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BOM BAY PARSI PUNCHAYET

Would You Like To HELP?

The Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) is reaching out
to community members, during these challenging
times, to provide help and relief in terms of Food,
Groceries, Medical Assistance, Ambulance and
Emergency Services, much needed, especially by
seniors and the destitute, who are the worst hit
by the Coronavirus Pandemic.

BPP lostalls
‘DIRECT HELP LINE' Fox

Community Members

Timely Sup
During Pandemic

Here’s your opportunity to work with the BPP
in providing essential services and facilities for
community members in need. Your contributions
will help greatly.

Details for Bank Transfers:

Account Name : Parsi Punchayet Bombay

Account No. : 09570 02000 0353
Bank : Kotak Mahindra Bank
Branch : Fort Branch

IFSC Code : KKBK0O000957

>> Page 10

The BPP appeals to you to donate generously
during these extraordinary times.
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In view of the f)n-going nec-essary CO\{ID-19 Lock-down To The Award-Winnin g
mandate, the Printing Press is temporarily not functional,
No. 1 News Weekly

of the Parsi/Irani Zoroastrian Community!
Enrich Your Weekend with
Latest & Authentic Community News
Unmatched Coverage of all areas of interest!
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following link: : TO SUBSCRIBE CONTACT US:
lL https://parsi-times.com/PT_Currentlssue.pdf Email: editor@parsi-times.com or Whatsapp: [+91] 8779430704 )

so there will be no hard copy
(physical newspaper) edition of
Parsi Times today, on 4 April, 2020.
However, you can access our Digital

E-Paper online (free) from the

-’ | \\




SATURDAY,
APRIL 04, 2020

PARSI TIMES

Bravo BPP!
Dear Readers,

On the 24th of March, 2020, PM Narendra Modi announced the
world’s largest lockdown, asking 1.3 billion Indians to stay home for
twenty-one days, to contain the deadly COVID-19, bringing our populous
nation to a grinding halt. This came with its own set of overwhelming
challenges, which we accepted, for the largest cause - our very survival.

The lockdown has highlighted the plight of our community’s most
vulnerable members - the seniors and the impoverished. Numerous seniors,
especially those living alone, were rendered helpless with both their main means of daily
sustenance - namely food-tiffins and domestic help - being abruptly cut off. Also, the lockdown-
generated panic had people hoarding all essential items, with most stores laying bare of supplies
- leading to massive price-escalation of these items, making it unaffordable for the poor.

Coming to the timely support of the Community, on 29th March, the Trustees of the Bombay
Parsi Punchayet installed a Direct Help Line, catering to the various needs - including grocery,
food, medical assistance/supplies and emergency services - of community members. Providing
much succour, this Help Line plays the crucial role of a centralized, common platform connecting
those in need, with those who can help, in a systematic and coordinated manner. (Pg. 10)

But sustaining this calls for community effort - the BPP has paved the path for us.
It is now up to us to help sustain this platform by offering our services as volunteers
and professionals; and by donating generously towards the sustenance of this vital
venture, which will hold the community in good stead, till the lockdown is lifted.

Though it’s been heartening to see numeorus community members rise to the occasion, we
need more to step up. It is said, the greatness of a community is most accurately measured by
the compassionate actions of its members. Kudos to the BPP for setting the perfect precedent.
Within just a few days, we have received messages and e-mails from community members
expressing gratitude for the timely and crucial help received via this excellent initiative.

Today, as we go head to head against the unknown monster that is this fatal pandemic,
let us resolve to get through this challenge, united in service and solidarity, with the BPP,
which has come through for the community in its greatest and most challenging time of need.

Have a good weekend! Stay in, stay safe!

- Anahita
anahita@parsi-times.com

Announcement From

WZ0 TRUST FUNDS

We find ourselves in an unprecedented time in our
country and the world with the global pandemic of the
COVID-19 virus.

WZ0 Trust Funds recognise that many of their
beneficiaries, who have availed of interest-free
financial support towards self-employment, farmers
rehabilitation, rural housing, higher education
support and so on, would find it difficult to meet their
repayment commitments.

WZO0 Trust Funds have therefore decided to give all
their beneficiaries, who have availed of interest-
free financial support, moratorium from making
repayments during the months of April 2020, May
2020, June 2020, and shall review the situation
prevailing end June.

Dinshaw Tamboly,
Chairman, WZO Trust Funds.

Shares / Equities

Recovery Of Unclaimed Shares / Dividends
Demat Of Shares / Signature Mismatch,
Resolving Address Change, Probate,
Letter Of Administration, Succession
Certificate / IEPF Claims And Consultation.

Contact :- Arun Dsouza
Mob - 9967770336 / 9326988436
Email- arundsouza@assettracersindia.com
www.assettracersindia.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thank You BPP for the Truly Helpful Direct Help Line
Initiative For The Community

The initiative taken up in the current scenario of COVID-19 by all
the Trustees of the Bombay Parsee Punchayet is a boon in disguise
as on today, without considering all future allegations against them!
My mother aged 73 years, is stuck up at Balaram Street (Grant Road,
Mumbai) and | am stuck up with my family at Contractor Baug in
Mahim

The helpline initiated by BPP proved to be very helpful! On the
request made by my sister on the helpline numbers provided since
yesterday, her issue of meals twice a day is resolved and with my
whole heart | sincerely thank all involved in the initiative to help
the elderly of our community in the present current situation of a
lockdown, with special thanks to all BPP Trustees, who, during this
high tide of calamity, have joined hands together, and leaving aside
all, have brought up this Team-force amongst them, as always, in
the interest of the community.

A very big thank you to all Trustees and the teams of volunteers
involved to make this a reality.

- By K S Irani

Kudos BPP!

The efforts of the BPP during the present dangerous and troublesome
times is worthy of appreciation. We are now permanently in New
Zealand but it is so heartening to see all the Trustees act in such a
united and harmonious way.

There have been a lot of brickbats coming your way in recent times
but this prompt, generous and positive action of the Trustees deserves
only bouquets. Keep it up and gain the trust, confidence and good
wishes of the community always. Absolutely brilliant and thank you!.

- By Avan N. Cooverji
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The 101 Names Of
Pak Dadar Ahura Mazda - Part |

Daisy P. Navdar is a teacher by profession and a firm believer in
the efficacy of our Manthravani. She is focused on ensuring that
the deep significance of our prayers is realized by our youth. She
credits her learnings and insights, shared in her articles, to all
Zoroastrian priests and scholars whose efforts have contributed
towards providing light and wisdom for all Zarthostis.

Daisy P Navdar

Every name is real,
that’s the nature of names
- Jerry Spinelli

tarting today, | will be
Sdoing a series on the 101
names of Paak Dadar Ahura
Mazda. While commonly the 101
names are called ‘names’, they
are really attributes or qualities
of Pak Dadar Ahura
Mazda. When
we recite these
names, they not
only remind us
of who our Ahura
Mazda is, but they
also show us the
kind of person we
must aspire to
become. When we
chant these names
regularly, we
create their strength and aura
around us. This aura protects us
and keeps us safe even during
those times when we cannot
chant the names.

These names are the remedy
of almost all ills that we face
and it is extremely worthwhile
to say them everyday after your
kusti. However, these names
are not a substitute for effort
and hard work but rather they
will augment your dedication
and give it an added boost.
Please note that each name
is a prayer in itself and can
be chanted to gain maximum
benefit of its particular divine
vibration.

Start your work in the name
of God, do your work with the
help of God, finish your work
with thanks to God because
He decides, gives and makes
everything possible.

1. Yazad: This is one of the
oldest names of Pak Dadar
Ahura Mazda. If this name
is prayed 101 times at dawn
after completing your kusti, it
is said that your wishes will be

fulfilled. It is important here to
understand that when we ask
for something of God, it is just
a desire from our perspective.
That particular wish may or
may not be part of His grand
plan for us. Hence, we must
always preclude every wish
with a statement that this is my
application, to accept or reject
it is in Your Hands. | bow to the
will of Ahura!

2. Harvesp-Tawan: The All-
powerful one. If you are feeble
and weak, then this is the name
that helps you gain strength. If
you have suffered a debilitating
disease and find it difficult
to get back to your old form,
then this is the name to be
chanted. It is also beneficial
for sports persons or athletes
to regularly chant this name.
It gives them endurance and
stamina to be the best in their
sport. However, this doesn’t
mean that it is a substitute for
regular training and hard work.
This name can also help you to
overpower your enemies.

3. Harvespa-Agha: The knower
of all mysteries, internal
and external. It was a name
frequently recited by Dastoorji
Kookadaaru Saheb. If you need
wisdom and insight into the
situations that you face in your
life, then this is definitely the
name to be chanted. Many of
us face so many challenges in
our work life. We are unable
to gauge the thought processes
and future actions of our co-
workers or competitors. This
name helps bring perspective

to our own actions which
will protect us against the
destructive strategy of our
opponents.

4. Harvespa Khudah: This
name is old and full of wisdom.
It means the God of all things.
If you are unable to meet with
your day-to-day needs, then
this is the name to pray. The
one who recites this name shall
never go hungry. When
this name is recited in
conjunction with the
previous name (Harvespa
Agha, Harvespa Khudah)
for 101 times, your wish
will be fulfilled.

5. Abdaha: Without

beginning. The seamless

one who is eternal and

hence has no starting

point. This name is
particularly beneficial to pray
when you are starting some
new work. It will bestow the
new venture with quality of
endurance and it will continue
to work for a long time.

6. Abi Anjaam: Without end,
or eternal. When you recite
this name as you conclude your
work, the positive effects of
your efforts will continue to
work endlessly. A great many
benefits can be derived by the
recitation of this name.

7. Bunestih: Source of all
things. Ahura created the whole
universe and all the things
within. Everything that endures
is the creation of Ahura, as
also the sunlight, the rain,
the mountains, the trees, the

planets and the galaxies. Boon |

means one who pays attention
and recites. Just like the best
students are the ones who pay
attention in class, the most
successful in life are those who
listen carefully to the words
of God, recite them and most
importantly, follow them.

Look out for the continuation of ‘The 101 Names Of Pak Dadar Ahura Mazda’ Series in our next issue!

