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100% Water Proof + Dustmite Proof | 100% Customization Option | 125 Night Risk-Free Trial | FREE Door-Step Delivery | Sanitized Product
We make Customized Mattress | We make all types of Customized Furniture & Sofa
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

Happy Valentine’s Day! Stay Connected!

Dear Readers,

In a few weeks, we would all have survived a year of the coronavirus
pandemic. It’s been a year filled with myriad experiences for us all... a year
of fear and apprehensions, empowerment and empathy, loss and gratitude,
introspection and epiphanies, new normals and renewed relationships. But more than all else,
it’s been a year of immense learning and irrevocable education. It sure could go down as history’s
most extensive learning curve for the human race!

Of the many things that we have learnt, one of the key highlights is the Human Connect, which
kept us going all through the heartbreaks and the rigours. It’s the mental, moral and emotional
support which has seen us through this devastating nightmare. Love, compassion and hope gently
nourished the healing and recovery of broken hearts and spirits. Which is why, more than ever, we
should celebrate and cherish the pinnacle of this Human Connect - Love.

Valentine’s Day 2021 will be commemorated as an evolved and redefined paradigm. Since love
ain’t really love till it’s been expressed, and the human connect thrives on communication, how
about we dedicate Valentine’s Day to connecting with ALL our loved ones and sharing a part of
ourselves with them! It would definitely be more heart-felt than repeating the boring ‘flowers-
chocolates-stuffed toy’ gifting routine.

Put your skills to good use. Make those Valentine’s Day cards yourself or put together a song or
prepare a special meal! Share these videos and pics with them and tell them they are missed and
loved and precious to you! Love is, after all, in the words of Robert Frost, “an irresistible desire
to be irresistibly desired!”

Happy Valentine’s Day! May we continue to celebrate the Human Connect every single day!

Have a good weekend!

- Anahita
anahita@parsi-times.com
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In Loying Memory
Rhoda Aspi Mistry
A year has passed away since you left
Jor Heavenly Abode

on 10th February, 2020

You were our guide and protector;

our fower of strength. With your infectious smile,
ebullient laughter and extremely compassionate disposition

you touched innumerable lives and spawned many achievers.
You were our loving, caring zone of ethereal comfort. .
We shall, forever, miss you.

Hushand : Aspi

Son : Vispi
Grandson : Stevan

Corporate Office:
C-901, Marathon Innova, Off. Ganpatrao Kadam Marg, Lower Parel (W), Mumbai - 400013
T: 491226198 3838 | F: +91 22 6198 3890 | E:info@mastergroups.com

*» Meher Container Terminals Pvt. Ltd.
- EXM Project Movers Pvt. Ltd.
« Master Industries Pvt. Ltd.

kitethestudio@gmail.corlﬁ
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Get premium, tender
Goat and premium,
antibiotic residue-free
Chicken at this
amazing price,
just for today.
Hurry, order right

away!

£75009 5009
¥ GOAT + CHICKEN

(Curry Cut) (Curry Cut)

* In select areas

CHICKEN GHEE ROAST
(Ready-to-Cook)
on orders above 2699

: Rohu "_"Large Surmai/ : Use Coupon: GHEES
- 289/5009 Seer Fish
¥650/kqg
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Religion
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Orthodoxy Co

Il  communities are
hydra-headed. They
have their orthodox

and their reformers, fanatics
and sober-minded persons,
visionaries and men of
commonsense, mystics and

PArsSI TIMES

urts Puerllltles Of Dogmatic Theology,
Casuistry And Irrational Formalism

Start your weekend with positive vibes with inspirational excerpts from the acclaimed book, ‘Homage Unto Ahura Mazda’ by Dasturji
Dr. Maneckji Naserwanji Dhalla of Karachi.

absurdity of remaining in
bondage to the customs of
the infant humanity, when
it was in swaddling clothes.
They are wedded to the beliefs
and practices, good and bad,
that have come down to them
through a long past and whose
origin lies buried on obscurity.
Blindly do they believe on the
dogmas of the bygone days
of their primitive ancestors.
Stubbornly do they refuse to
deliver themselves from the
yoke of bigotry fostered by
priestcraft.

The mere mention of reform
acts upon them like a red rag on

in hair-splitting  puerilities.
Charlatanism thrives on
credulity and superstition.

Save me, my Savior, from
bigoted narrowness and
sectarian exclusiveness. Let
me not take the form for the
substance. Let me not live
according to the letter of
religion, but according to its
spirits. Let me see that it is
wrong to assert fanatically
that whatever is, is right. Let
me wisely see that there is
much that is wrong and it has
to be righted. Let me always
unswervingly aim at accuracy
and truth in |

Let me always strive to be
just to those with whom | differ.
Let me put myself in the place
of those who differ from me
and know and understand their
views that | may be tolerant
and forgiving in my dealings
with them. Above all, let me
always remember that abuse is
neither argument nor logic.

Zarathushtra, the wisest
priest of my religion, does
not forcibly exact implicit,
mechanical obedience from
me to his teachings. He does
not impose his prophetic yoke
on my thought, but leaves me

freedom of thought to exercise
my will freely.

May the breath of Vohu
Manah, Good Mind, blow
the mists of superstition
and credulity that generate
orthodoxy, from my mind and
illumine it with the gleams of
the sunshine of needful reform.
May He, the premier archangel
of Ahura Mazda, so guide me
that | may not be impervious to
the light of the new age. May
he prevent me from blindly
holding to the old order of the
dead past. May he inspire me to
move with the times!

rationalists, hypocrites and
sincere persons.

a bull. They are daggers drawn my research

over the controversy with  work.
The orthodox see not the the reformers. They indulge

NCPA Presents
‘Yesterday Once More’

Yesterday Once More
By NCPA

When : Friday, February 26, 2021
Where : Experimental Theatre, NCPA.
Time : 7200 PM

Ticket Rate : Rs. 500/-

reminisce the hits you grew up to, songs you fell in love with and melodies
that awaken sweet nostalgia. Get ready to go on a journey through the
Golden Age of Pop Music featuring songs by the Carpenters, Barbara Streisand,
Dionne Warwick, amongst others. With performances featuring Sonia Saigal - Vocals;

NCPA brings you ‘Yesterday Once More’ - a walk down memory lane where you

Harmeet Manseta - Keys/Piano; Beven Fonseca - Piano; Sanjeev Aguiar - Guitar;:
Kenneth Rebello - Bass and Lindsay D'Mello - Drums, this eclectic set of musicians is:

bound to leave you wanting more.

Meatifying Online Commerce

Founded in 2015, FreshToHome Bengaluru-based FreshToHome is a start-up that has

| a presence across the supply chain, right from directly procuring from the fishermen

and farmers, to last-mile delivery for the end customer.

Shan Kadavil is a multi-talented man. From being one of the founding members at
Zynga (of Farmville fame) to now running an ecommerce company for fresh seafood
and meat, he has worked for and managed companies in varying domains. He chanced
upon the idea of building FreshToHome when Mathew Joseph - a large fish exporter
who had his own ecommerce venture and admittedly Kadavil’s favorite when it came
to buying seafood - faced some financial issues with his business.

“The key differentiator between us and any other competitors is the level
of backward integration that we have done, and we believe we are the largest
today in this segment, doing over a million orders per month,” says Kadavil, who
believes that the company’s offering of quality, chemical-free produce combined
with reasonable mass-market pricing, has allowed them to scale faster than those
serving a niche consumer segment.

Considering the number of coasts and harbors in India, it was challenging to solve
the market fragmentation. Says Kadavil, “So, we gave an App to the fishermen
which allowed them to actually trade with pictures; we have an US patent on this
technology, it uses Al/ML in the backend.” Using this platform, the company is able
to cut out the middlemen and increase the income for the source fishermen. Apart
from sourcing, the company has built an entire infrastructure of trucks, cold chain,
collection centers and employs over 2,000 people.

For freshwater fish, the company has its own cooperative farming. It finances
small farmers and fishermen, providing technology and feed. This has been immensely
helpful as the network doesn’t get affected by supply chain variances. “Similarly, we
have also set up poultry supply chains, we have our own birds; we work with farmers,
give them day-old chicks and then do a buyback,” shares Kadavil.

The biggest challenge for them and other such players is consumer behavior.
“From a hygiene perspective, wet markets are really poor, and despite that, Indian
consumers equate these with quality. Essentially, the consumer education of moving
people online from offline, is really our biggest challenge,” he says. FreshToHome
combats this by providing numerous certifications for its products. There are quality
checks done at multiple levels, right from when the produce is being procured to the
processing centers.

Profitable in locations where the business is mature, which includes Bengaluru,
Mumbai, Chennai, Kerala and Delhi, the company has major expansion plans in place.
It plans to become operational in other major cities like Kolkata and Hyderabad over

| the next year and launch new product lines such as sausages and burgers.
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| FLATONLEASE | REPAIRS SALES AND SERVICES

ACCOMODATIONS

SERVICE APARTMENT IN UDWADA ON
A DAILY BASIS. FOR FURTHER DETAILS
CONTACT: FIROZI - 9867164290,

GEV - 8591258751.

IRANSHAH SERVICE APART-
MENTS. Re Opens for booking.
IRANSHAH ROAD, UDWADA
GAM. Please Contact:
Mr Hoshang N. Tadiwala.
Estate Broker
Call Mobile: 9825757843.

DHIRA]J

Ol0 Antigue Shop

VALUE GIVEN IS

MORE THAN MARKET RATE
We also collect Goods
& give free Home Service
Old Furniture, Watches,

Old Fountain Pens, Kerba,

Old Crockery, Old Resham Kore
And Zari, Old Toys, Old Camera,
Old Notes And Coins,
German Silver.

I‘” HH )

| 3
I b €
08197745718 /83696661
99, Sai Shop, Next to Cumballa Hill
Hospital, Kemps Corner, Mumbai-36

BUYING OF ALL TYPES OF
ANTIQUES & FURNITURE

E.g. Coins, Notes, Watches,
Wall Clock etc. Maharastra &
Gujarat.

Buying/Selling
Of Second Hand Cars

Contact. Mr. Irani
8169835441
WhatsApp: 9322871171

KALPANA

We offer more than
Market Price for your

Unique Products.

0Old Watches, Old Furniture,
0ld Fountain Pens, Old Gara Sarees,
Kerbas, Old Artificial Jewellery,
Old Resham / Zari Border Sarees,
0Old Notes / Coins,
0ld German Silver & Gold ltems.

Contact : Suresh Regd. Office at Wadala (W)
9082131691 & 9082804900 J 9819406444 + 9321106444

Available
AARAV 1bhk at Tata Mills
OLD ANTIQUE ITEMS Coop Hsg Soc Parel
VALUE GIVEN IS 700 sq ft on higher floor
MORE THAN MARKET RATE
We also collect Goods Fully Vacant
& give free Home Service
Gold & Silver Jewellery, Rent 32000
Watches, Old Furniture, G hones, P
e e Al oo Contact Mrs Dolly Irani
0ld Fountain Pens,
Gara,Ketba, Od Crocler 9820782906
Zari Border, Old Notes, Coins, 7506699147
German Silver, Household Items
DNTI ARRD 02224102527
WIYSETG SGIRIL
181, Shop No. 13, Bora Bazar,
Fort, Mumbai-1

UDVADA, NAVSARI
ANYWHERE IN
SPACIOUS AC CAR
DRIVEN BY
PARSI OWNER,
BREEZEE TRAVELS
9833284288

PARSI OWNED AC DRIVEN RENAULT
WITH AC IN ALL THREE ROWS, FOR
AIRPORT & OUTSTATION - CONTACT
SYRUS 9920406434; / 26837508,
ROSHAN 9833653752.

Innova Triple A/c Car available for
Airport, Locals, Outstations and Happy
Occasions with Utmost Comfortable
and Reasonable Rates, also available
Per Seat Basis. Benafsha:
9987268013, 022 23530322

Dadar Parsi Colony,

5 Gardens, Hindu Colony,
Wadala, Matunga, Sion, Parel

Available 1/2/3/4 BHK
For Outright Sale / Purchase
Leave & Licence
New Prelaunch Bookings
At Very Lucrative Offers

« Offices + Shops

* Residential Flats
Reputed & Trustworthy

SURESH A. WADHWA
(Rera Registered)
Real Estate Consultant
Since 25 Years.

