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SATURDAY,
December 24, 2022

Editorial

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

Merry Christmas!

Dear Readers,

| Today is Christmas eve and many of us blessed with Christian friends and
neighbours will receive those yummy authentic, home-made goodies like
kal-kals, neureos, bolinhas, etc. along with a generous helping of that
show-stopping, special rum-soaked Xmas cake! For the rest, one can always
purchase the Christmas specials across various patisseries, cafes and even some increasingly
popular home-chefs!

But none of these Masterchef-prepared-looking pastries can hold a candle to the taste of those
home-made authentic preparations... just like no amount of gifting could realise the true essence
of ‘giving’ during Christmas. The intended spirit of giving during this festive season goes far
beyond material gifts... it means little if you’ve missed out on giving - like the popular adage goes
- ‘some things that money can’t buy’.

It is when you give of your time, your presence, your joy and yourself, that you have truly
realised and rejoiced in the Christmas spirit of giving. And that is when every part of you becomes
the Christmas blessing, or even the so-called Christmas miracle, for so many! Your mind seeks to
bring joy to others, your lips share an infectious smile and utter words that bring comfort and
happiness, your hands extend to give others a warm, heart-felt hug, your feet lead you towards
the long lost or lonely to bring them solace... and your heart uplifts the universal energy as you
spread all that love and care within. Now that would be doing justice to this holy and celebratory
occasion!

And speaking of care, with Covid-19 cases rising in China, the Indian Medical Association has
issued a timely notice warning us of a potential COVID-19 outbreak, and advising that we follow
Covid-appropriate behaviour immediately, especially in terms of using masks in public places and
avoiding large gatherings. While it does sound like a bummer during the festive season, when
you have your parties and events lined up, you would do well to err on the side of caution and
intelligence.

Here’s wishing you and your loved ones a safe and Merry Xmas!

- Anahita
anahita@parsi-times.com

The Indian Medical Association (IMA) has issued an advisory on an “impending” COVID-19 outbreak,
saying public should follow COVID-19 appropriate behaviour with immediate effect. IMA asked people
to avoid large gatherings such as marriages and political meetings, and international travel. It also
appealed to the government to upscale the preparedness for any such situation as seen in 2021.

As of now, the situation is not alarming and therefore, there is no need to panic. As prevention is better
than cure, all are advised to take follow-ing necessary steps to overcome the impending COVID outbreak:

Face masks to be used in all public places.

Social distancing to be maintained.

Regular hand washing with soap and water or sanitizers.

Public gatherings like marriages, political or social meetings etc. to be avoided.

Avoid international travel.

Consult the doctor in case of symptoms like fever, sore throat, cough, loose motions etc.
Get your COVID vaccination, including precautionary dose, at the earliest.

Follow the government advisory issued from time to time.

PN RONME

ASHA VAHISHTA

THE ZOROASTRIAN CENTRE DADGAH

Fulfilling the spiritual & religious needs of

inter-married Parsis and other Zoroastrians

Asha Vahishta, Chandan Gardens, NIBM Road, Pune 411048 - Tel: 9821346601

APPEAL

m YOUNG RATHESTARS’ ANNUAL GUJARAT
& PUNEGRAIN DISTRIBUTION PROJECT

OUR ANNUAL GUJARAT AND PUNE GRAIN DISTRIBUTION
PROGRAMME WILL BE HELD IN FEBRUARY / MARCH
2023, WHERE NEARLY 150 NEEDY AND POOR PARSI AND
IRANI ZOROASTRIAN FAMILIES IN THE INTERIOR VILLAGES
OF GUJARAT AND PUNE WILL BE GIVEN NEW SADRAS,
BLANKETS, TEA, SUGAR, PULSES, TOWELS, NAPKINS ETC.
AND OTHER HOUSEHOLD ITEMS.

Kindly send your generous donation by Cheque in
favour of Young Rathestars to:

Mr. Homiyar M. Doctor

811/814, Jame Jamshed
Bldg., Room No. 68,
Jame Jamshed Road,
Dadar (East),

Mumbai: 400014
Mobile: 9821384385

Mrs. Arnavaz J. Mistry

1301, Ektaa Invictus,

Plot 802A, Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar Road,

Dadar (East),

Mumbai: 400014

Mobile: 9821009289

Don’t Miss Parsee Gymkhana’s
New Year Eve Dinner & Dance

Please book vyou tickets to ring in the New Year
with friends and family, at Parsee Gymkhana's New
Year Eve Dinner & Dance with a Live Band and delicious cuisine.
Book your tickets: Mobile - 9167868817 or (022) 22811869.

Religious Announcements

Asha Vahishta Dadgah (Pune) Celebrates 5th Salgreh
The ‘Asha Vahishta’ Dadgah (Pune) will celebrate its 5th Salgreh
on 25th December, 2022, with a thanksgiving Jashan ceremony
and Humbandagi at 11:30 am. All are cordially invited to seek
divine blessings and celebrate the joyous occasion. (Address: ‘Asha
Vahishta’, The Zoroastrian Centre, 51 - Chandan Gardens, Near
Clover Highlands & Dorabjee’s supermarket, NIBM Road, Pune.)

Vachaghandhy Agiary Celebrates 166th Salgreh
Vachaghandhy Agiary's glorious 166th Salgreh Celebrations will
be held on (Roj Sarosh, Mah Sherevar; Kadmi) on 30th December,
2022. A morning Jashan by the Trustees will be conducted at 9:30
am and the evening Jashan will be at 4:45 pm by the staff of the
fire temple. At 6:00 pm, Er. Dr. Ramiyar Karanjia will speak on the
topic ‘How prayers help in one's life.” All Zarthostis are welcome.

Salgreh Celebrations Of Panthaky Agiary
Panthaky Agiary, in Bandra West, will hold its salgreh celebrations
on December 30, 2022, (Roj Sarosh - Mah Amardad) with a
Jashan by the Trustees at 9:30 am (Machi in Havan Gah) and
another Jashan at 5:00 pm (Machi in Aiwisruthrem Gah). Donation
for Hama Anjuman Machi and Jashan is accepted. Community
members are requested to attend.

Sarosh Roj Jashan At Dadysett Agiary
On 30th December,2022, a Sarosh Roj Jashan will be organised
at Dadysett Agiary (Fountain), by Trustees of Dadysett Charity
Trust, at 4:30pm. This will be followed by a Humbandagi by Er.
Darayesh R. Katrak and light refreshments thereafter. All Parsi/
Irani Zoroastrains are cordially invited to attend.

Boyce Agiary Celebrates 188th Adaran Salgreh
The Boyce Dhana Patel Fire Temple (Tardeo, Mumbai) will
celebrate its 188th Adaran Saheb ni Salgreh, on 30th December,
2022, (Roj Sarosh, Mah Amardad; 1392 YZ). A Contributory Machi
will be performed in the Havan Geh, followed by a Jashan at 9:30
am. All Zoroastrians are requested to be present and partake the
blessings of Padshasaheb.

Behram Roj Jashan At Dadysett Atash Behram
On 2nd January, 2023, a Behram Roj Jashan, organised by Trustees
of Dadysett Charity Trust, will be performed at Dadyseit Atash
Behram (Fanasvadi), at 5:00 pm. This will be followed by a
Humbandagi by Er. Darayesh R. Katrak at the Behram Yazad
Shrine, along with a religious talk and refreshments, thereafter. All
Parsi/ Irani Zoroastrains are cordially invited to attend.
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NOSHIR H. DADRAWALA

oday, many across the
globe will celebrate
Christmas Eve and

tomorrow, the Christmas feast
or holiday. Iranians would have
already celebrated the feast of Yalda
on 21 December. Interestingly, the
festival of Christmas has similarities or
rather roots in the ancient Iranian feast
of Yalda, which celebrates the winter
solstice in the Northern hemisphere.
While we ponder some similarities, let’s
ensure we live up to the spirit of these
meaningful festivals.

