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Editorial

Dear Readers,

If nothing else, the extended lockdown,
brought on by the Pandemic, has forced even
the not-very-reflective kind of fellow beings amongst us (you
know, the ones who proudly dismiss any deeper conversations,
with a boastful - ‘I’m not really the meditating type’) to ponder
life beyond the here and now. In Parsi terms... that’s thinking
beyond what’s for dinner tonight. Then again, | don’t mean to
validate our worry warts, on the other side of the wall, into
subjecting friends and family to their analysis-paralysis.

Whichever side of the wall you belong to, or even if you're
simply sitting on it, a la Humpty Dumpty, there’s no escaping
those three words, which seem to occupy increasing space in our
minds. If they don’t, they should, in keeping with all that extra
time on hand, as the M’tra government yet again extends our
already-extended lockdown, till the month-end. And now, for
those three words - ‘What Really Matters’.

With the world order changing, on many levels - irreversibly, this
is a good time to ponder your greatest truths, as we grapple to first
define the ‘new normal’ and then adapt to it. Reprioritisations
will happen on all levels - personal, professional and social.
For those still struggling to find direction or answers, asking

yourself repeatedly, ‘What Really Matters?’, will clear a lot of
cobwebs, and maybe help you get rid of a few unwanted spiders!

As we are thrust into battling, what psychologically qualifies as
mankind’s two worst fears - uncertainty and death - the only
peace and order we will know, will have to come from within,
to quell the chaos on the outside. That would need you to, in
layman’s terms, level with yourself, and that starts with figuring
out What Really Matters to you. When you’ve unveiled your
answers, you will know how to realign yourself - in thought and
in deed, and in doing so, you will have saved yourself a lot of
present and future regret.

For those with the extra time on hand, and for those without,
make it a point to have that crucial self-talk starting with those
three words, which might very well turn out to be the three
most important words to help you take back that wheel and
shape your destiny.

| look forward to your feedback and suggestions.
Have a good and safe weekend!

- Anahita
anahita@parsi-times.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Prisoners Of
The COVID War!

Days are passing by and we stand still here. With a prayer in
our heart we see the world struggling, we see the world healing,
we see the world sobbing. Never had anybody imagined that
stepping out of our houses would be life threatening. We have
become prisoners without doing any crime. Looking out of the
window reminds us of the carefree days that we have lived but
taken for granted. Those memories are soon interrupted by the
sirens of the ambulances passing every minute. That sound is a
wake-up call for all to not take anything for granted - be it our
freedom, nature or anyone working for us.

There are many who still work, day and night to keep us
safe and protected. The stress and worry their families face, is
beyond imagination. Respecting them is the least that anyone
can do. Panic, confusion, anxiety, depression are overtaking the
human mind. This fire of panic is fuelled by the spread of fake
news, rumours, and careless forwarding of messages that tamper
with our feeble minds. Being mindful about all our actions is the
need of the hour. Having to do all the household chores has made
us realize that no job is big or small. Not meeting our friends and
dear ones has made us realise how important these relations,
which we so easily take for granted, are. Connecting with them
via various social media platforms gives us a sense of happiness
but their warm hugs are irreplaceable.

The world is healing, our lives are changing, but the hope of
being free again is still in every prisoners’ heart. Our senses are
still tingling in anticipation of experiencing freedom yet again
and being safe outdoors. As we stand here, united in spirit, to
fight this war, we know that it is not going to be easy. However, it
is this unity and humanity that will help us get through this rough
patch. We have to bear the rain to see the rainbow.

- By Parishad Randeria

Good Job, PT!

I would like to thank and commend Team Parsi Times
for constantly serving the community with wonderful and
comprehensive news for more than past 5-6 weeks inspite of the
Lockdown, when most papers have reduced their pages by half!
Though nothing compares to holding the newspaper in the hands
for the real pleasure of reading, the digital E-paper which Parsi
Times shares every Saturday is a total treat for us.

Last week’s Mother’s Day Contest Winners brought tears
to my eyes as | read the poem dedicated to a mother who has
passed away, and it reminded me of my own sweet mother. Every
page is a joy to read - the news content is global and our small
community is able to know what is going on with the rest of us in
other parts of the world. PT has truly become popular worldwide
- USA, UK, Canada, Australia or New Zealand - it reaches our
community everywhere in the world!

What | appreciate most is that it is not preachy and always
to the point. The features are very enjoyable - with excellent
writers like Noshir Dadrawala, Daisy Navdar, Ruby and Dara
Khodaiji. Even celebrities like Cyrus Broacha’s column makes us
laugh away every month - do try to get him to write more often!
Editor Anahita Subedar’s editorials are superb and always leave
food for thought - one of the things | look forward to in PT is the
Reader’s Corner page as it brings forward Parsi writing talent
within our midst.

Thank you from me and my family to PT for making our
weekend mornings so enjoyable for all in the family. Keep up
the great work! Here’s wishing that the virus curve flattens soon
and we can all breathe freely again and | can get to hold the PT
newspaper soon on my Saturday mornings.

- Jaloo Jamshed Patel
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Thought of the Week

“Motivation is what gets you
started. Habit is what keeps you
going.”

-Jim Rohn
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In Loving Memory Of
Late NERGISH NOSHIR BHARUCHA

21.11.1938 TO 07.05.2020

TRIBUTE

Born in 1938 in a Zoroastrian family Late Mrs Nergish Noshir Bharucha (82) was a very honourable,
. God fearing, pious lady. She lost her mother in her early childhood and was brought up by her elder
| sister’s family, as her father was a guard in the railways and was always on the move. Nergish always
talked highly of her brother-in-law Late Shapurji and her sister Late Tehmina for taking care of her
\ in her childhood. In 1963, Nergish married the love of her life the Late Noshir Bharucha and settled
' in her husband’s hometown of Amalner where she contentedly resided in a joint family. In 1964
. she was blessed with a baby boy Yezdi and in 1969 with a baby girl Yasmin. Blessed with four
| loving grandchildren, both Nergish and Noshir had the honour of celebrating their 50" wedding

. anniversary. The religious couple in their lifetime got numerous “Varasyaji” initiated into the
| Zoroastrian faith at several Parsi Fire Temples in India. Twice Nergish held presidency of the
| local Gujarati Mahila Mandal of Amalner, where she was able to carry out many social welfare
| activities bettering the lives of those in need. Nergish was known to be an exceptionally sporting
| and courageous lady, credited of touring the entire North and South India by road. Always excited
to explore she was fortunate enough to have travelled to Australia, New Zealand and Singapore,
creating many joyful memories along the way. Loved and respected by all relatives and friends, she
peacefully left for her heavenly abode on 7" May 2020 in the early hours of the morning. We will
all stay passionate when remembering the life she lived and continue to happily honour her legacy.

/ Wife of Late Noshir Jehangirji Bharucha. Daughter of Late Alamai & Late Jamshedji Khajotia. Daughter-
~ ~ inlaw of Late Banubai & Late Jehangirji Bharucha. Mother of proud Yezdi & Yasmin. Mother-inlaw of
Jasmine & Phiroze. Grandmother of Anahita, Mahtab, Sheriyar & Zeeniyar. Parent-in-law of Rusi & Khorshed

@ s ) Asundaria and Late Dina & Late Hoshang Mehta. Sister of Late Freny Rustam Bharucha, Late Tehmina Shapurji
A2 Hansotia, Khushru Jamshedji Khajotia & Dhun Kersi Battiwalla. Sister-in-law of Late Mehru Kersi Bhagat and Armaity

Khushru Khajotia, Late Jimmy & Late Khorshed Bharucha, Dinyar Marzban Bharucha, Late Rustam & Roshan Bharucha,

Late Jahabux & Late Hilla Bharucha. Masi of Late Roda & Late Bomi, Zarine & Late Adi, Gulshan & Adil, Percy & Kashmira and

Cyrus & Neha. Niece-in-law of Late Dr. Pesi & Gul Bharucha and Late Dosu & Late Jimmy Jamadar. Fui of Jamshyd & Burzin. Grand masi of Karl, Marc, Dilshad, Zubina,
Khushnum, Pashin, Mehtab, Shiraz, Sanaya, Eric, Jerastin, Vikhiz, Amavand & Shaizad, Pakhi. Aunty of Zubin, Hutoxi & Meherzad, Kashmira, Coomi & Cyrus. Cousin-sister of
Sheroo Dhala, Late Jamshed Dhala, Coomi, Jal, Ruumi & Zubin Daruwalla, Azmi & Vispi Birdi, Zarir & Nilufer Bharucha. Aunty of Homi & Homai Dalal, Sohrab & Viloo Dalal,
Aban & Late Bahadur Mistry, Zeeya, Homyar, Kaira & Zanaida Kapadia, Delara, Khurshed, Karen, Malcolm Maneksha, Kaikashru Lashkari, Sam Kety & Azmi Lashkari, Jeroo,
Kali, Cyrus & Behroz, Mehernosh, Late Khushru Binaifer Kurush & Roshni Dalal, Eva & Kiyan Bharucha & Nevile Birdi. Childhood friend Gaver & Faredoon Amrolia, Pervin &
Homyar Daruwala. Close family friend Zubin, Rashna, Sharzad & Natasha Fouzdar and Sharmin, Rushad & Ziana Govekar.

A few words in her honour...

Yezdi, Jasmine, Anahita & Mahtab: For the Proud & Beloved Mother and Grandmother
“You were always a very strong and pious person throughout your life. You made friends everywhere you went and loved to give your time and focus to others. You will be
missed and we will love you always”

Yasmin, Phiroze, Sheriyar & Zeeniyar: For the most Wonderful Mum and Grandma
“Remembering your strong, determined, admirable and happy self every day. You were one of a kind and shall remain in our family’s hearts from India through Australia.
You bring us cheery smiles when we think of all the loving, funny memories you've given us. We thank you for your generous heart and will love you deeply always™

Khushru & Armaity: For my Loving Sister & Sister-in-law
“Our dearest Sister NINI will be missed a lot. Our family looked upon her for guidance and help, she was a source of courage and strength. Loving, caring and selflessly
helping all in need and being there for everyone”

Dhun & Cyrus: For my Loving Sister & Masiji
“Our dear Nergish was a Divine Soul and she showered her love and care on all. We are grateful to AHURA MAZDA for blessing her in our family and we love her very deeply”

Karl & Marc: For our Lovely Masi
“An angel in disguise, gone back to serve the Almighty in heaven...is what Masi was!”

Zarine, Dilshad, Zubina & Khushnum: For our Dearest Masi
“Our beloved Nergish Masi - caring, loving, helping and always thinking good about others. A lovingly motherly figure to all of us, her absence will be felt tremendously. May
her soul rise higher and rest in peace”

Gulshan, Adil, Pashin & Mehtab: For my Ever-Loving Masi
“GOD sent Angels as Mothers to guide and protect us. He has now called one most dearest to HIM back. My dearest Masi will always be in our hearts and minds forever.
GAROTHMAN BEHEST HOJOJII”

Percy, Kashmira, Eric, Shaizad: For our Lovely Masi
“We all nephews & nieces lovingly called you “masilu”. We pray for the progress of your soul in Garothman Behest. Amen!!”

Zubin, Rashna, Sharzad, Natasha, Rushad, Sharmin & Ziana: For our Loving Angel Aunty
“Remembering you is easy as we do it every day. Thank you for enriching our lives and standing by us always. We have lasting memories with you which will be
cherished always!”

In Fond Remembrances from Her Loving Children
Yezdi & Jasmine Bharucha, Yasmin & Phiroze Mehta, Zubin & Rashna Fouzdar
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The 101 Names Of Pak Dadar Ahura Mazda - Part 7

i)

Daisy P. Navdar is a teacher by profession and a firm believer in the efficacy of our Manthravani. She is focused on ensuring that the deep
significance of our prayers is realized by our youth. She credits her learnings and insights, shared in her articles, to all Zoroastrian priests and
scholars whose efforts have contributed towards providing light and wisdom for all Zarthostis.

DAISY P NAVDAR

nd the onslaught continues! We
Aare continuously bombarded

with news... which are the Red-
Zone areas, doctors and policemen
people being beating up; policemen
beating up citizens; people migrating
back home on foot with children and
families in tow... that building’s under
containment... ad nauseum!

90% of us who share these messages
are merely arm-chair assistants. We
have never lifted a finger to
help any of these, or we don’t
have the means to help and
we never will. We have made
it our mission in life to be the
bearers of anything which is
mildly connected with news or
people putting out appeals or
a list of how the lockdown will
be eased. We spread this news,
real and false, faster than the

Chanting these names regularly
creates a protective aura of their
strength around us and keeps us
safe. Reciting these names daily, post
doing the kusti prayer, can remedy
almost all ills and challenges we face.
They are not a substitute for effort
and hard work; these will augment
your dedication and give it an added
boost. Please note that each nameisa
prayer in itself and can be chanted to
gain maximum benefit of its particular
divine vibration.

61. Adar Badgar: Science tells us that
we are all governed by the laws of the
elements of nature viz. Fire, Earth,

virus itself. | wonder, then,
who the real parasites are!

During this time, with
mental health and depression
fast becoming a severe
epidemic in itself, let us use
our connections wisely. Let
us lend a sympathetic ear to
an ailing relative, a worried
friend or someone who is
worried about not having
any source of income. Let us
spread cheer instead of fear. If anyone
has benefitted by reciting the prayers
given herein, then please share that
experience with the ones who need
it. Share the positivity that you gain
through your prayers and transform
darkness into light. More than anything
else, we need to know that our lives
will be different but much better than
before. We need to know that we will
once more have fruitful and fulfilling
jobs to do. We need to know that we
will have wonderful times to make
memories with our family and friends.
We need to start ardent prayers for all
the people within and outside our circle
of influence. Say a Tandarosti for all
the people you know - we all need hope
more than anything else.