FOR SALE

Immediate outright sale of
3 BHK (930 sq ft) in
Salsette Parsi Colony at
Andheri (East)

Pump House, Mumbai.
Very well
maintained flat fitted with
Wardrobes, Kitchen
cabinets and Loft Cabinet.

Contact : Firoza
917738796564

A Parsi owned
2BHK Flat for sale
at Dosti Estate,
Wadala East.
Carpet area 455 sq.ft.

Contact
Owner Firdoush
on 9920082930

MATRIMONIAL

AHURA MATRIMONIAL

Working 24/7 to help Zoroastrians
find their Soulmate. For Registration
Call 9822816759 / 8149613496.

ELEVATOR

(LIFT) WORKS

20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
IN PROVIDING THE
BEST SERVICE /
MAINTENANCE

Specialist in:
« AMC
« Lift Erection
= Lift Repairs
* Modification

CONTACT CHERAG IRANI
+9199208 57988
+9198204 70751

SINCE 45 YEARS.
SHREE MAHAVIR'S
EMBROIDERY - MATUNGA (East)
Parsi Family Shop

*Gara Work - Kurta, Full Suit Coat
Ready & Made to Order

* Gara Work Dupatta, Scarf, Stoll.

* Fancy Dupatta.

Raj Niketan Building,
Opp Matunga Post Office,
Central Rly, Mumbai - 400019

24025070/8652239537.
MONDAY CLOSED.

SERVICES AVAILABLE

DATTA Tempo Service for hire,
shifting with skilled labourers. We
regularly service - Mumbai to Pune,
Nashik, Deolali, Sanjan, Nargol,
Udvada, Navsari. 9821319228

Send parcels to your Children
& loved ones in CANADA,
UK, USA & WORLD WIDE
including Garments, Farsan,
Chocolates, Sweets, Gifts,
Eatables, Medicines &
any permissible item & get
benefited with SPECIAL rates.
Contact - Mr. ANUJ SANGOI
Tel. - 022-48932230 / 8879991866

Email - sales@pacndeliver.com
“20 Yrs of Quality Service”

(ood News

To Buy/ Sell / Rent
Flat / Plot / Bungalow
in UDWADA
and All Govt.
Related Works

Call: Mr. Amit Tanna
09978850067

FARVAKSH CATERERS

Brings to you
daily food service
on an A la carte basis .
We Also take

Party Orders
CONTACT
Firozi : 9867164290
Gev : 8591258751

—_—

Disclaimer: The Classified Section of Parsi Times does not
endorse any product or service advertised and will not be held
responsible by any third party for the same.

FOR FIRSTTIME , GET YOUR
OFFICE AND HOME CHECKED
WITH IMPORTED SCANNER
FOR NEGATIVE ENERGY AND
GEOGRAPHIC STRESS.
ADDED FREE SERVICETO
CHECK AURA OF ALL FAMILY
MEMBERS.

CONTACT FOR EARLY

APPOINTMENT -
MOBILE - 9321801126

CLASSIFIED RATES

RUNNING TEXT
CLASSIFIED

Rs. 30/ per normal word
Rs. 35 / per bold word
GLASSIFIED DISPLAY
Black & White (4cm X 4cm)
Box Rs.850/perinsert

Black & White (4cm X 6¢cm)
Box Rs.950/per insert

MATRIMONIAL:
Flat Rate of Rs. 950/-

Printed and Published by Cyrus Firoz Printer on behalf of Parsi Times Multimedia Pvi. Ltd., Published at 2nd Floor, Khaitan Chambers C.H.S. Ltd., 143-145 Mody Street, Fort, Mumbai 1.

Printed at M/s. Dangat Media Pvt. Ltd., 22 Digha M.1.D.C., TTC Industrial Area, Vishnu Nagar, Digha, Navi Mumbai, Thane - 400 708.

Editor: Anahita Subedar. :: Contact Nos.: 66330404 Advt.: 66330405. Fax: 66330406 :: Office Timing: 10 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday - Friday.
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Salsette Holds Fun Throwball Tourney

n 31st January, 2021,
the youth of Salsette
Parsi Colony (Andheri-E,

Mumbai) hosted a day-long
Throwball tournament, which
witnessed the enthusiastic
participation of over (fifty
players, ranging from 10 to 50
years of age.

Upholding the true spirit
of sportsmanship and unity
in a healthy competition, the

end of the day saw Team D
as the victors, led by captain
Shanaya  Patrawala, with
Team A as runners-up under
the leadership of Gover Irani.
While Yazad Wankadia received
the ‘Best Player’ award,
upcoming  players  Fravash
Wadia and Tianna Sidhwa were
announced Stars of the Day!

All in all the event was a grand
success, thanks to a meticulous

R e N & <X !’ -__._-.L_t_

Organizing Team comprising
Meherzad Bhadha, Faraz Debara
and Anosh Mody; alongside
committed volunteers - Avan
Bhadha, Ava Bulsara, Delnaz
Bhagwagar, Jaanesh Sethna and
Taronish Vandrewala; as also to
the referees, linesmen, score-
keepers and the spirited youth
for coming together and making
it a fun and sporting event.

’d*--
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Ratan Tata Tweets Regarding
Appeal for Bharat Hatna

or a while
now, a large
number of

Twitter users have
taken to campaigning
for the legendary
businessman and
Kohinoor of our
Community - Shri
Ratan Tata, to be
awarded the Bharat
Ratna.  Responding
to the ongoing social
media campaign
demanding the highest civilian
honour for him, last week,
Ratan Tata tweeted, “While
| appreciate the sentiments
expressed by a section of the
social media in terms of an
award, | would humbly like to
request that such campaigns
be discontinued. Instead, |
consider myself fortunate to
be an Indian and to try and
contribute to India’s growth
and prosperity.”

The 83-year-old heir of
the Tata empire is a Harvard
Business  School  graduate

who took Tata Industries to
the pinnacle of success while
leading India’s growth and
employment generation.

The hashtag
#BharatRatnaForRatanTata
started trending on Twitter
after motivational speaker,
Dr. Vivek Bindra had put
out the appeal, “Ratan Tata
believes today’s generation
of entrepreneurs can take
India to next level. We confer
the country’s highest civilian
award Bharat Ratna for Ratan
Tata. Join us in our campaign
#BharatRatnaForRatanTata.”

NZ Celebrates Khushall nu Jashan

here was much
excitement within the
Zoroastrian community

in Kiwiland on the eve of 1st
February, 2021, as they held the
Nava Varas (2021) nu Khushali
Jashan, at Faroud Shahlori Dar-
Be-Mehr situated at 7-Dowling
Place in Pakuranga (Auckland,
New Zealand). Chasni was
distributed post the Jashan,
which was performed by priests
- Er. Yazad Karkaria and Er.
Behzad Karkaria.

Approximately 45 delighted
Zarathostis, attended the
event, paying homage at
this only go-to place for all
auspicious  occasions  and
religious events, where new
community =~ members  are
warmly welcomed by Benifer
Porus lIrani, who takes the
lead in selflessly organising
all community events for the
Zarthostis settled in NZ.

Writes in Benifer Irani, “A
community that prays and eats
together stays together! Apreh
New Zealander- Zarthosties
are all khaata-peeta, majha-
masti-karta folks anne hallih-
mallih neh rehiyeach! There
is nothing more nourishing to
the soul than our Zoroastrian
community offering prayers
to Ahura Mazda and sharing

blessed chasni, along wit
yummy meal of lamb shanks
and Persian murgh polo! It’s
always a heart-warming sight
to watch youngsters of our
Kiwi-Zoroastrian community
in Auckland, come together
in large numbers for Khushali,
Meheriyan Jashane Sadeh at
apruh Dadgah (Foroud Shahlori
Dar-Be-Mehr), at ‘ParsiRanga’ -
QOops, | mean Pakurangal!”

Even the year end saw
special festive preparations
with a fun X’mas party, where
our dynamic NZ-based bawis

Benifer Irani, Mahafrin
Variava and Ferzeen Dadabhoy
- organised a Spring-Summer
Jashan performed delightfully
by six mobeds (Ervads

Jamsheed Tata, Freddy Dastu?:
Navzad Chhor, Furzan Rao,
Zariab Karkaria and Behzad
Karkaria) in gratitude for
making it through 2020, safe
and sound.

It truly was the season to
be jolly in Kiwiland with the
Kiwi-Zarthosti Christmas Party!
Craft projects like making Xmas
tree from ice-cream sticks
were organised to keep the
kids busy so that adults could
have a more free and fun time
like group dancing with 80
happy Zarthostis rocking away!
Delectable starters with chicken
charcoal biryani and flavourful
kulfis were enjoyed thoroughly
by all 120 attendees. There was
Mrs. Santa Claus who gave away

gifts to kids and seniors and
received lots of kisses in return!

Special thanks was given to
Porus Irani of Mazda Builders
Limited, for sponsoring the

event, as also to Benifer Irani
for her constant participation
and support towards keeping
the NZ’s Zoroastrian community
alive and rocking with fun
events.
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Community Appeal By Young Rathestars

iving out the true
essence of the illustrious
Parsipanu trait of

charity with the firm belief in
the adage, ‘Happiness to those
who help others’, every year,
the committed members of
“Young Rathestars’ of Dadar,
Mumbai, reach out to provide
help and support to poor
Zarthosti families living the
hinterland areas of Gujarat
and Maharashtra, including
the talukas of Mandvi and
Mangrol (Surat) as well as
around Ankleshwar and in the
interiors of Gujarat, such as
llav, Surali, Zankhvayv etc. This
annual tradition of charity
that has been ongoing for
over three decades now,
not having missed a single
year.

This year too, the Young
Rathestars will be conducting
their annual Gujarat and
Pune grain distribution in
March/April 2021, where
over 150 under-privileged
and financially-disadvantaged
Parsi and Irani Zoroastrian
families, living in the interior
villages of Gujarat (including
Gandevi and Nargol) and Pune,
will be provided essentials
like new sadras, blankets,
tea, sugar, pulses, toiletries,
towels, napkins etc. and other
necessary household items.

Spearheaded by our leading
community and social service
stalwart, Arnavaz Jal Mistry -
President of Young Rathestars,
alongisde Vice President
Homiyar Doctor; Jt. Secretaries

Shiraz Guard and Firuza

Tachakra; and numerous other
helpful committee members.

Says Young Rathestars
President - Arnavaz Jal Mistry,
“l speak for all our committee
members when | say that it is
our privilege to be able to help
our less fortunate brethren.
| know that the past year has
been especially difficult for
them we hope to be able to
bring some relief to them as
they are really going through
a very challenging time. More
than any other year, they are
facing greater needs this year. |
request all my dear community
members to practice the true
essence of being Parsi and
kindly donate to this cause so
that we can help our brothers in
need. It is never an easy journey
going way into the interiors of

To support this noble cause, kindly send in your cheques in favour of:
‘YOUNG RATHESTARS' to the President, Mrs. Arnavaz Jal Mistry,
802-A, Ekta Invictus, Dr. Ambedkar Road, Dadar (East), Mumbai 400014.

For details, Call: Arnavaz Mistry: 9821009289 / Homiyar Doctor: 8693822722

warm welcome is what makes
the long and challenging
journey well worth it.”

Gujarat to reach them, but
the smiles of gratitude, the
happiness and relief and the

APPEAL

ANNUAL GUJARAT & PUNE
GRAIN DISTRBUTION PROJECT

OUR ANNUAL GUJARAT AND PUNE GRAIN
DISTRIBUTION PROGRAMME WILL BE HELD IN
MARCH/APRIL 2021 WHERE NEARLY 150 NEEDY
AND POOR PARSI AND IRANI ZOROASTRIAN
FAMILIES IN THE INTERIOR VILLAGES OF GUJARAT
AND PUNE WILL BE GIVEN NEW SADRAS, BLANKETS,
TEA, SUGAR, PULSES, TOWELS, NAPKINS ETC. AND
OTHER HOUSEHOLD ITEMS.