Websile: www.parsi-times.com
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1 Will Go Thy Way
Ahura Mazda!

Start your weekend with positive vibes with inspirational
excerpts from the acclaimed book, ‘Homage Unito Ahura Mazda’
by Dasturji Dr. Maneckji Naserwanji Dhalla of Karachi.

ngra Mainyu, the Evil
Spirit’s one desire is
that man should not

recognize him and appraise
him at his true value. He
lurked about me to beguile me
into the wrong path. | saw not
his deception. My Fravashi,
Guardian Spirit, warned me
against the danger. But as in
vain does the ploughman goad
his ox to turn the furrow, and it
is recalcitrant, so | hearkened
not to the voice of my inner
infallible guide. Weak in
the moment of temptation,
| followed the Evil Spirit. |
deviated from the Path of
Righteousness, which is thy
Path. | missed thy company
and was lost in the wilderness
of wickedness. | knew not
what to do. My spirit began to
brood, for misfortune was lying
ahead of me. Disquiet became
my heart, until it would again
find rest in thee. Unbearable
now was my sorrow that |

separated from thee.

Thou couldst do without
me. Thou didst need me not.
Yet Thou didst pity me. Thou
wouldst not leave me lonely
and lost. Thou didst take me
by my hand and put me on the
right path again.

I will now hush the beguiling
voice of Angra Mainyu. | will
silence the storm of passions. |
will smother vicious thoughts.
| will sweep the ground of my
heart of all impurities, that
then in the serene and pure
atmosphere | can hear Thee
speak to me. | will now never
yield to the Arch-enemy of
mankind. Valiantly will | fight
him and vanquish him.

Now that | have found Thee
again, never will | leave Thee.
Ever will | be in Thy keeping.
Thou dost always guide me
aright and | shall walk in the
light that Thou givest me. |
will not draw near Thee with
my lips, when my heart was
far away from Thee. | will be
what Thou wouldst have me to
be.

| will not now go my way
and let Thee go Thy way. Thy
way and my way will be one
and same. We two will be on
common ground. Abreast we
two will walk our way, Ahura
Mazda!

New Varasiaji, ‘Yazdan', installed at Udvada Pak [ranshah Atashbehram.
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Coronavirus: Neither ‘Divinity’s Wrath’

NOSHIR H. DADRAWALA

he novel coronavirus
is neither ‘Divinity’s
Wrath’ nor ‘Nature’s

Vengeance’. From a Zoroastrian
perspective, this virus is the
opposite of all that is good,
God-given, life-giving and
health-promoting. However,
there are all kinds of posts
on social media about the
coronavirus being ‘Divine Anger’
on mankind and COVID-19 being
‘Mother Nature’s Vengeance’ on
human beings!

The Zoroastrian Perspective:
The God of Zarathushtra is
neither an ‘Angry God’, nor
a ‘Testing God’ or a ‘Vengeful
God’. Zarathustra’s God (Ahura
Mazda) is the Lord of Wisdom,
the Bestower of Life and a
‘Loving Beloved Friend’. In
the Gathas, (Divine Songs)
Zarathushtra calls his God
as ‘Friya’ (Sanskrit Priya) - a
Beloved Friend.

As intelligent human
beings, we have been given
the freedom to choose and
what we reap is the fruit of
our individual and collective
choices - Good or Evil. Let us
not blame the Divine or assign
it to Divine Anger. The sum
total of humanity’s collective
Thoughts, Words and Deed
(Actions) lead to Re-Actions.
It’s a scientific law.

Zoroastrians believe that
human beings find happiness
or sorrow according to moral
and ethical choices made at
an individual and collective
level. A school of thought also
emerged during Sassanian
times, postulating the theory
that Ahura Mazda (God)
is ‘Totally Good and Very
Powerful’ and Ahriman or the
evil spirit/mentality is not a
creation of Ahura Mazda and
at the end of time, the latter
will be completely vanquished.
According to this school of

thought, Ahura Mazda cannot
and should not be blamed or
held responsible for death,
disease, suffering or pain in this
‘perfecting world’.

There are two mentalities
Anghra  Mainyu  (negative
mentality) and Spenta Mainyu
(positive mentality). As human
beings, we have the freedom
to choose positive or negative
mentality. What we individually
and collectively reap, is the

consequence of our choices.

Fate And Destiny: Fate is what
puts opportunities in front of us
while destiny is determined by
our decisions. For instance, if
one finds himself in a position
of power or a position of
poverty, that is fate. But what
one does being in the position
of power or poverty, shapes
his destiny and impacts that of
those around him. The one in
position of power may use that
power positively or negatively.

In like manner, the person in
position of poverty may justify
becoming a thief and harm his
destiny and that of his victims
or work honestly to better his
destiny and that of others.

The Virus... And the REAL
Virus

Scientifically, coronavirus is
not even a living organism. It is
a parasitic destructive particle.
Let’s shun it. Let’s work to

destroy it following credible

health and safety guidelines.
But let’s not give it importance
by elevating it to the stature
of ‘God-induced’ or ‘Mother
Nature inflicted’! It is anti-
Nature at best!

A virus is a biological agent
that reproduces inside the
cells of living hosts. When
infected by a virus, the host
cell is forced to quickly produce
thousands of identical copies of
the original virus. Unlike most

living things, viruses do not

have cells that divide; new
viruses are assembled in the
infected host cell. In other
words, a virus is an inanimate,
complicated, non-living matter.
It lacks any form of energy or
carbon metabolism. Viruses
reproduce and grow only within
host cells.

The REAL virus, to worry
about, is the virus of panic
and paranoia; The virus of fake
news; The virus of hypocrisy
propagated by those who
attempt to instill guilt and
fear from the safety of their
homes but do not lift a finger
to help anyone. Real heroes do
not wear the badge of religion
or spirituality. Besides doctors
and health-care givers, there
are innumerable unknown and
unsung heroes who run errands
for the sick and the elderly,
provide food and medication
and do all the good they can,
without seeking reward or
recognition. Indeed, all these
hands that help, are holier than
those lips which only preach.

Origin Of Evil: There is no
way we can fathom the deep
mysteries of this universe,
including the origin of evil,
with our very limited intellect.
It would be akin to measuring
the Pacific Ocean with a six-
inch scale! To be honest, we
do not know why, during any
calamity, some die and some
survive. Perhaps, what is more
important to know is what one

eance’!

can or should do when evil
strikes. Gautam Buddha had a
good anecdote to explain this.
When one is shot with an arrow,
does one waste time finding out
whether it was shot on purpose
or by accident, by a king or a
commoner, from the ground
level or from horseback? The
real and immediate need is to
remove the affliction, pain and
discomfort and not waste time
on the unnecessary.

The conflict in a human
mind is much like this.
Who and what caused the
Coronavirus? Was it created
accidentally or deliberately,
during a research experiment
or at a wet market in Wuhan?
Worse, why is God punishing
the innocent or Mother Nature
taking revenge on the already
ailing and the elderly? A more
objective response would be -
yes, we have been struck by a
pandemic. Why waste crucial
time assuming conspiracy
theories? [s that going to solve
the problem? Instead, why not
find out what one can do by way
of a remedy or solution to the
problem. How best to flatten
the curve?

Between  stimulus  and
response, is space. In this
space, lies our freedom to

choose our response. When
something negative happens in
our lives, we cannot expect a
positive change with a negative
attitude. We win some battles
and we lose some battles. The
issue is not whether we win
or lose. It's how we fight or
respond. The true reward of a
well-fought battle is not what
we get at the end of it, but who
we become at the end of it.

Health And Hygiene: As
Zoroastrians, we believe
that cleanliness is not next
to godliness, but is a part of
goodness and godliness. Washing
hands comes as part of our
upbringing. We are required to
wash our hands and face before
praying or entering a place of
worship or before cooking or
eating. Even social-distancing
and self-quarantine is observed
by priests for nine nights during
the Bareshnoom (a purification)
ceremony. Social distancing and
self-quarantine also used to }
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> be observed by women during

menses and for forty days after
child birth.

Don’'t Ask ‘Why'! Ask ‘What
Now?’: Rabbi Harold S. Kushner,
author of numerous books
including ‘Living a Life that
Matters’ rightly says, “The
question we should be asking is
not, “Why did this happen to me?
What did | do to deserve this?”
That is really an unanswerable,
pointless question. A better
question would be, “Now that
this has happened to me, what
am | going to do about it?”

Martin Gray, a survivor of
the Warsaw Ghetto and the
Holocaust writes about the
travails of his life in a book
called ‘For Those | Loved’. He
tells how, after the Holocaust,

he rebuilt his life, became
successful, married, and
raised a family. Life seemed
so good after the horrors of
the concentration camp. Then
one day, his wife and children
were killed when a forest fire
ravaged their home in the south
of France. Gray was distraught,
pushed almost to the breaking
point by this added tragedy.
People urged him to demand
an inquiry into what caused the
fire, but instead he chose to put
his resources into a movement
to protect nature from future
fires.

He explained that an inquiry,
an investigation, would focus
only on the past, on issues of
pain and sorrow and blame. He
wanted to focus on the future.
An inquiry would set him against

other people: “Was someone
negligent? Whose fault was it?”
Being against other people,
setting out to find a villain,
accusing other people of being
responsible for your misery, only
makes a lonely person lonelier.
Life, he concluded, has to be
lived for something, not just
against something.

It'’s the same with the
coronavirus pandemic. Was
someone in China negligent?
Whose fault is it? Is it
government policy or man’s
greed or God’s anger? Our
response should be, “life has
to be lived for something, not
just against something”. Look
at the positive outcome of this
pandemic. Look at the milk of
human kindness that is flowing
across India and the world. The

pandemic is a matter fate. Our
response to this fate is what
will shape our individual and
collective destiny.

The Role Of Prayer: When
prayers are offered with
devotion and understanding,
they become a powerful
source of positive and
healing energy. Just as food
is essential for physical
sustenance, prayers are vital
for spiritual sustenance and
mental equilibrium, especially
in times of fear and anxiety.