This column is in continuation of my
ongoing series on the 101 names of
Pak Dadar Ahura Mazda, which are
really His attributes or qualities.

interconnectivity of the 5 elements. It
is the Fire that resides in Water that
brings us Hydroelectricity. This name
is particularly important for people
who are hot-headed and act / speak
in a brash manner. If you are faced
with such a person, then reciting this
name will help them calm down. If you
are hot-headed yourself and wish to
change, reciting this name 101 times
daily will help you control your temper
and its resultant destructive energy.

63. Baad Adargar: One who changes
wind into fire. We are frequently
brought down by ailments of the wind
doshas in our body. Stiffening of joints,

energy in our body is disturbed, we can
find relief by reciting this name.

66. Baad Geradtum: One who energizes
both - the air and the earth - and one
who can also create these elements.
This name can cure diseases caused by
heat, it can purify impure blood and
also clears the impurities in the eyes. It
is like an elixir for overall good health.

67. Adar Kibritatoom: It can create
gems out of stones. This name has the
capacity to transform a stone-like,
useless person into a fine gem-like one!
Those suffering from apathy, students
who do not study or who are not able to
retain the work that they have
memorized, will benefit from
the recitation of this name.
It is particularly important
to recite this name for those
people who suffer from
reduced brain function. This
name has the power to grant
lofty boons to the one who
seeks with a sincere heart.

©

©

Water, Air and Ether. This name is the
one who changes Fire or raging winds
into Air. The Fareshtas (guardian spirits)
that preside over the elements of
nature have various names. This name
has the power to subdue a tyrant or an
oppressor. If a person is unfair in his
dealings with you and makes your life
difficult, then chanting this name will
help him become understanding. This
name also has the power to eradicate
all ailments caused by heat and remove
them from the roots. In the sweltering
weather that we face, we must
regularly chant this name for relief
from heat-related ailments. Chanting
this name righteously will purify your
own conscience and soul.

62. Adar Namgar: One who can change
Fire into Water. The transformation
of elements from one into the other
is deeply entrenched in our faith. But
we also have scientific proof of the

das, acidity etc. are wind related
diseases. This name brings relief from
any acute wind caused problems. It has
the power to cure rheumatism and even
paralysis when recited 101 times every
day for 40 days.

64. Baad Namgar: One who changes
wind to water. During an emergency,
reciting this name can satisfy your
thirst. If you want good quality of water
for agricultural / personal purposes,
reciting this name will help you find
water which will keep you healthy and
also nourish your plants.

65. Baad Gelgar: One who changes
wind to earth / dust. This name has
the ability to clear any severe illness
caused due to wind. Ayurveda speaks of
the doshas (weaknesses in the body) -
pitha, vata and kapha. When the wind

68. Baad Garjae: One who
creates a soothing and cooling
breeze in times of intense
heat. | am sure we will all use
this name many times over to
gain respite from this festering
heat. This name is also
associated with receiving well
deserved honor and prizes. It
is a name that brings bountiful
blessings.

69. Abtum (Ashaum Yazda
Yazdan Abtum Yazamaide): Reciting
this name removes all impurities and
brings about lustre and clarity, giving
the reciter a shining brilliance in their
aura, like a polished mirror that reflects
the glory of Ahura Mazda! Those who are
desirous of having beautiful children
should recite this name continuously.
This name clears out the dust and dirt
from our souls and brings respect and
status for those that recite it with a
sincere heart.

70. Gael Adargar: One who converts
Earth into Fire. This is symbolic of
igniting the flame of worship within us.
It helps us to move beyond the mundane
physical into the glowing spiritual.
Reciting this name helps cure problems
in the intestine and it also helps us to
digest our food more efficiently.

Look out for the continuation of ‘The 101 Names Of Pak Dadar Ahura Mazda® Series in our next issue!
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Unite Me To Thyself
By Thy Love,
Ahura Mazda!

Start your weekend with positive
vibes with inspirational excerpts
from the acclaimed book, ‘Homage
Unto Ahura Mazda® by Dasturji Dr.
Maneckji Naserwanji Dhalla of

Karachi.

AN

hou hast planted the seed of
’l love in human heart. It is the
strongest passion of his soul. It
is dearer than all that he holds dear in
this world. Everything is empty, when
the heart is empty. Unhappy is the
heart that has not Thy love to cling to.
It is lonely. It is wretched despite the
glitter of gold dazzling the eyes. Let my
heart be aflame with my love for Thee.
Strengthened by my love for Thee, my
soul rises to Thee.

All love is lovely for it flows from
Thee that art the fountain of love. Thou
hast lit a flame of love for Thee within
my heart. As the fire upon the altar
burns the sandalwood, so let the fire
burning within me consume my heart
with my love for Thee. | will love Thee
when | am favored of fortune. | will love
Thee the more ardently, when fortune
fails me. | will love Thee. | will love Thy
name. | will love Thy works. | will let my
love for Thee well up within my heart,
that | may be immersed in it.

With more tender and gentle love
Thou dost rear me than the fond mother
that nurses her child on her knee. Thou
art the Lord whose love for Thy children
knows no bounds. Nothing have | to
fear when safe | am in Thy loving arms.
Unfathomable is the depth of Thy love
for me. Verily, it is undying. Thy sublime
love for me transforms my life into pure
gold. When the waters of Thy love flood
my heart and fill it and bathe my soul,
fully, then, do | share Thy love.

The love lies at the core of my being.
Thou dost manifest Thyself in me as
love. Thy loving eyes shine and beam on
me. When | have Thy love for me, | am
Thine own beloved, | need no more from
Thee. Thou dost love me and | will give
Thee back my love. | will make my love
for Thee the image of Thy love for me,
Ahura Mazda!

Websile: www.parsi-times.com
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Donate To The AWARE Foundation

ANIMAL

ocated in the interiors of
Lrural Ganeshpuri in the
heart of the Tansa River

Valley Forest, the AWARE (Animal
Welfare And Rescue Efforts)
Foundation [E-30655, Estb.: 2014],
has been actively working in
the sphere of stray animal care.
Their initiatives, since inception,
include feeding stray animals,
veterinary first aid, trauma care,
spay/neuter and immunization
against rabies and other infectious
diseases. It is home to over 60
disabled/abandoned animals/
victims of human inflicted cruelty
(cats and dogs) and eight Tribal
Adivasi staff. The Ashram is a

blissful haven to animals who have
endured the worst experiences - as
amputees, paralysis, blindness and

WELFARE

AND

physiological illnesses to name a
few. AWARE also provides food to
50 other street animals in South
Mumbai and Kandivli.

The AWARE Foundation faces
grave challenges especially during
the ongoing Covid-19 crisis. In
addition to the safe-keeping and
care for animals, the Ashram is
surrounded by six Adivasi Hamlets
comprising 200 families, which
they are also helping out. Since the
nationwide lockdown, getting food
and medical provisions for resident
animals and staff has been a great
challenge.

Says Founder of AWARE,
Genevieve Dubash, “With the
ongoing Coronavirus Pandemic
crisis, the donations coming
into the Foundation have ceased
extensively and it is a challenge
raising funds for food and
medical supplies, surgeries, staff
salaries and overhead expenses.
Our AWARE Ashram is now home
to 28 dogs, 55 cats and 8 resident
staff. Also, the six Tribal Adivasi
hamlets surrounding our Ashram
comprises families, of six
members each, with only a sole
earning member, who is a daily-
wager, and most struggle for a
square meal. We have procured
35 ration kits for the families
last month, however that

National Campaign Link:

RESC o

isn’t enough as there are 200
families.

I reach out to our community
once again for your support
in contributing towards the
livelihood of almost 120 animals
and 200 Tribal Adivasi families
in these times of crisis. 1 have
initiated two campaigns, one
being national and the other
international on Impact Guru
which is a crowd funding platform.
Donors from India and overseas
will avail of tax benefits. | am
always ever so thankful to Parsi
Times for supporting our fur
angels over the years.”

The AWARE Foundation looks to
raise Rupees Three Lakhs with which
to procure food and medical supplies
for at least three months — including
supplies for the animals and staff;
rice, milk, packaged dry and wet
food, medicines, veterinary fees and
procedures, annual vaccinations,
monthly rations and salaries for 8 in-
house staff for two months; and for
the Tribal Adivasi families - Ration kits
and basic medicines for two months.

htips://www.impactguru.com/fundraiser/help-aware-foundation

International Campaign Link:

https://www.impactguru.com/fundraiser/help-genevieve

Bank details for direct donations to ‘AWARE Foundation’:
Bank: HDFC Bank, Hughes Road Branch, N. S. Patkar Marg, Mumbai - 400007

Account Number: 50200009083407
IFSC/RTGS/NEFT: HDFC 0000567

Donors can avail of 80g tax benefits before March 2021.

To contact Genevieve Dubash:

+91 9930041609 / +91 8411882199 / E-mail: gdubash@gmail.com
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arsi Theater Bids Adieu To Its Most Precious Gem
Goodbye, Ruby Patel

foremost, veteran stage actor - Ruby Patel, a name

synonymous with quality Parsi-Gujarati-English theatre
and extraordinary talent. The noted theatre personality passed
away in Mumbai, at the age of 87. Her passing adds immeasurably
to the loss of brilliant Indian acting talents, within a quick
spate of two weeks, with the demise of theatre veteran - Bomi
Kapadia, and film actors - Irrfan Khan and Rishi Kapoor.

1 1 th May, 2020 marked the sad passing of our community’s

Ruby, and her husband, also incredibly talented theatre actor
and successful producer, Burjor Patel, may well be regarded
as the ‘first couple’ of English-Gujarati theatre, having acted
together in numerous plays, especially comedies, since the ’60s.
They gained immense popularity for their performances in plays
by the famous Adi Marzban, who taught Ruby how to project

| .
‘ll - L1 ¥ |
Stage comedian Jangoo Irani (exireme right) with Burjor Patel, Dinshah Daiji, and Ruby Patel in the

Adi Marzban caper, Ari Bethela Erachshah.
(Pic Courtesy: Meher Marfatia, Laughter In The House: 20th Century Parsi Theatre)

Ruby Patel and Burjor Patel are credited for making the Parsi-Gujarafi theatre popular in India.
(Indian Express archive photo)

' Ruby Patel, Piloo Wadia, Dinshah Daji, Burjor Pate
Adi Marzban's 1954 play that proved a gamechanger for Parsi theatre.
(Pic Courtesy: Meher Marfatia, Laughter In The House: 20th Century Parsi Theatre) (Pic Courtesy: Meher Marfatia, Laughter In The House: 20th Century Parsi Theatre)

Ruby Patel with Dadi un'inGh'er Gunm ne hululo.

her voice on stage. Ruby and Burjor Patel were an integral part
of the Indian National Theatre’s Parsi wing, fronting some of
the most popular productions, including ‘Gher Ghungro Ne
Ghotalo’, ‘Tirangi Tehmul’, ‘Hello Inspector’ and ‘Oogi Dahpun
Ni Dadh’.

In the 1970s, the dynamic thespians, who shared a fabulous
61-year-old partnership, set up ‘Burjor Patel Productions’.
Later they moved to Dubai and returned to India after two
decades, in 2009. In 2012, Ruby and Burjor Patel were jointly
recognized with a Lifetime Achievement Award by the Thespo
Theatre Group.

Ruby Patel was initiated into the world of theatre when
she was still in school, when her teacher, impressed with her
performance in a drama competition sounded off Adi Marzban
of her potential powerhouse of acting talent. Theatre director
Sam Kerawala accompanied Adi Marzban to see her perform and
were convinced of her potential. But had to convince her father
to allow here to work and he agreed on the condition that he
would personally chaperone her to the theatre and back home,
which was on Princess Street. Ruby, still in her late teens,
was then hired as Adi Marzban’s secretary, and gained much
knowledge here.
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The following are select excerpts by Ruby Patel on her mentor, Adi Marzban, shared from the book ‘Laughter in the
House: 20th-Century Parsi Thealre’, written by Meher Marfatia:

“l was on stage right from my Alexandra School days... Adi Marzban, who discovered me there, first gave me a
radio script to practise with, before giving me some Gujarati plays. | was excited, quickly putting on my uniform in the
morning, stopping at the Jam-e-Jamshed newspaper office to rehearse with Adi and then reaching school. | was in Class
8 or 9 when | played opposite Pheroza Godrej’s father, Phiroze Shroff, in the title role of a play called ‘Yasmin’. | think
it was by the columnist and playwright, Perin Vajifdar. In the early 1950s, | worked on a lot of AIR plays and was Adi’s
personal secretary at his Jame office where | typed out scripts that he wrote.”

“A complete father figure to me, Adi had a certain air about him... Pipe in mouth, he proved a great disciplinarian in
a most effective way. Although he was indulgent, saying "Baby this’ or 'Baby that’ - | was always Baby to him - he pulled
me up as strongly. Initially, | was no good at throwing my voice across a room and it just reached the front rows. Adi
sarcastically remarked, "I’ll have to tell the audience to move chairs further up than the first row if they want to hear

Ruby Patel on stage.”

“Adi had strange expressions of affection for his actors. For no reason, he would exclaim, “Aay jo, mari nalli fountain
pen aavi” (Here comes my little fountain pen). Why liken me to a small pen, | don’t know! But he really taught us all we
needed to know. We would sit on our balcony talking about theatre. He used to love my son, Marzban. Burjor says, ~Admit
it, you named him after Adi’s last name, you definitely let him influence that.’ | only stuck to tradition and gave all three
children auspicious seven-letter names starting with their raashi alphabet: Marzban, Shernaz and Feeroza.”
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‘ With Jasr'nin Siganporia on the sets of
_ Laughterin the House - Part 2

[ ST .4
Ruby Patel with actors Noshirwan Jehangir and Farid Corrim in TV show
Run For Your Wife. (Indian Express archive photo)

Speaking to Parsi Times, Parsi theatre’s leading actor, Bomi Dotiwala said, “| would call her the ‘Parsi Amir Khan’ - she was a complete perfectionist. A ruby in the real sense.
She would often get a bit nervous when it came to delivering her performance - it was a tendency that resulted out of her staunch perfectionist inclinations! She was a very warm and
loving lady and a beautiful woman - inside out. It was a pleasure working with her - she was very dedicated. | remember doing a number of plays with her by Adi Marzban - ‘Jaldi Kar,
Koi Joi Jase’; ‘Ardhi Raat e Aafat’; ‘Manchetrji Konna?'; and of course, one of the most popular ones of them all was our Variety Entertainment Show - ‘Laughter In The House’, where
we sang a hilarious Qawwali together. She was one of the best leading ladies of Parsi theatre - there won't be another like her or like my Dolly.”