KINDLY SEND YOUR GENEROUS DONATION BY
CHEQUE IN FAVOUR OF
YOUNG RATHESTARS T0:-

802-A, Ekta Invictus, Dr. Ambedkar Road,
Dadar (East), Mumbai 400014.
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Godrel Launches Vaccine-Friendly
Refrigerators, Mobhile Freezers

odrej Appliances,
part of the Godrej
& Boyce Group, is

launching specially refrigerated
mobile vans and ultra-low
temperature freezers to help
in transportation of coronavirus
vaccines in India.

As per news reports quoting
Jamshyd Godrej, Chairman
and Managing Director, Godrej
& Boyce, Godrej Appliances,
which commands 63 years of
experience in refrigeration
technologies, is  currently
deploying vaccine refrigerators
which maintain a precise
temperature of 2 to 8 degrees
Celsius, to store the highly
temperature-sensitive Covaxin
and CoviShield vaccines being
administered in India. “Medical
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freezing technologies are required not only for

vaccines but also for plasma, blood banks, drugs
etc. Our latest offering of ultra-low temperature
freezers will help make India more ready for
he said.

vaccines of the future as well,”

The company

introduced
temperature freezers which can store m-RNA
technology vaccines like the ones developed by
US-based Moderna and Pfizer, that require deep
freezing of up to -20 and -80 degree Celsius. The
current manufacturing capacity for ultra-low

which  Godrej  Appliances
is working towards quickly
ramping up to 30,000 units per
annum. With capacities ranging
from 125 litres to 400 litres,
these freezers cost between Rs
16,000 to Rs 1.5 lakhs.

Godrej had received orders
for 12,000 units in October
from the Government, which
included 9,000 for medical use
refrigerators. Already 2,500
units have been delivered
and the rest of the order will
be executed by March, as per
Kamal Nandi, Business Head
and Executive VP, Godrej
Appliances. Godrej has 5,000
trained technicians and 680
service centers across India
to assist in the vaccination
process, he said.

Godrej Appliances has also successfully piloted
a mobile clinic in rural Maharashtra, running an
ambulance equipped with a vaccine refrigerator,
without connecting it to a power source for three

days. The temperature was monitored every 2

ultra-low

temperature freezers is 12,000 units per annum,

hours and met the required temperature norms.
As India accelerates the pace of vaccinations,
the vans can be used by non-Governmental
organisations and the Government to deploy
vaccines to the last mile remote villages, said
company officials.

Update: Parsi Gate coastal Road Project

s per some of the
Alatest news reports,

the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC) is
reviewing an alternative plan
for the construction of a ramp
for an underground tunnel
in the ongoing coastal road
project, and has reserved a
spot just where the Parsi Gate
structure stands at the Marine
Drive.

In  January = community
members had met with
Municipal Chief - Igbal Singh
Chahal to propose an alternate
design for the ramp of the
tunnel, according to which,
the proposed tunnel could be
constructed in the middle of
the road, instead of building
on the outer edges. This way
it would save the century-
old Parsi Gate structure from
having to be relocated.

As per Chahal’s instructions,

the coastal
technical team, led by Chief

road project’s

Engineer - Vijay Nighot held a
meeting with a delegation of
community members led by
Municipal Corporator - Harshita
Narwekar. In this meeting,
which lasted over two hours, a

presentation of the alternate
design was made for the civic
authorities to acknowledge.
The architect of the new
alternative design, Alan
Abraham, said that the idea
was to not shift the tunnel but
build the ramp in the middle
of the road, instead of building
it on the outer edges, thus
proving potentially safer. The
main concern he voiced was
for the work to be initiated in
a proper way, so that building
the ramp in the middle of the
road would not affect the view
of the seascape.

The meeting seems to
have ended on a positive
note and the officials gave a
patient hearing. Feedback is
awaited. Senior officials of the
civic body shared that they
were reviewing the proposed
plan and were hopeful that a
joint decision would soon be
taken.
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Er. Sarosh Dastoor
Awarded Doctorate

urat’s  Ervad  Sarosh
Keki Dastoor recently
completed his PhD in

Electronics Engineering with the
latest technological trend and
research thesis titled, ‘Cellular
Planning and Heterogeneous
Network  Optimization for
the Next Generation Wireless
Mobile Communication’.
During his tenure as a research
scholar, he put in ten research
paper publications and overall

twenty-six publications
in reputed journals and
conferences. The Doctorate
program was accomplished
under the supervision of
Dr. Upena Dalal and Dr.
Jignesh Sarvaiya, Electronics
Engineering Department,
Sardar Vallabhbhai National

Institute of Technology, Surat.

Currently serving as an
Assistant Professor for the last
15 years in the Electronics and
Communication Department,
Sarvajanik College of
Engineering and Technology, Dr.
Er. Sarosh topped his Masters
in Engineering (specialization

Wireless  Communication
Systems and Networks), in the
final year of the course with a
9.1 CPL.

Throwing some
on his subject, he shares,
“The next gdeneration
wireless communication is
the research about the 5%
Generation of Wireless Mobile
Network; its  geometrical
design,  dimensioning  and
deployment in a given region
and environmental conditions.
The main goal is to attain high

light

data rate (around Gbps = Giga
bits/sec = 1,00,00,00,000 bits/
sec) without compromising
the connectivity and capacity
of the network. It means, a
HD (High Definition) movie
file could be downloaded
within few seconds. The 5%
Generation of information and
communication network s
inclined towards a significant
paradigm shift, supporting
very high frequencies, leading
to massive data-rate of Gbps.
The solutions proposed in the
research could be useful for
optimizing the transmission
power requirements, at
the same time controlling
interference at the user side
with the maintenance of quality
of service.”

Also an ordained Navar
and Maratab from Mumbai’s
Dadar Athornan Institute,
under the able guidance of
the then Principal, Late Er
Rustamji Panthaki and present
Principal, Er. Dr. Ramiyar
Karanjia, Ervad (Dr.) Sarosh
Dastoor is considered as one of
the youngest to ordain Navar
ceremony at the age of 10 years
(standard 4). As a Dastur, he also
performs religious ceremonies,
when needed. “l am Dastur
first, then a Professor and then
Doctorate. I'm proud to be a
Zoroastrian Dastur first!” he
proudly says.

Here’s wishing him the
very best for a bright future
- may he receive success and
contentment in his service
towards his vocation and his
community!



National Award For UK-Based
Dr. Khushroo Suraliwala

K-based Orthopaedic
Surgeon - Dr. Khushroo
Homi Suraliwala (MBBS

MS M.Ch Orth FRCS), was
felicitated with a prestigious
national award and named the
‘Best Musculoskeletal Trauma
Principal Investigator’, at the
National Institute for Health
Research Network Awards.
Dr. Suraliwala was presented
the award at a ceremony in
Newcastle, England.

The research was part
of a multi-centre project
with the potential to alter
national clinical guidelines.
Prof. Matthew Costa, national
specialty lead for Trauma and
Emergency care, described the
surgeon’s work as “outstanding”
in what was “a very strong field
of applicants.” Speaking on
the occasion, Dr. Suraliwala
said that Anna Morris, Musculo-
Skeletal Research practitioner,
and her research team,
gave invaluable input to the

L to R: Prof Matthew Costa; Imran Ullah; Anna Morris &
Khushroo Suraliwala

Orthopaedic department in the
study.

Dr. Suraliwala settled in the
United Kingdom in 1986 and
specialised in Orthopaedics at
Liverpool and at Wrightington,
with specialist training in knee
surgery including torn cartilage,
knee arthritis and knee
replacement surgery. Based in

Merseyside, and with extensive
experience in treating all
aspects of Orthopaedic work, Dr.
Suraliwala has established and
runs a successful knee clinic.
His areas of particular expertise
include Arthroscopy, Knee
replacement, Meniscal surgery
including meniscal repair. He
also shares his expertise at
Fairfield Independent Hospital.
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Doggy Adoption Alert!

WZCC’s WEBINAR WATCH

Parsi Times brings you the weekly schedule of WZCC's
Webinars which have been conducted through the
epidemic and have greatly benefitted community members
worldwide, with their insightful, informative and highly
beneficial sessions, with speakers who are authorities
in their respective fields. Our very own tech-guru, Yazdi
Tantra has been holding a series of Zoom Meetings online
on Technology for the layman, under the title ‘TantraTech’,
Fridays at 9:30pm (IST). You can attend these at:
https://bit.ly/yazdizoom. (Past recordings available at:

https://bit.ly/yazdiyoutube.)

‘HAMAS-PATH-MAEDEM VIRTUAL GAHAMBAR PRAYER

WITH GUIDANCE ON CAREERS IN MEDICAL/SURGICAL FIELDS’
[Chicago Chapter & ZAC]

When: 13th February, 2021 Time: 6:30 - 7:30 AM

Speaker: Dr. Mazda K. Turel, Neurosurgeon

Link: (To be provided)

Contact: Mani Rao (maniraogandhi@gmail.com)

‘ORAL HYGIENE AND DENTAL CARFE’

[Pune Chapter]

When: 13th February, 2021 Time: 8:00 - 10:00 PM

Speakers: Dr.Taronish Bharucha and Dr. Farzana Bharucha

Link: https: //us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZ0odemoqzovGNxMkSN-04HwwBteutNMtvQz_*

With Valentine’s Day tomorrow, what better time than the season of love, to welcome into your homes,
God’s own little angels looking to fill their future Forever Homes with Unconditional Love, Loyalty and

Laughter?

Meet the charismatic ‘SOUL":

Hello Friends! My name is Soul and I’'m sure we
will make a soulful and everlasting connection! |
am almost 2 years young now and am very loving
and friendly with humans as well as animals. | am
also a decent doggo - and am potty-trained and
well-behaved. All my vaccinations are up to date
(last in December 2020). I'm from Mumbai and
am a male, part-Indie and part-Labrador and am
looking for my Forever Home in your heart!

For further Information: (+91) 8692988896

Meet Princess ‘TESSA™:

Hi Friends! I'm Tessa and I’'m a 5-month-old,
super-loving, energetic and playful pup, just
waiting to steal your hearts and fill your home

with happiness and fun! I’m a vaccinated,
complete no-fuss puppy, and | get along famously
with other dogs, cats and children. I’'m a female,
Indie-pup from Mumbai and | come with tons of
love and trust and the promise to liven up your
home and hearts, if you just give me a chance.
Wont you please give me my Forever Home?

For further Information: (+91) 9820345929

Contact: Tehmasp Bharucha, Pune Chapter Chair: 9422004707

‘FIRST WZCC INTER-CHAPTER MEET -

REORIENTING OURSELVES WITH WZCC’
[Bangalore, Mumbai & Pune Chapters]

When: 14th February, 2021 Time: 8:00 - 10:00 PM

Speaker: Yazdi Tantra - WZCC Global VP

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/ 84977446045
ZOOM Meeting ID: 849 7744 6045 | Passcode: 972731

Contact: Shernaz Siganporia, Secretary WZCC - Bangalore
(s.r.siganporia@gmail.com)

‘Travel Apps - 2’

[TantraTech]

When: 19th February, 2021 Time: 9:30 - 10:30 PM

Speaker: Yazdi Tantra

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8487251418
ZOOM Meeting ID: 848 725 1418

Note: (For Members only. To Become A Member: www.
tantratech.in/subscribe)
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earch out 16 Qualities denoting the essence of Valentine’s Day hidden in the word-jumble box
below, in bi-directional, horizontal, vertical and diagonal forms:
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TechKnow With Tantra

Listle

The free App Listle is for those who wish to consume
content with ease by letting you listen to a growing
library of high-quality audio versions of articles.
New narrations of top voted stories on HackerNews and Reddit are
added every day. You can thus keep up with current events as you
go about your daily chores. You could browse the existing library by
topic, authors and publications or even request the audio version of
any written content on the web by simply copy/pasting the original
post. A large portion of the audios on Listle have been narrated by
the authors themselves.

Android: http://bit.ly/2kb9Qn2

i0S: hitps://apple.co/2kb5Shlo
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WINNING CAPTION!!!
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Parrot (Right) : | love you baby, Kiss me this instance!
Parrot (Left) : STOP right there, please! Maintain Social Distance!!

\_ By Natasha Fratoon Patrawala (UAE) )

Calling all our readers to caption this picture!
Send in your captions at editor@parsi-times.com by 17th FEB., 2021

Winning Caption and Winner's Name Will Be Published Next Week.