Yalda - Birth: The term ‘Yalda’ simply
means ‘birth’ (denoting birth or re-
birth of the sun). While Zoroastrians
celebrate 21+t December as the symbolic
and seasonal birth or re-birth of the Sun
(a creation of God), Christians observe
25% December as the birth of the Son of
God (Jesus Christ).

Yalda is the longest and darkest night
of the year (observed on 21t December
2022), marking commencement of the
winter season of three months. Winter

X

will end around 21+
ushering the spring season.

March, 2023,

Since the first night of winter (21
December) is the longest night and
from that night onward the days start to
gradually get longer and the warmth and
light of the sun increases, that night is
believed to be the time for the birth or
re-birth of the sun.

Yalda Tree And The Christmas
Tree: Even the famed Christmas tree
and the Yalda tree have similarities. The
Christmas tree is usually an evergreen
tree (Pine or Fir) and decorated with
red bauble balls, a star on top and gifts
under the tree.

In Iran, instead of red bauble balls,
people tie pomegranates (fresh or dried)
for health and long life on living Cypress,
Fir or Pine trees. It is also a traditional
practice to leave gifts of sweets
—__ or others useful items under

the needy. Trees in courtyards
and village squares usually get
covered with snow and in the
morning, when the sun comes
out after a long, dark night, the
rays would usually bounce off
the ice on top of the tree and
look like a star. This beautiful
morning is celebrated as Yalda -
the birth or the re-birth of the
* sun, which would continue to
- grow in strength and brightness
— till the next Yalda night.

Mas §
Yald
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‘Wise Men’ At
- The Birth Of Jesus:
Traditional, nativity
scenes depict ‘Wise
Men’ visiting the infant
8 Jesus on the night of
¥ his birth. There is also
a belief that these ‘wise
men’ were Zoroastrians
from Iran because they
had come from the East
and in lran Mazdayasni
Zoroastrians were known
as worshippers of Mazda
or Wisdom. We also need
to remember that when
Jesus was born, lran was under the
Parthian Dynasty with Zoroastrianism
as the dominant religion and the Magus
or Magi were priests. Of course, many
scholars also dispute the theory that the
‘wise men’ were from Iran and whether
they were three or more in number.

The New Revised Standard Version
of Matthew 2:1-12 describes the visit of
the ‘wise men’ in the following manner:
“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus
was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem,
asking, ‘where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed
his star at its rising, and have come to
pay him homage.”

Although Matthew’s account does
not explicitly cite the motivation for the
journey of the wise men, (other than
seeing the star in the east, which they
took to be the star of the King of the
Jews), the Syrian Infancy Gospel states in
the third chapter that they were pursuing
a prophecy that they had read about.

Interestingly the sun is a star and
‘“observing the star (or the sun) at its
rising” indicates Yalda or Birth.

There is also an Armenian tradition
identifying the Magi or Wise Men who
came to Bethlehem as Balthasar of
Arabia, Melchior of Persia, and Caspar
of India. Historian John of Hildesheim
also relates a belief in Taxila (in modern
Pakistan) that one of the Magi had taken

a And Christmas

the ancient ‘silk route’ through Taxila on
the way to Bethlehem.

Celebrating The True Spirit Of Yalda
And Christmas: Are festivals like Yalda
and Christmas only about eat, drink
and be merry! Certainly not! In fact,
both feasts celebrate the spirit of
gratitude, togetherness and giving.
While Christmas celebrates the birth
of the ‘Son of God’, Yalda celebrates
birth of the ‘Sun of God’! In both cases
‘birth’ heralds ‘new beginnings’. It’s a
magical season to bring joy, love, and
togetherness to families, friends and
to this world.

We all realized during the pandemic
that we are inter-dependent and
that joy comes more from giving than
just receiving. Have we now become
complacent? Have we forgotten the
lessons learned during the years 2020
and 20217 Yes, it is the season to be
merry or happy. But, let’s not forget
Zarathushtra’s message that happiness
comes to those who make others happy
or the message of Jesus to ‘love thy
neighbor as thyself’.

Do spend time with family, but don’t
forget to also spend time with lonely
friends or neighbour. Do spend money
on gifts for family and friends. But,
don’t forget those who have no family
or friends. Most importantly, let us all
focus on ‘well-being’ - our own and that
of all others on planet earth. After all,
we are all inter-dependent, be it for our
health, our wealth or happiness.

It’s time we realized that the only
way anything exists is through a complex
interplay between other existing
things and the magic of circumstance.
Indeed, the true nature of existence is
interdependence. This festive season,
let’s celebrate interdependence, our
unity amid diversity and the birth or
rebirth of a brand new world, through
wise choices that we will exercise.

Merry Christmas and Yalda... or Happy
New Beginnings!

' @ 157 years in business

. ® Presence in 40+ countries

® 40,000+ global workforce

Shapoorji Pallonji And Company Pvt. Ltd.
Corporate Office:SP Centre, 41/44 Minoo Desai Marg,Colaba, Mumbai - 400 005
Tel: +91 22 6749 0000 Website: www.shapoorjipallonji.com

Shapoorji Pallon

Built to last...since 1865




ASTROLOGY

Shrinathji Jyotish Havelivala

100% Guarantee
Old & Famous No. 1 Astrologer
We Do Every Work by Religious

Worship, Pls Meet Unhappy People

in Life, Palmistry, Horoscope, Black
Magic, If Your Son or Daughter Fall in

Love with Someone, or Hypnotize by
Other so Call Me, Love Problem, Child
issue, Love Marriage, Divorce, Enemy
Pro., Husband-Wife Dispute, Health

Problem, Fees - 500/-

02, C-Wing, Maitri Heights
Building, Marve Road,
Malad (W), Mumbai.
Ph.: 9833390898,
9920991344, 28898500
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010 Antigoue Shop
VALUE GIVEN IS
MORE THAN MARKET RATE
We also collect Goods
& give free Home Service
Old Furniture, Watches,

Old Fountain Pens, Kerba,

Old Crockery, Old Resham Kore
And Zari, Old Toys, Old Camera,
0ld Notes And Coins,
German Silver.

Classifieds

BUYING OF ALLTYPES
OF ANTIQUES &
FURNITURE

E.g. Coins, Notes,
Watches, Wall Clock etc.
Maharastra & Gujarat.