Author and columnist, Meher Marfatia shares with Parsi Times, “Ruby was a quiet observer who gently made suggestions. She thought | should wrap up research on ‘Laughter
in the House’, my book on Parsi theatre, at just the right time. | was desperately adding more and more interviews with old stars, fretting how I'd close the book representing them all
well enough, while doing the job of publisher too (it was the first title from my imprint 49/50 Books). Even as she showed me the wisdom of cutting off from work like this in a balanced
way, the great Dadi Sarkari, one of her popular co-stars, breathed his last after lunch at the Elphinstone Club. That did it. | quickly closed the book. If not, then after its 2011 release
we may have lost the joy of collaborating with our sparkling veteran actors over the next six years on two house-full seasons of the Laughter in the House stage productions. I'm really
grateful to Ruby for her advice.”

Ruby Patel’s co-star in ‘Laughter in the House, Part 2, Jasmin Siganporia, shared, “She was my inspiration and guardian angel. Every moment spent with her was like digging
a diamond from the mines. A truly brilliant actor, she has left behind a radiance in my life on stage. Ruby was really the emerald of the acting industry.”

A host of leading actors took to social media platforms expressing grief over the passing of Ruby Patel. Film and theatre actor, Paresh Rawal, tweeted his condolences,
“One of my favourite actresses of Gujarati and Parsi Theatre RUBY PATEL (Ruby Aunty).... An accomplished performer and a refined person. | was fortunate to have worked
with her in ‘80. RIP.”

Actor-filmmaker Vivek Vaswani tweeted shortly after the news of her passing away, “And it goes on, just after the news of Bomi’s sad demise, another theatre stalwart!
Ruby & Hosi were like the Dharmendra and Hema of the English theatre. 15 consecutive hits together...”

Ruby Patel leaves behind an unmatched theatre legacy for her equally renowned theatre actor and charismatic husband - Burjor Patel and their children - Marzban, Shernaz
and Feeroza. Walking in her parents’ shoes, daughter Shernaz Patel, is a popular, much admired, critically hailed, versatile actor in the theatre circuit and the Indian
entertainment industry. Apart from her stints on stage, television shows and web series, Shernaz has wowed us all with her brilliant performances in numerous Hindi films,
including ‘Black’; ‘Guzaarish’ and ‘Rockstar’.

The community stands by Ruby’s family in this moment of grief. As we bid adieu to our much-loved and most precious gem of Parsi theatre - Ruby, may her soul attain Garothman
Behest and may Ahura Mazda keep her in everlasting peace, as she lights up another universe with her eternal sparkle; and may He grant her family the strength to cope
with this sad loss.
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WZO0 Trusts

DINSHAW TAMBOLY
Chairman — The WZO Trusts

ommunity members are aware
that WZO Trusts have undertaken
a massive programme to support

poor Zoroastrians affected financially
due to the Covid-19 Pandemic.

The following areas have been

identified in which to extend support.

1 Arranging food grains packages for
Zoroastrians in cities, towns and
villages who have suffered economic
hardships

2 Financial difficulties being faced by
families of white and blue collar
workers having received only half
their regular salaries and in many
cases no salaries

3 Financial difficulties being faced
by individuals involved in modest
Self Employment initiatives such as
driving autorickshaws, commercial
taxi's, auto mechanics, stationery
shops etc who have been unable to
go about their professions.

4 Full time Mobeds who are not
employed by Agiyaries but are
daily wage earners many of whom
presently have no income.

5 a) Supporting agriculturists who
have been unable to harvest their
standing crops that have decayed
on account of non availability of
labour force.

b) Dairy Farmers having suffered
financial setbacks as milk
collected from their livestock’s
being unable to reach the
processing dairies; difficulty in
obtaining feed for their cattle.

c) Poultry farming having come
to a standstill as it has not
been possible to transport the
fully grown fowls to processing
units.

PARSI TIMES

Covid Rellef And Rehabilitation

d) Brick kilns are an industry
having a short 7 month window
(December to June); Zoroastrian
beneficiaries who have
established kilns in their villages
have suffered severe financial
setback as the migrant labourers
have left for their native
places leaving half baked and
unbaked bricks causing immense
hardships.

Applications from poor Zoroastrians
affected financially by the Pandemic
will continue to be received till May 24,
2020. These may be sent to all the four
E-mails: wzotrustscovid19@gmail.com

admin@wzotrust.com
trustees@wzotrust.com
dinshawtamboly@gmail.com

The request circulated to donors
worldwide for funds to undertake such
a massive project was met with alacrity
and generosity. Principal donors so far
have been Mrs. Pervin & Mr. Jal Shroff of
Hong Kong, The Trustees of Zoroastrian
Charity Funds of Hong Kong Canton &
Macao and Trustees, Trustees of Bai
Maneckbai P. B. Jeejeebhoy Deed of
Settlement Funds, Mumbai. Donations,
big and small continue to be received
from individuals.

The massive programme to distribute
food grains, utility items & cash for
extending support to poor Zoroastrians
residing in villages and towns who
have been financially affected
due to the Covid-19 Pandemic has
begun.

The first such distribution was
undertaken in Mandvi & Mangrol
areas on May 6 & 7. The second
round of distribution was done
at Vansda & Ahwas Talukas on
May 8 & 9. Similar distributions
in and around Surat, Navsari,
Vyara, Ankleshwar & Bharuch,
villages in Dharampur Taluka,
Jawahar & Dahanu in Palghar
Taluka, Karchond & other
places in Union Territory of
Dadra & Nagar Haveli are all
in the pipeline and will be
completed within the next
few days. Beneficiaries in and
around Ahmedabad will be
catered to once the one week
absolute lockdown announced
from May 07 onwards has
been lifted. Around 500
Zoroastrian families are
expecied to benefit from food
grains and utility articles to be
distributed.

The items being distributed to each family are:

1. | 5Lir. Edible oil

5 Kg Wheat Flour
' 2 Kg Tuvar Dal

500 Gram Moong Dal

500 Gram Chhole Chana
11. | 500 Gram Besan (gram flour)
13. | 500 Gram Poha (Pauvaa)
15. | 2 Kg Sugar
17. | 200 Gram Chili Powder
19. _ 100 Gram Turmeric Powder
21. | 4 cakes of bath soaps
23. | 3 cakes of detergent soaps

2. | 1 Kg Vegetable Ghee

4. | 4 KERice

6. | 500 Gram Masoor (Lentil)

8. | 500 Gram Chana Dal

10. | 500 Gram Chora (Black eye peas) '

12. | 500 Gram Ravo

14. | 2 Kg Sugar

16. | 1 KgSalt

18. | 100 Gram Garam Masala
20. _ 200 Gram Toothpaste (Tube)
22. | 3 bars dish washing soap
24. | 1 Kg. Detergent Powder

25. | Rs.2,000 cash for purchase of vegetables and other utility items as required.

The food grains distributed are
sufficient to last a family of four
individuals for just over a month. Should
it be assessed, at a later date to be
necessary, another round of similar
supplies will be distributed. The names of
beneficiary families are being furnished
by the local Zoroastrian Anjumans and
resource persons who have volunteered
to extend support in the areas in which
they are located.

We express our sincere gratitude to
our principal donors Zoroastrian Charity
Funds of Hong Kong, Canton & Macao for
the financial support extended to WZO
Trusts to enable this massive distribution
of food grains to be undertaken.

Our equally sincere gratitude to Mr.
Darayes Gandhi, Trustee of Mandvi -
Mangrol Anjuman, Mr. Darayus Mirza,
Trustee of Vansda Anjuman, Mr. Sam
Chothia, Trustee of Valsad Anjuman, Mrs.
Shirin Kanga & Brig. Jehangir Anklesaria,
Trustees of Ahmedabad Parsi Panchayat,
Mrs. Maharukh Chichgar & Mr. Fredy

Mistry of Surat, Mr. Viraf Deboo of
Pune, Mrs. Kamal Kavina of Ankleshwar,
Mr. Jehangir Bisney of Hyderabad, Dr.
Shernaz Cama & Dr. Niloufer Shroff of
Delhi, Team WZO Trusts at Navsari -
Aspi Ambapardiwala, Cyrus Vandrivala,
Rohinton Contractor, Sharmin Tamboly,
Team WZO Trusts at Mumbai - Farzana
Mojgani, Freyaz Shroff, Homiyar
Madan, Yazdi Randelia, Cyrus Vankadia,
Hoshedar Parakh, Team Empowering
Mobeds - Binaifer Sahukar, Er. Hormuz
Dadachanji, Er. Meher Modi.

They have all been extending full
cooperation, working extremely hard
with commitment and dedication, in
receiving, collating and carrying out due
diligence on requests received from their
areas of Zoroastrians who have been
financially affected by the Pandemic.

We look forward to continued
support from community members in the
days and months to come.

befall upon us.

Dasturji Khurshed K. Dastoor
High Priest - Iranshah
Udwada

\

ANNOUNCEMENT

; This is a request to every Zoroastrian to refrain from
/ visiting Shree Paak Iranshah Atashbehram, Udwada
till further notice.

In difficult times such as these, we expect members
of the community to conduct themselves responsibly
and with greater understanding.

We at Iranshah, are not in any way equipped to
handle a catastrophe, God forbid, if one were to

Therefore we urge you to shower your devotion and offer whole hearted
prayers for this pandemic to recede at the earliest and for the well-being of
our fellow men but from the safety of your homes.

~
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Battling Covid-19 With 00mmumty Support

he relations between Iran and
Tlndia are age-old. To celebrate

these ancient socio-cultural
ties and to mark 70 years of Indo-Iran
Diplomatic relations, Parzor with the
Iran embassy had organised the Derakht-
e-Doosti  Festival in February 2020.
The programme included an exhibition
on Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, a Panel
discussion on this epic and a musical
performance by a small troupe from
Iran. Sadly, almost simultaneously with
this festival the Covid-19 Crisis was
taking over the world.

OnMarch 13, 2020 Mr Sepanta Niknam,
President of Yazd Zoroastrian Association
and Member of Yazd City Council got
in touch with FEZANA President, Homi
Gandhi, and the Embassy in New Delhi
through Md Hekmat contacted Dr Shernaz
Cama sharing details of the crisis and its
worsening impact in Yazd and all of Iran
and requesting her to reach out to Dr
Cyrus Poonawalla of Serum Institute, and
to the global Zoroastrian community.

However, with generous community
support, life-saving medicines, masks,
surgical coveralls and gloves, and some
ventilators, were sent to Yazd. The
transport of supplies was made possible
by Mahan Airlines who ran emergency
flights at a time that all local and
international flights were suspended.

Between mid-March and 26th
March 2020, the Yazd Shahid Sadoughi
University of Medical Science, Iran,
received two humanitarian packages of
medical supplies and safety equipment
through the support of the Zoroastrians
of India and the world. The first Actemra

- Iran’s FM Thanks Parsis For Help -

Injections generously supplied
by Dr. Yusuf Hamied and carefully
transported through cold-chain
logistics is being used for a nurse
in critical care.

The final shipment left
from New Delhi in the Mahan
Air flight on Sunday, 10 May
2020. In all, three shipments
of medical supplies have been
sent to help Iran deal with the
challenge of controlling the
Covid-19 outbreak.

Dr. Hassan Rouhani, President of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in a video-
conference with the governor of Yazd,
praised the Zoroastrians’ philanthropic
activities in the fight against the
Coronavirus. Even Iranian Foreign
Minister, Javad Zarif, thanked the

Parsis of India for offering timely aid
related to the Pandemic to his country,
in a tweet on Friday. It reads, “The
Parsis of India — Zoroastrians whose
ancestors long ago emigrated to India
— have remained ever faithful in
their love for Iran. Grateful for their
#Covid19 package for Iranians.”

Dr. Shernaz Cama has been
tirelessly working for the community
and creating strong links with Iran,
especially in 2020 - the year which
celebrates 70 years of diplomatic
relationship between the two nations.
We are proud that Dr. Cama managed
to reach out and work with the backing
of the strength of the global Zarthushti
and humanitarian community.

Mohammad Hekmat, a Ph.D.
research scholar at the National Museum
Institute, New Delhi, who has previously
collaborated with Parzor, praised the
Parsi-Zoroastrian community, “During
the Covid19 crisis, | have been in
touch with my Parsi friends in Delhi
and saw all efforts of Zoroastrians
from across the world to prepare the

medrca{ consignments for Yazd. This

humanitarian aid reminds
me of the beautiful poem
of Saadi Shirazi - ‘Human
beings are members of
one another/ since in
their creation they are of
one essence.’ Besides the
relationship between Parsis
and Iran, Yazd particularly
has an interwoven tie with
their identity. You can still
see the generosity of Parsis
in the past for Iranian
Zoroastrians to construct
fire temples, schools, Dahkma, etc.
Regarding historical accounts, they
always remember Iran and help Iranian
Zoroastrians beyond political and
religious issues, and distances. As an
Iranian and a humble person, | am glad
that | could help consignments reach
Yazd.”

Pakistan Govt. Notifies Reconstituted Commission For Minorities

n 11th May, 2020, Pakistan’s
OMin-isﬂtry of Religious Affairs

and Interfaith Harmony notified
the reconstituted National Comm~ission
for Minorities and its terms of reference
which include ensuring that worship
places of non-Muslim communities are
preserved and kept functional. According
to the notification, the commission will
have six official and twelve non-official
members, including the Chairman for a
three-year term. The twelve members
of the minorities commission comprises
two from the Muslim community, three
each from the Hindu and Christian
communities; two from the Sikh
community; one each from the Parsi and
the Kalash community.