Disclaimer: Some of our 'Coption This' Contest photos are token from freely ovailable, public online resources and ore
published in o light and humorous vein, whichis the mainstay of the Parsi spirit! No offence isintended to anyone or ony sifuntion.

-
HOW MANY WORDS?

How many words of four or more letters can you make from the letters
below? Every word must contain the letter in the center. You should
make at least one word using all 7 letters.

RESULTS:

Average - 7 or more words

Good - 9 or more words
koubstanding - 11 or more words

8 3

Thought of the Week

“Your flaws are perfect for the heart that's meant

to love you.”
= Trent Shelion
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Congratulations To Our Contest Winners!!

We thank all our talented and witty participants for the overwhelming entries - in quality and quantity! Heartiest
congratulation to our following Top Three Winners! We have also shared some of the poems as part of our Specia
Mentions Category. [Winners are requested to e-mail us at editor@parsi-times.com to claim the prizes.]

WINNER 1: Dedicated To That Special Place In My Heart...
Grant Road Meri Jaan!

By Farzana B. Mistry

Wo Forjett street ki hawa,
Wo Bhatia hospital ki dawa;
Wo Chor Bazar ki shopping, LA
Aur Bharda School ki copying; \_

Wo Cafe Ideal ka khima-pav, %
Wo B Merwan ka maska-pav;
Aur kaise bhul jaye Prakash ka cutlet-pav!

Wo Marine Lines ki sadke,

Jaha na jane kitne dil dhadke;

Wo Nukkad ke bhai log,

Aur Bhindi Bajaar ke kasai log;

Wo New Year ke ornaments,

Aur Gowalia Tank ke ek se ek tournaments;
Wo Gamadia Colony ka nukkad,

Jaha smoke karne jaate the bhukkad!
Is sheher ki badhati abaadi,

Aur illegal slums se hone wali barbaadi;
Har rasm yahaan hai nibhate,

Aisi hai hamari Grant Road ki baatein!

WINNER 2: Dedicated To Hubby Dearest!
My Pandemic Parinership With Hubby!
By Fiona Wadia Billimoria

From seeing you at home for a few hours a day,
To seeing you 24/7, lockdown had its way;
From surprise dinner-dates and weekend trips,
To unplanned game-nights with kaada for sips!

From movie nights and walks by the seashore,

To bingeing on Netflix and Prime to avoid the bore;

From eating out to experiment with multi-cuisine dishes,

To comfort cooking at home to satiate our hunger’s wishes!

From doing just nothing on our days of rest,

To sweeping, washing, working from home was our compatibility test!
From tight hugs and kisses whenever we felt like - was easy,

To thinking twice about coming close, if one of us was sneezy!

Times and things may have changed, but our love has not,
Strengthening our bond - the Pandemic has taught us a lot;
Wishing you a Happy Valentine’s Day - my hubby dear,

It's 6 feet distancing with all except you - so close and near!

P .«. 2 P@f’ my SW@)@t L@\?@ WINNER 3: Dedicated To The Gadget That Kept Us Sane!

My Cell Phone - My Valentine!
By Meher Parvez Sutaria

Valentine's Day arrives faithfully every year,

When we express our love for our near and dear;
But in this ghastly ‘Pandemic’, what can be done?
How shall we meet our dears and look out for fun?

Most movie-halls are shut - can’t go out for a treat,
With masks on our faces, how shall we greet?

No holding hands and a distance to keep,

Dear Lord, have mercy, it makes one weep!

Then bang comes an idea like a bolt from the blue,
Why don’t | use my cell-phone to talk with all of you?
My darling cell-phone, you are worthy indeed,

You've come to my aid, in my hour of need.

| can call my loved ones and chat through the day,
On WhatsApp or Insta - what do you say?

Kudos to my lovely cell-sphone, this gadget of mine,
It certainly deserves to be this year’s Valentine!

SPECIAL MENTION: Swiggy - My New-found Love!
By Parizad Sirwalla

Swiggy is my new bestie,

Everything | order from here is so tasty!

There's no real need now to cook at home,

The dishes are from all over - Mexico to Rome!

A click of a button makes the delivery arrive,
Foodies like me find it easy to survive!

Be it a lockdown or a feast or a rainy day,

Swiggy's at your service, making life happy and gay!
Mammas can relax and watch their favourite show,
Within 30 minutes, yummy food will be at your door!
‘Good food - great life’ - true to their tag-line,

While chilling at home, you can wine and dine.

Get on the app and enjoy your culinary journey;

The great variety of gourmet choices is easy on the money.
So, tell me who can be a better Valentine?

It's time to order the delicious Eggs Florentine!!

SPECIAL MENTION: My Valorous Valentine
By Roshan Dastoor

Globally ‘crowned’ as the Pandemic — the ‘mighty’ coronavirus,
Could there be anything more ‘mite-y’ required to wire us?

My better half, my Valentine, you are a true-blue warrior

Little wonder, with you by my side, | stopped being a worrier!

Bitter times during the lockdown, at anxiety’s behest,
You allayed all my fears and put my mind to rest;
Be it sweeping or swabbing, you helped in every house
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NOSHIR H. DADRAWALA

aval was boarding
the first flight out of
Mumbai to Delhi. He

was a frequent flyer, especially
on this sector. Professional
engagements required his
traveling to Delhi regularly.
He did not quite like the city,
much less some of its people.
But this cold February morning,
he was flying on this sector
after a gap of nearly seven
months. He wasn’t carrying his
laptop and briefcase, instead,
he just clutched a box of salted
caramel chocolates in one hand
and his boarding pass in the
other.

He preferred the aisle seat,
but made an exception today,
requesting a window seat,
wishing not to be disturbed. He
hadn’t slept the night and was
hoping to catch some sleep. But
sleep eluded him. His mind was
cluttered with myriad thoughts,
anxieties.

The aircraft had taken off
smoothly... he was obviously not
traveling on business. In fact,
until dinner-time yesterday,
he didn’t even know he’d be
making this trip! There was
an emergency and he had
put everything aside to make
this trip. It all started with a
frantic phone call from his to-
be mother-in-law, Rati, saying
in a palpably chocked voice,
“It’s about Mahafrid!” A cold
shiver ran down Naval’s spine.
What could it be? Had Mahafrid
decided to break it off with
him? A life-time of thoughts
passed through his mind in a
matter of seconds. “Mahafrid
is ill and | thought | should
tell you about it”, he heard
the voice at the other end say.
“What happened?” he asked,
nearly relieved that his fears
hadn’t realized. Yet, little did
he know what he was about to
hear would turn out to be worse
than a nightmare...

“Mahafrid is in coma and ...”
the voice at the other end began
to crack and then completely
broke down. “What? When?
How?” Naval asked almost in
one breath. A male voice took
over. Naval recognized it to
be Firoze, his to-be father-in-
law’s. “After Mahafrid’s bout
of asthma a month ago, the

Y-Day Special!

PARSI TIMES

Valentale: The Language Of Love

new prescription has thrown
her into what doctors call, a
state of hypoxia. She does not
recognize anyone. She is in a
coma-like state and her heart
and lungs aren’t functioning
too well,” Firoze explained.

“And you are telling me
about this now?” Naval retorted
in grief and rage.

Mahafrid had asthma since
childhood and it flared when
she was stressed. The new
prescription had had an adverse
effect, blocking oxygen supply
to her brain and leaving her
in this miserable state. Naval
hadn’t spoken with Mahafrid
even once in the past seven
months. His pride and self-
respect wouldn’t allow him.
He wasn’t unduly cussed or
stubborn. But he'd had put up
with enough humiliation and
accusations in the past. He was
determined not to give in this
time; well, at least not till he
received the call last night.

Hot breakfast was being
served on board, but Naval had
no appetite. His mind raced
back to that fateful morning,
seven months ago, when he sat
at his office desk, grappling with
the shock of Mahafrid leaving
him - for good. He’d found a
sealed envelope on his desk,
containing a hand-written note
and the ring she’d put on her
finger when he had proposed to
her. The note eluded more than
a hint of finality, as he read, “I
am fed up with you. | am fed
up with life. | am fed up with
everything. | am ending this
relationship for good .... for my
own good ... please don’t bother
to communicate any further ....
| am done ... | am through ... |
am not interested.”

Mahafrid was hot-headed
and judgmental, but her other
redeeming qualities attracted
and mesmerized Naval. They’'d
been colleagues sharing a
palpable chemistry. Mahafrid
was meticulous, focused and
independent-minded; Naval

multi-faceted and had
diverse interests at work and
in life. They’d often relax after
work at Starbucks over coffee
and croissants. She preferred
cappuccino while he enjoyed
Americano. She’d do most of

was

the talking, Naval enjoyed
her banter. It was music to his
ears... even though some days
she’d just whine! Sometimes,
they’d also unwind at the Marine
Drive sea-face... hopping across
tetra-pods to find a comfortable
niche when the tide was low, to
just sit silently and watch the
sun set. The roaring sea calmed
Mahafrid. On one such eve,
Mahafrid looked into the sky
and exclaimed, “Naval, look!
It’s Venus, the star of love,
always the first in the evening
sky!” Naval had lovingly smiled
and responded, “Yes, but it’s
too far away. My evening star,
which is always the first in my
life, is sitting right besides me!”
Touched, Mahafrid still
wanted to tease him. “Will you
get me that star?” she asked
with a glint of mischief in her
eyes. “l will give you something
better,” Naval had said and held
her face in his hands, tenderly
kissing her on the forehead,
her eyes and finally her chin.
“There!” He’'d told her, “I've
traced out a star of kisses on
the face of my evening star!”

Mahafrid was stumped as
two tiny tear drops rolled out,
saying, “You've such a way
with words!” But Naval didn’t
think so. He felt the language
of love is silent. Words can
express only partially. Love is
best expressed through acts of
tenderness and understanding,
and by forgiveness towards
the person you love. That was
the eve when Mahafrid silently
decided to spend the rest of her
life with Naval.

Their relationship,
unfortunately, was against her
parent’s wishes; Naval always
felt uncomfortable in their
presence. He dreaded and

shunned her family’s functions
like the plague, making some
health or work-related excuse.
Being Delhi based, Mahafrid
spent most of her childhood
here. When she received a
Bombay-based promotion
at work, she was reluctant.
But, a helpful colleague
helped her find a temporary
accommodation with a sweet
old couple in Colaba.

Orphaned while still in
school, Naval had no siblings.
He’d lived in Mumbai all his
life and always teased Mahafrid
about her mood swings being
akin to the extremes in climate
that her city was famous for.
The first few courtship years
were exciting since they worked
together too. But later, this
became a sour and sore point in
their lives. It seemed they had
too much of each other 24/7
and needed some respite.

Mahafrid would visit her
parents over long weekends and
almost every festive occasion;
Naval was good with that as
long as she did not compel him
to join her. He'd get lonely
without her but the discomfort
of loneliness was preferable
over the discomfort of cold
company. Mahafrid always
returned from Delhi with a
degree of sadness. She loved
her parents dearly, as they
adored her. But they could not

"

Mahafrid’s father
believed his daughter deserved
someone better than Naval.

stand Naval -

With time, Mahafrid’s mood
swings increased in frequency.
She’d judge every decision
Naval would make at work or
in his personal life. She’d even
taunt him at the office in front
of colleagues. At company
retreats, she would sit grumpy
and complain about everything
- making it difficult for either of
them to enjoy.

Seven months ago, one such
evening marked a turning point
for the worse. While Naval was
enjoying the evening, Mahafrid
had tuned off. Naval thought it

best not to force her and leave
her be. Mahafrid was angry and
feeling let down and neglected.
Naval had booked an Uber to
drop Mahafrid at Colaba, but
they had a major showdown
during the ride. There was a
barrage of bitter accusations
and pent-up feelings were
tearing away at every strand of
their relationship.

The next morning, Mahafrid
didn’t show up at work. Naval
thought she would soon cool
off. After all, this wasn’t the
first time she’d threatened
to end the relationship.
Previously, when she wouldn’t
communicate all day, Naval
always called and apologized,
even if he was not at fault.
He valued his relationship
deeply. But this time he was
in no mood to compromise.
“Why should | always keep
apologizing, especially when
I’'m not at fault?” he argued
with himself. Two days later,
he found Mahafrid’s envelope
on his table and the head of
human resources had received
a copy of her resignation.