Transportation of goods
from one place to another
throughout india

Contact. Mr. Irani
8169835441
WhatsApp: 9322871171

PAC n DELIVER

Send parcels to your Children
& loved ones in CANADA,
UK, USA & WORLD WIDE
including Garments, Farsan,
Chocolates, Sweets, Gifts,
Eatables, Medicines &
any permissible item & get
benefited with SPECIAL rates.
Contact - Mr. ANUJ SANGOI
Tel. - 022-48932230 / 8879991866

Email - sales@pacndeliver.com
“20 Yrs of Quality Service”

VIJAY

OLD ANTIQUE SHOP

VALUE GIVEN IS

MORE THAN MARKET RATE

We also collect Goods
& give free Home Service
Gold & Silver Jewellery,
Watches, Old Furniture, Gramophones,
All Records, All Cameras,
0ld Fountain Pens,

Gara, Kerba, Old Crockery,

Zari Border, Old Notes, Coins,
German Silver, Household Items

9653285127/9321101731
12/2nd Floor, 52/54 Haveliwala Building,
Mint Road, GPO, Fort, Mumbai 1

AARAV

OLD ANTIQUE ITEMS

VALUE GIVEN IS

MORE THAN MARKET RATE

We also collect Goods
& give free Home Service
Gold & Silver Jewellery,
Watches, 0ld Furniture, Gramophones,
All Records, All Cameras,
0ld Fountain Pens,

Gara, Kerba, Old Crockery,

Zari Border, 0ld Notes, Coins,
German Silver, Household Items
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99, Sal Shop, Next to Cumballa Hill
Hospital, Kemps Corner, Mumbai-36

MUSIC CENTRE

BEST PRICE

We deal in all types of EMI Old
Hindi CDs & English Blu ray Disc,
Vinyl Records Hindi & English,
Turntable, Hi End Music System,
Old CD Games, G.l. Joe, HE Man
Toy, Vintage Telephone, Rupee
NOTE BUNDLES (1,2,5) & Coins.
Zari Border & Sarees, LCD TV, Lap-
top & All Electrical Items.

We Collect all Material from your
Doorstep!

Contact: 9920663443 /
7738935999.

CARPENTER

MAHENDAR Furniture
& Interior Decorator

Specialistin All types
of Wooden Furniture,
Fabrication, Aluminium
Work, Polishing,
Painting and
decorative Civil works.

Mahendar/Percy
8655112996
9222777640

FLAT FOR SALE

SEA VIEW
2 BHK 867’ CARPET
WITH 2 STILT
PARKING
WITH ALL MODERN
AMENITIES IN

HHIAATITN | CELESTIA
181, Shop INo. 13', Bo:a Bazar, SPACES
Fort, Mumbai-1 IN SEWRI
FOR SALE
f e +91 9820236640
Disclaimer:

The Classified Section of Parsi Times does not endorse any
product or service advertised and will not be held responsible
by any third party for the same.

SRA Plot For Sale

Near Pune
Railway Station
Clear Title.

For more details

Contact Jitubhai:
9822878822

9834556596

NEW BUNGALOW,
FLAT, OLD FLAT & NA
PLOT AVAILABLE
at Near Nargol,
Saronda, Tadagam,
Maneckpur,
Daviyar, Etc,
Sanjan Station,
Gujarat.

Contact
09825208958

PARSI TIMES

Jain's Healthcare Centre

Franchisee

Dr. Lal Pathlabs

Pharmeasy Labs

Lupin Diagnostic

Blood collection centre for
testing all dieses in human body,

including Dengue and Malaria
test TB Gold, Hormones Test. Iron
Studies, HB ELECTRO PHORESIS,
HISTOPATHOLOGY and RT-PCR Test.

Home sample collection
Facility available.

Call on: 7399228181
9833782193/9323126547

GOOD NEWS

To Buy / Sell and Rent
Flat / Plot & Bungalow
in UDWADA, SANJAN,

NARGOL & NAVSARI
Contact:
Amit Tanna
Mob. : 09978850067

HOSPITAL

FOR SALE
RUNNING HOSPITAL
IN PAREL WITH OT
AVAILABLE FOR SALE
CALL
+91 9820236640
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Preeti’s Parsi Point

Dealers in all kind of

religious & gift items
Lagan/Navjote Ses, Toran, Topi,
Scarf, Kusti, Sadra, Lengha, Sap-
at, Carpets, Silver Farohar Chain,
Pendant & Coins, Muktad Vase,
Sukhad, metal Zarthost, Ghoda

pair, Soldier pair, Night lamp.

o We undertake Polishing of
0ld german silver Ses, Vase etc.
o We also buy Old german silver

items at Best Price.

Mob.: 9820770223

Near dadar parsi colony
\ Mumbai-31. y

| Don’t Miss Out On
! PT’s Brand New
Festive Dhamaka Offers!

| EARLY BIRD DEALS!

@ EXCELLENT SCHEMES!!

| MASSIVE DISCOUNTS!!!

| Book Your
Classifieds & Advis NOW!!

For Details,
E-mail: advertise@ parsi-times.com
Or Call: (022) 22010704 / 05

| (Monday ro Friday
| Between 10:30am = 6:00pm)
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BOMBAY PARSI PUNCHAYET

PUBLIC NOTICE INVITING OFFERS FOR
A FLAT AT DADAR PARSI COLONY

The Bombay Parsi Punchayet is in possession of a 2 Rooms + Kitchen
Flat admeasuring about 636.98 Square Feet Carpet area on the 2nd Floor,
being Flat No. 11, Bldg No. 667A, Dadar Parsi Colony, Mumbai-400007,
which has reverted to the Trust. The said flat is proposed to be offered
on Leave & License basis to prospective bidders, who gives the highest
quantum of Refundable Deposit. (Kindly contact Mr. R. F. Patel on
02222617421/22/23 or Mobile : 9819946387 from Monday to Friday
between 11.00 am to 5.30 pm for Bid Start Value as well as inspection of
Flat).

1. Those interested are requested to attend the Auction to be held
at BPP Head Office, 209, Dr. D. N. Road, Fort, Mumbai-400001 on
Wednesday, 11th January 2023 at 5.00 pm.

2. Interested Applicants to submit their proposal in a sealed envelope
@ BPP Office (Tel: 02222617421/22/23 or (M) 9819946387,
with a separate Demand Draft of Rs. 1 Lakh in the name of
“Funds & Properties of the Parsi Punchayet Bombay” as Earnest Money
Deposit, which will be returned if their proposal is not accepted.
Please do not put the Demand Draft in the sealed envelope but hand
it over separately.

3. Interested bidders must quote value of the Flat in excess of (Reserve
Security Deposit amount), exclusive of Stamp Duty and Registration
Charges, as applicable for registration of Leave & License Agreement.

4. The sealed envelopes will be opened in the presence of all the
applicants on the same day on Wednesday, 11th January 2023
at 5.00 pm.

5. The highest offer will be taken as the Second Reserve Security Deposit
amount and the applicants will be requested to make an Open offer in
excess of this Second Reserve Security Deposit amount.

6. The highest Open Offer will be taken as the Third Reserve Security
Deposit amount.

7. The bidder will be guided beforehand by the BPP Trustees and
Administration for all 3 Rounds Bidding process. Final Round will be
conducted on One-to One basis in close cover- confirmation for bid in
excess of 2nd round highest bid amount.

8. The flat will be allotted to the highest bidder in this Third & Final
round. (If any tie it may occur, one more round will be conducted on
same pattern of Third & Final round for Final Highest Figure)

9. 50% of the full Security Deposit amount of the flat must be deposited
by the bidder within 15 days of the auction and the balance 50%
within one month of the auction. Failure to make payments on the
Due date will lead to cancellation of their offer and the forfeiture of
the Earnest Money Deposit. The flat may again be re-auctioned, or
offered to the second highest bidder, as decided by the Trustees.

10.The Leave & license Agreement will be registered after the Full
Security Deposit amount is received by the Trust. Possession of the
flat will be given only after Leave & Licence Agreement is executed
and registered.

11.The Trustees reserve the right to refuse any or all offers at their
discretion without assigning any reason.

By the order of BPP Trustees
A. F. Sarkari
CEO

Websile: www.parsi-times.com
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Adille Sumariwalla Conferred
Hon. Doctorate By JLU

dille Sumariwalla, President -
AAthletics Federation of India and

interm President - Indian Olympic
Association, was conferred an honorary
Doctorate by Jagran Lakecity University
(JLU, Bhopal) on 17th December, 2022.
Dr. Adille Sumariwalla shared the news
on his social media posts: “Humbled to
be conferred Honorary Doctorate today
by @jlubhopal alongside Former Chief
Justice of India Mr. U U Lalit.”