In the Zoroastrian tradition

there are several healing
prayers. One of the best healing
prayers is the ‘Ardibehest

Yasht’; and for mental peace
there is the ‘Mah Bakhtar
Nyaish’. ‘Vanant Yasht’ is also

a very powerful prayer which
helps the one who recites it to
overcome all negative and evil
forces. In the very powerful and
potent ‘Nirang’ of Vanant. we
affirm that all calamities may
vanish and disappear!

Praying the 34" and 35" name
(out of the 101 names) of Ahura
Mazdais also very beneficial. The
34" name affirms Ahura Mazda
as “vanquisher of all kinds of
afflictions and diseases” and the
35" name upholds Ahura Mazda
as “victorious over all evil”!

Pray daily with full faith
and positive affirmation that
Ahura Mazda will assist us all
in vanquishing coronavirus and
assist humanity in victory over
this negative, life-threatening,
parasitic particle.
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Designers At Home: On Ashdeen’s Plate

Parsi Times is delighted to share one of our community’s and nation’s topmost Fashion Designer - Ashdeen Lilaowala - featured in the ‘Designers at

Home’ platform, a by-invitation series, hosted by thevoiceoffashion.com, where Indian fashion designers share their thoughts and creative ideas — fashion or
otherwise — while working from home, in the midst of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
The edition of Designers at Home dated 30th March, 2020, covers our very own Fashion guru, aficionado - the Community’s leading fashion designer -
Ashdeen Lilaowala, as he ponders the past, inspired by his unique collection of decorative plates and vintage photographs of Parsi families..

Writes Ashdeen...

“While cleaning my kitchen shelves, | found old decorated plates that | have been collecting for years. Later that day,
while shuffling through some old albums, | saw these sepia-tinted photos of Parsi families shot in photography studios.
It made me wonder.

Had these plates and people ever interacted?

Did they have any connections and history?

™ Maybe the people in the photos were at some point in possession of these objects.

BIVIVIVIA N tangible objects have a glorious past?
What was their significance and their worth?

These days of isolation and pandemic make you challenge the very idea of continuity and permanence.”
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Parsee General Hospital In Lockdown
Will Not Admit New Cases Or Visitors Till Mid-April

n 1st April, 2020, the B D
Petit Parsee General Hospital
issued a statement that it was

in Lockdown mode and would not be
admitting any new cases or permitting
any visitors to enter the hospital,
till 15th April, 2020. Services were
suspended after a patient, admitted
for another ailment, tested positive
for Covid-19 or the novel Coronavirus.
As per media sources, the patient has
been shifted to Kasturba Hospital for
treatment.

The statement further stated,
“The patients’ attendants currently
staying with them (at the hospital) in
the paying wards will have to remain
in the hospital for next two weeks, or
go home today and stay at home (self-
quarantine), till the above date. This
is as per the Govt. / BMC rules, taken
for the safety of the Community and
the patients currently being looked
after by the dedicated staff of PGH.”

The

lockdown implemented by

PGH comes in the wake of the city’s
major hospitals like Breach Candy,
Jaslok and Saifee, also stopping their
outpatient departments and new
admissions, over Covid-19 cases, and
are only running their emergency
sections, affecting quality healthcare.

As per news reports, at Jaslok, at
least six staffers have tested positive
and are undergoing treatment, after a
patient admitted for bladder surgery
and kidney dysfunction, had tested
positive for Covid-19, after spending
11-12 days in the hospital. An expert
team visited Saifee Hospital, under
partial lockdown after a cardiac
surgeon tested positive, as did his
85-year-old father, who had gone
to the hospital a day before he
succumbed to the infection. At Breach
Candy Hospital, the test results of all
technicians came positive in the first
test; second test results are awaited.

Additional Municipal
Commissioner, Suresh Kakani, leading

the battle against Covid-19, said
the BMC team would decide when a
hospital can safely reopen, based on
the testing of air and water samples
collected there, which could prove
if the infection was still lurking. He
assured, unlike humans, who need to
stay quarantined for 14 days, hospitals

wouldn’t be shut for as long.

Across Mumbai, at least five
nursing homes have stopped taking

new patients, after unknowingly
admitting coronavirus positive
cases.

Serum Institute’s Adar Poonawalla Invests In
Mylab Discovery Solutions For Manufacturing

COVID-19 Testing Kits

- Abhijit Pawar, Chairman, APG.

n 2 April, 2020,
Serum Institute India’s
Chief Executive Officer,

Adar Poonawalla, shared that
he has invested in the Pune-

based molecular diagnostic
company, Mylab Discovery
Solutions Pvt. Ltd. (MDS)

the first Indian firm to get
commercial approval to make
and sell coronavirus testing
kits (named Mylab PathoDetect
COVID-19  Qualitative  PCR
kit, approved by Indian FDA/
CDSCO and ICMR evaluation).
The investment will help
scale up the production and
delivery of Covid-19 test kits
as well as expand molecular
diagnostic solutions. MDS has
also roped in another investor

This comes in at a
time when the number of
Coronavirus cases in India
have crossed the 2,000 mark,
after several states reported
a spurt in infections linked
to a religious congregation in
Delhi. Maharashtra reported
the highest number of cases,
followed by Kerala.

Adar Poonawalla said global
innovation was the need
of the hour to curb the
pandemic that has
affected  millions
across the world.
“In the next few
weeks, we will
be ramping up
the production of
the Covid-19 testing
kits taking from 1.5
lakh tests per week, to
20 lakh tests per week. The
shortage of testing kits will
come to an end in a month or
two,” Adar Poonawalla said, in
a press statement.

praised
MDS  for
having
s hown
exceptionally

innovative
capabilities for being able to
develop a time-saving testing
kit within six weeks of its
outbreak. “Keeping in mind

their resilient approach and

quick response, | am certain
that the company has a variety
of similar innovation-driven
projects which will help
bring drastic improvements
in the healthcare sector. The
investment towards Mylab
will enable them to build
their infrastructure and
expand  their  capabilities

further,” said Poonawalla.

“This  partnership  can
impact billions of people across
the world, especially India,”
said Hasmukh Rawal, Managing
Director, Mylab  Discovery
Solutions.

The partners are yet to
disclose the investment details.
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After ‘“Tata Trusts’ Pledges 3500 Cr
To Fight COVID-19, ‘Tata Sons’
Follows Suit - Donates 31,000 Cr!

n 28th March, 2020,
Ratan Tata, Chairman
Emeritus, Tata Sons, the

parent company of Tata Motors,
announced that Tata Trusts had
pledged Rs. 500 crores to help
in the fight against the dreaded
COVID-19 or coronavirus. Within
a short while of this news, Tata
Sons followed suit, pledging Rs.
1,000 crores donation towards
the same cause.

The amount would be used
to purchase personal protective
equipment for the medical
personnel on the frontlines,
respiratory systems for treating
increasing cases, purchase of
testing kits, setting up modular
treatment facilities for infected
patients and for knowledge
management and training of
health workers and the general
public. Tata Trusts Chairman
Ratan N Tata said, “The COVID
19 crisis is one of the toughest
challenges we will face as a
race. The Tata Trusts and the
Tata group companies have in
the past risen to the needs of
the nation. At this moment, the
need of the hour is greater than
any other time.”

“In  this  exceptionally
difficult period, | believe that
urgent emergency resources

TATA
SONS

need to be deployed to cope
with the needs of fighting the
COVID 19 crisis, which is one
of the toughest challenges
the human race will face... We
are deeply grateful and have
immense respect for every
person of member organisations
who have risked their life
and safety to fight this
pandemic,” Tata added.

As per the statement
put out by Chandrasekaran
- Chairman, Tata Sons,
“We will work together
with the Tata Trusts and
our Chairman Emeritus,
Mr. Tata and would be
fully supporting their
initiatives, and work in a
collaborative manner to
bring the full expertise of
the group. In addition to

the initiatives articulated by
Tata Trusts, we are also bringing
in the ventilators necessary
and are gearing up to also
manufacture the same soon in
India. The country is facing an
unprecedented situation and
crisis. All of us would have to do
whatever it takes to alleviate
and enhance the quality of lives
of the communities we serve.”

Tata Trusts, Tata Sons and
the Tata group companies
are joined by local and global
partners and the government,
to fight this crisis on a united
public health collaboration
platform, which will strive

to reach out to sections that
are underprivileged
deprived.

and
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AREYOU IN NEED OF
MEDICAL / HEALTHCARE
PROFESSIONALS?

ARE YOU WONDERING WHO TO
"TURNTO DURING A MEDICAL
' EMERGENCY?
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We’'re Here In

Your Service!

CALL BPP’s ‘DIRECT HELP LINE':

Ronny Patel: 9867946384 /
Jimmy Merchant: 9819027857

The BPP has installed DEDICATED HELP LINES for community
members to reach out to us for timely Help / Assistance onany issues
you are facing due to the Lockdown, or for emergencies.

Tatas Object To Shapoorji Pallonji Group Plan To Pledge Stake

ata Sons and its
Testranged minority
shareholder, Shapoorji
Pallonji  (SP) Group, have

clashed once again with the
former objecting to cash-
strapped SP Group’s plans to
pledge a portion of its stake
in the Tata Group parent to
raise money. Pallonji Mistry and
sons, Shapoor Mistry and Cyrus
Mistry, who together control
the diversified SP Group, have
tapped Canadian investor
Brookfield for a $2-2.5 billion
funding facility, using part of its
stake in Tata Sons as collateral.
Tata Sons has emphasized that
there is clear restriction on
transfer of Tata Sons shares
to a non-shareholder as it is a
closely held holding company.
The first right of refusal rests
with Tata Sons and the SP Group
would need to issue a notice to

the Tata Sons Board.

As per an SP Group
spokesperson, in the previous
two years, the operating

companies of the SP Group
have recorded their strongest
performance yet and the Group
has adequate liquidity to meet
its current obligations. Even
so, the Covid-19 pandemic
has impacted all sectors,
including the construction
and real estate sector. Though
Brookfield has reached out to
global and local banks to scope
out refinancing opportunities,
most lenders have sought an
acknowledgement from Tata

Group for their in-principle
buy-in.
However, as per media

reports, a top legal official close
to the SP Group said, “Pledging
happens only as a mechanism
for security. These shares are

not for sale. And in the worst-
case scenario, where SP Group
cannot meet obligations on the
pledged shares, nothing can
stop them from selling shares
which are held in Cyrus and
Sterling Investments. Also, Tata
Sons can object to transfer of
shares to undesirable entities
which can only be a criminal or
competitor.”