A sudden thud jolted Naval
out of his light sleep as the
aircraft landed in Delhi. His
heart was pounding. Mahafrid’s
dad had come to pick him up
and was waiting just outside
the terminal. They hugged, a
bit warmly for the first time.

= It seemed
Y ironic that it
took such a
disaster to thaw
their strained

relationship.
The ride to the
hospital lasted
an hour, but
to Naval it felt
like ages as he
was dying to see
Mahafrid. When
he saw her, a part of him died
- she looked frail and lifeless
lying on the bed, surrounded
by various medical equipment
and accessories. Her eyes were
half open with an empty look.
“She’s been this way for almost
a month,” her mother said,
between uncontrollable sobs.

As per the doctors, only
one in a hundred patients ever
wakes up from this ‘sleep’. They
were advised to keep talking
to her, just in case... Naval sat
by her bed and held her hand.
“I'm sorry. I'm so sorry! See |
dot you a box of your favourite
chocolates,” he said, as tears

streamed down his cheeks. )
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’It felt like he was talking to a
corpse. Overcome with grief
and guilt, he refused to eat
anything through the day. He
paced around the room, tried
talking to her but to no avail.

Around four in the evening
sleep got the better of him
and he dozed off ... still holding
Mahafrid’s hand. When he woke
up it was dusk. Mahafrid’s
mother was sitting at the far
end of the room with a prayer
book in her hand. Naval washed
his face and walked upto the
window - a flock of birds were
flying in the crimson sky. A faint
spot of light in the sky caught
his attention. It was Venus
- the star of love, the first in
the evening sky. Overcome
with nostalgia, he took it as a
sign from above. He went to
Mahafrid and whispered, “Look,
Mahafrid, its Venus, the star of
love... should | get it for you?”
No reaction.

“It’s no use - she can’t hear
or understand”, Mahafrid’s
mother lamented. But it was
Naval who was not listening.
Gently and with all the love
flowing from his heart, he took
her pale and lifeless face in both
his hands and tenderly kissed
her - first on the forehead, then
her eyes and chin. Tears rolled
down his face as he repeated
the same lines, “There! I've
traced out a star of kisses on

the face of my evening star, the
first in my life.”

Mahafrid’s eyes faintly
blinked and two tiny teardrops
appeared to stream out of her
lifeless eyes! Were theses her
tears or Naval’s that had fallen
on her face? No one really
knew but there was a flutter
of excitement in everyone’s
heart. “She’s responding! She’s
responding! She blinked! | saw
her tears!!” Mahafrid’s mother
cried with joy.

The doctor wasn’t
particularly impressed. “Her
pulse and heartbeat are weak
and she’s still not out of the
woods,” he declared grimly.
But Naval had mastered the art
of turning a deaf ear to what he
didn’t want to hear or believe!
In his heart, he knew Mahafrid
had responded, and if he could
revive their love in her, she
would also revive from her
deep sleep.

For the first time, Mahafrid’s
mother hugged Naval with
warmth. “You think she has
recognized you?” she asked.
Naval smiled at her saying,
“I’'m not sure if she recognized
me, but this much | know... she
has felt my love and my sincere
gesture of forgiveness. Yes,
indeed, my evening star, always
the first in my life, has sensed
and silently resonated with the
language of love!”
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Yeh Valentine Kaun Hai Bhai?

fter the rank
commercialisation of
the so-called Mother’s

Day, Father’s Day, Doctor’s
Day, Plumber’s Day, et al, we
encounter a tamasha called
Valentine’s day in all the big
cities in India. But go to the
real India which lives in her
villages and small towns and
talk of this day. Chances are,
you’ll be asked, ‘Yeh Valentine
kaun hai, bhai?’

The answer lies in the
poignant tale of a Christian
saint, who literally died for
love in 269 AD. His crime?
He persisted in performing
marriage ceremonies for young
soldiers despite a specific ban
on marriages from Emperor
Claudius, who thought that
wives weakened a soldier’s
fighting spirit!

Valentine’s Day has powerful
Pagan origins. Roman fertility
rites were held every year to
honour Juno - the Goddess of
Women, Marriage and Fertility.
In a cave called Lupercalia on
Palantine Hill (the legendary
home of Romulus and Remus
and the she-wolf who suckled
them), Roman boys and girls
drew names of unmarried
partners from an urn, like a
sort of lucky dip! They were
then paired off with the name
they picked and married, in a
sort of matrimonial pot-luck!

This day is well
established in English folklore,
literature and poetry. One of
Shakespeare’s love sonnets is
on Valentine’s Day; Chaucer
wrote in 1381 (Canterbury
Tales) how on February 14,
birds select partners and
mate with them. This is why,
in Shakespeare’s ‘Mid-summer
Night'’s Dream’, Theseus tells
the sleeping lovers, “Good
morrow friends, St. Valentine’s
past!”

On this day, which is
supposed to be dedicated to

love, the concept of love itself
is totally about greetings-
cards, heart-shaped diamond
solitaires, chocolates,
greeting cards and blood-red
roses. Great romances have
started on this day, ending in
bitterness as ‘love’ flies out of
the window.

LOVE - four letters
encompass both - the best
and worst of emotions, it's
uplifting highs and despairing
depths. Yet, life without love
is like soup without salt or
a car without fuel. All of us
need love. We need to process
this emotion to confirm and
celebrate our purpose on
earth. We need to experience
love’s entire gamut that
spans excitement, insecurity,
anticipation, copulation,
adoration and finally, deep
understanding to know that we
are human and alive.

Love cannot be planned. It
just happens. It’s like the grass
that pushes its way up between
the cracks in the pavement - a
testament to hope. A little
sunlight and the small blades
grow high. A little love, and
we bring out the best in each
other in every relationship.
But we don’t make a big deal
about it. That's ridiculous!
How often do we whisper to
our left lung, “l adore you,
left lung!” You don’t. You take
it for granted until the day it
starts to trouble you, and then
you realise how essential it is.
Love is like the left lung - not
to be made a big deal about,
but very essential to life.

Love means different things
to different people at different
times. In youth, it is all-
consuming as you walk on the
clouds and see your partner
through soft-focus lens. When
this first flush of love’s fever
subsides, you face human
failings along with human
virtues. As a relationship
settles down, love deepens into
understanding and putting the
needs of your loved one first
because now, love feels safe
and you experience a sense of
security and well being.

Lasting love commands
respect, loyalty and
commitment. Love means

you can be angry, share your

o

feelings, voice your opinion,
and go around without make-
up, without worrying about
being criticised or abandoned.
It provides an environment in
which one is nurtured. It is
supportive and respectful of
differences. Its power gives
you confidence to develop in
any direction.

Life has taught me that
in a marriage, the essential
ingredient of love is friendship
because love grows over 20,
30, 40, or 50 years. Every
marriage hits low points (and
there are plenty of them)
but if you are committed,
love flourishes because true
love begins when ‘being in
love’ fades and you drop your
unrealistic expectations.
Love freely, love deeply, love
purely. Love well, love often,
love everybody - even those
who have actively hurt you.
Leave them to divine justice
since everyone gets their just
desserts. Give so much love
that you are certain to get
some back (this is the Law of
Karma which is absolute).