A few months ago, on 13th October,
2022, Sumariwalla
was felicitated by the
Sports  Journalists’
Association of
Mumbai (SJAM),
with the Lifetime S
Achievement Award. e

Adill e
Sumariwalla did
the nation proud
representing
India at the 1980 juwe
Moscow  Olympics,
as an athlete and
runner. Currently the President of the
Athletics Federation of India, he was
the first Indian to be elected as one of

i P g e e o o Lty Ly, e
T At
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the council members of the |AAF,
at its 50th congress. In August
2022, he was co-opted as the
interm President of the Indian Olympic
Association. He is also an entrepreneur,
owning media businesses in India.

MANECKJI COOPER o
EDUCATION TRUST SCHOOL
&
LITTLE COOPERS

VACANCY

We are pleased to accept applications for the post of
CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR

Qualifications: Graduate Degree

Experience:

At least 10 years relevant experience

1. Administration
. Office Management
. Housekeeping and Maintenance of Property
Student safety
. Student Admissions
Bus Management

f. HR Management

2. Statutory Compliances
3. ERP & IT Infrastructure Management
4. Trust matters

P oo oo

Please support your application with documentary proof of:
1. Qualifications
2. Experience in other organisations (Reference letters to be
attached)
3. Any recognition through awards, appreciation letters, etc.

ALL APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE EMAILED, ALONG WITH ATTACHMENTS, TO
recruitment@maneckjicooperschool.org

By 5 p.m. on 2nd January, 2023.
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ZAC celebrates the 11th Anmversary of Humbandagi

bout 11 years ago, Er. Zarrir
ABhandara, the much-respected

and loved priest, heading the
Zoroastrian Association of California
(ZAC), and known for his dedicated
commitment to the Zoroastrian religion
as well as community service, suggested
the commencement of a Humbandagi
to further the coming together of the
Zoroastrian community. He believed

1N

lJANS,

nghtfully that coming together as group
enhances channelizing the flow of
positive energy of our prayers and there
is greater power in our prayers when
chanted collectively as a group.

What started with a few handful of
attendees under Er. Zarrir Bhandara,
soon turned into a beautiful ritual where
people traveled from far and wide,
across cities to come and religiously
attend the Humbandagi. At the end of
every Humbandagi session, he would

give an interesting and informative
speech on different aspects of our
religion, and conclude with a question-
answer round from the attendees. In
the years that followed, his son Er.

Zerkxis Bhandara also conducted this
Humbandagi alongside his father, and
also occasionally on his own, when
required.

18" December, 2022 marked the
completion of 11 years of Humbandagi
by ZAC, when the community came
together in prayer and to honor Er. Zarrir
and his son Er. Zerkxis by a group of
attendees who have been regulars from
the start.

Er. Zarrir Bhandara  shared
illuminating insights into the ‘sound
of prayers’: “The sound of prayer is
powerful - it is very significant. It’s a
science of sound. Every sound has a form

attached to it - if you
feed any sound into
an oscilloscope, it
will give a particular
pattern, just like
when we det an
Electro Cardiogram
done, we see the

pattern that is the
sound emanated by
our hearts. Similarly
every organ in our
emanates

body

a sound, as it works on
the electromagnetic
field through the direct
current generated from
within our bodies, which
synchronizes with the
universal sound, as our
universe also works on |
the same electromagnetic
field. Every sound has a
form in it and every form
has a sound in it. When
we recite/chant prayers,
the sound connects us
with the universal sound
which transforms us and
our environment into a positive field.
Thus, Mathravani has the maximum
impact on us, the sound is existential
and it has power, this power of the
sound of Mathravani reverberates with
the universe created by Dadar Ahura
Mazda.”

i

Er. Bhandara went on to praise Zara
and Zain Commissariat, who started
attending the Humbandagi when they
were just 3 and 5 years old, respectively.
Vira Santoke then gave a short speech
thanking Er. Zarrir for his contributions
towards the Humbandagi. She mentioned
how when the present Atash Kadeh was
not constructed, the Humbandagi would
be conducted in the adjacent community
hall where a group of participants would
meet every Sunday, presided by Er. Zarrir.

Marzi Mody, member
of the local community

also felicitated the
father and son,
expressing thanks for

their commitment over
the years and saying
they were the real
‘super-heroes’ of the
community. Houtoxi
Contractor also honoured
Er Zarrir, saying his
prayers helped in healing
and how his selfless work
has touched all their
lives. In keeping with the
Humbandagi tradition,
lunch is served at the
end and the members celebrate the
birthdays of members in the month, by
cutting a cake.

Kudos to Er. Zarrir Bhandara for his
selfless service towards our religion and
the community!

Noshir Dadrawala Invited On Governing Council
Of India’s First Social Stock Exchange

H. Dadrawala - one of the community’'s most

dynamic personalities, Zoroastrian Scholar,
a globally renowned consultant on Charity Laws, a
prolific writer, and our very own, much sought-after
PT columnist - has been invited as a member of the
Governing Council of the Bombay Stock Exchange’s
(BSE) ‘Social Stock Exchange’.

Pars; Times is delighted to announce that Noshir

BSE’s ‘Social Stock Exchange’ (SSE) is the first of
its kind in India and will soon have nationwide trading
terminals permitted to register Social Enterprises and
/ or list the securities issued by Social Enterprises. The
SSE will list only securities that raise money for ‘non-
profit’ or ‘for-profit’ ‘social enterprises.’

Speaking to Parsi Times on the occasion of this
prestigious appointment, as member of the Governing
Council of the BSE’s ‘Social Stock Exchange’, Noshir
Dadrawala said, “It is both, an honour and privilege
to have been invited to serve on this Committee along
with other eminent professionals. The Social Stock
Exchange is not a new idea from a global perspective.
However, it is India’s first SSE and designed very
differently. | personally see a lot of opportunity for
genuine charitable organisations, both, in terms of
enhancing their credibility as also to fund-raise. To be

listed on the SSE will require organisations to meet very
high and stringent standards of Capacity, Compliance
and Capability. It’s a great journey to look forward to
in 2023!”

A Social Enterprise means either a ‘Not-for-Profit
Organization’ or a ‘For Profit Social Enterprise’ that
meets the eligibility criteria specified by Securities
and Exchange Board of India (SEBI). ‘Not-for-profit
Social Enterprise’ includes charitable trusts, charitable
societies, companies licensed under section 8 of the
Indian Companies Act 2013 and any other entity as may
be specified by the Board.

BSE Gets SEBI Nod
for Social Stock

Exchange as
Separate Segment

A ‘“for-profit’ or ‘not-for-profit’ entity must first
be identified as a ‘Social Enterprise’ by establishing
primacy of its social intent. Corporate foundations,
political or religious organizations or activities,
professional or trade associations, infrastructure and
housing companies, except affordable housing, will not
be eligible to be identified as a Social Enterprise.