Brookfield and the Tata
Group are yet to share an
official  response.  Pallonji
Mistry, whose son Cyrus was
ousted as chairman of Tata
Sons in October 2016, has been
sparring with the Tata Group
since then on various corporate
governance related matters.
Mistry’s dismissal is now being
heard in the Supreme Court.
The 18.4% stake that the Mistry
family owns in Tata Sons is held

through two family entities,
Sterling Investments and Cyrus
Investments, making them the
biggest single shareholders in
India’s largest conglomerate.
Closely held Tata Sons, which

the

S11
conglomerate spanning more
than 100 companies, is 66%
owned by Tata Trusts, helmed
by Chairman Emeritus, Ratan
Tata.

controls billion
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Need Of The Hour: Supporting And
Facilitating The Medical Fraternity
In Facing The Challenges
Posed By COVID-19

(A Masina Hospital Initiative)

Humanity is  presently

fighting a fierce battle to

defeat the contagion of the

dreaded Novel Coronavirus e —
(COVID-19). WZO  Trust = = | =] = et = |
Funds have, in their own illl'l Hi =0l (BE R
modest manner, assisted by : N —~
supporting Masina Hospital

(Byculla, Mumbai), in

preparing Quarantine Wards

for use by patients who need

to be isolated.

Masina Hospital

‘Porta Cabins’, as these

units are called, are

fabricated with two doors,

toilet and overhead storage

space. These units are in lengths of 20 ft and 40 ft., and are used not only for patients
but also for the medical personnel attending to them. Each Porta Cabin comprises toilet
facilities, internal electrical wiring, lights and fans. Masina Hospital will provide beds, side-
tables, food-trolleys, equipment including protective gear and air-conditioners, within the
Porta Cabins.

Four Porta Cabins are presently being installed - two for patients and two for the medical
Team. The cost of each Porta Cabin is in the region of Rs. 5,00,000/-. WZO Trust Funds
have, from their own funds, contributed towards the purchase of two Porta Cabins that will
be utilized for members of all communities who are suspected of having contracted the
virus and require to be kept in isolation.

Massive funding is required for undertaking this gigantic humanitarian exercise to save
human lives. More such Porta Cabins are required
at Masina Hospital. Each unit houses six patients for
whom 12 medical personnel are required working in
shifts. Each medical personnel needs to be provided
PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) the cost of
which is Rs.1,200 per personnel, per day. Thus, the
cost of providing PPE to medical personnel looking
after 12 patients (6 in each cabin) in two cabins
would alone amount daily to Rs.28,800. Personnel
attending to very critical patients require additional
protective wear that would raise the daily cost of
PPE to Rs.35,000 (Rs.10,00,000 per month).

A typical Porta Cabin

Individuals and institutions are requested to support the efforts of Masina Hospital, and
extend a helping hand by contributing generously to Masina Hospital. Donations big
or however modest will go a long way in overcoming the dreaded Coronavirus. Donors
from overseas may note that Masina Hospital has permission under Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act (FCRA).

Individuals and Institutions
desirous of making donations may please contact:

Jimmy Parakh, Trustee, Masina Hospital: jimmyparakh1949@gmail.com
Dr. Vispy Jokhi, CEO, Masina Hospital: vjokhi@masinahospital.com
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Tripura Shares Wish-List With
Ratan Tata To Fight COVID-19

wo days after the Tata
Group pledged Rs
1,500 crore to fight the

Coronavirus pandemic, Tripura’s
Deputy CM, Jishnu Devvarma
wrote to Tata Trusts Chairman,
Ratan Tata, seeking material
assistance to tackle the virus in
the state. Devvarma’s wish list
includes 100 ventilators, 50,000
Personal Protection Equipment
(PPE) and alcohol-based hand
sanitizers each, 1,00,000 N95
masks and 500 makeshift tents
for patients.

An excerpt from the letter
reads, “Tata Trusts has been
a pioneer organization in
stepping up to situations like
this. The contribution of your
organization to the North East
Indian States also has been
widely appreciated. | would like
to bring to your kind attention
about the requirement of
following materials to prevent
COVID-19 from becoming a
huge outbreak in the State of
Tripura.”

1

Bom

=> VOLUNTEERS

—j\ I e
) ‘ | ) '\“ )

AY PARSI PUNCHAY

COMMUNITY CALL
DURING PANDEMIC!

The Community

Needs You!
WON’T YOU HELP?

The BPP SOUNDS
A COMMUNITY CALLTO ALL:

=> MEDICAL & HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS
=>» FOOD & GROCERY SUPPLIERS
=> SPECIAL-SKILLED PROFESSIONALS

CALL BOMBAY PARSI PUNCHAYET
ON THE DIRECT HELP LINE:

Ronny Patel: 9867946384 /
Jimmy Merchant: 9819027857

The Lockdown has posed several challenges upon a number of community
members, especially our seniors, who along with other community
members, are struggling with several issues. BPP has installed a DIRECT
HELP LINE to help/assist Community members who are facing challenges,
and for emergencies, during the Lockdown.

The deputy chief minister
also said that his government
has already adopted certain
preventive steps to contain
spread of the disease.

The state  government
asked people to maintain social
distancing, stay indoors and
avoid coming out of their homes
unless it is required during the
lockdown period.

No one has yet tested
positive  for  positive for
coronavirus in Tripura.

On Saturday, the Tata Group
while pledging the funds to
fight coronavirus said they
will be utilised for providing
protective equipment to
medical personnel, respiratory
systems for treating increasing
cases, testing kits to boost
testing in the country and
setting up treatment facilities
for those already infected.
The group has also said that it
will train health workers and
the general public to empower
them against coronavirus

ET ™y
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BPP Installs ‘DIRECT HELP LINE’ For Community Members

Extends Timely Support During Pandemic

The effects of the Lockdown in India have been a challenge to all in their daily lives, with virtually every

service coming to a standstill, except for the absolute basic ones, which sustain survival. But it’s that

much more challenging in a community as ours, which has a sizeable chunk of seniors who are single and
living on their own, with many completely dependent on their domestic-help, tiffin-services and public transport
for their daily sustenance. With the functioning of these services not qualifying as ‘basic’, under the legislative
diktat of the Lockdown, the senior members of the community have been fighting an uphill battle, in more ways
than one, against the dreaded and deadly COVID-19.

But it’s not just the seniors who have been gravely inconvenienced. A number of other community members
have been facing several issues, in keeping with the Lockdown - the unavailability of groceries and other
consumables as well as non-consumable items of daily use; Medical issues; and numerous other inconveniences
- all of which pose serious challenges to sustenance of life and livelihood. In fact, even during minor or major
emergencies, one is unable to turn to their usual support system of family or friends as they too, like the rest
of us, are under home-confinement, which is the need of the hour today, in the battle against the Coronavirus.

Coming to the timely aid of the Community, the Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) has announced the installation of
a ‘DIRECT HELP LINE’ for all community members who find themselves in a difficult situation brought on by the
lock-down. As per the Press Statement, “The BPP has installed DEDICATED HELP LINES for community members
to reach out to us for help/assistance on any issues that they are facing due to the Lockdown, or for emergencies.
We will try to resolve issues regarding lack of food supplies/groceries, etc. as well as cater to medical needs
/ emergencies by connecting the elderly or incapacitated with doctors and GPs nearby and provide ambulance

services.”

BPP Trustee Kersi Randeria: “The Trustees were concerned about the
situation that has been forced upon the community members due to this
unprecedented and unexpected lockdown, given the fact that we have
an ageing community and many seniors, who stay on their own. The BPP
will play the leadership role in trying to create a centralized network and
establish a systematic connect between those who are in need of assistance
and the volunteers.

Our community members deserve due credit, as within almost every
colony, there are a number of volunteers helping those in need - food is
being provided to the helpless by concerned neighbours, Committee members are operating the water
pumps, external help is being sought to clean garbage, etc. What is most needed today is a concerted
and unified effort - a proper system in place with plans operating smoothly - all under one umbrella.
That is what BPP aims to provide - a centralized platform for effective and smooth coordination of all
volunteering efforts to ensure maximum results/benefits to community members.

The community needs doctors and other medical professionals to volunteer their services, as also those who can help in providing food
supplies and food, and volunteers to help our seniors. | request our community members to come forward and share their willingness to help the

BPP Installs DIRECT HELP LINE For Community Members

Dear Community Members,

Given the difficult times the world is currently going through with the fatal danger that the
dreaded COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) poses to the country in general, and our aging community in
particular, the BPP is taking several steps to proactively, positively and effectively address the issues
faced by our community members.

Our endeavours are aimed to help community members at multiple levels, to the best of our
ability and our resources, despite the extraordinary challenges posed by a nation under lockdown.

The BPP has installed DEDICATED HELP LINES for community members to reach out to us for
help/assistance on any issues that they are facing due to the Lockdown, or for emergencies.

We will try to resolve issues regarding lack of food supplies/groceries, etc. as well as cater
to medical needs/emergencies by connecting the elderly or incapacitated with doctors and GPs
nearby and provide ambulance services.

We endeavour to help to whatever extent we possibly can under these trying and difficult
circumstances.

BPP Chairman, Yazdi Desai: “In these troubled times, many do not know
whom to turn to for help and guidance and support. The BPP exists to serve
the community and is hereby reaching out to all our humdins who need help of
any kind. Stay home, stay safe and let us take care of yvour problems/needs.”

Kindly contact us, between 9:00am to 9:00pm, on these two numbers:

Ronny Patel: 9867946384 / Jimmy Merchant: 9819027857

The BPP is also in the process of setting up small groups of volunteers per settlement
{(Baug/Colony/Building) who will be accessible to help out resident community members as well as
those living close by. Community members who would like to volunteer in effacing the challenges
faced by our brethren are requested to connect with us on the same numbers.