Love all that Mother Earth
has to offer - people, places,
birds, stones, insects, sky,
clouds, insects, trees, animals,
oceans, rivers, flowers, grass,
breeze... everything! Love with
gratitude, for example: When
you drink tea, send gratitude
to the hands that plucked the
tea-leaves. Love that spiritual
force larger than yourself. Call
it God. Call it nature, call it
divinity. Call it the source of
everything. Call it love, and if
you can do this daily, every day
will be a Valentine’s Day!
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edle 210 wiad Al Gack, 207 Wi, ¥ 2Aell A, ot 22 Wl d st i el AW A €R1, 2, 7, Baldldl Aes 1R A dlZ] AIEAL olded A HEH
HeHId 2 32 WadldL ag.
Freny Dara Irani 74 09012071 B8, Deep Sagur, Opp Regeny fotel, Andheri (E). d 121 i Saielldl uolball d dvmed dul eig1ond Héaid elsdl d 300 erl Sl w4l 4
3ol 11 Suaedl 0¥ Mumbai 69. ofl-¢, & wer, Dol deall ey 30t Saedletl WD A 381 Faidl Al Qe S2uedlel des HeR A Haotollel HIAL, A HEAL, 0A9]
i, i8] (5), o €.
Hedlell ol
Noshir Rustomji Daruvala 82 10022021  Sheri House,3rd Floor, Cowasji Patel Sreet, Mumbai 1. 4 g et cltll H26H FocHapell £1531 A HREH 21, HAEH Elclcl, HREH €L o,
dlallz 3anw sz ‘2 9 €16y, 307 WL, s19uw w2 1, Yo 4.
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Parvez Dosabhai Sarkari 86 05022021 Flat No, 8, Khareghat Colony Building No.7, Near d waeld u2do) aisilell il d 3¢l E21011 2iel oliottefell £1531 d AR 2 ERMAL oI d
ud2 flaens @il ¢ Babulnath, Grant Rood, Mumbai 7. 642 <. ¢, Jgaflal 2l AEIRIEAL UAAW A IR, suel, Ul UAD A WAl Hld, HREW, WBol, 21g,
vz sl Bl - o, sl dodls, Geaflay o A 3¢l 0o 2id Aol Aelidlaidl o A wegH WAl sadork il GeR
A, Hotd o, B dl.
Nozer Jalejar Patel 70 05022021 B-28, Borivali Lucky Apt. , Dr. Kalpana Chawla Road, o #z¢ 41 cltoa¥id dal sadorz kot uzadl £lsal d #egdt dledl o w2adt asll d 2o iz
Al mder? uza 00 Near Shanti Ashram, Borivali (W), Mumbai 103. w24 o #ldiay u2aedl ol d WeHl dldae, Hell a2l 4 idldl o A wzgHl lamy da
ofl-2¢, oiifladl agl slwdiee, seuql age 3ls, VR8iE% T2Ad® sl oo,
ailr 2uan wal, oiidladl (4.), 4o 103.
Keki (Kekoo) Aspandiar 75 05022021 Irani Bungalow, Near Krishna Nagar Gute, Boisar, d €leteiatos 35 #Riefletl vilie A el 2elel dal vianieir Suedlel €ls2t d va 2id vadR Sadl
Trani ou Khairapada, Boisar (E), Thane 401 501. fRill  qay vigeut dviel oua1 d <l vz Sudl, 2fld viadz Sadl dan dda 3. dvidl wxu2 d
34l (33) muiear Sadl obidl, et Az WA, oliger, Wrush, oS ydluiz viag Saudl del e vadR Sidldl stuai A Sl sl Waotddl @ A wedl a4 qu
(), i, HeRZ-¥OTUOR. AdlHed 2UGAALAL orHIES.
Amy Behram Chothia 84 06022021 Building No. 1, Flat No. 404, Behram Baug, Parsi o #2¢# oidziell aldiiedl d gz 21 soflael W d ¥l 2id 2lleidl 24D d H2eH b aul
il sidum Aldla ¢ Colony, Jogeshwari, Mumbai 102. oll«cP . 4, 892 (mqefa) €l PR dARNRAL 61dd A By, Ao, U, A1l oS A A, Fh.
4 ¥0%, A e, Wl sl o, $oS giaaflay uettgel Wizt otuu A Wl Al 2 Ruaz Al g,
03,
Vera Navroji Lam 88 06022021 Flat No.5, 2Nd Floor, Fair Lawn, 28, M. Korve Road,  f %23l 2l A2l §i. 49312 «l. clldtell €l53] d el IR o, did dal 21el <. dldel oldd d ol
dlal q9i® din 24 Opp. Oval Maidan, Marine Lines, Mumbai 20. 2, Gqquq), gell Geialal el orHdle dinel §85 A dlg @l daL HgH H0g 21 dlddl dRel.
542 <. U, 207 Wil 3R dlie, e cudest, Houd 0.
Dinyar Manchersha 78  D6-02-2021  Pelit Block No5, 3Rd Floor, Balaram Street, Mumbai o oflzi (e lsiaiciel vilde d areus Hazane vlsididl elst d gladie vieond eizél dur
Pithawalla 9 TR odlls <. W, 304 Wi, ouariM 22, 4950 Jeoyigell olidl d s7ellos A¥Sy Z2otell OIUIAL A 5729l HHIAL A AHE, 2dtel, HE2ellgl 21 Al Aoy
fllauiz Hazane vlaaal el 35l ol 2ie olud] oligdsy Heédiel M1,
Osta Hormazdyar 70 09022021 201, Shanti Kunj, 87, Naigaum Cross Road, Dadar  d wiiaicl 91d2-tos divtoseniiz erfloiet villde d viizel 21210 4 2l dAwdld cillinedl siau d
Dinshaw Hathiram 00 (East), Mumbai 14. 20%, aildier, co i £ gl iladd] 483 dal 24 Elagtie 2R sl lsa 4 dldl w3 e, 2l 2l siu aan
sliydl  Slzer slaal A, B (Y), Yot 7. Hell dRMzUR ElRlUIAL M1 d 9 b2, didl s, sRusedr by, orwaild Az Al
arflun Q42 Bel @l d HERRIE, USRI, WS, 2UEld, 201UAIE, FRIordl HIMD d A AUl HREH UYL
HRUD d WL VIRAE dal Ul vRIED cduRIl oIS,
Bomi Dhunjishaw Vania 78 10022021 10/12, Bhiwandiwalla Building, 2Nd Floor, Wadia  d 321 eiisfl cusllaiet wilfde A gedla 24, oadl dal ciuose asllaudl st A wgul «fla am
il Aqmans il os Street, Tardeo, Mumbai 34. 10/42, ellddliat gaapou augfluiet €lst d viord vl ondllell w1, d Mgl A dat orPlk sRAElL oS d
(6o, oilor wid, Audban 27, e, 99 3% Jz o, guz et HagH Gl A aellal o A 2aruddl awelluidl 075 d . dal sl ol
oetdl A i, iz oasdldl HHAUD d oruHld dul sHadl 2isd d Hld Sudl A,
Shavak Pestonji Billimoria 92 1002071 (/12, Contradior Baug, 15t Floor, Mori Road, Mahim, -  z¢¥ oyl s oflellatidlut vulde A dlaig »id akidl sui® d #eil dealle aal 4w
W Uz ofladliidlu e Mumbai 16. =l/42, sizs2 o, 14 W, W qorae oflabiidlu €lsat d iz Yadag aar viord] oflefliiflad wame A HgHl 4 du
A, W, Jad 12 A StaEAL oIS A 2R3, «dlellz, oz, A, 32, Aia dal Hwedl fRis »id viRdedl ous A
SREIE Vi BReAlAAl WD d ofldirz vid ofldindl oA A vikde, ¢disll, Rl qu wreul
193, 919, AR, Wasy, i, WSS dal Rl GleR G @l
Parin Gav Dubash 85 10022021  A-15, Mistry Building, Dr. 5. S. Shirodkar Road, d 3iq Hugisan gottaidl Al A &5 24 solldl M d vigdHl, Helddl AW d diedld,
udld 3l geua Al Opp. M. . College, Parel, Mumbai 12. 2444, il flaqie, Higdld il GlRoMEAL 01¥4% A ERL 51949 W24, 2ARMSAL 320l ARz, g4 0w, »i,
[oafEdon, e, Hord 43, Selletl oldet.
Rohinton Burjor Mehta 78 1022021 N-01, Shapurii Bharucha Baug, S. V. Road, Andheri . ofiaflett tefliedl d 3zl aem1sf 2Ad 1oz Heciedl €152 d ey, el 1w d dddl 214
Adldae 612z Aecl o¢ (West), Mumbai 58. <. -01 804 OGRS, 2. suciopell UUAY A HEHL Rt 2 €IS Saellett oS,
dl. 2s, »iddl (dz2), Hord ue.
Hilla Cawas Marfatia 80 11-02-2001  02/21, lrani Dharomshala, 26, Pandita Romabai A 32 st allaidl d HagHl He2zat 21 Aol 21530 d w2l 2id 28l 4l d dq2il 214
dlan s wizsdla ¢o Marg, Gamdevi, Mumbai 7. 02 /2 £l emanetl,  uizelt 212y o ollettSetiett U i Zlaidl wude d HrgH wiizdl wdn, YRisa, oleld otuzlt
26 ke AR ks, A, Youd o, oéd d Wwen @ 21 32 didadidl a8 4 weHl wasal 1d snamEd a¢ d 54wl
ARIMIRALALAL 481 d HagH «d{lat euefl.
Death Announcements from Mississauga, Canada
Keki Pirojsha Illava 100 02022021 Mississouga, Canad. A H2gH Madlovan »id udzon Sl st d 21l Saraedl Wl A deidl duw 4 93,
34l Rdisran S 100 Weflacen, 3 AsAEAL Ules 4142 A HRH 2Ale0v, HegH 5<ll 2 HeGH dldtoiidsl A,
Death Announcements from California, USA
Daraius Jamshed Tarapore =~ 65  07-02-2021  Californig, USA. d 2ladais AR el d sdid, 2iEls, 4@ dridiRd vl d 2Rl s dRMRL 4uR12 d
EIRIAH FHAE ARIUIR &y lasifia, gl (U3ioa arudie cARR, sdidl Al ordldl ol A iag gell vid Yo iUl orued,
Death Announcements from Udwada Athornan Anjuman Trust
Dina Homi Sheriarjina 86 0402021  Sea View Sireet, Udwada. A Hagd el ooz ddur-dl aelliell d HgH HEUS dal HgH Adw Hioliedl £l d
flen dixl Sluran ¢e Al =y ke, Geugt. A2flel 2l oflesel 13l 2adan vReellR ofledl 2 A WAHE 2id Gt 2l Afleszel Ates

HUR d HAEH HEROUE el HREH oROARY ATl A d HAEH SRIMAS 0RO AR, HAGH
I ARG MRS, WU Ay lgloll dldl, HgH 3Rl eroi® R, HigH deHldl oot
ARWAL, WA o3 LA AWURD AL Hl2z S dl d 2lleer, viRelle Rl ite2 d adl

wIEld RrotauiRaedl w3l d oz el ol adansl, a4 Wi oyl uid 4
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Aries - Hu - 21.4.9.

il Al HilEs Hoanedr Fa ysdl
ez g el dauirt ssioedl
Biz2 YediGiedl 21U UHISA HOWIAL WO e 19,
o7 L 514 52900 AR grieel $s1 Pl 24l <=
514 HOAAHL HgN Ul azUoUA e A
AEls 571 sl 223y oldaM Uoe <l BRIAAL
5204, gseddl dL 13, 1%, 14, 149

Lucky Dates: 13, 14, 15, 18.

Venus' ongoing rule could bring you profits as
well as a promotion at your workplace. You will
be extremely successful in all your endeavours.
You will also be successful in landing new work
projects. You will put in effort to keep your
family members happy. Pray to Behram Yazad
daily.

il Wl el uedl Besa el
il wiod aba uel Wy uesk
iAl a4z 4l . oid 529 sz8l cdi Al
st Alaedl vl g sl siuel sledui
sigzsiz otesl dl HiZl HellotdHi g2 svsil. dHizL
5L A8 it BUded. sedl Hell 513 g3l a
el el 81 il wel AuaEld sedn [l e3kior
Helollvdr dltizig’ Mued. gsdddl d. qg,
49, ¢, 1¢ 9.

Lucky Dates: 16, 17, 18, 19.

Rahu’s rule till 4th March could resultin losing
the support of even those close to you. Despite
your attempts to save, you could end up
spending ten times over. You need to be very
alertand cautiousin all areas of life as even the
smallest mistake could land you in a huge fix.
Ensure that you are very focused in your work
and avoid all distractions until your work is

Alaiqiz,
36113l 13, 20214

MOONSIGNS
JANAM RASH

¢ THIS WEEK

duieli: 24264 HeRIY 2l 2wl ssiRisdl wA 4. sNapd]

sal3s AlDsm: dl. 13.02.2024 4l dl. 1¢.02.2021

Cancer - 55 - s.6.

Rl et ae a3l e g

aalell 5131 wliedzed] 52600, 32l sl
Aleit 19, w2l a2zl 212 AHRIER 18l saHal
AL WL Haadl M2 Eidl wéed szl e
ypgl Hadl asel. 519 Bl wezaR oidl d€dl
ol gl Homal wRier wa us eea,
sl dL 43, 1%, 18, 19 9,

Lucky Dates: 13, 14, 16, 17.

You will be inclined to do religious works under
Jupiter's ongoing rule. Travel is on the cards.
You could receive good news from relatives.
You will be able to retrieve your stuck funds if
you put in a little added effort. You will receive
the blessings of a friend for having helped
them in their time of need. Pray the Sarosh
Yasht daily.

Taurus - quei - 61.4.6.

|Leo - [ -n.2.
234l Fopudl wtll aledl Eessu

completed. Pray the Mah Bokhtar Nyaish daily.

\

uatdl, AL HEEL Sod or2dl il
5341 sz2dl dzal 44l orsl. wRlAs dlba vizie
geflell A1et 8. 3R 5200 vEl s M2 SIS WA
diel dctiell HUHY 2ULEL Al 1dell A6l 9. i
511 B sl o s2dl «dl easior HiZl end
u” oquIod. gsdddl dl 9%, 114, 18, 19 9.

Lucky Dates: 13, 14, 15, 16.

Saturn’s rule till 23rd February could end
up increasing your mental tensions, despite
your trying to reduce them. Your health could
suddenly go downhill. You could end up having
to ask for a loan to meet your expenditures.
Ensure to think things over very carefully
before doing them. Pray the Moti Haptan Yasht
daily.

Libra - qai - 2.q.

L

t\?g

g@ﬁ” opudl Fdzan 29 el ad ansflut
sl oiedl sl sedl S1MEL Ul dl

Al orz udal srdl, yhdlmul s e oy

Ayl 2l o=l 2l ad eRaA 5357 24l

(M2 B HIdd 2eHlAd AL wAlell QIS HOAL

2641, £33ilor ‘MR eAloia’ epaied, ysddl dl,

13, 1€, 19, 1¢ 9,

Lucky Dates:13, 16, 17, 18.

Mercury’s ongoing rule makes you focused
and keen towards areas that will bring you
profits. You will be able to tackle even difficult
tasks easily, with the use of your intelligence.
You would put in much effort to save money.
Friends will shower you with praise and
admiration. You will keep receiving small
profits. Pray the Meher Nyaish daily.

Scorpio - gfs - «.u.
29l gopoudl wll Howedl [ezau
gl &fld sigfunt saddl yallotdsdl
Ml 5290l Ussl, BzHL MIS-otd 2 21l
el Il W1l HAME 28, Bl sl A3
Aaptdel <Al #aAsr 2id 2van 23y Al uet’
euIed, asddl d 13, 1%, 19, 14 9.

Lucky Dates: 13, 14, 17, 18

Mars’ rule till 21st February suggests that you
be prepared for all kinds of challenges. There
could be fights with siblings as they would not
be supportive. Avoid installing any items in the
house. To keep your mind peaceful, pray the Tir
Yasht daily.

L

294l zoudl yell a3 Al wel
letidl [z uasi. duiel el
SISl @Al s 48 ol gl WA Heiw
AR zéaEl amizt sl dloeollds yzi 54l asal.
AlBUSH SletdHl 24215 S Al 2l 59,
93ell sutell yohellowl s udardl 57 asdl.
dlotami diRl garl 6. gRlor Wiy
cIed, Yseddl AL 1€, 19, 14, 1¢ 8.
Lucky Dates: 16, 17, 18, 19.

Jupiter's rule till 21st February will facilitate
your being helpful or doing some noble
work for others. You will be able to complete
your work with lightning speed with the
support of your family members. You could
be the recipient of an unexpected financial
windfall/gains. You will be able to tackle even
challenging tasks with ease. Health will show
good improvement. Pray the Sarosh Yasht

daily.

)| Gemini - Ay - 5.9.4.
) 4,

)| Virgo - sen - wsa.
ks

Al AL ik ey oudl Edsumi

R sl ol 9. Awensly adl-
zdl aedl yell yau 54 Ao Al di gl
36 [ w2 93 adl afadl Edean dud &35
AloAAHL olFel otell=dl, vii2L [FHE g2 sl
wAlell 5HHL oL YEal puasl, Wud U S1M Y
Adl gl Gudlaal wad 4. e Uér
Al Wl HE e v’ e, ysdddl
dl. 13, 17, 14, 18 9,

Lucky Dates: 13, 14, 15, 16.