Getting listed on the SSE would entail going through
a vigorous due-diligence processes. Once listed, it
would be an important recognition and enhance
credibility of the social enterprise. Social enterprises
listed on the SSE will also be subject to regular audits
to measure social impact and reports shall be disclosed
to stakeholders just like for-profit, listed companies,
on regular stock exchanges.
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N4 ':K £4 1 |JAMSHED'S GIANTS 6,700

2 TEHMURASP'S TITANS 5,570 .

" | ‘ BEHRAM'S BATTALION

NADIR GODRE] Award for Best 4 | CYRUS' SUPERSTARS

= [ - i o
Member of Noshirwan’s Knights - Xerxes’ Invincibles - Tehmurasp’s Titans -
REYANSH WADIA MEHERZAD SAKLATWALLA (xvz Seniors) YOHAAN SODAWATERWALLA

5 KETAYUN’S CONQUERORS 5,280

6 | RUSTOM'S ROCKSTARS

7 | DARAIUS' DAREDEVILS ‘ 5,200
TALISMAN GROUP Award for Best PEARL & HAFEEZ CONTRACTOR  NERGISH & FRAMROZE BILLIMORIA 8 NOSHIRWAN'S KNIGHTS 4,420 I
Member of Jamshed's Giants - AWARD for Best Member of Ketayun's Award for Best Member of Cyrus’
AVA CONTRACTOR Conquerors - TANAISHA CHIVALWALA  Superstars - MALCOLM DASTUR As on 18" December 2022
AER]NI.I&XI. AVARDS &

VIJEE AWARD

MEHROO & DARA HANSOTIA
MEHROO & DARA HANSOTIA

. / 234
Rustomjee Award for the Best XYZ President L
of the Year 2022 - Mehroo & Dara Hansotia Award for the
XERXES BILLIMORIA, Cyrus’ Superstars Best XYZ Group of the year 2022 - JAMSHED'S GIANTS
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&M g DINAMAI HOR|
TR WARD

WORE ) i v z ; . Ervad Hormusgl Peshotan Antia & Mrs. Dinamai |
Daroga Family Award for the XYZ Group Maneckji & Shmnbal Netarwaia i Hormusji Antia Trust Award for the XYZ Group with
showing Consistency in Theme Activities Award for the XYZ group with Outstanding Outstanding Activities in Religion and Zoroastrian'
in 2022 - TEHMURASP’S TITANS 'Administration in 2022 - RUSTOM'S ROCKSTARS Culture in 2022 - BEHRAM'S BATTALION

Merwanji D.M. JeeleehhoyTrust Award
for the XYZ group with Outstanding Social Service|
Activities in 2022 - DARAIUS’ DAREDEVILS
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Homay & Sohrab Nadarshaw Elawa Award World Zoroastrian Organisation TmstAward XYZ ACE Award 2022 presented to XYZ Exceptional Zoroastrian Award 2022
for the XYZ group with Excellence in Innovation for the XYZ group with Maximum Membership Ashdeen Lilaowala by Diana Marfatia, presented to Ava Mistry from
in 2022 - JAMSHED'S GIANTS Increase in 2022 - TEHMURASP’S TITANS XYZ Advisory Council Member Behram's Battalion by Nowroze Vazidfar
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Behram’s Battalion showcasing the Navjote ceremony were the
Runners up of the Being Parsi U16 Competition

A5
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Comperes for XYZ Being Parsi U7

e 88 . e
Rustom’s Rockstars showcasing the pre wedding rituals were the
Winners of the Being Parsi U16 Competition

i 9 |
Anaiza Sanjana - U7 Consolation Prize -

y o Complets

ZOROASTRIANS
(XYZ) celebrated its 8" Annual Day at KC College Auditorium on
18" December, 2022.The eventincludedthe fourth edition of the
‘XYZ Being Parsi’ Competition, in which thirty adorable performances
were displayed by XYZ Juniors (Under 7) and XYZ members (Under 16)
who showcased various Parsi customs and traditions.

Established in December 2014, Xtremely Young Zoroastrians

The winner of the Under-7 Fancy Dress Competition Friyan Elavia
dressed as ‘Sali-par-Edu’ from Behram’'s Battalion, while the pre-
wedding rituals dramatization in the Under-16 age group was won by
Rustom’s Rockstars, the overall winners of ‘XYZ Being Parsi 2022’
were Behram'’s Battalion!

The competition was hosted by the members of the XYZ Seniors, and
they entertained the audience with their quirky jokes and Parsipanu.
Er. Dr. Ramiyar Karajia presided as the judge of the competition. Being
impressed by the performances he told the enthused audiences, that

what was showcased within just 2

Navroze No Faloodo

Jasmine Palia, XYZ Executive Committee Member & Er. Dr. Ramiyar Karanjia with the

&s_‘}’r{‘{: hours would have otherwise taken a
y h yeartolearninanyclass! He applauded
the excellent work done by the
parents and volunteers in training the
children.

Just like every year, XYZ presents
the XYZ ACE Award for Achieving
Continuous Excellence to a
Zoroastrian who has continuously
served and contributed well to the
community. This year, the XYZ ACE
award was presented to Ashdeen

N. E ,

ocher - U7 Consolation Prize - Lilaowala, who is known to have
Sali per Edu

taken the fashion industry by storm
and he has revived authentic Parsi
embroidery with his beautiful garas.
XYZ also presented the Exceptional
Zoroastrian Award 2022 to Ava Mistry
from XYZ's Behram's Battalion for
her success and laurels in Judo and
Karate.

Zayan Sanga, the new Director for
XYZ SENIORS 2023 introduced
his Coordinators and Organising
Committee and they spoke about
various activities planned for XYZ
Seniors group (Xerxes’ Invincibles) in
the coming year.

Parinaaz Limbuwala - U7 2nd Place -
Patra ni Machhi

The Annual day also included
the official launch of the XYZ
Juniors, a group especially
curated for children from age g
group of 1 to 7 years. These
children will register with XYZ
and partake in numerous
activities through the year g
across various Mumbai centres. 7.
They will participate in some

Overall Winners of XYZ Being Parsi 2022 - Behram's Battalion
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XYZ events and have different fundays in their locations based on Art,
Movement, Gujrati, Games, Sports, Food, and a Trip to various places
in the city.

Hoshaang Gotla,
Founder of XYZ
Welcoming the Audience

The day then continued to the most exciting part, the annual Award
distribution. It Included the Annual Awards for various categories
such as - Administration, Social Service, Religion, Innovation, Theme
Activities, Membership etc. The Best President Award 2022 was
awarded to Xerxes Billimoria from Cyrus’' Superstars and the
overall winners of XYZ 2022, were Jamshed’s Giants, who
have created history and won this title for the third time in
a row!

The Annual Day concluded with informing the audience about
What’s Next @XYZ and the themes for the coming year. The Office
Bearers of 2023 were called on to the stage and the XYZ Oath was
taken by all followed by the ‘Chaiye Hume Zarthosthi’ and
the National Anthem.

-

Speaking to Parsi Times about XYZ's exceptional 8-year
Jjourney, Founder of XYZ, Hoshaang Gotla said, “My journey of
XYZ has been truly magical ever since its inception in 2014.
People from all walks of life have supported this dream and
ensured it's become a reality. Friends and acquaintances
have now become family and have put in so much effort to
run our different XYZ groups, over the years. The Executive
Committee and the Advisory Council have been involved in
every activity, making sure all aspects work well.

Delnaz Sinor, XYZ Executive Committee Member and Lead of the XYZ Seniors

I THEMES OF THE
RAR 2023

Avan Bhadha, XYZ Seniors Director 2022
handing over the Charter to Zayan Sanga,
XYZ Seniors Director 2023

I'm grateful to the members and parents for being invested
in XYZ and securing its success. We currently work with the
Under-7 age group for ‘XYZ Juniors’, 7 to 14 age group for
‘XYZ Members’ and 15 to 25 age group as ‘XYZ Seniors’, who
are the XYZ Alumni and want to give back to the organisation |
and the community at large. There have been so many
learnings over the years from children, parents, volunteers
and community members which have proven to be excellent jeniffer Daruvala, XYZ Executive Committee Member and Lead of the XYZ Members N
guidelines for XYZ to ensure we continue to -
Make A Difference!”