The member belonging to the
Parsi  (Zoroastrian) community in
the commission is ex-senator Roshan

Khurshed Bharucha. She belongs to
Quetta and had been minister in the
caretaker set-ups in Balochistan and
federal cabinets. Chela Ram Kewlani,
ex-president of Pakistan Hindu Council
and a leader of Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
in Sindh, has been notified as chairman
of the new commission.

The six official members include
one representative each from the
Ministry of Interiors, Ministry of Law
and Justice, Ministry of Human Rights,
Federal Education and Professional
Training. The chairman of the Council
of Islamic Ideology (Cll) and secretary
of the Ministry of Religious Affairs

will also be official members of the
commission.

According to the terms of reference,
the commission will formulate proposal
for development of a national policy to
promote peace and interfaith harmony in
the country. It will formulate proposals
for amending laws/policies which are
reported to be discriminatory towards
religious minorities; recommend steps
to ensure maximum and effective
participation by the members of
minority communities in all aspects;
and ensure effective participation and
association of minority communities with
their religious and cultural festivals.
The commission will also look into the
grievances and representations made by
minority community members.

[Courtesy: dawn.com]
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Freddie Mercury
Museum in Zanzibar

FREDDIE MERCURY

MUSEUM
ZANZIBAR

he new Freddie Mercury Museum
Twas recently opened in Zanzibar

in November 2019, at the home
of the Talatis, thanks to the support
received from ‘The Mercury Trust’. The
organisers thanked all the individuals
and institutions for their cooperation
and hope that the Museum will soon
become a regular must-see feature on
the Zanzibar tourist scene.

Located at Mercury House in
Shangani, in the heart of Zanzibar
Stone Town (Zanzibar, Tanzania), the
Freddie Mercury Museum is the first-ever
museumn dedicated to the legendary
rock-music prodigy, Freddie Mercury. It
was officially inaugurated on the 24" of
November, 2019, commemorating the
28" death anniversary of the world’s
most beloved rock icon.

The Freddie Mercury Museum
is officially partnered with Queen
Productions Ltd. in the United Kingdom,
which loaned exclusive pictures of
Freddie Mercury through the different
stages in his life. This project aims to
showcase a detailed accord of the birth
town of Farrokh Bulsara, his roots with
the Zoroastrian religion, his childhood
and upbringing in Zanzibar, followed
by his schooling in Panchgani, India,
and then the rest of his journey into
becoming one of the world’s greatest
stars of all time.

Founders Andrea Boero and Javed
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Jafferji paid rich tributes to the Freddie
Mercury Museum  celebrating the
Zanzibar-born legend who has touched
the hearts of millions, globally. Javed
Jafferji shared, “In 2002, being a Queen
fan, | came back from the United
Kingdom and named this building in
Shangani ‘Mercury House’. | always had
this vision, it took me fifteen years to
make this dream a reality, but it was
totally worth it. This is my tribute to the
legend who we’ve known and admired
all our lives. Being a Zanzibari, | am
very happy to be involved in a landmark
project, which will cement the history
of Freddie for many years to come.”

As per Andrea Boero, “This concept
which we have had for many years
has finally become a reality; a project
that we and our future generations can
cherish. We have been dedicated to this
museum, trying to accumulate a lot of
material, witnesses from people who
were a part of his life in order to make
this a solid tribute.”

The founders encourage fans from all
across the world to come to Zanzibar and
partake in this pilgrimage for Freddie
Mercury at the Freddie Mercury Museum
which stays open daily. For information
/ details you could log on to the website
- www.freddiemercurymuseum.com or
E-mail at info@freddiemercurymuseum.
com.

[Courtesy: Parsikhabar.net]
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Ratan Tata Advises Entrepreneurs
To ‘Adapt And Create’ On Insta

arlier in the week, Tata Trusts’
Chairman Emeritus and the
nation’s most loved businessman,

Ratan Tata, took to the social media
platfrom, Instagram, sharing his wisdom

with entrepreneurs, advising them to
‘adapt and create’, in order to tide over
challenging times faced by businesses
and the economy, due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

“It can all start on a clean sheet of
paper that looks at ways of doing things
that were never thought of before.
This crisis will force entrepreneurs to
adapt and create,” he wrote on 11"
May, 2020, adding, “In past difficult
times, entrepreneurs have displayed far

sightedness and creativity that could
not have been believed to exist. These
became the flagpoles of innovation and
new technology today. | hope that the
ability to find another way to build a
product, run a company, run operations
a better way, will emerge as an outcome
of the current crisis.”

Tata hoped that entrepreneurs will
find ways to run their operations in
a better way, reiterating that he was
confident in the inventive nature and
creativity of entrepreneurs to find ways
to modify businesses into benchmarks
for tomorrow, despite the current
challenges and difficulties.

Known for his inclination towards

promoting emerging start-ups, he
recently invested, in his personal
capacity, an undisclosed amount in

an 18-year-old entrepreneur’s pharma
start-up, termed ‘Generic Aadhaar’. He
has so far invested in over a dozen start-
ups - including Ola, Paytm, Snapdeal,
CureFit, Urban Ladder and Avanti
Finance - since he retired as Chairman
from the Tata Group, in December 2012.

The IranShah Initiative:
Education With Vision 2020

[Part 1 of 3]
Knowledge Is Precious, Wisdom Is Priceless

he IranShah Initiative provides

’I a Precious Avenue to build

a Priceless Life through the

medium of Education With Vision 2020.

If understood with right knowledge

and practised with innate wisdom, the

precepts and practices of our ancient

yet ageless and ever so refreshing

religion can be a positive force in every
Zoroastrian’s life.

However, the first step to leading a
positive and purposeful life is to acquire
the right knowledge from a reliable
source because knowledge either shapes
or shakes the destiny of one’s life. The
prime objective of this platform is to be
just that. A knowledge and information
hub where the youth around the world
can raise the right questions and find the
right answers.

We are neither dogmatic nor preachy
in our approach. We respect every
individual and his/her right to ask the
right questions and become torch bearers
of wisdom. Our vision is to make every
Zoroastrian youth across the Globe aware

of his/her heritage with legitimate pride
and soulful understanding. The ultimate
goal is to make every youth across the
Globe a living embodiment of the good
religion in thought, word and deed.

Knowledge Is Power: If you want
to add Power to your repertoire of
knowledge about our precious IranShah
and religion, we encourage you to
send us your valuable questions. Our
distinguished scholar and community
leader, Noshir Dadrawala, will answer
questions about the religion, Iranshah,
Udvada and any other related topics in
a monthly update here. To put forward
your queries to him, log on: hiips://
iranshahinitiative.com/ask-noshir/

Sometimes the quest for a genuinely
worthwhile life stops, when a question
remains unanswered. We invite you to
ask your questions so as to provide you
with answers, and in doing so, let us help
each other builda life force that strives
for harmony, growth and balance, sothat
we can all evglve into bemgs, we were
born to:be" with alhour love and light.

ﬁ‘n y &

In Togetherness We Become IJmltIess ; > »
© 2020; Mener Amaisad, Author of Bread For the Head™
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ainaz Messman, the founder
Kof the popular ‘Theobroma’

chain of cafés, has authored
the book, ‘Baking a Dream’, published
by HarperCollins. The book includes
a thorough account of how she set up
Theobroma; and the interesting journey
comprising her travels, family, friends,
mistakes and ramifications, all leading to

her current standing. What started out
as a small, Parsi family-run bakery and

cafe in 2004, is today a national
empire with 50 outlets, employing
1,000 employees across Mumbai,
Delhi and Pune, selling over 200
products to an ever increasing,
500,000 plus, customer base.

Written in collaboration with

Kainaz's sister, Tina Messman
Kainaz and
sister Tina
Wykes,
‘Baking a

Dream’ encap-
sulates the
ins and outs
of running
a large,
successful
business,
written in a

Community News
Theobroma Founder Kainaz Messman Writes

‘Baking A Dream’
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friendly, candid style, recounting all the
events that established Theobroma into
the popular household name it is today.
On one such occasion, Kainaz shares
a story about a customer who helped
clean and run the café during a tough
day. On another, she recalls a French
couple she met at the café, who went
on to become close friends, teaching

her much about pastry-making! Kainaz
writes in simple terms what it takes
to achieve lofty milestones, by sharing
sincerely her own mistakes, preferences
and guidelines which need to be
adhered to.

Born in Mumbai to a typical Parsi
family where food forms the primal
bonding activity, Kainaz realised her
love for food early on and went on to
become a professional chef. She credits
her mother, Kamal, as her primary
inspiration for baking. In fact, in the

‘A delightful look into what it takes 1o grow a business
in India ... Will inspire you to achieve your dreams.” KAJOL

BAKING

Kainaz Messman Harchandrai
with Tina Messman Wykes

chapter, ‘Mumbai’s Brownie Queen’,
Kainaz writes about Theobroma's star
product - the dense chocolate brownie
- sharing how the brownie, baked by
her mother for a pregnant friend,
became extremely popular and was
supplied to restaurants and outlets
even outside Mumbai. ‘Baking a Dream’
shares numerous stories, commentaries
on various food cultures and other
experiences, placed alongside recipes
which have been an integral part of the
Theobroma journey.

In 2017, Kainaz landed an investment
of USD 20 million from a private equity
firm which will enable Theobroma’s
expansion to aimed at doubling its
presence, with a hundred new outlets,
across other Indian cities, over the next
four-five years.

uring  interaction  with
readers, it was observed that
due to continuous lockdown

and restricted movements, many
were complaining of Joint/back
problems, resulting into pain and
agony. In order to create awareness
and provide guidance with
recommendations, Team Pureganic
highlights the significance &
benefits of OMG, which has proved
to be very effective to many users.

World Health Organization
(WHO) has declared Moringa
(Drumstick - Saragvo) among top 20
superfoods which has 96 nutrients,
46 antioxidants and 20 amino acids.
According to Ayurveda, Moringa
is known to prevent and cure 300
plus ailments. It's leaves, seeds

© & bark roots all have different

_f-;—?therapeutic qualities. It is also a

Goodbye Pain With OMG

natural multivitamin which has
abundant source of minerals.
Moringa Oil which is high in omega
3,6,9 proves healthy for heart,
nerves, skin & hair. It has excellent
anti-inflammatory properties,
which is well known to remove
swelling from any part of the body
such as joints, ligaments, muscles &
sprains.

Pureganic offers unique
combination of 3 products (OMG)
prepared from natural sources

through plantations at Farms of
Kutch, to give good relief to users
from various types of pains.

1. Ortho Tablets: Made from
Okra (lady finger - bhindi) and
Moringa plants. Moringa removes
the swelling from the joint and
lady finger adds lubrication.

2. Moringa Tablets: Made
from Moringa leaves, high in
calcium and other nutrients

for maintaining the strength of
bones and joints.

3. Gum Tablets: High in natural
dglucosamine  (relieves  joint

pain).

This combination of OMG taken
along with Moringa Oil has proved
to be preventive and curative
for all joint pains, with no side
effects, with amazing results.
Noshir Dadrawalla (Trustee, Bombay
Parsi Panchayat) says, “Pureganic

is a good initiative and the
products are helping users find
relief from chronic pains and
illnesses. All should know and

benefit.”

Ayush Mantalaya (Government
of India) has recommended 4 Herbs
for protection against COVID-19,
in terms of prevention & cure
- Tulsi, Ashwagandha, Mulethi
(Yashtimadhu) & Giloy. Pureganic
offers Tulsi Ark, Tulsi Honey, Herbi
Gud, Sanjeevani Prash, Sugarfree
Mukhwas, Rakshak (New Launch)
& G-Satva (Giloy Tablets - New
Launch)

Pureganic has recently launched
‘Rakshak’ (For cough, cold &
throat related allments) & G-Satva
(Glloy Tablets). Also, organically
grown & naturally ripened Kesar
Mangoes from Farms of Kuich are
avallable. Currently, free home
dellvery Is made In Mumbal. For
more detalls, Whatsapp/SMS on
9820812244.
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Love, Laments And Lockdown!

Veera is a published Author (‘Endured’ and ‘#LoveBitesLifeHacks’) and Columnist; a passionate Educator and Counsellor; Poet and

Philosopher... but most of all, a lover of all things literary.

VEERA SHROFF SANJANA

ecidedly, love, as a
feeling or emotional
state, is complicated,

confusing, exasperating
enough... but add to the mix,
a pandemic of the coronavirus
proportion, and we are
distinctly headed for the
evolvement of a new kind of
romance! The state of affairs
(pun intended) at present is in a new kind
of disarray. By early March, it became
noticeable that people were practising
physical distancing. People weren’t
shaking hands or hugging anymore, and
this somehow changed the dating game
completely, so the cultural norms...
flip-flopped. And when the restrictions
increased and the uncertainty mounted,
it became, “Well, you don’t want to be
around anyone you don’t know!”

Enter the scenario of virtual dating!
There’s been a surge of new memberships
on dating sites, dating apps. Video calls,
though, are definitely the most favoured
instrument of romance these days.
Speed-dating via Zoom chats and House-
party is a great place to now hang...
almost like a cafe in the days preceding
lockdown; evidently a lot more brews
there, in addition to your home-made
coffee - Nespresso! After all, these chat
rooms are perfect places to loop in and
enjoy hangout sessions, with friends or
prospective dating interests.

In turn, the mushrooming of dating
sites, with this lockdown has singles
seeking romance, getting unusually
bold, creative and colourful! Younger
users of such virtual dating platform are
a lot more open to using the features
and experimenting with this whole new
aspect of dating, having sort of grown
up on the Snapchat culture and things
like that! It was probably already part
of their normal behaviour and dating
culture! If you're already doing it with
friends, it’s not a huge stretch to imagine
doing it with a potential dater as well...
desperate times call for desperate
measures!

The same cannot be said of singles
in their 40’s and above, a face-to-face
is a preferred mode of communication
or straight out chemistry. If you cannot
touch and see a prospective match, it
sort of defeats the entire purpose of
dating and developing intimacy. It's a
relationship they seek and not just a

hook up, for the most part. Couples now
forced out of their usual dating routines,
under the legislations of lockdowns,
are finding workarounds to the strict
laws. Catch-ups at grocery stores, a
random meet at the local pharmacy, the
vegetable and fruit vendors - the new
matchmakers of our times! The tough
social distancing rules make it pretty
hard to connect with people in our lives,
let alone new ones!