We are also working on a Disaster Management Plan and request professionals, especially
doctors, to come forward and help our community members, during these challenging times.

We also request all members of the community to follow all government advisories in terms
of health safety for all.

Since no publications are being printed (as physical copies), we request you to forward this
message to as many people as you can, to ensure maximum circulation of this Dedicated Help Line,
which will prove to be of great help to those in need.

We hope to serve and resolve as many issues as possible for you!

Board of Trustees,

Bombay Parsi Punchayet

community by connecting with us on the mentioned phone numbers. BPP will play a crucial role, given the lockdown and limited resources we

have. In due time we hope to set up a well-knit system that will take care of the problems that the community faces. How far we will succeed

can’t be guaranteed, however everything we succeed in doing, will be a step in the right direction.”

As per the statement, the BPP is in the process of establishing small teams of volunteers attached to different Parsi settlements like Baug,
Colonies, buildings etc, to cater to its residents as well as community members living close to these. As per proximity, these volunteers will be
accessible to help out all who seek assistance on various levels - including food and grocery supplies; medical assistance and any other hardships
brought on by the lockdown. Community members who are in need as well as those who wish to volunteer during this crisis are requested to

connect with Ronny Patel: 9867946384 or Jimmy Merchant: 9819027857.

BPP Trustee Noshir Dadrawala: “There are many within our community who
are alone or physically incapacitated. Not having domestic help has added to
their woes from their most simple errands and needs to fear of being alone and
uncared for medical needs. The BPP’s dedicated Help Line is for such elderly
or incapacitated to reach out to us. BPP will in turn coordinate with dedicated
volunteers and try to alleviate their difficulties to the extent possible. We are
committed to playing an enabling and facilitating role. We cannot do it all. But,
we will try mobilize the resources human and otherwise to help our community
tide over this difficult time. We need every community member’s help to help
our community.”

any way you can, even if it is in as small a manner as calling and talking to someone who is alone and lonely. Please feel free
to pick up the phone and reach out to any of us or at the Helpline. Remember that to defeat this VIRUS, depends entirely on | and U. Stay well and Safe.”

BPP Trustee Armaity Tirandaz: “In these peculiarly trying times, we have to,
more than ever before, come together as a community to help and support each
other. In keeping with the unprecedented challenges imposed by the Lockdown,
especially on those who are struggling to meet their various needs on a
daily level or during emergencies, the BPP’s ‘Dedicated Help Line’ initiative
endeavours to provide succour to all community members. This Help Line will
form the crucial common platform or the bridge which will connect those in
need, with those who can help, in a systematic and coordinated manner. The
BPP stands by the community in its hour of need. | urge all our good Samaritans
and volunteers to connect with us as soon as possible so we can further fortify
our service efforts.”

BPP Trustee Xerxes Vispi Dastur: “We, at the BPP, are trying to ensure that the
Parsis in Mumbai, especially in the colonies, are safe and following government
protocol to the fullest. Let us, as a community, once again display the sense
of civic obedience and philanthropy we are famous for, in our country. It is
important that we realise the seriousness of the current situation and ensure
that we all individually play our parts. Today, the community needs to look after
the elderly and the financially challenged members. The BPP, along with the
respective colony associations, has set up a manner in which we can look after as
many people as possible. | would personally request each one of you to help in

BPP Trustee Viraf Mehta: “Even as BPP makes this effort, in the face of today’s challenges, to meet the needs and alleviate the
ordeals of community members, it is very important that each one of us, unfailingly does our duty, as an Indian citizen. Please
stay at home - do not wander out or send your children down to play, even within the colony boundaries - this deadly virus is
airborne and extremely contagious. Staying indoors and adhering strictly to Social Distancing is the need of the hour. It may
sound unpalatable but this is the only way to ensure that not just you and your family, but your entire colony and community
is protected from this unpredictable contagion which could suddenly consume us all, just as it has, abroad. | sincerely ask all
of us to stay protected by staying at home and maintaining the Social Distancing/ Isolation criteria.”
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n March 26, 2020,
Yazd Shahid Sadoughi
University Of Medical

Science, Iran received
the second humanitarian
package of medical supplies
and safety equipment, sent
to them through the support
of Indian Zoroastrians.
Over the past three weeks,
two containers of medical
supplies had been sent to
Iran, that has been facing a
major challenge controlling
the COVID-19 outbreak.

However, with denerous
community support, life-
saving medicines, masks,
surgical coveralls and gloves,
and also some ventilators,
were sent to Yazd. The
transport of supplies was
made possible by Mahan
Airlines, who ran emergency
flights when all local and
international flights were
suspended.

Dr. Hassan Rouhani,
President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, in a
videoconference with the
Governor of Yazd, praised the
Zoroastrians’ philanthropic
activities in the fight against
the Coronavirus.

Dr. Shernaz Cama has
been tirelessly working for
the community and creating
strong links with Iran,
especially in 2020 - the year
which celebrates 70 years
of diplomatic relationship
between the two nations.
We are proud that Dr. Cama
managed to reach out and
work with the backing of
the strength of the global
Zarthushti and humanitarian
community.

The task of facilitating
individuals who wanted to
support  this  worthwhile
cause, with the world
entering a huge challenge
in the form of the rapidly
spreading COVID-19 virus
was difficult and often
heart-breaking. Each day
brought bad news and yet
each day  strengthened
the positive responses and
resolve of a people who have
followed the principles of
Good Thoughts, Good Words
and most necessarily, Good
Deeds for all Creation.

Community News
Community Support For Iran During COVID-19 Crisis

1 -

We are firstly grateful
to Homi Gandhi, President,
FEZANA USA for his
initiatives and coordinating
the relief from Zoroastrians
who donated generously
from abroad. The generosity
of several Zoroastrians
around the world ensured
this was possible:

e Dr. Cyrus Poonawalla,
Adar Poonawalla, Serum
Institute and the team
of Dr. Dhere and Dureja,
Serum Institute, Pune

e Dr. Yusuf Hamied, Cipla,

London, and his team,
especially Mr. Jaiswal,
Cipla India

e Lord Karan Bilimoria Of
London

e Dr. Ali Chegeni,
Ambassador of lIran in
India

We must especlally thank:

+ Mr. Mohammed Hekmat,
Iranian Researcher
affiliated with Parzor and
working at the National
Museum Institute, Delhi,
for his constant support,
his communications with
Yazd, as well as his work
with the lranian Embassy
officials in Delhi and
officials in Iran

e Mr. Ali Moghari, Embassy
of Iran in India

e Dorab and Shernaz Mistry
of Singapore

e Homa Zartoshty USA of
the Zartoshty Brothers
Funds and Malcolm
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Deboo, President, ZTFE,
London

e Gaiv lrani, Vice President
and the Trustees of
the Iranian Zarthushti
Anjuman, Mumbai

e Shahin Bekhradnia, WZO,
UK

e Darayus S Motiwala,
President - WZ0O, UK

We are also deeply
grateful to those who
immediately rallied around

to help - Sanaya Nariman,
Darius Khambatta, Shireen
Sethna Baria, Anosh
Kelawala, Prof  Armaity
Desai, Dadi Pudumjee, Perin
Pudumjee Coyaji, Sarvar

Khambatta Chand, Delzine
Wankadia, Dinyar Patel,
Dorab R Sopariwala, Ervad
Jal Birdy, J.N. Amrolia,
Jehangir Cama, Kayomarsh
P Mehta, Pervin Jehangir,
Roshan and Rohinton
Rivetna, USA, Shernaz and
Farhaan Lala, Yasmin and
Jamshed Ghadiali USA, Yezad
Kapadia, Kersi Shroff, Anton
Zykov, Russia.

Last but not the least,

we must recognise the

enormous energy and

effort put In by:

e Mr. Sepanta Niknam,
President, Yazd
Zarthushti Anjuman. We
as a community must
applaud his dedication
to his people and the
hospital in Yazd

_ Shahid Sadoughi

3 University of Medical
Sciences

e Mr. Mohammad Hekmat

who has done all the
coordinating with Iranian

officials

e Kritika Mudgal for
coordinating all
contributions, purchases

and supply logistics across
India with several dealers

and pharmaceutical
companies

e Mahtab Irani for her

accountancy skills

= in keeping tallies of

o donation and expense
and support

e Mr. Rajiv Kumar of

Lucknow Medical

Agencies, Lajpat Nagar

for providing the medical
supplies and dealing with
so many different people
across the world

o Dr. Mohammad Reza
Mirjalili, President,

[Submitted by Mahtab Irani]

~= BOMBAY PARSI PUNCHAYET =
HAVE YOU RUN OUT OF
GROCERIES AND ARE
UNABLETO LOCATEA

GROCER?

ARE YOU WORRIED BECAUSE
YOUR TIFFIN SERVICE
STOPPED ABRUPTYLY?

DON’T PANIC!

CALL BPP’s ‘DIRECT HELP LINE’:

Ronny Patel: 9867946384 /
Jimmy Merchant: 9819027857

The BPP has installed DEDICATED HELP LINES for community
members to reach out to us for timely Help / Assistance on any issues
you are facing due to the Lockdown, or for emergencies.
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Ginger Turmeric Oranges
Blueberries Ginseng Tomatoes
Red Bell Peppers Broccoli Garlic
Apples Nuts Eggs
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Greek Yogurt
Dark Chocolate
Spinach

Raw Honey
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TechKnow With Tantra
SKIT

If you are a stickler for privacy or just curious to know which
of your apps does what, install Skit to view the insides of
each app. Skit allows you to view, at a glance, detailed
information about any app - when it was installed, when it
was last updated, what permissions it uses and what activities it performs, even
behind the scenes. It also gives you full control over your apps as also remove
any user application without any problems. The premium version provides more
features such as themes customization for eye safety, detailed statistics for all
applications and deletion and extraction of multiple user applications. So, if
you do not wish your game apps to access your camera, and they are doing it
surreptitiously, use Skit to find it out!

Android: http://bit.ly/2EnFTOU

WINNING CAPTION!!!

Puppy:

Compared to humans,
am | not wiser?