Allin all, XYZ in 2022 was
indeed spectacular and all E! _I?E
groups are now ready and = 2
completely energised to

kick-start 2023! [Register | [H] ;
with XYZ Foundation -

Zenobia Mody, XYZ Executive Committee
Member and Lead of the XYZ Juniors

https://linktr.ee/xyzfoundation]

Glimpses of the Audience
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Flat No 1, Bldg. No 9, Rustom Baug, Sant
Savta Marg, Byculla (E), Mumbai 27.
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Death Announcements From Prayer Hall
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Aries - #4 - 2».4.9.
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gsaddl dl. 27, 22, 2¢, 30 8,

Lucky Dates: 24, 28, 29, 30

You have today’s last dayto spend in peace. Try
not to upset any family member today. Rahu's
rule, starting tomorrow, for the next 42 days,
will give you a very hard time. Rahu's influence
could end up turning all your good works into
disasters. Your mind could get clouded with
negative thoughts. Starting today, pray the
Mah Bokhtar Nyaish daily.

-
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Lucky Dates: 24, 26, 27, 29
Saturn’s rule till 24™ January could land you
in some financial trouble. You could end up
getting betrayed by someone close to you.
Saturn’s influence could end up increasing
your tensions. You will feel a lot of lethargy in
completing even your daily chores. You could

spend money in the wrong places. To placate
Saturn, pray the Moti Haptan Yasht.

=

Libra - qai - 2.q.
witer wid siddl e dlaa =gl
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Lucky Dates: 24, 25, 27, 30

Today and tomorrow are the last 2 days under
the Moon’s rule. Ensure to cater to the needs of
your family members within these 2 days. Mars
rule, starting from 26™ December, will have
you losing your temper over petty matters. Do
not do any deals related to property or assets.
You are strictly advised against buying any new
vehicles. To placate Mars, pray the Tir Yasht
daily.

~

&

-
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Lucky Dates: 25, 26, 28, 30

Venus’ ongoing rule will lead to an increase in
your spendings. You will spend greatly on fun,
travel and entertainment. You will be able to
get together with friends and organize a small
party. With Venus’ blessings, you will not waste
any time in holding back your thoughts from
others. Pray to Behram Yazad daily.

Taurus - 9u6i - &.4.6.
23 ozl Y Aol Bzl Ay lal
GlEHl dud sl otoldsdl ez
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Asddl dl, 2w, 28, 29, 30 8.

Lucky Dates: 25, 26, 27, 30

Jupiter's ongoing rule ensures you will face no
financial issues. Jupiter's influence will save
you from losing your reputation. Indulging in
religious works will keep your mind peaceful.
You will be able to help others. Worries about
children will reduce. Pray to Behram Yazad
daily.

~
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Lucky Dates: 25, 26, 28, 30

Mercury's ongoing rule will empower you
to do even challenging tasks with ease. To
improve your financial status, you will use
your intelligence to earn more money. Those
employed will win over their colleagues. You
could receive good news. Your self confidence
will be high. Pray the Meher Nyaish daily.
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Lucky Dates: 25, 26, 28, 30

The Moon'’s rule till 24™ January will bring you
success in all your endeavours. You will be able
to find the way out of any difficulties. You will
receive little perks and profits. Do not pass off
any short travel opportunities. You will be able
to complete any tasks you take on hand. You
will find great job satisfaction in your ongoing
projects. Pray the 34™ Name, ‘Ya Beshtama’,
101 times, daily.
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Lucky Dates: 24, 27, 28, 29

Venus’ rule, till 13" February, helps you carry
out all your responsibilities effectively. You
will get ample support from members of the
opposite gender. You will be able to make new
purchases for the house. You will be able to do
good for others. Pray to Behram Yazad daily.
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udel ol o aldl Feasami wair
sttt oifl 8. Gl aladl Begau
cAloru oudl dmidl, susl 244l and 23 vl
el gldiedl Bz 23 2d. ddl 293 ooEl
el AmizL Wl ollod il szami wem 2l
iz dlz draisly Rafl ] adl oed. =23ier
“Ulel U’ Suea.

gsededl dl. 27, 2u, 2¢, 2¢ 8,

Lucky Dates: 24, 25, 28, 29

You have 2 days remaining under Saturn’s rule.
Its descending rule could take a toll on your
health. Jupiter’s rule starting 26" December
till 21 February, will ensure to reduce your
mental worries. Your financial state will
gradually keep improving. Pray the Sarosh
Yasht daily.

~

(Y| Virgo - seun - sl

‘h. -
' el AnRL Ul Hidls ol Edzan

T
o

913 il 8. BPIAL S YR 5L HE
siefell Mg orzn woll 184, oA iRl Ul gavia
éi ol 4l aell MpPiEls sl digndar -
w9t Howdl Al ARl wd 2ol st 2l i
siidl szsl. ol gxdior "M «dluumia’ Mo
Y1y 2UBoA,

gsaddl du. 2%, 29, 2¢, 2¢ 8,

Lucky Dates: 24, 27, 28, 29

The onset of Mercury’s rule will ensure that you
get external help to complete your important
tasks. You will be able to retrieve your stuck
funds with a little bit of added effort. Those
who are cheating you will get exposed to you.
Pray the Meher Nyaish daily.
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Lucky Dates: 24, 27, 28, 29

The ongoing Sun’s does not allow your work
to get appreciation. The health of the elderly
could be an area of concern. Do not be
careless in the least about their health. The
Sun will increase your mental tensions. Do not
borrow money from others. To reduce the fury
of the Sun, pray the 96™ Name, ‘Ya Rayomand’,
101 times.
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Lucky Dates: 25, 26, 29, 30

Rahu’s ongoing rule will pose a new challenge
for you every morning! You will fight with
family members over small issues. Try to keep
you talks with family members only on a need
basis. Ensure that someone close does not
cheat you. Pray the Mah Bokhtar Nyaish daily.
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earch out 16 Famous Christmas Movies hidden in the word-jumble box below, in bi-directional,
horizontal, vertical and diagonal forms:
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TechKnow With Tantra
YouTube Music

YouTube Music offers over 70 million songs and music content
including live performance, remixes, curated playlists, etc.
You can create your personalized music, playlists and mixes,
including activity mixes for your workout, relaxation and focus
sessions. If you have a collection of music from the good old days, you can upload
the same and stream it from any of your mobile devices. You can discover new
music and top trends based on your moods and preferences and listen to your
music on your phone, desktop, smart speakers and smart TV. The premium
version allows you to listen ad-free, play music in the background and allows
smart downloads.

Android: https://bit.ly/2ZY9Tqv

i0S : https://apple.co/3wnsJUg
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White Christmas Home Alone Scrooged Bad Santa 7 9 1 6 5
A Christmas Carol Little Women The Polar Express The Santa Clause
Deck the Halls Mixed Nuts Love Actually The Holiday 93
Jack Frost White Reindeer The Snowman Single All the Way
6|5
r N

WINNING CAPTION!!!

e e 5 ~— .
Deepika: I'm amazed at the reactions to my song - it didn't deserve such loathing!
Shahrukh: If only these ‘upholders of Indian virtue’ focused on REAL ISSUES, instead of our clothing!