For single people looking to date
this time is particularly tough. The
coronavirus hit a lot of our new-age
dating bunnies that soon realised that it
could interfere with their robust dating
game. Suddenly, this 1.5 meters distance
has created weirdness between people
and especially those on dates, where
the primary reason is to connect, touch
and share intimacy with another. Add
masks and gloves and it’s a new level of
bizarre! The purpose of most dating is
that flirty touch and look! Looking like
a member of a notorious terrorist group
for the better part of a date certainly
does nothing for romance! For daters
and couples in relationships, who are
used to the more, ahem, physical side
of dating, the prospect of no physical
affection may mean putting their
passion on ice!l As for others who still
want to make a connect , the options
are simple, you may don your Lycra and
joggers and continue to get to know
each other either while walking your
way - 1.5 metres apart, or miles away,
together on a video call.

The pandemic is straining our
health, our pay checks and certainly
our romantic relationships. Everyone
is struggling on some level. All kinds
of people, in different stages of a
relationship - dating couples, live-in
partners, or those living together apart,
married couples, well couples across all
age groups. This is a challenging time for
most, but the real challenge however, is
for those couples who are married or
in live-in relationships, never have the

words, ‘for better or
worse, in sickness and
in health, till death do
us part’, rung more
true! The adversity
of the lockdown and
this enforced isolation
is proving to be an
emotional magnifier.
Being cooped up
at home with your
significant other
may have started
out as fun, but what
seemed as a romantic
stay-in honeymoon
in the initial days
of lockdown, could well turn into an
episode from ‘How To Get Away With
Murder’ soon! With spouses and whole
families staying together, on top of

each other, it’s not just challenging,
but downright tedious. And then you
have those #couple goals handles posted
frequently by celebrities, wannabes and
such, making it all seem so easy and
picture perfect... whipping up cakes,
no makeup, no sweat, while the lot of
us, combat the beastly weather on the
one hand and the beast of workload
on the other..
left with broken
nails, frizzy hair,
frazzled nerves
and a bedraggled
appearance  all
day!!!

This whole
cooking with
Nigella Lawson or
Jamie Oliver thing
is not helping at
all. It’s one thing
to feel focused
and useful but
pre-empt a man’s regularly scheduled
meals as per your fancy really doesn’t
work. Sacred routines of cereals or
smoothies, now supplemented daily
with pancakes and waffles, neither bode
well with all that additional weight nor
the wastage every time the culinary
experimentation fails. Between those
face packs and herbal masks indoors
and the surgical ones outdoors, love and
romance seem to have flown out the
window for the moment!!

As familiar routines are disrupted,

this spousal lockdown can feel viscerally
excruciating. Confined proximity makes
our world microscopic. And like bugs
and other specimen, spouses, viewed
under its lens constantly, have flaws and
imperfections suddenly and glaringly
magnified. Wanting to squash irritating
bugs from time to time, seems a
perfectly understandable human urge.
Irritations fester over how one or the
other partner eats, chews, breathes,
sleeps and generally just goes about
their business. Add children to the mix
and it’s likely to explode.

This is a challenging time for
marriages and relationships. Many
couples feel the stress of being confined
together, the time spent together a
harsh experience especially for young,
professional women and men, who, prior
to the lockdown somehow managed to
juggle their work, home and love interest
(together, separately, separately-
together or together- separately but
all in all) rather skilfully. While some
are restricted with their extra-marital
dalliances, the fact is there are a large
number of us who decidedly enjoyed
our extra-familial affairs like a boys’
night out or a ladies lunch, a game, a
sport, a movie night, like to come and
go as we so desire, not wanting to be
confined or restricted.

Having such an ample degree of
freedom is a valuable and treasured
asset and the reluctance and outright
refusal to relinquish it has been put
under the hammer with the lockdown

in place. The stress of being cooped
up together for an indefinite period
simply amplifies the fault lines that
already exist in relationships. Add those
ill- gotten face-lines, stress related

wrinkles and creases, and suddenly
there is a whole new dimension to
unattractiveness not helped by all this
close proximity. How marriages fare will
soon be gauged; a spike in divorces or a
spike in the coronial (babies born in the
period of the lockdown)... either way,
you'll have your answer soon!
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Psychological Perspective: The ‘Bois Locker Room’

Aviva Damania

= on chat, phone and video call. Connect with her at: avivadamanial8@gmail.com

Aviva Damania is a Psychologist - Mental Health Specialist, trained at City University of London (MSc Mental Health). She began counseling
in 2014 as a Volunteer Counsellor at Charities in Mumbai, and has practiced at Masina Hospital. Having worked with adults, adolescents
and children, Aviva's primary areas of expertise include dealing with Depression, Anxiety, Anger, Stress amongst other issues. She currently
shares her expertise at Pittie Group as Sr. Manager - Workplace and Employee Wellness. Young but wise Aviva Damania shares significant
symptoms, solutions and insights into numerous concerns which affect our mental wellbeing. She is available for professional counseling

he infamous episode
of ‘Bois Locker Room’,
where a group of

teens created an Instagram
group to share explicit photos,
graphic sexual comments and
objectifying language, has
brought about an opportunity
to discuss psychological
perspectives on a range of
issues such as cyber-bullying,
sexualised behaviour, gender
violence and the like. An
incident like this is undeniably
a nightmare for parents of
adolescents. This episode may
have come as a shock to some,
but the pervasive truth is that
this is one of numerous groups
floating around the internet.
Cyber bullying can impact mental health,
giving rise to depression, anxiety, worry,
stress, risk of self-harm or in extreme
cases suicidal ideations.

Underlying Causes: One of many
rationales for such happenings is
biological determinism, certainly not
an excuse, but worthy of mention
that adolescent years are a cocktail
of hormones and a developing brain.
But action and behaviour are the
result of a combination of biology and
the environment (all that the child
is exposed to). Capable of learning
and unlearning things, teenagers may
inappropriately absorb content they are
exposed to, considering the amount of
time they spend on the internet.

Adolescents may be aware what
they're doing may not necessarily
be right, but they are unaware of the
intensity of how wrong it is. Some
may even be victims of peer pressure,
ignorantly hopping onto this bandwagon.
As regards swearing, name-calling,
sexual violence and so on, Gen Z’s
usually converse rather casually, causing
political and social correctness to be
ignored.

Sexualised actions, language and
violence can be a learned behaviour
as a result of observational learning,
what they see at home such as how
parents address each other or how they
are addressed by parents for example,
physical or emotional abuse. Overly
sexualised behaviour, is also closely
linked to internalised sexual abuse. As a
mental health specialist | think it is of

consequence to explore the underlying
causes of such behaviour along with
intervention plan to prevent this
occurrence.

What Needs To Be Done...
At Home:

Parents need to be careful about
how they address each other in the
presence of their child. Remember that
most behaviour is also a response to
stimulus, so reflect if you may be the
stimulus that’s eliciting a response from
the child. Understand that it’s futile to
worry about things that are out of one’s
control. The kind of movies and series
that kids are exposed to may not be
appropriate as there is glorification of
sex and violence. You can’t control the
media, and kids’ exposure to it.

However, what can be done is to
control how they perceive what they
watch. The content they watch may
stir up curiosity about sexuality, which
is normal during teenage years. It is
important to address their questions.
And you, as a parent or a guardian,
must be the one to do so. If they are
not spoken to, they will attempt to get
clarity on their own which can lead to
further exposure and confusion. Create
a comfortable environment for open
discussion so they don’t have to look for
answers outside. One may think that the
way to counter this is to control your
child’s internet and phone usage, but this
may not be the best way forward. The
idea is not to take reality away from
the adolescent, but rather effectively

prepare them for reality.

In Schools:

Adolescents spend more time in
school than at home. At school, they’re
exposed to an array of different opinions
and ideas, which may be contrary to real
facts. Building awareness by conducting
regular workshops can help along with
inculcating the following:

Sex Education: Society tends to shy
away from topics like sex and gender
roles. However, not discussing this
doesn’t mean it ceases to exist. This
conservative system facilitates ignorance
and misinformation. Comprehensive
sex education must form a part of
school curriculum.

Value Education: in areas of consent,

morals, ethics, gender studies and
most importantly empathy. Only when
adolescents learn to put themselves in
the shoes of others, will they derive less
pleasure from projecting any sort of
violence onto others. Empathy builds
sensitivity.

Educating Parenis: In many
cases, parents may not know
how, when or if they should
have “the talk” with their child.
It is imperative that Schools
hold workshops for parents at
an early stage to guide them.
They must be taught pertinent
ways to communicate with
children through the different
stages of their development.

Counsellor Visits: All schools
have counsellors, but it is
not likely that a student will
voluntarily seek counselling. A
few sessions with counsellors
must be made compulsory,
this will also help destigmatize
reaching out for mental health
services. Counsellors need to be with
the times and need to address ongoing
issues by having interactive workshops
and seminars. Schools need to support
counsellors in their endeavour to help
students.

Legal Knowledge: Merely stating what
is wrong may not always be enough to
control undesirable behaviour. Imbibing
knowledge about what is enforceable
by law can have a much stronger impact
as a result of being aware of direct
consequences.

Careful With Your Content: Assuming
that women are more likely to be
objectified, young girls must be wary
about the kind of content they share
personally and publicly, whereas young
boys must be careful about
what they comment and
share. Inthe currentinternet
culture, where screenshots
are the new evidence,
your footprints cannot be
erased. Once something is
on the internet, it cannot
be removed. Adolescents
must be made aware of
the consequences that may
follow explicit content, comments etc.
Besides misuse, such content can impact
their future in terms of admission to
universities and even employment.

It’s time we acknowledge these
problems at the grass-root level
and treat the cause rather than
symptoms!
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CHGMP Presents Chef Delzad

&'J ( :I— EERS Delzad K Avari is a Le Cordon Bleu, London Alumni. His love for cooking was evident from a very young age. Having
i A ‘ completed the Grand Diploma in cuisine and patisserie from the London campus, post his Hotel Management degree
R from Mumbai’s Sophia Polytechnic. His expertise has been honed with rich and varied experiences including his stints

with the Taj Mahal Palace and Towers (Mumbai); a Food Producer with Masterchef India - Season 2, followed by Dubai
and the Maldives; and more recently, as a Sous Chef in Trinidad and Tobago in the Caribbean!

Back home in Mumbai, he currently runs his own home chef set-up, greatly gaining in popularity, named,
‘Del’z Kitchen’- an absolute go-to for all meat-lovers! Delzad also shares his expertise in Restaurant Menu
Development and Consulting for his recent project - ‘Tiger Lily’, an upscale restaurant in Hyderabad. He has
recently begun his own YouTube channel, titled ‘Chef Delz’, which is tasting great success! [Chef Delzad’s Insta -
Personal: @chef_delz & Work: @delzkitchen]. We welcome suggestions, queries and requests for recipes from our

Chef
readers at editor@parsi-times.com

Delzad K Avari

his week, Chef Delzad shares his special style of cooking up a delectable chicken liver dish and also the Parsi all-time favourite, the Kopra Pak -
made easy especially for you!

Chicken Livers a la Delz

Ingredients:
Chicken livers — 250 g; Sliced onions — 1 large; Ginger garlic paste - 1 tbsp;
Red chilli paste — 1 tsp; Tandoori masala — 1 tsp; Jeera/cumin powder — ’: tsp;

White/ red wine — 50 ml; 0il — 2 thsp; Chopped coriander — to garnish.

Method:
1. Marinate the livers with ginger garlic paste, tandoori masala, jeera powder, red
chilli paste.
2. Heat oil in a pan and cook the onions till brown.
3. Add the livers to the onions and cook for 3 to 4 minutes, per side
(do not overcook or the livers will become tough).

4. Once cooked, add the wine.

5. Garnish with coriander and serve hot!

Easy Kopra Pak:

Ingredients:
Grated Coconut — 300 g; Condensed Milk — 200 g; Vanilla essence — 3 ml;
Red food coloring — 5 ml; Cooking cream — 200 ml; Sugar — 50 g; Ghee — 2 thsp;

Chopped nuts — 30 g; Saffron — a pinch

Method:
1. Heat milk and sugar in a pan.
2. Add condensed milk and continue to cook till it thickens.
3. Add the coconut and continue to cook on medium heat. Keep stirring

constantly to prevent sticking or burning and cook till most of the liquid
evaporates.
4. Add the cream and continue to cook on low heat

o

Add the ghee and continue cooking. Keep stirring and scraping the sides
constantly and continue till all the liquid evaporates.

o

Add the saffron and mix it in.

~

Turn off the heat and add vanilla essence and liquid colour.

®

Incorporate well till you get a uniform pink colour.

9. Transfer to a tray greased with ghee and flatten with a spatula
10.Garnish with chopped nuts and cool till set.

11.Cut only after it has completely cooled.
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Search out 16 Popular Fashion Designers In the World hidden in the word-jumble box below,
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Coco Chanel Donatella Versace Donna Karan Pierre Cardin
Tom Ford Vera Wang Hubert de Givenchy Rohit Bal
Giorgio Armani Ralph Lauren Manish Malhotra Michael Kors
Sabyasachi Christian Dior Louboutin Guy Laroche

TechKnow With Tantra

Firefox Send

Firefox Send lets you share files with end-
to-end encryption and a link that automatically
expires, so you can keep what you share private
and ensure your stuff doesn’t stay online forever.
You can set the expiry based on the number of times the file is
downloaded or the number of days from the date of sending. You
can also select a secret password for added level of security. Just
select a file, upload it and get (copy) a link which can be shared.
You can share to any device and your recipient can be on any
platform. Firefox Send makes it simple to share large file sizes
- up to 1GB quickly. Sign up for a free Firefox account to send
files up to 2.5GB.