Look, I've diligently
used ‘SOAP and
SANITIZER'Y"

By Hoofriz Dotiwalla

Calling all our readers to caption this picture!
The wittiest caption will win a fabulous prize!
Send in your captions at editor@parsi-times.com by 15th April, 2020.

Thought of the Week

“Faith is the strength by which
a shattered world shall emerge
into the light.”

- Helen Keller
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Across Down

7 12 constellations (6) Tedium (7)
8 A habitual convict, more or less? 2 Radio (8)

(8) 3 Duty levied on goods entering a
9 Investigation (8) town ? (6)
10 Officers in training? (6) 4 Ata____ :below full or normal
11 Unorthodox or unconventional (8) price? (8)
12 Hidden or screened (6) 5 __ by: acts on or remains faithful
13 Organization (11) to? (6)
18 Old-fashioned (6) 6 An African country (7)
20 Enfeebled, debilitated (8) Managing director of Bombay
22 TennisstarAndre ___ (6) Dyeing and Go Air (8,5)
23 Tact orrefined taste (8) 14 Sketches, tells the story or plotin
24 Object of detestation (8) brief (8)
25 Obedient employee (3-3) 15 Cloudy (8)

16 Pulling laboriously (7)

17 British soldier (7)
19 Implanted items (6)
21 Mixtures of metals (6)

..~ Weekend Riddle

. Q: V\Fhat two things can you never eat for
: breakfast?
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Dr. Jasvi’s Numero
Tarot Predictions

(As Per Your Birth Month)

Parsi Times brings you
Dr. Jasvi’s column on her unique
Numero-Tarot monthly readings,
based on your month of birth:

January (Lucky No. 4; Lucky Card: Emperor): You know where your

destiny leads you to, but you are in search of the path. Slow down, be practical
and then move ahead. Remember, uitimately, only you are responsible for
your success. There will be no cause for concem this month. Just be in a state
of aware in the present moment.

February (Lucky No. 2; Lucky Card: High Priestess): You need
to stop alienating yourself from those around you. Emerge and enjoy your life.
Take care of your health. Share your problems with an experienced person.
You will receive clarity of thought. Take the time to introspect and ponder the
reasons you have not achieved that which you aim for.

March (Lucky No. 19; Lucky Card: Sun): You will be blessed
with success and victory in all your endeavours, this month. Don't allow
confusions to get the better of you. This month showers you with blessings
from the Divine Mother. All tasks will become possible now. Make the right
choices and decisions. Whatever you want, you will be able to manifest with
meditation.

April (Lucky No. 21; Lucky Card: World): This is the time for you to
resolve your situations that you are confronted with. Be true to who you are -
elegant, smart and intelligent. Learn to shoulder your responsibility, instead
of unning away from it. Spend quality time with your family.

May (Lucky No. 17; Lucky Card: Star): Keep in mind that everything
that glitters is not gold. Be careful in taking decisions. An automatic balance
will resume across all areas in your life. Your finances would peak in this
month. Despite sitting at home and not doing much, you will receive great
support in the form of divine blessings.

June (Lucky No. 11; Lucky Card: Justice): Life is beautiful - leam
to take the world in your stride. Be happy with what you have instead of
complaining about what is missing. Overall, this will be a happy month for
those bom in June. The Universe is granting you opportunities to start working
on changing your life for the better.

July (Lucky No. 10; Lucky Card: Wheel Of Fortune): Change is
permanent - so leam to accept change. Focus on moving ahead in life. Forget
the little heartburns you have encountered. This is the best time for you to
start working on your self-healing. Connecting with yourself within and with
others, will empower you further. Financially, this is a very good month for
girls/women born in July.

August (Lucky No. 1; Lucky Card: Magician): Leamn to bring
balance to the situations you face. All days will not be the same. Remember
that an end is compulsory for fresh, new beginning. Don’t overstretch
yourself. Heal your fears, low self-esteem and fill yourself with confidence
and courage.

September (Lucky No. 5; Lucky Card: Hierophant): Praysincerely
to the almighty and He will guide you onto the path to your destination. You
will experience a great paradox and realise that though emotions tell you the
truth, these cannot be trusted. Try to stabilize your emotions by wearing pearl
or silver. Don’t waste water. There is help and support all around - you simply
need to believe and reach out.

October (Lucky No. 8; Lucky Card: Strength): Health is wealth
- keep this firmly in mind. A good and sound sleep is the key to your good
health. Avoid giving in to unnecessary negative thoughts at night. Get over
the feeling of being neglected or undervalued by others. You have nothing to
worry about. Just go it one day at a time, and one action at a time.

November (Lucky No. 3; Lucky Card: Empress): This month,
simply follow your intuitions. This is going to be a very healthy time for you.
Believe in magic. Focus on your goals. Commit yourself in giving it your all and
your best and then watch success unfold!

December (Lucky No. 6; Lucky Card: Lovers): Itis time for you to
clear up your confusions. Sudden, short travel is indicated. Love is in the air.
Emotionally, you will feel secure and content.
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The Virus And Hollywood

PT Film Critic, Hoshang Katrak takes a look at some films,
which had a ‘virus’ as the central theme!

s the continents
(Antarctica excluded)
of our planet grapple

with the lethal and unseen
enemy, one’s thoughts dwell
on Hollywood’s fascination for
the unknown... While the perils
of viral annihilation has been
the subject matter of many
films, one would have thought
that a pessimist genre would
not work commercially for the
film industry. But Hollywood
has always developed the
knack for adapting stories
with a few jump-scares and
churning them out as horror or
sci-fi films. After all, ‘Fear is
what gives life meaning’, goes
a line in the 1989 vampire film
- ‘Dance of the Damned’.

The first film on the subject
would, in all probability, be the
70-minute, 1924, silent movie
- ‘The Last Man on Earth’.
The title tells you half the
story - that of a plague which
has wiped out most of the
male species. It was produced
by Fox Film Corporation and
inspired by Mary Shelley’s
1826 book, ‘The Last Man’.
Incidentally, it was also the
first film to depict a woman as
the President of the USA!

Let’s analyse, in brief,
two American films which
had ‘virus’ as its theme.
Both were directed by Oscar-
winning directors. The 2011
‘Contagion’ is perhaps the
best known on the subject
and if one goes by social
media comments, it has been
revisited by movie buffs within
the last couple of months.
Directed by the redoubtable
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Soderbergh
Brockovich, Ocean’s
/ Twelve / Thirteen) with a
screenplay by Scott Burns,
it's about a woman (Gwyneth

Paltrow) who returns from
Hong Kong via Chicago and
infects her young son too,
with an unknown virus.

While both perish, the
husband (Matt Damon) is
surprisingly immune to the
disease. Kate Winslet is the
hands-on doctor and Marion
Cotillard is sent by the World
Health Organisation to Hong
Kong to investigate. The star-
studded cast includes Jude
Law as an opportunist blogger
and Laurence Fishburne as
the fall-guy scientist. The
105-minute film had eerie
coincidences in the disease
being transmitted from bats
to pigs to humans, economies
collapsing, besides its share
of conspiracy theories.
It is debatable whether
‘Contagion’ was inspired by
the 1995 novel of the same
name, by Robin Cook, but it
was indeed surprising that
the film didn’t garner a single
Oscar nomination.

The second, and relatively
lesser known film is the 1971
‘The Andromeda Strain’.
Directed by four-time Oscar
recipient, Robert Wise (West
Side Story, The Sound of
Music), it tells the story of
an organism which reaches
Earth when the space satellite
lands in Piedmont, a remote
town in New Mexico. All the
inhabitants of the town,
except an alcoholic and a

six-month-old baby, perish.
Four scientists are enlisted to
stop the growth of the micro-
organism and to stop humanity
from extinction. In its time, it
was the most credible monster
of all as quarantined scientists
race against the clock to find
a vaccine to fight the unseen
enemy - a self-producing virus
since isolation of the bug
was paramount for the lab
scientists.

BASED ON THE NOVEL BY
MICHAEL CRICHTON

THE
ANDROMEDA STRAIN

The  131-minute  sci-fi
thriller was based on author-
screenwriter- producer-
director Michael Crichton’s
1969 book of the same name.
Crichton later also went on to
write ‘Jurassic Park’ in 1990
and ‘Rising Sun’ two years
later. While the cast comprised
unknown actors, the film was
notable for a couple of reasons
- it cost six million dollars to
make and was nominated for
two Oscars - Best Art/Set/
Production Design and Best
Editing. Director Robert Wise's
attention to detail included
specially constructing an
underground studio set in
Universal’s biggest sound
stage. All equipment was real,
no artificial props were used.
While both films depicted the
scientists as deep-thinking,
rational human beings,
Crichton, in The Andromeda
Strain, poses the question -
‘What is paramount, science
or humanity?’

Coming back to Covid-19,
nothing could be further from
the truth!
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12 WZC 2022 Logo Competition Results Announced

he organizing committee
of the 12th World
Zoroastrian Congress is

happy to announce the results
of the Logo Design Competition
that was held recently. Over
175 entries were received from
all over the world for the 12
WZC Logo Design Competition.
The jury deliberated over these
entries for over two weeks

Nazanin and daughter - Kiana.
Shahin runs his own design
business and is self-employed.

Besides the 12WIC logo,
Shahin is also the designer of all
the logo graphics and affiliate
designs for the 17th Zoroastrian
Games 2020. (You can see his
work at  http://instagram.
com/2020zgames).

and finally announced USA-
based Shahin Khosraviani as the
winner of the logo competition

Shahin Khosraviani was born
and raised in Tehran, Iran. He
graduated from Art University
of Tehran with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Graphic Design
in 1998. Since then, he has
worked with several prestigious
companies in Iran such as Chaie
Goleshtam and Borgward Co.
He currently resides in Fairfax,
Virginia, USA, with his wife -

ZAGNY would like to thank
the Logo Design Competition,

the esteemed Jury Members
- Alisha Shroff (Hong Kong); Karl
Desai  (Sydney); Rayomand
J. Patell (Mumbai; Shazneen

all the 175 participants of - Arzan

12TH WORLD ZOROASTRIAN CONGRESS 2022
BriDGING THE GLOBAL ZARATHUSHTI EXISTENCE

Kong); and Jury Coordinator a member association of
Sam Wadia (New the Federation of Zoroastrian
York). For details and other Associations of North
as well as share gratitude to information, log on to www.
wzc2022.com

America  (FEZANA). It s
scheduled to be held in July
2022, in New York City. For

The 12th World Zoroastrian  further updates, check the
Congress will be hosted by  website: www.wzc2022.com
Gandhi (Los Angeles); Tinaz the Zoroastrian Association of
Karbhari (Auckland and Hong Greater New York (ZAGNY),

Forgive Us, God!
By Guishan D. Morawala

With arms akimbo, Mother Nature stands,
Surveying her vast and lovely lands,

She nods her head and then she smiles

Watching her children make merry - mile after mile

She knows her Creator is truly hurt,

She knows He has passed all His mirth,

She has sent warnings, which the human ignores -
In our pride, we failed to hear her implores.