With the last four days under the rule of
Mercury, you are advised to complete all
financial transactions related to lending and
borrowing by the 16th of February. Satum’s
rule starting from 17th February, will bring
in much angst in all areas. You could get
wound up in negative thoughts. You will find it
challenging to do even small tasks. Your senior
colleagues could cause trouble for you as
you will find it hard to meet your professional
deadlines. Pray the Moti Haptan Yasht along
with the Meher Nyaish.

a1 10 [an dgedl Bdsa 2ad,

HHU GISUL BRI, BRIl SIHL UEAl
Y2t 541 Ao, Gzel =gedl [zl d¥a det-Hel-
]l yoll 528, sl Al wussdl wa
o8l B3ALlel UH HOLAL 289, 223057 37Y «lH
Ul olzdredl’ 10941 M9eA. 9sdddl dl. 13,
11, 1%, 19 8,

Lucky Dates: 13, 15, 16, 17.

With 10 days remaining under the Moon’s
rule, you are advised to first complete all
important tasks, without wasting any time. The
descending rule of the Moon blesses you with
mental, physical and financial prosperity. You
will arrange to meet a favourite person. You will
receive the love of your family members. Pray
the 34th Name, ‘Ya Beshtamna’, 101 times,
daily.

“

Sagittarius - te - M85,

Capricorn - 452 - .o,
23l Wl el dud sllda =gl

ez @i, sus-uzoumedl Hzugdl

53] assll, duRl sidl sl dlst se s A
5IH 93 521 HiRtdL el dl 23 53 asal, didasil
Heeld 52l Hecie Hoam ¥l 4dl 24,
ER2Ior 3¥Y Al UL oladzdl 1019 ML,
goetddll Al 1%, 11, 1€, 19 8.

Lucky Dates:14, 15, 16, 17.

The Moon'’s rule till 23rd March suggests that
you will be able to travel locally and overseas.
People will appreciate your works. You will be
able to start new ventures. A little added effort
will bring you wealth. Pray the 34th Name, ‘Ya
Beshtama’, 101 times, daily.

Aquarius - §& - 2.4

wiogel 20 [aaedl bl Besa 93

2idl 89, wsil sl viol yadlwil
w1l gl HiEle vor dwadl, 24 S Garaolly
sl s szl ssaedl efoiadl ugdl. Bl
wat 991 st axiEl 2 wdadl sife s,
dlaidl dlbadl v seun dsd, gailer
CEY A ‘Ul 2HME 10991 Mo, Ysedd]
dl U, 1€, 19, 14 8.

Lucky Dates: 15, 16, 17, 18.

Starting today, the Sun’s rule, over the next 20
days, predicts that you could face difficulties
in executing any govemment-related works.
You could end up getting quite hot-headed.
Any work done in temper or haste will result in
a loss. Friends will avoid you without reason.
Ensure to take extra caution of the health of
the elderly. Pray the 96th time, ‘Ya Rayomand’,
101 times, daily.

GD Pisces - #ld - £.4.2.9.8.

95 oAl Hiadl acdl Bz g

dlenEl disvsiiv azaidl seoast asll
oril, »AI102 sl HELUL aF) dd Yheluis
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ozdl. a4zl «Adll Aud awidl gssil. £Rior ‘oidam
Ug'dl LAl 5304, Yseddl dL 13, 17,
U, 1 9,

Lucky Dates: 13, 14, 15, 16.

Venus’ ongoing rule adds to your inclinations
towards fun and entertainment. You will prove
to be helpful to members of the opposite
gender and get them out of a difficult situation.
Speaking out your mind to another will help
reduce your mental stress. There could be an
increase in the flow of guests at home. You will
be able to install new items at home. Pray to
Behram Yazad daily.




SATURDAY,
February 13, 2021

darji Writer, also known
as ‘Adarji-the-Angrej’,
steps out of his building

in a once smart, but now frayed
Trilby hat, atop his almost
balding crown and a scarf
around his neck. A confirmed
anglophile and a great fan of
Aapri Rani, Adarji meets his
cronies who congregate near
the entrance of the Baug daily.

“Aadooo! Aadar!
Aadarjiiiiil” Dhunmai calls her
other half, who had replied in
affirmative to the officiating
priest’s ‘pasand-e kardim’ (the
Parsi ‘| do’) nearly forty years
ago. A part of the close circle
of friends in the baug’s ‘Kootla-
Committee’, the pretty and
amiable Dhunmai is known as
Dhun-‘Bafat’ or ‘Duh’-Dhun for
her unfailing ability to commit
faux pas every ninth time she
opens her mouth. Yet again
she screeches even louder -

"""" Thobho,
kah jaoch??7?”

Adarji, more British when
irritated, quips, “Dash it! |
say, my dear old thing, what
now? | have something rather
important to discuss with the
colony chappies. So, for now,
toodle-o n’ ta ta!”

“Tahme ne tamaro
‘something impo-tant’!

“Mughi bes!” hissed the
irritated Angrej, “l said
something imporrrrrrtant,
not ‘impo-tant’. Jah hoi tya
chabardo karech!”

“Oh, Tomato-tamato-
tambotu, badhuj sarkhu!” Dhun
Bafat is not an easy person
to be distracted, “It must be
about the Sunday’s races or
placing bets on some cricket
match. I’'m sure! Now listen
carefully, aapra pavilion per
thi aapri colony-na secretary
pass thi ek ‘Fun ‘n’ Frolicking
Fourteenth Feb Fiesta no form
lavjo. Bhulta-naaaaaaaaal!”
A chill ran down Aadaarji’s
spine. Since the last several
years, the 14" of February had
played havoc in his otherwise

Adarii,

pleasantly sabbatical life. He
asked, “E-vari su che? Sano
form?”

Dhunmai: “Chiba na thao! Aapri
colony-na very enterprising
welfare body has orgasa----- ”

Aaderji froze mid-step.
Clenching his teeth, he hissed,
“Mughi bes! The word is
‘orga....nized,” How many times
have | told you not to use more
than single syllable words? The
Queen’s language is not your
forte. And don’t shout from
the window. It runs contrary
to the code of etiquette of the
civilized society!” pronounced
Adarji pompously and shot off
before Dhunmai could come up
with another Malapropism.

“Aai bijo Shashi Tharoor
chaalio!” muttered Dhunmai,
but Aaderji was out of audio
range of Dhunmai’s soprano
scream.

Adarji returned a couple
of hours later for lunch and
was immediately accosted by
Dhunmai. “Form laya ke?” asked
she, purring like a cat about to
pounce upon an unsuspecting
mouse.

Adarji, at his prevaricating
best, replied, “Sorry my dear
lass, the secretary was not at
the pavilion....He took the high
road before | could reach his
damned office. A pity!”

Y-Day Special!

“Yes, a pity! A pity, indeed
that you are such a liar! You
are no better than that fellow
Jim Curry in that movie
‘Liar Liar. A comprehensive,
offhand and talented liar
Adarji tried to correct her,
saying “Compulsive dear, not
comprehensive and that fellow
is Jim Carey, not Curry,” but
Dhun was unstoppable. She
went on throughout lunch,
where Adarji’s favourite fried
Bombay-ducks, dhan-daar and
methia-nu achar turned to
ashes in his mouth, listening to
her tirade.

Finally, he was saved by
a bell, a phone call from his
Madam Editor. Her words
might have been different. No
Malapropisms of course, but the
tone was the same as Dhunmai’s,
if not colder. After a half hour
of rebuke on a missed deadline,
and about offending both,
the clergy and the laity, the
orthodox and the progressive
in the same issue the week
before, a feat rarely achieved
by any writer before. After
exhausting all the invectives
and expressing doubts about
Adarji’s qualifications, Madam
Editor hung up.

4:00 pm marks the time for
a cuppa tea - a sacred ritual to
all Brits as to our Adarji. Tea is
served dutifully by Dhunmai,
but today no bhakras, no
karkarias, no chapats and

certainly not her specialty -
the popatjis. None! Dhunmai is
angry.

“Er Dhun, Dhanu, su che,
rusai gaich? Sorry, slipped
my mind to get the form.
Tomorrow it will be a done
thing by lunchtime. Ok?

“Besi rhao! Bajuna jaiji-no
ever-obsessing son mara mate
lai avyo.”

“You mean obliging dear!”

It was now Happy Hour,
Adarji’s sacred time to recline
on his motabawa’s easy-chair
with a glass of amber fluid.
Dhunmai brings a bowl of
cashew-nuts and says, “Adar,
I'll let the dead past bury its
dead. Let us now plan for the
‘Fun ‘n’ Frolicking Fourteenth
Feb Fiesta!”

“Fiesta, whazzat!” During
times of extreme stress,
Adarji sometimes lapsed into
Americanese! ‘Fourteenth
Feb’ struck terror in his
heart. Dhunmai, a confirmed
romantic, sprouted some weird
and expensive ideas, “Adar, this
time let’s not have expensive
champagne and caviar dinner
at some exclusive restaurant or
travel to some exotic location.
Let’s simply take part in our
Baug’s Fiesta - there’s a Contest
for the ‘Best Traditionally
Dressed Couple’ who will dance
and declare their love on the
stage. Oooooooh! C’est trés

PArsT TIMES
Dhunmai And Valentine’s Day!!

armoureux!!”

“Dhun, please spare French!
The word is ‘amoureux’ Not
armor.... we are not going to
war! Darling Dhanu, you're my
valentine since four decades.
Everyone knows ‘I love you and
you love me’, so why make an
exhibition of it?”

“Don’t interrupt! We shall
dance! | am going to wear
my mummaiji-no garo, with
spaghetti, or is it fettuccine
strap blouse, and stiletto heel
shoes. You wear your new
designer dagli, aapra lagan-na
brown and white Oxford design-
na shoes and pagri. You always
look taller in your ‘pagri’.
We’ll dance to Blue Danube
or Emperor Waltz. Or maybe
Tango!”

“Kaun-na bawani paghri,
Dhun?” exploded Adarji, a
rare phenomenon. “Remember
that that big-in-bulk-small-in-
brain brother of yours! Maroj
premium scotch pee ne mari
pagri per besi gailo. Now my
Jarthosti regalia is one pagri
short, the one and only pagri |
ever had! That damned %"#@**

nincompoop!

“Muga beso!” Every time
my jee-bharu brother Jamsu’s
name crops up you become
historical. 1 will not titillate
it.”

“Oh, there you go again. The
word is hysterical not historical.
Taro Jamsu kai Jamshed Padsha
nathi. Just plain Jamsu. No
historical figure. Ne aai got-
pit, sot-git karvanu bund kar.
Badha mari per hasech! And
the other word is tolerate, not
titillate! Aapri Rani would have
needed smelling-salts if she
heard you!”

“Bus! Enough arguments!
Now get your bawa-adam na
jamana nu record player, put
on some waltz music and let’s
practice!” insisted Dhun.

“l can’t! My arthritic knee
is playing up, maybe anohter
time. Koi saro-sapormo divas
joi-ne we will start. Ok?”

But Dhunmai refused to
accept defeat! Her voice,
rising several decibels and

tone growing colder by several

degrees below zero, lets out, )
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“Adar (without ‘ji’) get up and get going. Chalo!
Slow quick-quick, slow quick-quick, slow! Chalo,
chop-chop. Stop slouching!”

After several bloody days of slow-quick-quick
Blue Danube and Emperor Waltz, Adarji revolted,
“Dhun, this is silly. | can’t do it! The last time |
danced was ages ago. I’m no longer the dashing
Darab of the twinkle-toe-fame. Dash it! It’s not that
| love you less, b-b-but | love my reputation more.
The colony boys will laugh at me!”

“Mare-re!l Why should they laugh at you? Next
door-ni Tehmi and Tehempton are learning the
Moonwalk. Char number na Jehengirji and Shirin are
learning that Walk-like-an-Egyptian thing, Rutimai
and Darabsha are going to jive, aapra courageous
Kali and Coomie are going to dance a la Michael
Jackson! Ane tamaro tea-addict brother-in-law
Sorab and your sister Perinbanu are performing cha-
cha-cha!