Android: http://bit.ly/2P6234V Windows: https://send firefox.com
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BOMBAYPARSIPUNCHAYET

Would You Like To HELP?

The Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) is reaching out to community
members, during these challenging times, to provide help and relief
in terms of Food, Groceries, Medical Assistance, Ambulance and
Emergency Services, much needed, especially by seniors and the
destitute, who are the worst hit by the Coronavirus Pandemic.

Here’s your opportunity to work with the BPP in providing essential
services and facilities for community members in need. Your
contributions will help greatly.

Details for Bank Transfers:

Account Name
Account No.
Bank
Branch
IFSC Code

: Parsi Punchayet Bombay
: 09570 02000 0353

: Kotak Mahindra Bank

: Fort Branch

: KKBK0000957

The BPP appeals to you to donate generously
during these extraordinary times.

“It's officiall We're smarter than mankind! This pandemic
proves it!”
By Clemmy R

CAPTION THIS!

CaIImg all our readers to capton this picture!
The wittiest caption will win a fabulous prize!
Send in your captions at editor@parsi-times.com by 20th May, 2020.

Disclaimer: Some of our 'Coption This' Contest photos are taken from freely available, public online resources and are
published in a light and humorous vein, whichis the mainstay of the Parsi spirit! No offence isintended to anyone or any sifuntion.
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RUBY LILAOWALA

ilm stars are larger than
life and live life King-
size. However imperfect

their lives may be, they inspire
awe, passion, frenzy and a
huge fan-following  during
their lifespan. But in death,
they zoom to iconic positions,
thanks to their fans taking an
added interest in their body
of work. Radio-stations, TV,

newspapers, magazines share lesser
known facts of their lives - good, bad
and sad, resurrecting them to the status
of sainthood and giving them cultural
immortality, thanks to our media which
has the so-called ‘Breaking News’ on an
hourly basis!

A fortnight ago, we lost two of our
most talented twinkle-twinkle-mega
stars on two consecutive days - Irfan
Khan and Rishi Kapoor. | had met
them both at social as well as media
gatherings. When | look back, | realize
so many similarities as well as disparities
between them - both were modest, no
showing off, no star tantrums and very
down to earth. Both were punctual at
functions. Both loved to talk and tell
stories - both, on the record as well as
off it. Rishi hated the word ‘interview’ -
he would say, “Ruby aunty, let’s chat!”
whereas Irfan was more guarded with his
words.

Both had a great sense of humour and
a hearty laugh. They loved their wives
and kids and though Rishi was open to
sharing family photos, Irfan was more
private. If Rishi was the national heart-
throb, Irfan achieved international fame
when Mira Nair spotted him at a theatre-
workshop and cast him on the spot
in Salam Bombay. After that, there was
no looking back. He got some of the best
Hollywood-crossover films like Jurassic

one B
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Park, Life Of Pi, Namesake and several
others. Physically, Irfan was tall and slim
whereas Rishi was a bit short for a hero,
plump, and with small, naughty eyes
that crinkled when he laughed.

Both were good human beings - we
never heard any scandal or gossip about
them. However, | found Rishi more
polished and refined in his manners
- Kapoor upbringing | suppose! Rishi
always stood up when a lady left the
table, pulled a chair and opened doors
for ladies - always chivalrous. Mind
you, this wasn’t for his public image or
just in public - he was naturally good

mannered.

Earlier this week, the English as
well as the Gujarati Theatre world
has lost one of its most revered and
veteran actors - Ruby Patel. She was an
exceptional talent, a very spontaneous
artist since on stage, where, unlike films,
there are no retakes. | had met Ruby in
the early seventies at a PTA held at Fort
Convent School as our daughters went to
the same school, where we exchanged
smiles - me knowing she was a celebrity
and she, politely responding to a fellow-
parent! Later, during the late seventies,
| had gone back-stage to congratulate
her performance and she thanked me
with her warm and big, jalebi-smile! In
the mid-eightees, at Dubai Airport, there
she was, pretty as ever, both of us busy
shopping. Before | could chat her up, our
respective husbands came and | missed
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the chance. RIP Ruby! You were the most
stylish lady on stage with a perfect sense
of timing! Along with you, an entire era
of theatre has passed away!

Meena Kumari died a lonely death in
1972, on an anonymous hospital bed at
the age of 38, after a prolonged battle
with liver-cancer. Her countless fans
flocked to theatres like bees to a hive
to watch Pakeezah, her last movie.
Madhubala, the Venus of Bollywood,
according to the TIME magazine,
passed away at the age of 36 due to a
chronic heart ailment. She
rose to dizzying heights in
the 1950’s with big box-
office hits like Chalti Ka
Naam Gaadi; Kala Pani; Mr.
& Mrs. 55; Mahal; and of
course, Mughal-E- Azam.
Geeta Bali died in January
1965 following a brief and
sudden illness; her husband,
Shammi Kapoor was away
in  Kulu-Manali  shooting
for Teesri Manzil and had to
rush back. Sridevi seemed to have
it all - a loving husband, two lovely
daughters, the best of films, name,
fame and wealth. The only thing
lacking was the number of days on
earth to enjoy these!

Smita Patil was a stage actress.
I'd seen and reviewed her Marathi-
play at the NCPA. At another
play, we were introduced and she
thanked me for a ‘good review’. |
answered, “l only give fair reviews
- you deserved it!” We met briefly
over tea and chutney sandwiches
at the NCPA and then lost touch.
A year later, we bumped into each
other at Worli’s Door Darshan TV
station where she was a news-
reader and | was doing the TV show
- ‘“You And The Law’, with late
advocate, K C Vajifdar. We chatted
again over tea and sandwiches. | called
her my favourite Marathi Mulgi and she
called me a ‘sweet Parsi aunty’.

Their passing away makes us think
of the futility of name, fame and
wealth. Also, film-stars become larger in
death than in life because death gives
them the supreme gift of mystique!
Unfortunately, their death also becomes
fodder for an unethical media who
intrude on their families, while they
grieve. This is because when larger
than life legends die, there’s an added,
feverish curiosity in fans to know more
and more! They may be gone, but they
will not be forgotten... just like the stars
of yesteryears... even today, we talk
of Elvis Presley, Rock Hudson, Marylyn
Monroe and other Hollywood stars of the
40’s and 50’s with nostalgia!
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Deceased Age Date Relations
Wil ay Arlu woudali
Farokh Rustumji Mistry 76 0805200 Captain Building, Zorousirian Colony, Chikalwadi, q 32l 4t AUl 32 AR161 Hlplll 52y, d o2 34l dadlul dan elelg dan el Aldl,
AU Feru lall o¢ Mumbai 7. 12 uletn . 23, 2of W, Wl Gigapm, gaua, Yot ot A 2efl 2ilell ofledl, odlet g2 olafl A il 34 slefleu 22, & ¥, 300, i,
Akt s, Assndl, AR, BT lanay g1 A uerzviell HRN A <eaet A viRelled sist 23R a3l 4Rl dadluiet AL,
Khorshed Doli Chothia 74 08052020 8/275, Shangrila, Kmlleshwuri Morg Bondra (W), A 3¢ eleflal aenidl d ogelladr w3t d 3edldl oidd d Hzeal a4 Glo £z €15l d wedl
widie Aiel Aelu 0% 'fﬂfgh"' 5020l/ou, aindla, vizawdl ML, U agopS ezpat Alelludl ag A AR A ddat seudl iz,
Hoe 4o,
Perin Erach Printer 88 03052020 C18, Malbari Building, Flat No.18, New Khareghat - o %23l dedflett 2124 Mletcizelt 21531 A #xgHl oliel, 3ell, Eestt o 2RI otée d gtell, sazallee uill
Udlet w1z Wl ¢ Colony, Babulnath, Mumbai 7. 2fl-1¢, Haetdl § g, Jusste, daiell, Seld Siet, 2G4 4 Adledl A2 Tel Biiez,
[Bileda, 4 wiaz sldldl, onoa-an, Houl o,
Furdoon Munchersha 97 08052020 No.2, Ava Mansion, 230, Tardeo Road, Mumbai 7. o or3 &2g« HalRallell Wil A £laii Haza dielacuadl 21521 d wias Yo Aléedd ¢iHl ellendacdl
% Lo - 2, U] At 230, dARE, ot o, wl d 2l dldl, aefla 4 weHl 32, W, 33 ddal ddlaaadl o A adami ik
54 WA (uidlaa) silalaadl srmie d oot diglka silald otdl.
Ervad Homi Khurshedji 81 09052020 305/306, Parsee Salsefte Chs Lid. Jijamata Marg, o H¢H YRAE VRAEDAL €152 4 WU el virde vasldl £l d dlean il dadla @ d
Panthaki 4 Andheri (E) Mumbai 93. 30u/30€, Weall W92 yyoafly, fletos Ao it WL A W, £RL ofle A Hghl At Aver dleatdl oS d Uz,
= R iaf siwitZla eGibr =L, o wel, vy €1y, 2
LIRAE Gl wrdED U w0 (5., o 3 ARHSA Aol Ador <Alsladl HHUD d HISERIAL HI2L HHIAUD d 2RUAEUR, 73] dHer HéluR-l
' 4a12 A Wil ERAUAED < 32| Ruew SRudldl s
Bachu Noshir Dubash 85 09052020 205, Yosh Apt. Ambani Road Vishal Nagar, Vosoi o 3¢ «lgllz i genaedl avladdl d #agu yaan 35l SRl i, d wren 36 Sudlda 2, d
o1y digle gena a West, M"“‘:'? fé“;m — uotg 351 Satell 2 Aoy 3] SRellell WHUD A HRGAL SUAMHM BRI golleledl A A Sl Hidsal
;::(:; :ou"z; PUARIELRS, TP el dan wrel «Ralla, dlad, dddl, oud, W, Aud, 4uaid, Hld edidl ddd, d R 3w
’ ’ aleuzal 25l A el 8523, dlgg, dam, dld dan vy aza sdadlad wal 4 wfla ik
5U2 ddl HRgH gL «diellR gonae euedl d lg i€l gonadt ssiell d Ha, «dlggr, daikida sl d
Alezvl el Ao SRuedledl A,
Jer Homi Daruwala 79 0052020 /A, Kaka Building, Marzaban Colony, Gilder Lane,  df ¢iaflel tieiiedl A H2gl Hidsous oveivllzap ietorllaiel €153l d oleiotell Ml d WreMl deMldl
arx 6+l £3A1AL e Mumbai f]e'{f:ﬂ"' ;‘"mh{" B. is“’”' sl [ heep gizatent ag A Seallel e A Ralla, virde, dedd, ond dul #eHl A A il oidd.
52 4 .
RS SR Skt Lol A fetetiell #59 A Hze Al Deaw sl 2aedl d 3 uasan b ool
Soli Edulji Daroowalla 85 09052020 /1, Sir Ratan Tata Blocks, C. J. Colony Rafon Tota  q He3el aefl d HgHl dedlal 2ieam eaiaidl €5 d 34l 4 il ousd A viralle, »RqA1,
ol vizaw agual Al Roud, Toedas, Mashaist ofleirfzz A Wl wuL A iR, Adde ddl Rl dlsd A ERMUAL AU, A HIEHL FHL LA
L i A o Al b el BAZIAIYZAL 01 Zldiell, Ade, Beticllel, URE, dAlob, DIRelloh, UMl A WAL HHIAUD,
28, drza, 4o 3v.
Adi Rustamji 87 10052020 1104, Bridge View, 16, Honsraje Lane, Bycwllo, d u¢all 3+l dtll 324 Uadd® ongicueaiaidl s d 463 21l edlizaicndl oud d wgy
Jafrabadwalla 9 Mumbai 10. 240%, sfler 24, eadt, 448 10 qaoflgiel willdE A H2EHL BrROUS Al 342 §RA3H2 VALl oIS,
w1zl FRAHD AAIUCUEALAL
Ruby Burjor Patel 87  T1-05-020  Heera Mehr Woodhouse Road, Colaba, Mumbai 5. o ooz oaea{l2 w2l tiediedl d Hosolid, 2210y, BRIl ML d Sell o 2uotidel séd d el
30{l owodz wza €9 (G2t ez, gseida s, s, o u. Al Hld u2adl £l d Wl adl snecllz wadl ag d 2l 4 dlaadl wye d idla,
ULk, il L TRl AdAHeR,
Minoo Framroz Mehta 92 124052020 302 — Palonji Shapurji Home B. D. Pefif Road, A HagH «42oflal g2los Al vitdle d HagHl daosolls) dut g2l <. Aediel 2152 d oielld HéuR
e, s20aias Aedl €2 Comballa Hill, Mumbai 2"-] 4l hazel, oAl B, Aear, vuslle 2. Aeial cu A Heul 2R3 B, Aedl, olie 320 ARt 4 By
i‘:;;f;:‘*iﬂg"f € o SRR S gzl o0 A ohld, gedaiss A Al Aes a162 A AR D21 2AD d HeHL i dal
' ‘ 5RY ARMRALALAL 6rHIES,
Bahadur Sorabji Avari 72 12052020 Q-11, Bharucha Colony, S. V. Roud, Andheri (W), q a@oflatt villde d s3a uiRacla 4 aidld ieddieial [l d wadlq 2l da Hegal il 4
CUSER WA mudl 02 Mumbai 58. 24 21, etz L, et ol As, 8L foaal i A Usse A el 4D A WAl oflviri axn AR Al AL A i, Al
. A A Wi d gl »ug dal zidl asladl s,
Perviz Firoze Tantra 91 12052020 B-5, Rustam Palace, 15t Floor, 222/E, Javji Dadji  q glloy €y didudl aullaiedl d »ulka dRis did 4 wall 2Rl didudl Wi d Wl
wzdflor 1 didz e M‘:{Q- funstey Hinsi 7-;““}- . W, 9 2qqoud dun duu dova dlsiunadl Asdl A weil @ du sy, R duna
MRS B L A st A 38l dizna Wil sdd d #H dRuam B, dididl 4¢.
Mehroo Savaksha Engineer 95 12052020 20, Aidun Bldg., ‘B Block, 4Th Floor, Dhobhi Talao, d el eflvimd aal swasa sifsrfauzar €lsdl d wren dld, aiasal 2ozl odd d weHl
deg masan il en M\‘:ﬂ":"' 2 ;-'O;S gt [lea, ofl odls, vl wd, - o]l sl feral uefl d gdlet, S, vl 582 A Y, sl 216 dladi des wedl,
dloflazug, Hord 2.
Frainy Percy Mistri 71 12052020 5, Brigion No.l, 68/D, Nepeansea Road, Nec; A Wzl aeaiedl d HagHl B dlee 2rzdlka4 sl d el gelld, 2redkdAl WD d Aegvi-l
ol uzafl fl=fl 9 Regency Hotel, Mumbai 6. 4, iz <. 1, £¢/ e _
} fluedl 1ig, ool €la visio, Yol €. o+t d el 39 9l slall o
Homi Cooverji Umriar 83 1205200 337, Zaitoon Costle, 2/3, Charni Road Jundion, | H2¢H 24del WIEE d S1 ERMY, VUL AU d Heldlddl U2AD d HGHL SRD ddl 24siidl
didl A Gudlar ¢3 Gﬁ"{ Pood, Nusmibest”- ?3;*’ HA 889, 23 o) q wagal oad L el E3AAIL oM d 31, dedd, ded id gl ddl, adz o A 4L
e fasiis s (b 2215, HREH 5etet, £2Eetell 2l A Uelloell 075 A 3L 22 A oiodz i Wl oddl A
2AR¥UAL W2y sl g d 32 9. slzaidl 4.
Homiar Sorabji Vachha 78 130500 Novroji House, Near Kohinoor Showroom, Dadar, df #gy 9idld €l Aegiel el d Hagul viikdeolld dal AR o4de® ARl gl d <=3l
Sl iRz e s Y, Mumbai 14. 4ol @16, sl dlzell o, gl oyjefler o A el aliell, Vel auiell, <A vikde wldl 2uEudaEl dan wew 2l A A4
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Fali Adi Hoyvoy 58 1305200 LN3-14, Godrej Buoug, Nepean Sea Roud, o M3l el Aul gl (22297) sMss dldiedl £lsil d weHl #l cleumale 2, »ikR4
sl wifl ludin \ "_‘“E‘“" 36. 2iq-q3-9%, dlleor o, RS idamane 2 A et cidumane 28 da s B 2ansan sudior A wel e sy,
e, dlesile 2R3 Al %83 Adate ddlel oedlon. A Aea wds wrdad, oduy wds
wizdlaa, gHl ARy wrdadl, 2dad waold urRdadl, skusglr s 2, sdld @i ddeaa
o4 dlat viu3z wiild sofld auzd
Phiroze Faramroze 14052020 1 A—40, Tata Mills Chs Ltd. 9Th Floor, Elphinstone  q oil«t £llos ittt vitlde A vj2i3 Gloy Haidiel sl d dRHld b3 HAUAAAL A S14R.
Mewawalla o3 ?u:ﬁ P;é'l“-'”r r’:‘“‘"’"}' ‘fﬂ“"};[:; o ‘“‘3- A Mgl Eleidid Al 2Rl AR Aarudi €s2n d Sl dan sl Jidl susils A 4
#ldio: sumdis Al AL R A o E M dlg dia weidludl o, A el Bl dan sz sk AdlEddl oaus d ARy, Wi,
wiadleeed s, wia A4, Juf 12, A 5 2 .
e Adlezel qusldl 51519 d deioy dlzl Aanaiatd st au d Az iR Hlall 4 wéadia gl
U2ALSlIeAL HIHI,
Ratan Nasarwanji 88 1505200 1/3, Sir Dorab Tata Building, No- 2, Tata Blocks, S. A #ze «leailetl vitlA d Wl «lisilz sHielell o1 A HEHL 240l Al AURAUAD Hidell L £l
Bhathena V. Road, Bandra, Mumbai 50. /3 2@ £Rict il § 3z oflop A Hiels 4 ol Al oS A vigRa sl sAidel ¥ A <disdlz g6l S
el AHAAD GlL3eL [ifgan 4 2, it sellsat, oliest, Hoti YU @ d 4290l £l oL,
Death Announcements from Navsari
Ridsi Priichahiaw Gandhi 64  09.052020  Parsi Infermery, Navsari d HGHL 24 dal 2iRaan Al EsrL. A il eues.
3udl wizaal ikl izl Setgz il daidl.
Death Announcements from Prayer Hall
Farzana  Aspi  Sarkari 09.052020  12/C Swan Building, Navy Nagar, Colabo, Mumbai 5. ] scuetizidieit tilseaiell d Brawan 2ad el #32dl, A sag 21 2120 25l B4l d
Satyanarayanan 423, 2aed o, Adl 4o, siaen, qoid U, BBl Olaed.
gl wdl masdl
YAIRAGL
Shahbehram Kaikhushroo 11052020 K-2/32 Cama Park, Coma Rod, Andheri West, Mumbai. ~ qf vjgieitell 40ll A Hellidt 2ied Al WAL A 22VIEL, HelAl, ERMAA 1S d [zl 222 d
Zaq bo2/3% s, s A, 2R R, S yagadl Ates £6R A HRgH AL 2 g E1lotiell o3I A 2RI B Retdell 4R B L.
ALSGLEUH Fuu3 215
Adil Kaikobad Joshi 83 23042000 205 loy alka, Amboli, Andheri Wesf, Mumbai 8. f oq23{let <t 100l A HEH AA0US Al HEH FsioUEAL 15U A R 2 WeFuL AL WL A Al 214
sufza dsious oasil ¢3 20u/of Bt 2ieildl, 218 22, YU ool o A ol A BRAAAL Ales SR,
Death Announcements from Dubai, UAE
Khorshed Sorabji 88 11052020  Meadows 9, Street 10, Villa 16, Emirafes Living Duboi, o H26H 2AIMIM AL HEH 519U 42RAUA e+l £153] A HRSH 2RI vlig2sr AlRladl-l
g g ¢ UAE. Rdlas &, %2 10, 2Rz dldl g, qoflnell d il dizier Awdlad 214 ordle WRie diulaudidl Wl d Hew R
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Lucky Dates: 17, 18, 21, 22.