\_ By Kerfegar and Daisy Patel (Mumbai) J

HOW MANY WORDS? Nl

H SOLUTION
How many words of four or more letters can you Llv|T|e|z|e|e|s]9o
make from the letters below? Every word must g|le|o|s|L|v|T|8|2
contain the letter in the center. You should make c|s|8|9|T|6[LIE |V
at least one word using all 7 letters. ; 2 ;: : : ; : : :
RESULTS: g|v|e|v|e[c]|o|L]s
Average: 6 or more words Tielvlelelslzlelz
Good: 8 or more words elzlslzlolTlelvls
kﬂubstanding:Sor more words i elelzlz|v|8ls|T|6

Solution see below

CAPTION THIS!

Calling all our readers to caption this picture!
Send in your captions at editor@parsi-times.com by 28th Dec., 2022.

Winning Caption and Winner's Name Will Be Published Next Week.

We invite our readers to contribute funny / interesting pics that we could use for
the ‘CAPTION THIS® Contest.

Disclaimer: Some of our ‘Capfion This' Contest photos ore token from freely ovailoble, public online resources and ore
published in alight and humorous vein, which is the mainstay of the Parsi spirit! No off any situation.

' "\

Thought of the Week

“Christmas is most truly Christmas when we celebrate it by giving
the light of love to those who need it most.”

= Ruth Carter Stapleton
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RUBY LILAOWA

eherbai was a great
influencer and role-
model. She was the

inspiration of her mandli-
members because of her good
advice. Ever since Meherbai
taught them the health benefits
of not eating after sunset, the
Mandli met only for breakfast,
lunches and tea-parties. What’s more,
every member looked and felt fitter,
healthier and ten years younger.

A X’mas lunch was planned at a roof-
top revolving restaurant. Meherwanji
drove the car, while Meherbai drove
Meherwanji crazy saying, “Short-cut
letta soo thaij??”

Meherwanji: Na-mumkin. There are no-
short-cuts to where we are doing.

Meherbai: Mushkil hai magar na-munkin
nahin! Just follow MY instructions.
Go left from here and you are right at
the traffic-signal. Then go right. Then
again left, another right and a U-turn.
Paachi NO ENTRY maa ghoosi jao. We are
already late, so just ignore the traffic-
lights and gaari ekdum fast dafravo!

Meherwanji: Janoo, if | follow your left-
right instructions, we’ll land up in jail
instead of the restaurant!

To cut the long story short, the
short-cut became a two-hour long-cut!
The two obnoxious sisters, Jaloo and
Aloo went by bus and Aloo gave a two
thousand rupee note to the conductor
who yelled, “Jiskey pas chhutta paisa
nahi voh sab utar jao!”

Jabri Jaloo: Toh tum pehele utar jao!
Tumharey paas 2,000 ka chhutta nahin
hai!

The passengers pleaded, “Arey
aunty-log, utar jao na! So, the sisters
took a kali-peeli, again offering the
crispy two thousand rupee note. In
return, they got some meli-gheli-
duchaili notes in change. They reached
the restaurant, but God knows what
buttons they pressed in the elevator,
the lift came back to the ground-floor
thrice. The door would not open on the
rooftop and the lift kept coming down,
where Meherwanji kept pressing all the
buttons.

Meherbai: Mehella, why are you
pressing so many buttons like they
are housie-numbers? Khali Rooftop

Ho! Ho!! Ho!l!l!
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Restaurant dabavo! No wonder the lift is
going up and down. Rocket-rocket ramoj
soo? Here, let me do it. Voila!! Her magic
fingers did the trick. They reached the
top and what did they see? The stupid
sisters Jaloo and Aloo going round and
round within the revolving door trying
to get out, screaming, “Marerey! Koi
bachavo! Stop the merry-go-round, we
are getting vertigo!!”

Meherwanji held the revolving
door, got in with Meherbai and told the
sisters, “Utri jao, utri jao,” but to no
avail. They were scared and froze on the
spot like two wax statues at Madame
Tussauds. Result? Poor Meherwanji and
her spouse had to take these merry-go-
rounds, until Meherwanji took control,
saying, “I'll count one, two and three.
On three, I'll gently push Jaloo Jardaloo
and Meher will push Aloo. Otherwise,
we'll go round and round till doomsday!”

“ONE-TWO-THREE,” said
Meherwanji, and out fell Jaloo and Aloo,
flat on their nose, on the soft carpet.
Two kind gentlemen helped them up.
“Thank you, Prince Charmings!!” said
the sisters who saw potential eligible
65-year-old bachelor ‘boys’ in those two
gentlemen. To take things to the next
level, they asked the 65-year-old boys:
Ji tamey pannela, divorcee ya randaela
cheo, ke eligible cheo?

The Boys: Hamey BFF chchaiey ji.
Jaloo: Etley?

Aloo: Etley otlo, ney tahri sasco no
chotlo! You don't know BFF? It means
Best Friends Forever. Jaloo, such men
don’t have any time or inclination for
women in their life. Havey kem samjhaoo
tuney? They are like married and
devoted to each other and now toh with
the blessings of the Supreme Court,
apra Prince Charmings will come in good
time. We are only 70 and are not at all
fussy about marrying a divorcee or a
widower.

The Mandli settled down on a large
table, previously reserved by them and

ordered drinks. Polly-Pipyu had three
Parsi pegs and as always, kept saying

‘pour-more, pour-more’. The Mandli
thereupon passed a resolution to name
him ‘Polly-Pour-More’. The ladies
had exotic cocktails after which the
waiter handed them a mile-long menu
containing dishes from Hong-Kong,
Japan, Vietnam and Korea. There was
total chaos at the table with everyone
suggesting a different dish and telling
the waiter to give them just two more
minutes. The two minutes became half-
an-hour but at long last, they agreed
on Estella Tempura Asparagus, Crab
and Avocado Uramaki, Spinach Sushis,
Pumpkin Sashees, Prawn and Scallop
rolls, Duck-Dimsums, Wok-tossed Bok-
Choy, Soya and Wasabi prawns.

Rarto Rohan: Bus etlooj! Etloo toh hoon
ekhlo khai javas!

Rohan’s wife, Hasti Hilla gave a nasty
look to him and if looks could kill, Rohan
would have been dead by now!

Cyrus the Virus: Rohan, you are not a
foodie, you are a plain Khadhro. As it is
at 100 kgs you look like a pumpkin and
have breathing-problems. Don’t put on
more weight otherwise you’ll die of a
heart attack!!

Hasti Hilla: But | love my pumpkin
because there’s more of him to hold.

Meherbai: Cyrus,
creature, enough of
Don’t you know, its rude?

you mannerless
‘Fat-Shaming’.

Rohan (sulking): Meherbai, Meherbai,
Cyrus always calls me Jaaro, paaro aney
kaaro!!

Meherbai: Oh you poor thing! But
then, Cyrus is not wrong either! You ARE
digging your own grave with your fork
and spoon.

Hasti Hilla: My Rohan darling is an
eating-champion who gobbles even
the FAREX and other cereal-food that |
make for our grand-child!! How cute! |
call him my Glaxo-Baby! And when he

Meherbai’s Mandli A_nd The X’mas Lunch!

removes his dentures, he looks really
like a bokha-bokha baby!!

The soups arrived and Tehmi, the
travel-bug remembered the Mandli’s
trip to the US a few months ago, saying,
“Aaprey keva niagara falls gayela! Soo
waterfall! Janey, exactly Khandala-
Lonavla na waterfall!!”

“Now the Niagara Falls episode is one
| must tell you about,” said Noshir the
narrator. “You see, the guide kept saying
that the roar of the Niagara Falls could
be heard for miles around but none of
us could hear a thing and complained
to the tour guide - ‘We can’t hear, We
can’t hear!’ The guide replied, ‘As soon
as your Mandli women stop talking, you
will hear!”