“That terror sister of mine, Perinbanu, could
have made even Hitler do the Bharat Natyam!”

This went on for a week. Adarji, an agnostic,
even started praying at night for some miracle to
occur and the shindig being cancelled. He prayed for
freak floods, terrifying typhoons or even a humble
cyclone. Anything to stop this shindig, anything!

Come Saturday morning and like Abu bin Adam,
an angel came upon Adarji too - in form of a postman.
He brought glad tidings. It was an invitation to
the wedding of Jamsu’s (the destroyer of ‘pagris’)
wife’s sister’s daughter. She was getting married on
fourteenth February, St. Valantine Day. Her marriage
has been hurriedly arranged (no, not for the reason
normally attributed to the hurriedly arranged
marriages). Her fiancé was leaving for Washington
DC for work reasons, after a few days. Now this
being en famille event with no getting away from,
Adarji was overjoyed, but was careful to not break
into a jig. Stiff upper lip was highly recommended
and so with a long face, he simply said, “Dash it
Dhun, after all the dance practice, we won't be
able to participate in the Baug’s Valentine Day’s
Dance Competition... coz the family comes first!”

Adarji had always compared Jamsu to the
human organ - ‘appendix’ as no one knew what was
its function - Jamsu’s life too had no raison d’etre
(reason to exist). But today it occurred to him that
even Jamsu was here for a reason... even if via his
wife’s brother’s sister-in-law’s daughter’s wedding!

Dhunmai reacted to the news, “We will keep on
hold our Pas de ducks till the next year.”

Dhun! Not ducks. It’s pas de deux! A ballet term
in French, a dance for two. Not for ducks! Batak-
nu-bafat na kar! Now here’s my credit card, go and
buy a new saree for the wedding. It’s going to be a
Happy Valentine’s Day after all!”

“Oh mercy bokhu monchair!

“STOP! Leave French alone! No Bokhu, no
dantwallu, no Munchi, no Muncher! I'll thank you
for that. It should be ‘Merci beaucoup ma chere’.
Anyway, all of you ‘Passez une joyeuse Saint-
Valentin’!, he said assuming his Brit personality, “Or
as Aapri Rani would say to her Prince Consort, “| say,
Phil old chap, have a Happy Valentine’s Day, wot!”

V-Day Sp

eclal!
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How Stir Crazy Are We In Love?

Veera is a published Author (‘Endured’ and ‘#LoveBitesLifeHacks’)
and Columnist: a passionate Educator and Counselior; Poet and Philosopher...
but most of all, a lover of all things literary.

VEERA SHROFF SANJANA

o, it's Valentine’s Day
S tomorrow... we’ll have
those packs of love- \\ A
crazed wolves howling at the R __.,/ %
moon, all ready to jump off cliffs, _'b
swim the deepest seas and d
climb the highest mountains - _
all in the name of love. These
love junkies have you wondering where that magic and
blush of first love has disappeared. While the teeny-
boppers and the youth ride the skies on Aladdin’s magic
carpet, you wonder years later, cleaning that carpet
(now nothing but a dishevelled worn-out, old rug)
where that fervid appeal simply vanished! Those rose-
tinted glasses, long replaced with those bifocal’s, have
cleared that tunnel vision, all the while questioning
this hype about love and its mushy-gushy effects!

It’s true - the initial stage of love is all about
falling madly in it! It's a veritable phenomenon, pretty
damned hard to explain. Have you seen that young
infatuated couple walking around every evening? That
idiotic prance, that silly dance they do, then that
vexatious a dozen by-the-minute shrill laugh by the
girl with those goofy eyes? And to top it, that annoying
liturgy - their daily ceremonial ritual, while turning the
corner to say their respective goodbyes to each other,
sort of remind you of those knee-knocking moments,
hidden deep somewhere in the foggy recesses of your
clouded brain.

They all seem to live in this bubble - these pairs of
new found lovers, making their moves and animated
gesticulations that appear nothing but borderline
ridiculous to anyone who is a spectator to their
weird public displays! Unaware, unnoticed they make
their bold moves in the only way their hormone-
infused emotions know how, slowly but energetically
advancing to the grandest vision of that love universe
they seem to cohabit solely and exclusively. Somehow,
new-found couples in love have no regard for public
propriety; their amorous advances fall insensitively on
less-fortunate and more-disillusioned souls!

Yes, blame this lovesickness on the mood, the moon,
the spell, the chemistry... but no matter what, sooner
or later it gets you tied up in knots, turns our wits
and senses upside down, makes fools of the wise and
wises up long-standing fools! Romantic infatuation has
you swinging from vines proclaiming to the world, “Me
Tarzan - You Jane!” Besotted and beguiled, many have
fallen astray to its primal call, while it alters the brain
chemistry, making smitten lascivious fools of us all.

The thought of being without it makes even the

stoic heart crave its unbalanced charm. All love is
fuelled by a secret desire for fusion, validation
and aliveness. There’s nothing on earth that can
make you feel more alone, unworthy, dead and
numb, in one swift stroke, like unrequited

love can. Corny love songs and poignant
poems soon become the order of the day.
Heartbreaks are almost as upsetting and
frequent as broken pieces of well-loved, delicate
crystal-ware... the morning-after the party.

Lovesickness is a serious disorder. You cannot
deny its power to destabilise and distort. It’s funny

&5
;? how love mimics all symptoms of mental illness.

Recklessness, agitation, irrational behaviour, just
some of it, has perfectly reasonable people suddenly
going crazy in love! Catch that lover with a cleanliness
fetish suddenly going all gung-ho about sharing his
lover’s toothbrush! And what is it about love that
makes it really fine to use that same razor as your
man to shave your legs? Where does it say in that love
manual that all personal hygiene flies out the window,
when love walks through the door? And what is this
penchant with these lovelorn girls with broken hearts,
of stealing their boyfriends’ Tees and shirts, to then
aimlessly amble around the house in them, wearing off
carpets and floors, wondering how it all went wrong!

| have often asked where does love begin and
common sense end? When does it become ok to lose
all sense of self, so that a steak dinner with fries is
now your Sunday favourite, along with reruns of the
Avenger series, fast becoming your weekly tradition!
How and where did the colour pink surreptitiously
creep into a large part of your attire, where previously
it was regarded as a wardrobe malfunction! And then,
you have that stage where the two are so enmeshed,
they complete each other’s sentences, communicate
without talking, refer to each other by ridiculously
corny love names that could make you barf every
time you hear those saccharine-sweet, sugar-coated
endearments! None of them remotely appealing or
strangely befitting. And way better suited to some
furry animal, stout vegetable or plump fruit!

That inane desire to please the object of your
affection has the most sensible of women behaving like
foolish, vacuous schoolgirls, all giggly and ridiculously
enamoured, making you believe that save for those
pigtails and braces, she could well be one. And the
men, on the other hand, will-jump through ridiculous
hoops, trying to win over the ladylove, keeping the
wine and the credit flowing, as much as those first
flushes of love!!

Oh yes, people in love do some ridiculously stupid
things... give up identities, change names, relinquish
independence. As though that were not enough, you
merge your assets, move base and move home, adopt
all kids and pets, change friendships, quit jobs... but
worst of all, put blinders on. Lovesickness causes a
severe case of atrophy to every living, breathing,
coherent, rational part of the human brain. While love
has long been claimed to be blind, deaf and dumb,
and falling in love may yet be the hardest thing you do
remember, it’s not gravitation that is responsible for
people falling in love!



Parsi Times - English and Gujarafi. Regn. No. MCS/101/2021-23. Published on 13th Feb, 2021, Posted ot Mumbai Putrika Channel, Sorting Post Office, Mumbai 400 001, on every Saturday.

SATURDAY, Valen tz'ne ,S Daq_.gpecfa[

February 13, 2021

Aapro Cyrus Broacha, the Brand Ambassador of Humour, is back to
trigger unlimited giggles and guffaws in you with his hilarious take on
Valentine's Day in PT’s exclusive column - Cyrus The (Not So) Great!

s the world grapples with this
Asituation, (I'm talking of poor

connectivity of Wifi), | would
like to apologise to the readers for
being somewhat dormant in the last
few months. Apparently, there’s some
sort of illness out there, for which
all of us investigative journalists,
Parsi and Non-Parsi, but not Chinese,
were forced to live in a Covid-free
bubble. And by Covid-free bubble, |
mean Paras Building, Apartment 7B,
Behind Fab India,
(please don’t ask
which  branch), ”
and bang opposite

O
O £
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Valentine’s Day And COVID!
Cyrus The (Not So) Great!

LS

request all Parsis to invite their loved
ones to join in their celebration of
their ‘other’ love. For instance Dara
must invite Delnaaz to enjoy his
passion for motorcycles with him, by
watching an old episode of ‘Top Gear’
together. This way, and only for this
pandemic calendar year, the love must
be spread around. Next year, Dara is
free to ignore Delnaaz, and focus on
his bikes in peace.

Sharma Ganna him and here’s his excellent sermon,
juice-wala. - which | recorded on my phone:

Now, let’s . “See Baba, love is the most
talk of  the b important emotion in the world. Us
‘Haves’ and ‘Have- JJ Parsis are distracted by love for many
Nots’... also to be J things, so much that we forget to love
called the ‘Baug’ ourselves! By many things, | mean,
Parsis, and the Non- Gustaad loves bikes, Shiavax loves

Baug Parsis. Since the Baug
Parsis anyways live in a bubble,
for them it’s business as usual. For
the Non-Baug Parsis, it was a difficult
existence...

Your mother, being your only
companion, is challenging in the best
of times, though not for her. But 11
months of lockdown with one person?
Just one person? Let’s call it by its
real name. It's not a ‘Lockdown’.
It’s being in a ‘Lock Up’! However, |
survived this horrible phase, thanks
to advice from my Uncle Vistasp. He
said, “Clean the toilet, use the toilet,
think of the toilet.”

But Dikraas and Dickrees, and
err others.. as we get closer to
normal life, a new threat has
dawned. What to do on Valentine’s
Day?

Just a few years ago Valentine's
Day, was about to become the Parsi
‘Navratri’!! Huge celebrations,
festive atmosphere, only difference
being cars would be parked properly,
in adherence to parallel parking
requisites.

In 2021, Valentine’s Day is going to
be a serious challenge. Think Edmund
Hillary - the mountaineer. No-no, |
don’t mean his challenge of climbing
Mount Everest, but the challenge of
explaining to his wife why he was
missing for six months ostensibly
climbing a bloody mountain!

With the whole Social Distance
challenge, | decided to get the advice
of the greatest Parsi lovers since Errol
Flynn - ‘Farzaad the Fornicator’.
Now, please remember that this is an
affectionate title, and a mark of great
respect, in these difficult breeding
times, for India’s premier community.

Here is what Farzaad had to say.
As a foot note, please don’t try and
contact Farzaad the Fornicator, on your
own. He’s notoriously shy, especially
for a fornicator. He lives in Montreal,
Canada, and wants his privacy to be
respected. And in Canada, he goes
by the name ‘Freddie the Faltoo’, so
it’s highly confusing to try and get
in touch with him. Anyway, since he
attends the same stamp collecting
class as my Aunt Freny, | did contact

A word of caution, though. If the
love and passion is for your ‘mother’,
then avoid the sharing concept. ‘Saas
bhi kabhie bahu thi’, doesn’t translate
well in Gujarati.’ ”

fashion, Parvez loves body-building,
and Dolly loves Doggies. Now being a
Parsi, your threshold
and volume of
love is greater
than others.
So Dolly
pours all her
love into
feeding and
caring for

Dear friends, we can’'t, we
must not, and we will not argue
with the wise words of, Farzaad
the Fornicator. So, with our
Government’s  permission -
here’s wishing you all a ‘Happy

dogs, thus Valentine’s
she  neglects Day'! And
her husband, Night!!
Framjee, who in &

total spite, ran away
with her pet Dashund
- ‘Sindbad’! You see,
too much love is the
problem. Too much love
for one thing means
love does not get spread
around.

This Valentine’s day
also might have to be
practiced in a safe way.
What with the social
distancing, and limit to
entry in public places,
not to mention timing
restraints. |  humbly
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