The ongoing Moon’s rule helps you keep calm
and complete all your work effectively. Travel
opportunities are indicated. You will be able
to win the heart of another by helping them.
A favourite person will come to meet with you,
bearing good news. Pray the 34th Name, ‘Ya
Beshtarna’, 101 times, daily.
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Lucky Dates: 16, 18, 19, 20.

The Sun’s rule starting 14th May suggests
that you avoid doing any work related to the
government or legalities till the 4th of June. You
could find it difficult to complete important
tasks. Acidity or headaches could trouble you.
To placate the heat of the Sun, pray the 96th
Name, ‘Ya Rayomand’, 101 times, daily.
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Lucky Dates: 17, 18, 21, 22.

Venus' ongoing rule will cause an increased
inclination towards fun and entertainment.
You will find happiness in delivering your
responsibilities. Good news from abroad
could come your way. You will be able to
retrieve old bad debts. The opposite gender
will be supportive. Despite spending money,
you will not face any financial shortage. Pray
daily to Behram Yazad.
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Lucky Dates: 16, 17, 19, 20.
Venus’ long-drawn rule indicates that you will
be successful in keeping your family members
happy. You could meet a favourite person.
Squabbles between couples will reduce.
You will be able to make new purchases for
the house. You will receive fame as well as
financial profits in all your ventures. Pray to
Behram Yazad daily.
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Lucky Dates: 17, 18, 21, 22.
Rahu’s rule will go on till 4th June. Do not trust
even those close to you as there are chances
that you could be deceived. Things could go
topsy-turvy. Take care of your health. You
could end up spending on medical expenses.
Squabbling amidst couples is indicated. Avoid
meeting new people. Pray the ‘Mah Bokhtar
Nyaish’ daily.

Virgo - s«
y.s6.2l.
9 sl 23l Beazami var
sl ol B9, el Hsordl
Baes udai ydl sl doa. ase
sl 54 usdll, dHA MEE BludRd Hee s
sl Hedszfie AR 5204, 2220070 UL U]
Saled, gs4ddl di. 1g, 14, 1¢, 20 9,

Lucky Dates: 16, 18, 19, 20.

With the last week under Jupiter’s rule, ensure
to cater first to the demands of your family
members. You will be able to do religious
tasks. You will be able to help those who have
helped you. Ensure to make investments. Pray
the Sarosh Yasht daily.
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Lucky Dates: 17, 20, 21, 22.

Jupiter’s rule till 23rd June helps you do your
daily chores peacefully. Financial stability is
indicated. You will receive anonymous help.
You will be able to hold a family get-together.
New ventures will taste success. You will be
able to make new purchases for the house.
Pray the Sarosh Yasht daily.
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Lucky Dates: 18, 19, 20, 21.
Jupiter's rule till 23rd June helps you do your
daily chores peacefully. Financial stability is
indicated. You will receive anonymous help.
You will be able to hold a family get-together.
New ventures will taste success. You will be
able to make new purchases for the house.
Pray the Sarosh Yasht daily.
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Lucky Dates: 16, 17, 20, 21.

With today and tomorrow as the last two days
under Mercury’s rule, ensure to first complete
all your accounting-related matters. Saturn’s
rule, starting from 18th May, for the next 36
days, could put you in a difficult position. Your
health could get affected. Family members
might not seem supportive. Completing your
daily tasks will feel like a challenge. Pray the
Meher Nyaish daily.
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Lucky Dates: 17, 18, 19, 21.
Mercury's ongoing rule makes you focus on
your benefits. With some effort, you will be
able to make profitable investments. You will
be able to retrieve your stuck finances, if you
try harder. New ventures will be successful.
You will be able to complete your work quickly
with the help of your friends. Pray the Meher
Nyaish daily.
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Lucky Dates: 16, 17, 20, 22.
With the last week left under Mars' rule,
ensure to drive/ride your vehicle with exira
caution as there are chances of meeting with
an accident. The descending influence of Mars
could make you irritable. Financially, things
could get difficult. You could end up stressed
in your attempt at helping others. A favourite
person could get upset with you. Pray the Tir
Yasht daily.
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Lucky Dates: 17, 18, 19, 21.

With the last week left under Mars’ rule,
ensure to drive/ride your vehicle with extra
caution as there are chances of meeting with
an accident. The descending influence of Mars
could make you irritable. Financially, things
could get difficult. You could end up stressed
in your attempt at helping others. A favourite
person could get upset with you. Pray the Tir
Yasht daily.
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orne la Genielata

DARA M. KHODAUI

title and had gone to

relieve myself when | heard
a scream, “Darabshaaaa!”
Normally, my wife Ruttie lets
out such a scream when she
comes across a cockroach or
some such vermin, but this
scream sounded in bold fonts,
so | realized | was in trouble. |
hurried to my screaming half,
“Su che darling?” She was
fuming.

]had just written the above

“This, this g-e-n-i-t-a - you, you dirty
old man, you think | do not know French?
That word ‘la’ is a give-away. | know it
well. French is full of it. Pelo Maurice
Chevalier used to sing sings, ‘O la la
la... something. How can you write such
words in a family newspaper like our
PT?! Stop being anatomical Children
read it too!”

She stopped to catch her breath
and | slipped in my two-bit-worth,
“Ruttie, this is not French. It is
Italian. And you have even spelt it
badly.” Ignoring me she started again.
“French, ltalian or Corsican, a dirty
word is a dirty word. Mara mamma
has mara ma very solidly ingrained
the Zoroastrian triad of Manasni,
Gavasni, Kunasni and | do not intend
to turn away from this lesson. As
she surfaced for one more breath, |
squeezed in, “In Italian, it means ‘the
genius is back’. Just like that song,
‘Torna a Surriento’. That inspired
me to entitle this piece. | meant to
compliment you!”

Nothing works like good old fashion
flattery. Automatically, her gear shifted.
She went into the easy cruising mode
saying, “Mare-re! Me a denius? A
compliment to me! Omigosh Darab! Are
you all right?” | put in magnanimously,
“Where a compliment is due, | pay it
without scrimping. No economy there!”

“Tell me more, Darab! What
inspired you? This is rare indeed!” She
went into D. Trump mode - ‘Ooooo!
So rarrrrrrel” “After almost forty-two
years of marriage, this is one of the few
occasions when you have said anything
like this!” She was in state of epiphany.

| retorted, “l would pay compliments if
| were able to get in a word or two in,
even edgewise. But well there you are!
You deserve it.”

A little prevarication, a non-truth
or rather a half-truth can save you
from an ugly situation. This one did.

For this advice M’am Editor might get
some letters about this be-non-truthful
advice, but she can face it. Editors are
made of sterner stuff!

Actually, | had started to write how
many new qualities | have discovered
in myself during these fifty-six days
of lockup. Like, how Nehru wrote
‘Discovery of India’; like self-writing
these little gems. But that will have
to be some another time, some other
place. This article is now about my now.
She deserves it too.

No outing, no téte-a-téte with
Shirin, Baktu or Firuza or chothhe-
mar-ni Chandanbai except via the cell-
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phone. No ‘bai’ to sweep and swab or
to clear up the mess that yours sincerely
is prone to make. There are hardly
any vendors to bring the necessities
to the doorstep, and then, to come up
with culinary excellence with limited
resources about five times a day is
indeed an achievement requiring genius!
To crown it all, she has to listen to
the hair-raising screeches, squeaks
and squawks that | produce trying
to teach myself to play violin upon
my grand-daughter’s old instrument
via a self-teacher. A very diplomatic
neighbor tactfully suggested to me,
“Darabsha, an intellectual writer like
you should learn Greek or Russian or
something more current like Chinese
which will help you not only in your
literary pursuits but also on your
foreign jaunts when you visit Beijing,”
and | distinctly heard him murmur “or
Wuhan, hopefully!”