A wee little rascal spreads terror in the world,
Every country is attacked, all is in a whirl!
There's frenzy, fear, as things get out of control,
As this invincible rascal is still on a wicked stroll!

Humans are now caged in their homes,

How they had locked nature, they'd never known.
They grabbed spaces which belonged to the wild,

To make more space for themselves and their pride.

So, in retreat and cramped, Mother Nature lived,
With all her offspring, miffed and peeved.
But when things reached the zenith,

. God took charge - He unleashed His wrath forthwith!

Now as the world is in retreat,

Mother Nature and her kids are out on the streets,
With no humans to frighten or shoo them away,
They are enjoying in frolic and fun and play.

The birds are singing louder on trees,

The air is fresh, there is a cool breeze.

Pollution has plummeted, atmosphere is clean,
The horizon now, can be clearly seen.

The trees look happy, the leaves - fresh and green,
And the flowers look beautiful, all colourful and clean.
No smoke, no dust, no noise to shatter the air,

Mother Nature and all Hers’ are ecstatic everywhere.

The oceans and seas and rivers too,
Now look translucent, so clean and blue;
The fish and all marine life -

Joyous and relieved - have come alive!

Us humans should be ashamed of the harm we've
caused

With no regard for the Creator, we just onward forged,
Destroying and Killing what was best for us -

We plundered, we messed, all without fuss.

It is never too late to go down on our knees,
And with folded hands, send up our pleas,
Asking our Father to forgive us this once,
And assure him of our love and reverence.

He has punished us, but with a heart that is sad,
He was forced upon this, and for Him this was bad,
If we together stand and acknowledge our fault,
Maybe this devastation could come to a halt?

Let us together wipe away God's tears,
Let us once again become His dears,
Let us in reverence ,before Him, stand,
Let us walk with Him, hand-in-hand.

Forgive us, Dear God, for the sins we made,

Forgive us for hurting You upto this date,

Forgive us for our pride , which we wish to atone,
Please God, forgive us yet again, make us your own.

When People Were Home!
By Samanaz

When people were h;gjmggr —
The birds flew around,

The butterflies colourful,
Plentifully abound!

When people were home,

| could hear the swaying of the trees,
The blossoming of the flowers,

The buzzing of the bees!

When people were home,
Dolphins swam across the sea,
The music of the waves,

Was as beautiful as could be!

When people were home,
The air was so pure,

The fragrance of the lilies,
Uff, yeh dil maange more!

When people were home,
The sky was clearly so blue,
Pollution was defeated,

It was too good to be true!

When people were home,
And time stood still,
Mother Earth’s heart
With compassion was filled!

For all of earth’s creatures,
Big and small,
Reclaimed their lost territori
Once and for all!
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Lucky Dates: 5, 6, 9, 10.

Venus’ rule till 13th April advises you to deliver
on the promises you have made to others. Ifyou
are unable to deliver your promises, then do
ask for some time. Financially, you might end
up spending nearly twice the amount you're
saving. Even so, you will not face any financial
constraints. You will be able to expand your
business. Pray to Behram Yazad daily.

Taurus - qu®

¢l.4.6.

gsedl Bz g dlal

yadlopl s udar otendl 57

A5l Heedl o724l v 524l d2q

et 5H1] AL AHIRL U EHIEAL 69l HAAM
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2ddl. 22dlar Ml AIR olduIH Aoe <l BRIl
504, 954ddl dL. 0%, 09, 04, 10 8.

Lucky Dates: 04, 07, 08, 10.

Venus' ongoing rule will help resolve any
challenging tasks easily. You will earm as much
as you spend. You will be able to retrieve your
debts from others. Couples will share a great
understanding with each other and will share
a good relationship. Pray to Behram Yazad
daily.

Gemini - My«
5.9.4,
e A3l [azal 93 uddl 8.
ddl dwiiEl o7 yel el wddl §
d wadl usel, sl suoidHi
Al adl s7dl, 4qt s Haaui
Azl ol [l azgdl swEl
Hoed] asal, Aloraani we il adl sedl. gwdisr
‘oldud une <l wiIadl ROA. Yseddl AL o,
0%, OF, 10 9,

Lucky Dates: 05, 06, 09, 10.

The start of Jupiter’s rule helps you to correct
any mistakes. Financial conditions will
continue to improve. You will be successful
in getting new work projects. Your friend will
prove beneficial. Health will continue to get
better. Pray to Behram Yazad daily.
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Lucky Dates: 04, 06, 07, 08.

Rahu’s ongoing rule will pose challenges in
executing your work. Expenses could increase.
You could end up spending ten times the
amount of money, but even this will not bring
you peace of mind. You could get emotionally
swindled out of your money. You will be
consumed with worries. Pray the Mah Bokhtar
Nyaish daily.

Leo - s

.2,

adl e g dlaEl
ARl s il a5
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ur’ Gued. ys«ddl d. o, oz, oe, 10 8.

Lucky Dates: 05, 06, 09, 10.

Jupiter's ongoing rule helps you complete
all your tasks with ease. Financially there
will be no cause for concern. You could get
anonymous help at the last moment. You will
get the blessings of those you have helped
along the way. Indulging in charitable works
will bring you peace of mind. You will work
extra to cater to the wants of your family. Pray
the Sarosh Yasht daily.
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y.s.L1.
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gl il elausdd s sl
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09 9,

Lucky Dates: 04, 05, 06, 07.

Jupiter's ongoing rule nudges you towards
doing good for others. You will be able to get
money easily. Squabbles in the family will
reduce. You will be able to cater to the needs
of your family and keep them happy. You will
get unexpected wealth. Pray the Sarosh Yasht
daily.

A Libra - qau

?.c.
aleedl Bezan g ciaell daxr
a Al sl 2 «dl ae, vilzl
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HiedEts el e uzsid 29l il sigzsiEl dlod
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MuIeA. Ysddl dl. ou, s, 04, 10 9.

Lucky Dates: 05, 06, 08, 10.

Saturn’s ongoing rule will pose challenges
in succeeding even in the smallest tasks.
Your mind could get clouded with negative
thoughts. Drive or ride your vehicle with great
caution. You will feel distressed mentally and
physically. Even the slightest slip in precaution
could affect your health. Pray the Moti Haptan
Yasht daily.

e Scorpio - gfs
% ol
t! Bal ol wsulur oadl

(el iz 52l oiisl

9, AL Qulidl Yl HoEal
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Gell 524, Sedizeiez 2@ 520, [Bslldl Hee
yodl 289l €@ ‘udz Alaimla’ @A,
aseddl dl, 09, 0¢, 06, 10 9.
Lucky Dates: 07, 08, 09, 10.
With the last 2 weeks remaining under
Mercury's rule, you would need to put in
efforts to retrieve money from your debtors.
Helping out family members or friends could
prove to come back to harm you. Ensure to
make investments. Your friends will continue
to help you. Pray the Meher Nyaish daily.

Sagittarius - 4«
0.8, 5. 2.
oftiell Eezon g il o2 uul
s 5200 AMl olffR Al s
Rell w59l Had, Bl dzedl
gzl qad, gzl «dl o geq qzudl sl
UM URIH orelledl Aledd B, orul UBL SIH 53l
gl il digidl s1H40 20 1ol sisee] 2disr
ez dlain’ e, gs4ddl dL 0w, ou,
o€, 10 8.
Lucky Dates: 04, 05, 09, 10.
Mercury's ongoing rule suggests that you
will achieve success in all areas where you
apply your intelligence. Your friends will prove
beneficial. You will be able to make new
purchases for the house. Travel is indicated.
Your colleagues will be supportive of you.
Starting today, pray the Meher Nyaish daily.

Capricorn - s

Horedl Eezau 2ug il «iedl

ollolddl Azl »udl sl
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Lucky Dates: 04, 05, 09, 10.

Mars’ ongoing rule will make you get angry
over the smallest matters. Your temper will
lead to your work getting spoilt/undone...,
Avoid making any iron or electronic purchases.
Expenses will increase due to sudden repairs
needed at home. Keep yourself mentally calm
and avoid negative thoughts. Pray the Tir Yasht
daily.

Aquarius - &

2.21.3.

Agell ezl g daedl o wal
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Lucky Dates: 04, 05, 07, 08.

The Moon’s ongoing rule suggest that you
think twice before making decisions. A desired
person will come to meet you. You will be
successful in financial transactions. You will be
able to make investments. Worries related to
the elderly will reduce. You will be able to make
necessary purchases for the home. Financial
benefits are indicated. Pray the 34th Name,
‘Ya Beshtarna’, 101 times daily.