Silloo Sten-gun: The tour gduide is
insulting us.

Cavasji Kasari: Arrey, you ladies shout
on top of your lungs while talking. |
have Kasari na kaan (sharp ears), still |
can’t hear the water-falls.

Najoo, Malai nu Khajoo: We have to
shout because most of our hubbies
are deaf and refuse to wear a hearing
aid, because ‘Kharab lagsey, favtoo
nathi, loud-speaker jevoo samjaij,’ etc.

The exotic, authentic South Asian
food arrived and after demolishing it
with great pleasure, the Mandli discussed
desserts, ordering various flambe
cheesecakes. Jaloo and Aloo didn’t know
that flambé meant pouring alcohol on
the dessert and lighting it up. So, as the
waiter did that, the two ignoramuses
screamed, “Aag lagi, aag lagi!” pouring
water over the cheesecakes and yelling
at the waiter, “You silly man! You want
to set us Parsis on fire or what? As it is,
we are dwindling!”

While some tried educating the
sisters about flambé, others tried to
experiment and make their own flambe,
spilling liquor on the table-cloth and
napkins and soon half the table was on
firel The manager came running with the
fire extinguisher and set matters right
and told the waiters, “Just give them
their bill and get rid of them as soon
as you can before they set the entire
restaurant on fire!!”

The Mandli ended the evening
with ta-ta, bye-bye, Merry Xmas
and take care, while the ladies gave
Meherwanji huge bear-hugs.

Meherwanji: Aastey, aastey, ladies, soo
karoj? Hoon uthlai javas!

And that ends this tale of Meherbai’s
Mandli and the X'Mas lunch!
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Xmas .S’m;ecz'al!

DIY Christmas Recipes!

\

CH&GMVIP
& CHEERS <

Christmas Roast Chicken

Ingredients:

1 whole chicken with skin (about 1.5 - 2
kgs); 4 tbsp butter; 12 - 15 - garlic cloves;
1 lemon; 2 tsp - paprika; 2 tsp - black
pepper; Y2 tsp - oregano; 2 tbsp - chopped
fresh rosemary; Salt to taste.

Method:

Zest the lemon and crush the garlic. Mix
together with the butter, lemon zest,
paprika, pepper, oregano, rosemary and a
good pinch of salt.

Slide your fingers between the skin and
flesh of the chicken and rub some of the
butter mixture under the skin. Then rub
the butter all over the breasts, legs and
wings, as well as inside the cavity. Season
well.

Cut the lemon into quarters and pop into
the cavity and then bind the legs with
kitchen string. Tuck the wings into the leg
joints.

Heat the oven to 180C. Cook chicken in a
casserole dish, breast side up, for 60-80
minutes or until the juices run clear when
you cut into the thigh. Allow to rest for 10
minutes before carving.

Here are a few super simple and very easy to whip-up DIY (Do It Yourself)
traditional Christmas recipes to add to your culinary celebrations and get your
taste buds going Ho! Ho!! Holl!

Ingredients:

4 - large fresh eggs; % cup - granulated
sugar; Y2 tsp - dried nutmeg; '4 tsp -
ground cinnamon; 75 ml - cognac; 75 ml
- bourbon; 1.5 cups - whole fat milk and
1 cup - heavy cream

Method:

Add whole eggs to blender and blend on
medium or low speed for 30 seconds. Add
sugar and blend another 20 seconds. Add
nutmeg, cinnamon, cognac, bourbon,
milk and heavy cream and blend until
combined, about 10-15 seconds. Transfer
to an airtight container and refrigerate for
a few hours or a day to allow flavours to
combine.

Since eggnog may have settled in the
refrigerator, give it a good shake or two,
before serving. Serve with some additional
grated nutmeg on top, and an optional
cinnamon stick in the glass.

MASHED POTATOES

lngfeﬁients: l

2 kgs Potatoes - peeled and quartered;
1 cup - heavy cream; 2 cup - butter;
seasonings of choice (any one: paprika,
oregano, rosemary or basil); 6 thsp -
Parmesan shavings; salt and pepper to
taste

Method:

Place potatoes in a large pot with enough
water to cover. Bring to a boil, and cook
until tender, for about 20 minutes. Drain.
Add butter and mash using a potato
masher or mixer. Gradually beat in the
heavy cream and parmesan shavings and
seasoning of your choice, till everything
has uniformly blended. Sprinkle some
seasoning on the top. Serve hot!

Cheesy Corn With Bacon

frozen kernels;

450 grams
1 tbsp -chopped fresh parsley; 1 tsp -
chopped garlic; V2 tsp - chilli flakes; 4 tbsp
- butter; 1/3 cup - diced onion; 250 gms -
cream cheese; 8 bacon strips - crisp fried
and broken.

corn

Method:

In a frying-pan, over medium heat,
combine the corn, parsley, garlic and
seasoning. Add enough water to cover,
bring to a boil and cook until tender. Drain
and set aside. In another pot, over medium
heat, add the butter and onion. Saute till
onion softens. Add corn and cream cheese.
Cook over low heat for 10 minutes. Stir in
Y2 tsp of chilli-flakes. Remove from heat.
Add in crispy fried pieces of bacon.

Strawberry And Cream Santas

Ingredients:
150 ml - thickened cream; 'z tsp - vanilla

essence; 2 tsp -
strawberries (preferably
chocolate icing pen

caster sugar; Fresh
large); 1 -

Method:

Whip cream with the vanilla and sugar
until very stiff. Place in a piping bag
and snip off the end. Wash strawberries
and pat dry with paper towel. Slice the
stalk end off, so that the strawberry sits
flat. Slice across each strawberry about
halfway up. Pipe cream onto the cut
strawberry and place the ‘hat’ back on.
Pipe a little dot of cream onto the top.
Use the icing pen to make the eyes.

(Pls Note: Larger strawberries will be
easier to handle. The cream needs to be
whipped until very stiff to hold up the
Santa hats. Be careful not to overdo it
and turn the cream to butter!)

B Myconss
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ROAST PUMPKIN SOUP
GRILLED HAM STEAK
SERVED WITH SWEET

POTATO & EGGS
SMOKEY HAM SLICES
LEG OF HAM DELICATELY SLICED
AND SERVED
WITH HONEY MUSTARD SAUCE
HALF STUFFED CHICKEN
FULL STUFFED CHICKEN
ROAST DUCK WITH B.B.Q.SAUCE
ROAST LAMB IN BRANDY
CRANBERRY SAUCE
PORK VINDALOO
OXTONGUE
KALHUA TORTE WITH
BRANDY CREAM
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For Table Reservation Call
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9821765540
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Santa And His
Magical Sleigh!
By Meher Parvez Sutaria

A small but busy crew of elves,

Help Santa Claus each year;

The toys they make are stored on
shelves,

To be packed when Christmas is near.

Now Santa is busy preparing his sleigh,
With packages and gifts galore;

‘Coz Christmas Day isn't far away,

Soon in the sky, in his sleigh, he will
soar!

The sleigh has been filled with lovely
toys,

Santais as busy as can be;

There are gifts for all little girls and boys,
0Old Santa is on a gifting spree!

Santa calls his reindeer to rein them in,
To draw his mighty sleigh;

For his journey around the world soon
begins,

He'll be ready and on his way!

Dasher, Dancer, Prancer and Vixen,
Have dutifully taken their place;

While Comet, Cupid, Dunder and Blixen
Daintily trot in with grace.

Rudolph can’t be left behind,

For he’s famous for his shiny k
nose; e
Santa places him m
ahead of the line,
‘Coz he fancies a |
sleigh that glows!