M’am Editor is going to be happy
this article is feminocentric, and on
the domestic scene Ruttie is happy.
This will translate into peace at home
and maybe an extra special-something
for ‘chavena’ at 7:30 and a dessert after
dinner. It pays to be good to your wife,
even accidentally | know | am at the risk
of being labeled as hen-peck husband by
all those guys who infest the colony’s
gateway, still, I'll rise a toast to my
Ruttie when | settle down tonight to my
pre-prandial peg.

“Here’s to my wife, Ruttie and to all
the ladies! | love 'em all! When it comes
to making a home during the tough and
terrible times sans the ‘bais’, sans a lot
of necessities, they Torne la Genielata,
they come back like geniuses!

Parsi Times is delighted to present
the writings of our talented readers
with the

promotional

Community, via our
Reader’s
Corner. We encourage and promote

platform -

our budding writers, to share your
original works - poetry or prose, by
offering the opportunity of getting
your work published in Parsi Times -
the Community’s leading Newspaper!
Mail us with your contributions at
editor@parsi-times.com

Worry Not
By Afried Dastur

Ringing constantly in our ears

Is a warning bell,

Because it's us who

Indiscriminately trees chop and fell;
But tells me my heart,

We won’t have to forever live in a cell,
And, soon, really soon, all will be well.
But once things are good,

For others we mustn’t create hell -
For flora and fauna,

We shouldn’t sound the death knell!
Let’s look after our fellow creatures -
And all cruelty dispel.

Over satanic values win;

Only then, everything will be well.
With patience little, hope and faith,

| firmly do tell,

These dark clouds will dwindle;

And all will be well,

Soon, really soon, all will truly be well!
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Charitable And Religious Trusts To Revalidate
Tax Exemption And Tax Deduction Registration

NOSHIR H. DADRAWALA

Noshir H. Dadrawala is CEO, Centre for Advancement of Philanthropy (CAP), through which he offers compliance related advisory to
charitable trusts and institutions as also corporate social initiatives. His career spans over 35 years in the nonprofit sector, working with a
diverse range of organisations, from large established national and global organisations, to corporate and family grant makers, to start ups.

he Government of
India seems adamant
about putting charitable as

also religious trusts and institutions
through the exercise of revalidating
their tax exemption and tax deduction
registrations. The only relief provided is
by way of extending the effective date
from 1=t June 2020 to 1%t October 2020.

Press Note of Ministry of Finance

On 9" May 2020, the Ministry of
Finance released a press note titled:
“New procedure for registration,
approval, etc. of certain entities
deferred to 1st October, 2020".

The note states: “Entities approved/
registered/ notified under section
10(23C), 12AA, 35 and 80G of the
Income-tax Act, 1961 (the Act) would
be required to file intimation within
three months from 1%t October, 2020,
i.e., by 31st December, 2020.”

The term used by the Ministry of
Finance is “file intimation”. This gives
one an impression that this may not be
a process of ‘Reregistration’ but simply
a process of filing online intimation or
informing the Income tax authorities
that the trust or institution is interested
in continuing its registration. One really
hopes this is the case.

However, as we all know the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) under
the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act
(MHA) 2010 also requires organisations
registered under FCRA 2010 to “provide
intimation” if there is change in the FCRA
Bank account or utilization account etc.
However, what MHA means by “provide
intimation” is in fact a process in
obtaining written “prior approval” from
MHA and until such written permission
is issued by MHA the change cannot be
implemented by the organization.

Thus, in the government of India’s
dictionary the term “intimation” has
a very different and deeper meaning
than what is commonly or universally
understood.

The note also states: “The amended
procedure for approval/registration/
notification of new entities shall also
apply from 1% October, 2020. The
necessary legislative amendments in this
regard shall be proposed in due course.”

Limited relief: Very clearly the
Government of India is keen on going

b,
.
e

ahead with implementing their new
policy under the Finance Act 2020
and which will require all charitable
and religious trusts and institutions to
revalidate their 12AA, 10(23C), 35 and
80G registrations.

The only relief provided is by way
of postponing implementation from 1
June to now 1%t October 2020. As per
Finance Act 2020 all existing charitable
and religious institutions already
registered under Section 12A (trusts and
institutions registered prior to 1996),
Section 12AA (trusts and institutions
registered after 1996), Section 10(23C)
(certain educational and medical
institutions) and Section 80G are
required to re-apply to the income tax
authorities to revalidate their existing
registrations.

As per Finance Act 2020, this exercise
was to commence on 1% June 2020 and
close on 31+t August 2020. In other words,
charitable trusts and institutions were
given a limited window of three months to
apply online for revalidating their income
tax registrations. However, in view of
the Covid-19 pandemic, lockdowns
and other challenges, this exercise
will now commence on 1% October
2020 and close on 31 December 2020.

Process: Finance Act 2020 received the
assent of the President of India on 27
March 2020 and is now already law. Once
the Rules and online forms are drafted
and ready there will be a window of
three months (now 1% October to
31 December 2020) within which
application must be submitted. Trusts
and institutions may apply on their
own or perhaps through their auditors/
practicing chartered accountants.

Validity:  After  processing  your
application, your trust or institution’s

registration under section 12A or 12AA
or Section 10(23C) and 80G may be
revalidated by income tax for a period
of five years. Application for renewal
after five years must be made at least
six months prior to the expiry of the five
years validity period. The concept of
five years validity seems to have been
borrowed by the Ministry of Finance
from the Ministry of Home Affairs.
Many will recollect that the concept of
revalidating registration under FCRA was
introduced by MHA for the first time in
December 2015.

Interestingly the validity of FCRA
registration of most NGO will expire
on 31 October 2021 and applications
for renewal can be made one year to
at least six months in advance and this
means charitable and religious trusts
and institutions will also
be preparing for renewing
their FCRA registration
from November 2020
onward.

Provisional registration
for new entrants: Newly
established trusts and
institutions applying
to income tax for
registration for the very
first time will be given
provisional registration
for three years. This
is a new concept. Once granted, the
provisional registration shall be valid
for three years from the Assessment
Year from which the registration is
sought. Thereafter, application for
renewal or rather registration (instead
of provisional registration) can be
submitted at least six months prior
to the expiry of validity period of the
provisional registration and registration
so granted shall be valid for five years.

What if registration is not revalidated?
Unfortunately, if the income tax
authorities refuse to renew or revalidate
your trust or institution’s registration as
a tax-exempt organization established
for a charitable or religious purpose, the
following would be the consequences:
a) The total income of your trust
would become taxable, including
all voluntary donations and grants
received during the financial year;
b) If the trust or institution is de-
registered u/s 12A or 12AA, Section
115TD of Income tax (introduced vide
Finance Act 2016) would be invoked
and there would be an additional tax
(at market value) on the assets (e.g.
land, building, investments in shares,
if any) of the trust or institution.

Will revalidation of tax exemption & tax
deduction certificates be automatic?
Will the process be simple or complex?
Will it be seamless automatic renewal for
all those who will be applying online and
have been filing their returns annually
on time and complying with all other
statutory requirements under the Income
tax Act 19617 Will the tax authorities
be demanding resubmission of old
records? Unfortunately, there are many
old trusts which have misplaced their
registration certificates and trust deeds.

Will the tax authorities be re-
examining the objects and activities?

If yes, does the department have the
capacity and infrastructure to scrutinize
2,17,000 applications in detail within a
reasonable period of time? We are not
sure as yet if this will be an exercise inre-
registration (with detailed submissions
and scrutiny) or automatic re-validation.
We all do hope and pray it will be the
latter. But what if it is the former?

What could prove disastrous? We have
been observing that in recent years)
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bthe income tax authorities have been
denying registration u/s 12AA for totally
irrelevant reasons well beyond the scope
of enquiry contemplated u/s 12A of the
Income Tax Act 1961. For example, it
is a settled position under law that
once settled, a trust is ‘irrevocable’,
but Income tax authorities insist that
the ‘irrevocability’ clause should be
explicitly stated in the trust deed.

We all know that there is no explicit
provision under the Public Trusts Act
to dissolve or wind up a trust and yet
the income tax authorities insist that
there should be a clear clause in the
trust deed for winding up or dissolving
the trust. There are virtually thousands
of old trust deeds which simply do not
have these clauses. Will the Income tax
authorities insist that these trusts should
amend their trust deeds? If the answer
is yes, brace yourself for further delays
in revalidating your tax-exempt status
till the charity commissioner approves
amendment to your trust deed.

In our opinion, clauses like
“irrevocability’ and ‘winding up’ are
desirable, but not a pre-condition
under the Income Tax Act for granting
registration for tax exemption. Income
tax authorities also insist that the trust
deed or memorandum of association
should have a clause that the
beneficiaries are a section of the public
and not specific individuals and that the
funds and property of the trust shall be
used only for the objectives of the Trust,
Society or Non-profit Company. Will the
Income tax authorities insist that all trust
deeds and memorandum of associations
must mandatorily have these clauses?
Would it not suffice if trustees or
members of the governing board submit
a signed undertaking or affidavit that
these norms will be adhered to and
the income tax authorities may cancel
registration in case of any violation?

Honestly, we don’t have the answers
to any of these doubts, queries and
concerns that we keep receiving.
We will get a clear idea only
once the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) drafts the Rules and
prepares the new online forms.

Other changes under Finance Act
2020:

National Register & UIN: The
Government of India also proposes
to create a National Register of all
charitable and religious institutions and
the Income Tax Department will issue
a Unique Identification Number to all
charitable and religious institutions.
In our opinion this would be a good
initiative and help with proper collection
of data and analysis of that data.

Either 12AA or 10(23C): Currently,
several hospitals, schools and colleges
are registered simultaneously under
section 10(23C) and 12AA. Often, if
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exemption is denied under 10(23C), the
institution seeks cover under the backup
registration under 12AA. Charitable
trusts and intuitions currently registered
under both 10(23C) and 12AA will now be
required to decide whether they prefer
to apply for revalidation or renewal of
either the registration u/s 10(23C) or
12AA, but not both. Those currently
registered u/s 12AA or 12A will now be
registered or revalidated under the new
Section 12AB.

Additional new compliance u/s 80G:
Every charitable trust or institution
registered u/s 80G shall be required
to submit a statement of donations
received in such form & manner as
may be prescribed & the benefit of
80G shall be available to donors on
the basis of information relating to
donation furnished by the corresponding
charitable trust or institution.

End Note:

1. Ministry of Finance has only provided
‘temporary relief’ by extending the
date of implementation.

2. Petitions made to the Prime Minister
and the Finance Minister requesting
them not to increase administrative
burden for both the income tax
authorities as also the voluntary
sector appears to have fallen on deaf
years.

3. In the meantime, charitable and
religious trusts and institutions can
continue to enjoy tax exemption
and offer their donors (if any left
after Covid-19 and PM CARES) tax
deductions under section 80G of
Income tax.

4, Please note that even between 1%
October 2020 to 315 December 2020,
existing registrations under section
12A, 12AA, 10(23C), 35 and 80G shall
remain valid.

5. One hopes that all applications
(“intimations”) filed  between
1%t October to 31% December

2020 by over 2,17,000 registered
organisations will be processed by
the income tax authorities by the
end of the financial year 2020-21
(i.e. by 31t March 2021).

Stay Positivel We certainly do not
want any of our colleagues at work or
in the voluntary sector to be ‘Covid
Positive.” But we certainly want them
to remain positive in the attitude and
approach to all the challenges that this
year has brought home. ‘Duty bound
while home bound’ is the maxim by which
most of us will remember the year 2020.
This year is and will remain a challenging
year for everyone. However, according
to the Chinese, the year 2020 is the ‘Year
of the Rat’ and the rat is a symbol of
astuteness and adaptability. Our success
and sustainability will largely depend on
how smartly we navigate each hurdle
that comes along the way and how
quickly and effectively we adapt to the
rapidly changing circumstances.
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Parsi Times is delighted to present the writings of our talented readers with
the Community, via our promotional platform - Reader’s Corner. We encourage
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THE HEROES
By Gulshan D. Morawala

My poem is a wee bit long,

But please hear me out

It's the story of India’s heroes -
Whether think or stout.

They are our heroes,

Fighting night and day

Helping people survive,
Keeping death at bay.

Amidst ambulance sirens and
Chaotic scenes at play,

Our stoic medics

Brush all their fears away.
Caring for patients’ lives,
Putting their own at risk,

Not a thought for themselves -
Working at a pace so brisk .

Without sleep and rest,

They work round the clock,
As patients continue pouring
In by the flock.

Working away Courageously,
Completely engrossed

To ensure your life -

There should be no loss.

Their fears they hide and

Their longing for family too,
Their deeds do all the talking,
Their words are few;

Tired to the bone, they slog,
Some mystic power at work,
Duty bound they are, these folks,
Never a moment they shirk.

There's another group of people too
Who volunteer to serve

Just me and you,

They are those who lend a helping hand
By being there just on our demand.

They fetch and deliver as per our lists
And when thanked,

It's their pleasure, they insist!
Selfless service they give one and all,
Putting their personal lives at a stall.

The army, the police and

Our leaders too,

Are out and about

Doing what they have o do,

Keeping law and order in all our states
Battling conditions of fear and hate.

.

The clean-up marshals

Sanitize our house,

With far away thoughts

Of their children and spouse,
The roads and slums

Are spruced up too,

We hail you folks,

What would we do without you?

The veggie vendor and the bread-man
Make their daily rounds

In our stand-still days,

Yhey are the friends we have found.
In their own little way,

They keep us in bliss,

The milkman too,

Should be included in this.

The media has done its bit too,
Whether on TV or news papers,

We get our news

Their teams brave all conditions odd,
To keep us updated,

This, we must applaud!

But the greatest Hero of them all,

Is our respected PM who stands tall,
Guiding and protecting

Our country great,

With his sage counsel,

Disaster he did abate.

With sheer foresight

And unrelenting calm,

He has saved India from undue harm,
And it is he who will

Get us back on track,

So, let us stand by him,

Don’t turn your back.

We must thank God

For a leader so great,

It's he, who will surely alter India’s fate,
Let us jointly pray for his good health,
For he surely is India’s most valued
wealth. = o
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