Pisces - al«

£.4.25.9.3.
w157 el 518+l [ yededl ez aumi
el gl oidl 9. Gzl »adddl
[tz dd Hdl gl wiud. adaasidl
dbtddl B adll sedl. 24l wifiadl =igdl
[eetzil ded @il »tud. dxEl sieglees adl
sril, 2zbal sl g 57 asal. i msalsam
CEY <M Ul TUHE WA UL GlclReAl 10941
oA, gsdddl d. 09, oc, oe, 10 9,
Lucky Dates: 07, 08, 09, 10.
Today and tomorrow are the last two days
under the rule of the Sun. The descending
rule of the Sun could cause headaches. Your
worries for the health of the elderly could
increase. The Moon’s rule starting 6th April will
bring you much relief and mental peace. Your
confidence will rise. You will be able to restart
your stalled projects. In this week, along with
the 96th Name, ‘Ya Rayomand’, also pray the
34th Name, ‘Ya Beshtarna’, 101 times daily.
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M . &, 32au Hlaa wel, 62, Hold 1.
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Special Feature

The Six Secrets 0f Well-Being In Difficult Times

RUBY LILAOWALA

few decades ago,
‘Corona’ referred to
a shoe company. | am

talking of the days when TV
had not yet come to India
and hence the only powerful
medium of advertising was
the radio. Whether it was All
India Radio or Radio Ceylon or
Vividh Bharati, the ‘Corona’
shoe advertisement blasted
like this in Hindi - ‘Corona Ke
Jootey, Jo Ghiss Toh Saktey
Hain, Lekin Fatt Nahi Sakte’,
meaning, Corona shoes may
get worn out, but will never
tear.

Today, the word ‘Corona’,
has a completely different
connotation. It’s the proper-
noun of a virus which hits
like a flu but is much more
deadly. The TV and social-
media spread it emotionally
into everyone’s psyche and so
many people panic, “Arrey!
Everyone will get it! There's
no escape!!”

But not everyone gets it. If
you’ve noticed, some people
catch every bug in town
while others never seem to
fall ill. It’s partly the luck of
the genetic draw and partly
a matter of good habits and
diets. But doctors are paying
more attention to ways in
which your attitude can
improve your resistance.

Although its  common
knowledge that stress affects
your body’s ability to fight
illness, new studies suggest
that the way you handle stress
is more important. Indeed,
medical evidence points to six
emotional traits that may help
protect you, not only from
minor ailments like the cold,
the flu and harmless viruses
but even from major ones like
cancer and heart diseases.

The First Secret - The
Unsinkable Spirit: Having
the determination to rise

to a challenge helps in the

fight against sickness. |It’s

what Dr. Kenneth Pelletier
calls the “hardiness factor”.
In his book, ‘Sound Mind,

Sound Body’, Dr. Pelletier
interviewed 50 successful and
healthy people to find the
common threads in their life.
In addition to good habits like
not smoking, good diet and
exercise, they all treated any
stress as a challenge, rather
than a negative event. For eg.,
say, if you lose your job, you
can treat it as a disaster or a
chance to refocus your career.
Conversely, depression makes
it more difficult to recover
from illness. You know how and
when you are down and low
on energy. Well, your body’s
defence mechanisms react in
much the same way!

The Second Secret - Taking
Charge: A fighting spirit
may provide the necessary
motivation, but what is called
‘active coping’ puts the spirit
into action. Think of a situation
such as major staff cutbacks
in your office. One person
may think it is an outrage but
choose to do nothing, while

F

another will actively look for
cost-cutting measures. This
take-charge attitude has been
linked to better chances of
beating disease. Studies of
breast-cancer and melanoma

patients found that active
copers had better survival
rates. Your active coping

means you believe you can
take control.

The Third Secret - Knowing
Your Exact Feelings: Being
out of touch with your feelings
is no better than harbouring
angry ones. According to
psychologists, people seem
to be at a greater risk of
disease when they are unable
to express themselves in
emotional terms and instead
express themselves in terms
like, “l have got a knot in my
tummy” or “l am upset”.

The Second Secret — A Sense
of Humour: Your anxiety or
anger will dissolve in the face
of a good laugh. In fact, it is
a very good stress-buster!
Being able to laugh at yourself
as well as ridiculing other
people is definitely health-
enhancing. See comedy films

-

and TV shows or read a joke
book. Without the ability to
laugh at ourselves, we might
be destroyed by our family
conflicts, our lame deceptions
and our own stupid mistakes.
Seeing comedy in most
situations in life tells you that
you can forgive yourself and
one another for inadequacies.
Be simple like children,
they’re always laughing!

The Fifth Secret - Absence
of Malice: This is a crucial
requirement. Studies show
that people who carry a
lot of hostility are highly
susceptible to heart disease.
People who are hostile only
harm themselves. It serves no
purpose!

The Sixth and Last Secret -
‘Altruism’: Altruistic behaviour
has a beneficial effect on both
mental and physical health and

is correlated to having a longer
lifespan. By transcending our
needs to help others, we
boost our happiness to another
level. Use whatever resources
you have to make others
happy and you’ll be walking
on clouds. Being selfish and
so-called upwardly mobile has
unfortunate side-effects like
fragmenting communities. A
lifetime spent in just chasing
money is a waste unless you

have enjoyed some of it with
family and friends and also
done a bit of charity.

We have created most of
our unhappiness by harbouring
and nurturing wrong-thinking.
Take a mental about-turn
and keep moving forward,
seeing new sights and new
experiences in new ways! That
way, you’'ll enjoy the journey
of life, Corona or no Coronal
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elcome, dearest
&;Q; world, to 2020!
Fearful, anxious,
panic stricken - are we? Think
back, to how long we have
been plundering, corrupting
and marauding it! It took a tiny
virus to bring us to our knees,
to understand how copiously
vulnerable we are, despite all
our advancement in medicine
research and technology.

The globe is going through
a healthcare catastrophe, the
sort unprecedented. While
COVID-19 rules, the world, as
we know it, will soon cease to
exist. The two World Wars put
together dim in comparison
to the devastation this virus
has been and will continue to
dispense, in its wake. Frazzled
trade, fragmented economises,
dizzy governments, the world
at large will take years to
get back its balance. Losses
will be unprecedented, chaos
insurmountable, life as we know
it - changed, with this chapter
as the worst yet recorded, in
the annals of history.

You can call it an apocalypse,
even say that Armageddon
has arrived at our doorstep.
Astrologers had predicted,
numerologists had ascertained,
books had been written, and
movies had hinted... but in 2020,
we sure are living it. Whether
the coronavirus pandemic is an
oversight is debatable, but a
warning it definitely is!
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Nature’s Nasty Nudge
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science and technology into
weapons for the conquest of
the world - land, seas and skies
included! Yes, this conquest
has brought tremendous gain,
profit and advancement, no
doubt, but along the way, we
have committed immense and
unforeseen atrocities - wiping
out the rich variety of life, filling
our land with toxic poisons
and the seas with plastic, oil
and deleterious pollutants.
For decades, we have killed
and forced to extinction wild
animals and plants, insects,
birds, fish and other countless
forms of life on land, rivers,
lakes and seas... all without a
violent response.

Patient Zero emanated
from a notorious wet market
in Wuhan, where species of
animals are kept in shameful,
unhygienic state of miserable
imprisonment, slaughtered,
eaten. While a smorgasbord
of dogs are boiled alive; bats
are relished - served on sticks,
like lollipops or skewered;
kittens slaughtered; rats fried
and giant snakes carved for
human consumption! Bears,
tigers, wolf cubs, crocodiles
and turtles are not spared
either! Hygiene standards are
trociou% _.g}rq;sfcorltawgltion

to ‘Gaia’, earth describes it as
the mother of the gods and wife
of heavens, meant to nourish
every single plant and being.
The ancient Greeks were not
alone in venerating the Earth.
Many other ancient civilizations
and pre-modern people thought
of the Earth as their Mother and
the source of the entire natural
world around us. The disdain
and disrespect we have shown
this bounty, with our obsessive
dominance, plodding ahead
without a thought or fear of
our excessive thieving spirit,
has finally caught up with us. It
took a nasty nudge, but nature
has shown us how fragile and
naked we really are.

Under the regime of the
coronavirus, we have awaked
to a new world. Nature decided
on some gun-slinging of her
own, from the shoulders of
this virus, while she decided to
put a stop with this one-sided
persecution and molestation.
The machinery of the world is
brought to a grinding halt, but
will this panic and feeling of
vulnerability suffice? Or will it
be forgotten on the heels of a
vaccine? Are we to revert back

to our narcissistic arrogance?
This is a revolutionary time in
the history of all mankind. We
need to pause and understand
the lessons we have learnt.
Are we capable of imagining a
world where the highest ideal
of all society is the welfare of
its people, in conjunction with
nature?

While we cower under
the fear of this pandemic -
life, the future, all of nature

S
has awakened. With more of
us indoors, the outdoors is
flourishing. The sky more blue,
the grass - greener, and the
birds chirpier! While the whole
world is on a sabbatical, it
seems the earth
is  awakening
to a new
dawn. Looks
like our today,
tomorrow
and months
to follow may
drift solely on
telecommuting.
We are suddenly
free from the
19t century
shackles of
working  from
behind a desk
for a few
appointed
numbers of hours, at which
we are expected to sit, much
like our children in schools.
We rise to alarm clocks, get
into cars, belch carbon into the
environment; and alternating
between working and goofing
off, we clock our hours to a
monotonous day.

For many of wus the
coronavirus has nearly been
liberating, even amidst the
quarantines! How awful that

isn’t it, that for the first time

it took a threat of a global
pandemic for us to take
advantage of  technology
that has existed for years!
How cowardly of us not to
have demanded this freedom
earlier. Our children are freed
from classrooms, adults from
unnecessary office space, the
roads from spewing pollutants
and the worlds for a moment,
from this human infestation,
everywhere you look. Ironic,

the earth is breathing, while we
are struggling for breath?

What if we never went back?
Shocking!  Incomprehensible!
But why? What if this was to
be our new norm. Under the
coronavirus, we wake with the
sun, we take leisurely mornings;
we fit our work around our
children, spouses and families.
Instead of spending precious
hours away from family, now
we work, play, create and find
things to do together. There is
fear, but we are leaning towards
a quiet hush all around... none
of that unnecessary scurry and
noisy cancers of our modern-
day living. For all those office
drones, imagine  mornings
waking up to the sun and
spending each day, doing at
each moment, what you would
most want to do! That could be
ours, if only we can imagine it.
A world where going to work
becomes a strange anachronism
from a dimly remembered past
and spending time with family
and friends feels ridiculously
dood, no matter  how
spectacular its dysfunction!

With the COVID-19, mankind
will lose, but humanity may
prevail!
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