada
Dasturji Khurshed Dastoor,
Mithoo Jessia and BPP Trustees,
Yazdi Desai, Kersi Randeria,
Noshir Dadrawala, Zarir
Bhathena, Armaity Tirandaz.

Ms. Kumi Daroowala
expressed her gratitude to
Dinshaw Tamboly on the stage
and lawyer Franak Contractor-
called him the Major General
of the Mazda Yasni Army of the
Ahura Mazda Community!
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TRANS AIR EXPRESS PVT. LTD.

(INTERNATIONAL COURIER)
CANADA / UK / USA SPECIAL
Since 1996 / An IATA CARGO AGENT

Send parcels to your Children &
loved ones in CANADA, UK & USA
including Garments, Farsan,
Chocolates, Sweets, Gifts, Eatables,
& any permissible item & get
benefitted with SPECIAL rates.

Contact: Mr. ANUJ SANGOI
Tel.: 022-66840328 / 9323673747

Email: anuj@transairexpress.com
“We Deliver Your Express Needs"
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